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Introduction
This is the sixth series of the  GCE Greek specification. The majority of candidates 
completed the paper successfully. They responded to the different sections of the paper 
showing good language skills and familiarity with the specification. The duration of the 
exam is 2hours 45 minutes; the paper carries 90 marks and all parts are similar to previous 
sessions.

Questions 1 - 4

Students are required to convey their understanding of written Greek through a series of 
reading tasks. The questions carry 30 marks for understanding and responding with up to 5 
marks available for the quality of language used in the short response question, Question 4.  
Total 35 marks.

Question 5

Students are assessed on their ability to transfer meaning from Greek into English (9 
marks).

Question 6

Students are required to write a 220-270 word essay in Greek, as set out in the 
specification. In this year's exam students were asked to write a letter to a newspaper in 
response to a short Greek-language stimulus. The question carries 28 marks for Content 
and 18 marks for Language.  Total 46 marks.

There are no options: all questions must be answered.

Successful candidates:

• Gave clear, concise and to the point answers to Question 4.

• Handled vocabulary well, showed a high degree of competence, and awareness of style 
and structures in Question 5.

• Adhered to the word limit and developed  all four bullet points equally in Question 6.

Less successful candidates:

• Did not always pay proper attention to the wording of the questions in Question 4, so 
did not give direct and correct answers. 

• Gave a word for word translation without adhering to the rules /idioms of the English 
language in Question 5.

• Over expanded one of the bullet points, 2nd or 3rd  bullet point in most cases, at 
the expense of the other  bullet points, or went well above the word limit and were 
penalised for repetition or irrelevance in Question 6.
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Question 3 (i)
The   majority of candidates demonstrated very good comprehension skills and handled the 
question successfully, achieving the maximum marks possible for this question. 

Correct Answer E

Question 3 (ii)
Correct answer A

Question 3 (iii)
Correct answer B

Question 3 (iv)
Correct answer F

Question 3 (v)
Correct answer C
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Question 4
Question 4a: Well answered by the majority. Some candidates did not specify the nature of 
his work and so gained 1 mark only. 

Question 4b: Well answered by the majority. Some candidates confused the number of 
weeks the singer spent in Athens with the number of performances he gave and answered 
incorrectly.

Question 4c: The question was well answered. A small number of candidates answered 
incorrectly that the singer is visited by the fans in his dressing room (not mentioned in the 
text).

Question 4d: Well answered by the majority. Some candidates lifted from the text using the 
genitive case. They lost both marks: αμίλητου και δύσκολου

Question 4e: Correctly answered by the majority. A small number of candidates, although 
they understood the text, did not manipulate the language and the answer made no sense: 
διαψεύδονται μία μία.

Question 4f: A good number of candidates answered this question correctly. Some 
candidates did not provide both details, especially the fact that the singer left Thessaloniki - 
his birthplace. These responses gained 1 mark. Others gave Volos as the place of his new 
home and failed to gain the mark.

Question 4g: Well answered by the majority of candidates. Successful candidates changed 
the noun into a verb or used the accusative: να επικοινωνήσει/ την επικοινωνία. Some 
candidates did not change the case and could not be awarded the mark: Η επικοινωνία.

Question 4h: Well answered. Some candidates missed the detail that the people were 
talking about finances and lost 1 mark.

Question 4i: Well answered by the majority of candidates. A good number made very good 
use of the active participle: κάνοντας καβγά/ καβγαδίζοντας/μαλώνοντας με την παρέα. 
Some did not show the way he reacted; they only replied: δεν άντεξε and did not gain the 
mark.

Question 4j: Well answered by a good number of candidates. Some candidates failed to 
show the singer’s preference for the countryside or that both places are affected by the 
financial crisis and missed the mark.

Question 4k: Most of the candidates answered well.

