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Introduction
This is the fourth series of the new GCE Greek specification. The majority of candidates 
completed the paper successfully. They responded to the different sections of the paper 
showing good language skills and familiarity with the specification. The time of the exam is 
2 3/4  hours, the paper carries 90 marks and all parts are similar to last year.

Questions 1-4

Students are required to convey their understanding of written Greek through a series of 
reading tasks. The questions carry 30 marks for understanding and responding and 5 marks 
for the quality of language: 5 in short responses (question 4). 

Question 5

Students are assessed on their ability to transfer meaning from Greek into English.  
(9 marks) 

Question 6:

Students are required to write a 220-270 word essay in Greek, as specified in the GCE 
Greek specification. In this exam students had to write an  e mail, in response to a short 
Greek-language stimulus. The question carries 28 marks for Content and 18 marks for 
Language.

There are no options: all questions must be answered.

Successful candidates:  

• Gave clear, concise and to the point answers in Question 4. 

• Handled vocabulary well, showed a high degree of competence, and awareness of style 
and structures, in Question 5.  

• Adhered to the word limit and developed equally all four bullet points, in Question 6.

 Less successful candidates:  

• Did not pay proper attention to the wording of the questions in Question 4, so they 
could not give direct and correct answers. 

• Used word for word translation without adhering to the rules /idioms of the English 
language in Question 5.

• Over expanded the first bullet point, at the expense of the other three. They also went 
well above the word limit and lost marks for repetition or irrelevance in Question 6.  
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Question 4

Question 4 elicited some responses that showed a high degree of reading comprehension 
skills and also very good target language production. 

Candidates proved able to demonstrate their comprehension of the text, in varied language, 
which, even though not always accurate, conveyed the essential details.  The questions 
worked well and they invited students to demonstrate their language skills unambiguously 
and purposefully.

Question 4 (a) was well answered by the majority. Some candidates did not include the 
word 'recycling', which made their answer incomplete, so they only gained 1 mark.  

Question 4 (b) was well answered. A common wrong answer was, 'for frying' which was 
not in the text.

Question 4 (c) - A number of candidates omitted the quantity of used oil (one litre) and lost 
one mark.

Question 4 (d) - Some candidates misread the word 'διευκόλυνε' as 'δυσκόλευε' and, 
subsequently they gave incorrect answers.

Question 4 (e) was answered correctly by the majority of candidates.

Question 4 (f) - The majority of candidates answered this question correctly.

Question 4 (g) - The question required a specific rather than a general answer. In the 
text the specific action of 'pouring used cooking oil down the kitchen sink' is given. 
This was the required answer that gained the mark.  Some candidates, to avoid lifting the 
word 'νεροχύτης', wrote ‘κουζίνα' or 'βρύση' (or 'βούρνα').

 These were acceptable answers to gain the mark.

Question 4 (h) was well answered although some candidates just wrote 'ένα εκατομμύριο' 
omitting the word 'λίτρα' which made no sense. Some candidates (who gained the mark) 
had converted litres to tons. However, this was not a necessary requirement for the answer.   

Question 4 (i) - The expected answer was for candidates to give a reason, such as 'because 
of ignorance/indifference /habit'.  The majority gave the right answers to gain the mark. 
There were some candidates who answered with 'the way' that pollution is caused, 
"ρίχνουν το λάδι στο νεροχύτη" .

Question 4 (j) was well answered 
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Question 4 (k) was surprisingly the question where a number of candidates lost marks. The 
expected answer was 'the right action' is needed, not any action. For example, using the 
wrong 'recycling bin' or 'pouring used cooking oil down the sink' are actions, but not the 
right ones.

Question 4 (l) was well answered 

The majority of the candidates adhered to rubric requirements about using their 
own language and avoided using parts of the source text verbatim.

This candidate gives good  and  concise answers. All to the point, with grammar and 
structures very accurate. Communication  is always effective.
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(a) mentions recycling and the special bins to gain 2 marks. The part about WWF is not 
superfluous. 

(b) It refers to the production of bio fuel.   1 mark.

(c) It  mentions quantity 1 litre and the sum that goes to WWF 3 cents. gains 2 marks.

(d) More recycling centres and easier access give the 2 marks.

(e) the fact that these supermarkets offer recycling of other items. 1 mark.

(f) the big choice of bins can be confusing. 1 mark

(g) gives the way someone can pollute the environment: by pouring oil down the sink. 
1 mark

(h) correct amount. 1 mark

(i) ignorance is a correct answer. 1 mark

(j) frequently/every day correct answer. 1 mark

(k) acting the right way is the correct answer. 1 mark

(l) Any title referring to recycling /environment gains 1 mark. 

Excellent quality of language.

Examiner Comments

Give short answers and to the point. Show manipulation 
of language. 

Examiner Tip
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(a) The question is what WE can do, not what the company does. No marks

(b) It gives the correct answer. 1 mark

(c) It does not answer the question. No marks.

