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Answer two questions.

Each question is worth 40 marks.

Choose TWO of the questions that follow, and answer both parts, (a) and (b), 
for both the questions that you choose.

1. The Constitutional Framework of US Government

 (a) Explain how the US Constitution is flexible. [10]

 (b) Assess the extent to which federalism is the most important principle underpinning the 
US Constitution.  [30]

2. The Legislative Branch of Government: the US Congress

 (a) Explain the impact of gridlock on the work of Congress. [10]

 (b) Evaluate whether Congress is more effective at law-making than any of its other 
functions. [30]

3. The Executive Branch of Government

 (a) Explain the significance of the presidential veto.  [10]

 (b) ‘The federal bureaucracy is too powerful.’ Discuss.  [30]

4. The Judicial Branch of Government: the Supreme Court

 (a) Explain the Supreme Court’s role as guardian of the Constitution. [10]

 (b) ‘The Supreme Court’s most effective role is as the champion of the rights of citizens.’ 
Discuss. [30]
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