The majority of the candidates adhered to the rubric requirement to use their own language 
and avoided using parts of the source text verbatim.
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4a: Replies with two active participles; manipulates the language and gives 
both details. 2 marks.
4b: Correct number of performances. 1 mark. 
4c: Good language manipulation, correct answer. 1 mark.
4d: The adjective is changed to nominative and the second adjective is 
changed to a verb. Very good language manipulation. 2 marks
4e: Excellent language manipulation. 1 mark.
4f: Gives both details: the singer was born in Thessaloniki (1) and lives in a 
village outside Volos(1). 2 marks.
4g: Excellent manipulation of language - the noun: επικοινωνία is changed 
into a verb να επικοινωνεί. 1 mark.
4h: Gives both details: People were talking loudly (1) and that they were 
talking about finances(1). 2 marks.
4i: Excellent use of a verb with a similar meaning (i.e. a synonym). 1 mark. 
4j: Gives the clear preference for the village. 1 mark.
4k: Correct answer. It was the fact that the person is homeless that 
surprises him and the answer makes this clear. 1 mark.
Grammar and structures are highly accurate and communication always 
effective. 5 marks for language.

Examiner Comments

Address the question directly.
If the question asks why, answer with a reason.
If the question asks how, answer by giving the manner.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate gives good and concise answers. All are to the point, with grammar and 
structures very accurate. Communication is always effective.
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4a: Replies with two verbs, manipulates the language and gives both details. 2 marks.
4b: Correct number of performances. 1 mark.
4c: Good language manipulation, correct answer. 1mark.
4d: Slight misspelling of the 1st word but it does not affect communication. The adjective is changed 
to nominative and the second adjective is changed to a verb. Very good language manipulation. 2 
marks.
4e: Well answered. 1 mark.
4f: Gives both details: the singer lives in a village outside Volos (1) and that he was born in 
Thessaloniki (1). 2 marks.
4g: There is some manipulation of the language: Ο στόχος του/  και επίσης to merit 1 mark. 
However, this question could have easily been answered either with the use of the accusative(object) 
την επικοινωνία or by turning the noun η επικοινωνία into a verb:να επικοινωνήσει. 
4h: Gives both details: People were talking loudly (1) and that they were talking about finances(1). 2 
marks.
4i: Answers by giving the manner of the singer's reaction and changes the verb from 1st to 3rd 
person. 1 mark. The question asks HOW, so the answer could have easily been given with the active 
participle -οντας : κάνοντας καβγά 
4j: Straightforward answer. 1 mark.
4k: Correct answer. It was the fact that the person is homeless that surprises him not the fact that 
he is unemployed.
Grammar and structures very accurate and communication always effective. 5 marks for language

Examiner Comments

Give short answers which are to the point.
Show manipulation of language. Sometimes an obvious 
way might be to use the active participle (-οντας/ώντας) 
or to change a noun into a verb or vice versa.

Examiner Tip
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4a: Had there been the conjunction με+περιπάτους the answer would have gained 1 
mark but none could be given.
4b: Does not answer the question giving the number of performances, but the number of 
weeks the singer is going to stay in Athens. 0 marks.
4c: Shows understanding of the text but does not produce a correct answer. 0 marks.
4d: Shows understanding of the text but lifts the answer directly from the text. 0 marks.

Examiner Comments

Read the question carefully.
Manipulate language, simple lifting will not be rewarded.

Examiner Tip
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4e: δεν είναι καλό πράγμα does not convey the meaning that the rumours are not true. 
0 marks.
4f: gives both details - that he was born in Thessaloniki (1 mark) and that he lives in 
a village (1 mark). Although the answer does not specify exactly where, it is accepted, 
because it communicates the information that he does not live in the big city where he 
was born.
4g: the subject, η επικοινωνία, should have been turned into an object, την επικοινωνία, 
in order to answer the question. No language manipulation. 0 marks.
4h: gives both details. 2 marks.
4i: changes verb to 3rd person(έκανα to έκανε) and, although the word μεγάλο is 
misspelt, it communicates the meaning. 1 mark.
4j: the candidate includes reference to the economic crisis that both countryside and the 
big city are going through. 1 mark.
4k: the answer, although not elegantly given, conveys the information that the singer 
was surprised by the fact that homeless people can be found in the village too. 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Show that you can manipulate the language to 
answer the question appropriately. 
Sometimes including a conjunction or a simply 
changing the case is sufficient.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Candidates handled vocabulary well. Many answers showed a high level of competence, and 
awareness of style and structures that enabled them to achieve top marks. 

One of the most common errors had to do with English prepositions e.g. I went at school/I 
played on the school team/I worked to the supermarket/at Saturdays

Adverbs of frequency are not all synonymous. Some candidates used "often" instead of 
"always".

Word order: less able candidates did not invert word order for the questions (segments 2 
and 3).

