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Answer two questions.
Each question is worth 40 marks.

Choose TWO of the questions that follow, and answer both parts, (a) and (b), for both the questions 
that you choose.

1. The Constitutional Framework of US Government

 (a) Explain the constitutional relationship between the federal government and the states.  
 [10]

 (b) ‘The US Constitution is irrelevant to the actual operation of government in the USA 
today.’ Discuss. [30]

2. The Legislative Branch of Government: the US Congress

 (a) Explain the importance of Congressional oversight. [10]

 (b) Evaluate the view that the legislative process makes it impossible to pass radical 
legislation quickly in the USA. [30]

3. The Executive Branch of Government

 (a) Explain why it is difficult to control the federal bureaucracy. [10]

 (b) Analyse critically the argument that the presidency is more imperilled than imperial.  
 [30]

4. The Judicial Branch of Government: the Supreme Court

 (a) Explain how the Supreme Court ensures the protection of rights in the USA. [10]

 (b) ‘The US Supreme Court is not an impartial guardian of the Constitution.’ Discuss. [30]


