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Answer two questions.

Each question is worth 40 marks.

Choose TWO of the questions that follow, and answer both parts, (a) and (b), 
for both the questions that you choose.

1. The Electoral Process and Direct Democracy

 (a) Explain why the Electoral College can be defended. [10]

 (b) ‘Candidates are more significant to the outcome of elections in the USA than other 
factors.’ Discuss. [30]

2. Political Parties

 (a) Explain why factions exist within the two main parties in the USA. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the claim that political parties are in serious decline in the USA. [30]

3. Voting Behaviour

 (a) Explain why levels of turnout in US elections tend to be relatively low. [10]

 (b) Assess the extent to which religion and region play a more important role than other 
factors in determining voting behaviour in the USA. [30]

4. Pressure Groups

 (a) Explain the importance of lobbying to pressure groups in the USA. [10]

 (b) Analyse whether pressure group politics in the USA is based more on pluralism than 
elitism. [30]
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