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 Introduction 
 This is the second examination of the new specifi cation Unit 1. The majority of candidates 
completed the paper successfully. They responded to the different sections of the paper showing 
good language skills and familiarity with the specifi cation. 

Comments on individual questions

Section One: Reading and Writing

Question 1
The majority of candidates demonstrated very good comprehension skills and handled the 
question successfully.  Most candidates managed to score full marks. 

Question 2
The majority of candidates demonstrated very good comprehension skills and handled the 
question successfully.   A small number of candidates did not manage to score full marks. 

The most common error was in 2(d), where the passive verb μαζευτεί was chosen instead of the 
active συγκεντρώσει.

Question 3
The majority of candidates achieved the maximum marks possible for this question.  There was 
no particular pattern to the very few errors made. 
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  Question 4 
 Question 4 elicited some responses that showed a high degree of reading comprehension skills 
and also very good target language production. 

Candidates proved able to demonstrate their comprehension of the text, in varied language, 
which, even though not always accurate, conveyed the essential details.  The questions 
worked well and they invited students to demonstrate their language skills unambiguously and 
purposefully.

Question 4(b) was occasionally misread. Instead of “how many siblings did she have”, it was read 
as  “how many siblings were there”.

Question  4(g) invited students to identify some of the things that Alexandra did not have time to 
do. Answers such as “her children did not eat well” and “her husband did not have ironed shirts” 
may have contained some truth, but were not valid responses to the questions.

Question 4(h) sometimes was answered with a tautology i.e. “ήταν ενθουσιασμένη με τα 
μαθήματα και της άρεσαν πολύ”. Answers like this one were awarded 1 mark out of 2.

For Question 4(j), the range of acceptable responses was expanded to include that the success of 
these schools is shown by the increasing number of students, and also the fact that they give the 
chance to adults to continue their studies.

Answers to question 4(k) were sometimes vague. The article is specifi cally about education, so 
“It is never too late to fulfi l your dreams” was too broad to be accepted as a correct answer.

The majority of the candidates adhered to rubric requirements about using their own language 
and avoided using parts of the source text verbatim. 

   

 

Examiner Comments

For 4(a) the answer gives the required 2 pieces of information: 
“She is a student and a mother”. It gains 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

The response to 4(b) correctly answers the question how many 
siblings did she HAVE, not how many WERE they. It gains 1 mark.
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Examiner Comments

The response to 4(c) correctly states that she stopped her 
education because she had to work. It gains 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

The answer to 4(d) is correct:  it was her husband who 
encouraged her to continue her education. It gains 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

The correct answer to 4(e) is that she was a student in the same 
year as her 16 year old son. So it gains no mark.

Examiner Comments

The response to 4(f) gives correctly states that the children helped 
her and that they were naughty all together. It gains 2 marks.
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Examiner Comments

4(g) is answered correctly using VERBS. She did not have time TO PREPARE 
food for her children and TO IRON the shirts of her husband. It gains 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

The answer to 4(h) is correct, giving two details about her as a student: fi rst 
that she does not miss classes and second detail that she is enthusiastic about 
her subjects. It gains 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

4(i) required a straightforward answer, which is given here and it gains the 1 mark.
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Examiner Comments

The response to 4(j) is one of the accepted answers: that the success of these 
schools is shown by the increasing number students. It gains 1 mark

Examiner Comments

The response to 4(k) refers specifi cally to EDUCATION and it gains 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Quality of Language: Grammar and structures are very accurate; there are some spelling 
errors but communication is always effective. This candidate gains full marks.
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Examiner Comments

The answer to 4(a) does not give the required 2 pieces of information. The 
fi rst part makes no sense. The second detail that she is a mother is correct 
and it gains 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

The response to 4(c) refers to the fi nancial diffi culties that made her stop her 
education. It gains 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

An incorrect answer is given to 4(d).  The fact that she went to work did not 
encourage her to continue with her studies. No marks.
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Examiner Comments

The response to 4(e) does not answer the question at all. No marks.

Examiner Comments

The second part of the answer to 4(f) correctly states that the children 
helped her with computers. The fi rst part does not answer the question and 
therefore it gains only 1 mark out of 2.

Examiner Comments

The answer to 4(h) is correct in that she is enthusiastic about her subjects but 
the second detail is a repetition. It gains 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Quality of Language : Grammar and structures are generally accurate; 
communication is almost always effective.



8

Greek 6GK01

    Question 5 
 Candidates handled vocabulary well. Many answers showed a high degree of competence, and 
awareness of style and structures which enabled them to achieve high marks.  