Segments 14 and 15 proved challenging to some candidates.

There was a pattern of unsatisfactory spelling, especially in words such as "schedule", 
"choir" and "priorities".

On the whole, the meaning of the text was communicated well.  

This candidate has handled vocabulary well. The answer shows a very high degree of 
competence, and awareness of style and structures. The language reads well and contains a 
variety of structures. 
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This translation gained top marks. 9

Examiner Comments

Remember that there are strict rules for word order in English.
Do not give alternative versions. Choose the one you feel most appropriate; 
if you write alternative versions, the examiner will mark only the first.

Examiner Tip
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An example of a weak translation.  
This translation gained marks only for segments 4,6,7,9

Total marks 4:2=2
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Segment 1: "feeling" instead of "felt".
Segment 2 + Segment 3: no inversion to form the questions.
Segment 4: accepted as correct.
Segment 5: wrong translation.
Segment 6: correct.
Segment 7: correct.
Segment 8: gives a noun (song) instead of a participle (sang).
Segment 9: correct.
Segment 10: "In short"/"In a few words" etc is omitted.
Segment 11: "I gone" instead of "I went".
Segment 12: the subject is missing and the verb is wrong.
Segment 13: wrong use of "when" and wrong tense.
Segment 14: missed.
Segment 15: use of wrong verb.
Segment 16: use of wrong verb ("to give advice" not "say 
advice") and wrong tense.
Segment 17: wrong verb ("to set priorities"); use of the noun 
"choice" instead of the verb "choose".
Segment 18: the subject of the sentence is missing.

Examiner Comments

Beware of word order. 
Do not use when and where indiscriminately.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
The majority of candidates fulfilled the requirements of Question 6 by addressing all the 
bullet points and giving wholly relevant, convincing and well developed answers. They used 
accurate, varied and appropriate language. Most candidates gave very successful answers. 
They found the topic close to their own experience.

Once more, some students used their own names. We need to emphasise the requirement 
to maintain anonymity.   

Occasionally, there was a tendency to expand unnecessarily on one bullet point and either 
run out of words before getting to the others, or refer to the remaining bullet points in 
a cursory manner. As a result, some of the responses were deemed either incomplete or 
containing irrelevance.

Some students did not address bullet points 2 and 3 from the consumerism angle at all. 
The prompt was clear enough that the parent, who works six days a week to be able 
to afford the children's demands, was complaining about their demand for material 
goods. Some candidates talked about demands such as having their clothes washed/meals 
cooked etc, which excluded such responses from the highest marks.

A very small number of candidates failed to recognise the correct meaning of the word 
απαιτητικός.  

Some candidates ignored the word limit, and as a result they were penalised as 
sometimes two bullet points were out of the word limit. That gave them maximum 
16 marks for Content (or maximum 11 if 2 bullet points were outside the word 
limit) and maximum of 15 marks for the Language.

This answer is wholly relevant and convincing.
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In a short introduction the candidate refers to the increasing 
general demand for material goods. 
Bullet point 1: the candidate talks about their own working 
parents but also in comparison to the general situation.
Bullet point 2: is addressed succesfully with an example (to 
cover the second part of the bullet point - "how").
Bullet point 3: is addressed successfully.The candidate also 
gives a reason for young people's demands. 
Bullet point 4: gives a personal opinion but also tries to give the 
general point of view.
Language: fluent, highly accurate, varied and appropriate.
Top marks 46

Examiner Comments

Read the prompts carefully.
Focus on the bullet points.  

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has not fully grasped the task. The word απαιτητικός has been 
misinterpreted. Communication satisfactory.
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Bullet point 1, about working parents, is covered.
Bullet points 2 and 3 are misunderstood.
Bullet point 4 is not well developed. 
Communication is borderline satisfactory.  
 10 marks for Content.
8 marks for Communication.

Examiner Comments

Read prompts carefully as they are always relevant to your answer.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Based on performance on this year's paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Read the questions carefully and give clear, focused answers.

• If the question asks HOW give an answer that shows the “manner”.

• Give an answer that shows “reason” if the question asks WHY.

• Adhere to word order in English and pay particular attention to the use of prepositions 
when translating from Greek to English. 

• Address all bullet points equally in question 6 and adhere strictly to the word limit.

• Avoid using your real names, when required to write about yourself, to write a letter or 
an e mail.  

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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