(d) It does not answer what would help the recycling. No marks

(e) It answers correctly about the general recycling. 1 mark

(f) It answers correctly about the confusion. 1 mark

(g) It does not answer to the question HOW. No marks.

(h) It gives the correct amount. 1 mark

(i) It talks about the ignorance. correct answer. 1 mark

(j) every day /often are correct answers. 1 mark

(k) It talks about the RIGHT action. Correct answer. 1 mark

(l) The title is relevant. 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Try and answer to the question: if the question asks 
why, answer with a reason; if the question asks how, 
give the manner.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

Candidates handled vocabulary well. Many answers showed a very high degree of 
competence, and awareness of style and structures that enabled them to achieve top 
marks.  

Quite a number of candidates translated the word προχθές as yesterday / a few days ago. 
The word συγγενείς was occasionally translated as siblings. Prepositions were a common 
error  e.g. I watched in television/ inviting on  a restaurant. Also the genitive case: της 
σειράς was given as the series’ or even the series’s  instead of “of the series”

Surprisingly the word “πρωταγωνιστής” caused some mistranslations.  

On the whole, despite the occasional grammatical slip, the meaning of the text was 
communicated well. A good number of candidates have gained top marks.

This candidate has handled vocabulary well. The answer shows a  very high degree of 
competence, and awareness of style and structures. The language reads well and contains  
a variety of structures.
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The answer  is awarded a top mark. 9

Examiner Comments

Remember that in English there is  a strict word order.

e.g. last segment of the text "one of the leading 
actors told us" not "told us a leading actor"

Examiner Tip
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Marks were awarded as follows for the answer below:

Segment 1 correct

Segment 2 wrong: used one friend instead of a group of friends

Segments 3 & 4 correct

Segment 5 wrong: used where instead of were

Segment 6 wrong: but /at these sort of events

Segment 7 wrong: of the series is missing

Segment 8 wrong: director instead of leading actors

Segment 9 correct

Segment 10 wrong: his friends (whose friends?) instead of the friends

Segment 11 wrong structure

Segment 12 there good clothes

Segment 13 wrong: to discuss instead of to have fun

Segment 14 wrong: they are instead of to be

Segments 15-16-17 correct

Segment 18 taken as correct: the use of the word director was not penalised again, as it 
was in segment 8
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 Number of correct segments 8 : 2 = 4

Examiner Comments

Spelling is important especially when the meaning of 
the word changes e.g where/were, there/their

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

The majority of candidates fulfilled the requirements of Question 6 by addressing all the 
bullet points and giving wholly relevant, convincing and well developed answers. They used 
accurate, varied and appropriate language. Most candidates gave very successful answers. 
It was a topic that they found close to their world of experience.

Bullet points 1, 2 ,  were well developed by the majority of candidates.   

Bullet point 3 : How do you prepare yourself for the exams – was not always well 
developed. A number of candidates omitted this bullet point or did not explain how they 
prepare themselves. They just limited their answer to: I study for too many hours. 

Bullet point 4 was well developed. Some -very few- ignored the internet and just talked 
about pen pals.

Some candidates ignored the word limit, which lost them marks for irrelevance or repetition.

In the extract below the task is fully grasped, the answer wholly relevant and convincing .

As for the language: the candidate has achieved excellent communication and a high level 
of accuracy. A few mistakes like: του Μιχάλης-  δεν ξέρεις ποιος θα συναντήσεις  make 
it lose 2 marks. It is awarded 16 marks instead of the full 18.
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Bullet point 1:The candidate talks about common interests : music/cinema  and the fact that 
s/he does not like sport. 

Bullet point 2: Gives a reason s/he wants to practice the language and meet new people

Bullet point 3: Addresses the method of his/her preparation. S/he starts in good time /relaxes /
sleeps well the night before the exam etc.

Bullet point 4: Gives his/her opinion about internet friendships.

Examiner Comments

When required to talk about oneself, it is assumed that 
candidates haven't used their real names.

Important: Stay within the word limit.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has understood and developed the task successfully.

The communication is satisfactory and we have some attempt at variety of lexis and 
structures.
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The candidate talks about him/herself and the interests they have in 
common with Niki.

Gives a reason why s/he chose a Greek person.

Does not develop  bullet point No 3 just mentions studying a lot.

Mentions the advantages and disadvantages of the internet 
friendships but does not develop the point fully.

Examiner Comments

It is easy to avoid spelling errors when it comes to the 
endings, by learning a few rules.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Candidates should:

• Read the questions carefully and give clear and concrete answers.

• Give an answer that shows the “manner” if the question asks HOW.

• Give an answer that shows the “reason” if the question asks WHY. 

• Adhere to word order in English when it comes to translation. 

• Address all bullet points equally in question 6 and adhere strictly to the word limit.

• Not use their real names, when required to talk about themselves.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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