Various transliterations of proper names were accepted but some attention should be paid when 
teaching transliterations.  The words should be transliterated in the original form  (nominative 
case) : e.g. της Ηπείρου was an obvious Genitive, shown also by the article. 

At this level, one expects countries to be recognised and spelt correctly. ( Αλβανία was 
sometimes translated as Albany/Alvania etc.)    

Also, a surprisingly large number of candidates inaccurately identifi ed “ Νότια” as “North”.

Some did not notice the capital letter on Ήπειρος and translated the Greek region, as 
“continent”(lit translation of the word).

Challenging lexical items related to the words «μέχρι»  translated as “since” and the phrase “ 
για να σωθούν από τον Ωρίωνα”  sometimes translated as “to be saved BY Orion”. The imperfect 
tense «φεύγαμε» was sometimes wrongly rendered in the simple past “left”.

On the whole, despite the occasional grammatical slip, the meaning of the text was 
communicated well. 
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent piece of translation; all 18 segments are correctly 
rendered. It has demonstrated fl uency, both in terms of vocabulary and idiom. 
It has achieved the highest mark, scoring the maximum 9 marks.



10

Greek 6GK01
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has 10 correct segments out of 18.
1st segment:  Epirus is translated wrongly as desert (no mark)
2nd segment: the verb is missing (no mark)
3rd segment: correct (1 mark awarded)
4th segment: from Orion is missing (no mark)
5th segment: correct(1 mark awarded)
6th segment: satisfactory (1 mark awarded)
7th segment: satisfactory (1 mark awarded)
8th segment:  wrong use of vocabulary - show instead of group, and happily 
instead of jokingly (no mark)
9th segment: correct(1 mark awarded)
10th segment: WHEN is used instead of WHEN(no mark)
11th segment: correct(1 mark awarded)
12th segment: North Albania is used instead of South (no mark)
13th segment: use of the wrong verb - played instead of sung and second verb 
wrong, to recognise instead of get to know it ( no mark)
14th segment: satisfactory (1 mark awarded)
15th segment: wrong use of vocabulary and wrong meaning (no mark)
16th segment: satisfactory (1 mark awarded)
17th segment: satisfactory (1 mark awarded)
18th segment: satisfactory (1 mark awarded)
Total Mark 10 / 2 = 5

Examiner Tip

Some segments (i.e. 16,17,18) were awarded 
marks because the meaning of the text was 
communicated satisfactorily.
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     Question 6 
 A good number of candidates fulfi lled the requirements of Question 6, by addressing all the bullet 
points and giving wholly relevant, convincing and well developed answers. They used accurate, 
varied and appropriate language.

This was a topic that most candidates found close to their world of experience. If there was an 
area where some candidates failed to provide wholly relevant responses, this had to do with 
discursive essays which discussed the dangers of smoking without paying heed to the specifi c 
point that the rubric directed them to. 

A small number of candidates argued in general terms, without taking care to identify the 
specifi cs of smoking practices and habits in their own country.

Some candidates ignored the word limit, which lost them marks for irrelevance or repetition. 
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Examiner Comments

This is a very good answer. 

Content:
It is a wholly relevant answer, all bullet points are well covered and argued 
convincingly. It gives a comparative dimension on the subject, comparing 
the attitude towards smoking in England and Greece. It is marked in the high 
band 23-28.

Quality of language:
The communication is excellent. There is a variety of lexis and structures. It 
is fl uent. However, there are some spelling errors: e.g.  το κάπνιζμα/ από ότι 
φαίνετε/ απαγορεύετε
These errors result in the award of a lower mark, of course always in the 
highest band - a 16 instead of top 18 marks for language.
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Examiner Comments

Content:
The candidate has understood the task. The bullet points are covered and 
are developed. However, they are not developed well enough or convincingly 
enough to merit the higher band. The answer is marked in the lower end of 
17-22 band.

Quality of language: 
Communication is satisfactory. There is some attempt to use a variety of lexis 
and structures: e.g. Για αυτούς τους λόγους, πιστεύω ότι το κάπνισμα δεν 
κάνει καλό για την υγεία.
Grammar is sometimes inaccurate e.g. το κάπνισμα δεν είναι καλά/ πολλές 
τσιγάρες
Structures are sometimes inaccurate: e.g. στη χώρα μου η συνήθεια του 
καπνίσματος είναι ότι είναι κακό.
It is marked in the higher end of 8-11 band.
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    Grade Boundaries 
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