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Answer two questions.

Each question is worth 40 marks.

Choose TWO of the questions that follow, and answer both parts, (a) and (b),
for both the questions that you choose.

1. The Constitutional Framework of US Government

 (a) Explain how the US Constitution limits the power of Congress. [10]

 (b) Discuss the extent to which the US Constitution hinders effective government. [30]

2. The Legislative Branch of Government: US Congress

 (a) Explain the importance of the ‘power of the purse’. [10]

 (b) Assess the view that Congress is characterised more by conflict than by co-operation.
   [30]

3. The Executive Branch of Government

 (a) Explain the importance of the presidential role of ‘commander-in-chief’. [10]

 (b) ‘US presidents are far more likely to fail than to succeed.’ Discuss.  [30]

4. The Judicial Branch of Government: The Supreme Court

 (a) Explain why some nominations as justices to the Supreme Court are not confirmed by 
the Senate. [10]

 (b) Evaluate whether the Supreme Court is more a legal body than a political one. [30]
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