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TEXT 1

Ageing and Social Policy

Recent research (2000) by Richard Scase and Jonathan Scales suggest that Britain’s over 50’s will 
be increasingly split between affluent early retirees who are looking for new challenges and a better 
quality of life, and lower paid men and women, some of whom will have to continue working beyond 
retirement age because of economic necessity.

Source: Sociology Review, Volume 11, September 2001

TEXT 2

Hope I die before I get old

The cost of care for older people in the UK is likely to rise from £12 billion today to £28 billion by 
2031. One quarter of all the health care costs each of us consumes is, on average, used in the last 
year of our life, and this proportion increases as we live longer.

Source: Sociology Review, Volume 12, September 2002

TEXT 3

The 2001 census showed that there were 21.7 million households in England and Wales and that 
about 6.5 million were one person households. Until recently the great majority of such households 
would contain a person of pensionable age.

FIG. 1
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Source: Office for National Statistics; General Register Office for Scotland; Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency
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FIG. 2

Stepfamilies1 with dependent children:2 by family type, 2001
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1 All stepfamilies where the family reference person is aged 16 and over. A ‘stepfamily’ is one where there is a child (or children) who 

belongs to only one member of the married or cohabiting couple.
2 A dependent child is a person in a household aged 0 to 15 (whether or not in a family) or a person aged 16 to 18 who is a full-time 

student in a family with parent(s).

Source: Census 2001, Office for National Statistics; Census 2001, General Register Office for Scotland; 
Census 2001, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency
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FIG. 3

Unemployment rates: by ethnic group1 and sex, 20042

Percentages

White British

Men
Women

0 5 10 15 20

White Irish

Other White

Mixed

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Other Asian

Black Caribbean

Black African

Chinese

Other ethnic groups

Great Britain

1 The estimates for the Other Black group and Bangladeshi women are excluded due to a small number of respondents.
2 January to December. 

Source: Annual Population Survey, Office for National Statistics

FIG. 4

Population:1 by sex and age
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1 Mid-year estimates for 1971 to 2004; 2004-based projections for 2011 and 2021.

Source: Office for National Statistics; Government Actuary’s Department; General Register Office for Scotland; Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency
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FIG. 5

Households: by size
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Source: Census, Labour Force Survey, Office for National Statistics

FIG. 6

People living alone: by sex and age1
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1 Data from 2001/02 onwards are weighted to compensate for nonresponse and to match known population distributions.

Source: General Household Survey, Office for National Statistics
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