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Support Material

GCE Government and Politics

OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Government and Politics: H095

Unit: F851
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE specification in Government and Politics for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Government and Politics. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Government and Politics. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Politics of the UK F851

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	Political Parties. Compulsory topic- guaranteed question on it-either source-based or essay. 

Each of six sections of Specifications given 15 hours as below, assuming all six sections covered. Three of the four optional topics seen as a minimum to give candidates choice in examination and proper preparation for A2.

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	2 hours. 

Definition of party.

Roles and functions


	· Identify key roles of Governing, Election, Representation, Policy, Recruitment, Participation, Communication and Ideology. 

· Identify these via discussion. Using pp 142-148 of Roberts, they expand on key roles for homework.

· Discuss implications of those roles not being filled for democratic process.

· Discuss how modern political system could/might work without parties.

· Get them to find out why parents are/are not party members. 

· Persuade them to join any party-(preferably mainstream!).
	· Lancaster/Roberts ‘British Politics in Focus’ for a basic text for whole topic. Chapters and Activities on Parties and Ideology excellent. 

· Garner and Kelly ‘British Political Parties today’’ More demanding text for able.

· 3 main party sites.

· Series of Articles in Politics Review from Nov 2000 to present. E.g. Kelly ‘Tough times for the Tories’ Feb 2004.

· Politics Association resources. Photocopiable and available for your Intranet.

· Updating material - e.g. Guardian Unlimited.
	· Ensure a really good basis laid here. Must grasp these – essential - especially roles. They need clear notes. 
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	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Politics of the UK F851

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	Political Parties. Compulsory topic- guaranteed question on it-either source-based or essay. 

Each of six sections of Specifications given 15 hours as below, assuming all six sections covered. Three of the four optional topics seen as a minimum to give candidates choice in examination and proper preparation for A2.

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	2 hours. 

Party systems

One, two, multi party and dominant party systems

Advantages and disadvantages of above

UK party system in above
	· Ensure clear definitions made in notes of different systems.

· Using Activity 8.2 in Roberts on pp 148-149 (or own updated version) work through Qu 1 and 2 in class focussing on ‘ideal’ AS answers to bring out both AO1 and AO1. Qu 3 to be set for homework and allocated 25 marks each as per Qu 2 in exemplar OCR paper.

· Roberts Activity 8.1 on pp 143-5 is excellent for homework.
	· MacNaughton ‘The changing nature of British Political Parties’ Talking Politics April 2003.
	· Essential grasp that UK system is changing and they need to have a clear picture in their own minds of where the UK system fits in to the theoretical framework.

	4 hours. 

UK Parties.

Structure and organisation

Values ,ideology and policies of 2 main parties
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Party democracy within main parties
	· Design own diagrams to illustrate: a) policy making process in parties; b) structure and organisation of two main parties.

· Ensuring grasp of key parts such as NEC and Conference.

· Research press archives of Telegraph and Guardian Unlimited- for student reports on role of Conference.

· Role and importance of individual members research sites of main parties for homework to see what individual members can do.

· Seminar with individuals  researching  and reporting specific policy areas of major parties – e.g. taxation, education etc to get picture of similarities and differences in both ideology and policy between the two parties.

· Plenary to ensure they grasp clearly and note the ideology and polices of the two major parties.

· Roberts Activities 9.1 to 9.5 offers an excellent range of homework and class based activities.

· Coverage of all the questions set there will ensure every likely angle covered.


	· Get in local MP, candidate, councillor to answer likely questions on role of party member etc (be prepared for surprising ignorance on part of some!).

· Party sites - really make using them a major part of homework.
	· Ensure they have good notes and good understanding of key areas - leader, candidate choice/ importance of party organisation.

· Grasp of basic ideology and policies (current) of major parties necessary.
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	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Politics of the UK F851

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	Political Parties. Compulsory topic- guaranteed question on it-either source-based or essay. 

Each of six sections of Specifications given 15 hours as below, assuming all six sections covered. Three of the four optional topics seen as a minimum to give candidates choice in examination and proper preparation for A2.

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	2 hours. 

Funding of parties

Sources of income

Issues surrounding party funding

Reform proposals
	· Use as training for AO2 primarily- likely questions 1 c) of specimen paper.

· Notes on sources of money and amounts gained by 3 major parties. (Electoral Commission website lays it out very clearly).

· Issue of state funding and the implications for democracy need to be discussed.

· Do sample essay “Make out a case both for and against the state funding of UK political parties”. Plan it in pairs; write it collectively so they have a model to work from. Ensure a balance, clear case each way. Correct amount of recent supportive detail to get full AO1 marks. Show how to select the right amount of relevant detail from the Electoral Commission site.

· Show range of different views on subject via Info.web.
	· Press research. Whole series of excellent articles in Guardian Unlimited arising out of cash for honours scandal.

· www.infoweb.newsbank.com is ideal

· Newsnight clips (available) were brilliant. Brought out whole issue very clearly.
	· Real focus on controversy here. Work on AO2 skills here.
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	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Politics of the UK F851

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	Political Parties. Compulsory topic- guaranteed question on it-either source-based or essay. 

Each of six sections of Specifications given 15 hours as below, assuming all six sections covered. Three of the four optional topics seen as a minimum to give candidates choice in examination and proper preparation for A2.

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	2 hours. 

Parties and the democratic process. Contribution to the demotic process. Merits and demerits in this context
	· Technique focus here.

· Timed Qu c from Qu 1 or a Qu 2.

· “Discuss the view that political parties are essential to the democratic process”. Ensure that the ‘rules’ for the writing of such essays are stressed first.

· Note Roberts pp ‘179-183’ on minor parties. Do Activity 9.6 in class as training for Qu 1.
	· Section in  D Watts ‘ Issues in British Politics’ CD for School College Intranets/printing out etc.
	· Real focus on key concepts here. Democracy - participation - representation.

	3 hours. Key Developments in UK parties

Systematic coverage of developments in

Ideology and policy

Organisation

Leadership

Electoral success or lack of

Funding
	· Vital for ‘contemporary’ aspect which new specs emphasise.

· Make them update each topic- section of own notes - exemplars.

· Do it on a daily basis and then systematise it at end of each topic.

· Give each student responsibility for an area – eg Labour’s foreign policy and make them do a short presentation on it.
	· Economist ‘Bagehot’ articles.

· Class research in press.
	· Specific recent examples are vital for AO1 marks.
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Sample Lesson Plan: Government and Politics H095 
Contemporary Politics of the UK F851

Critique of the first-past-the-post (FPTP) method of electing MPs

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.


Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students should be able to describe the operation of the FPTP system.

	Objective 2
	Students should understand, and be able to explain, a range of common criticisms FPTP.

	Objective 3
	Students should have an improved ability to interpret graphs and data.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Check and summarise student knowledge and understanding of the operation of the FPTP system and criticisms that may have already been covered.

Content


	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	· Recap the operation of the FPTP system.

· Recap any criticisms already identified.

	5 minutes
	· Place students in pairs or small groups and distribute previously prepared materials which illustrate classic criticisms of FPTP – or not.  For example:

· The qualifications for being a candidate;

· The qualifications for voting;

· Graph of actual turnout out at general election since 1945;

· Graph of % turnout at general election since 1945;

· Graphs of the % of seats and votes won by each of the two major parties at general elections since 1945;

· Graphs of the % of seats and votes won by each of all minor parties/combined parties at general elections since 1945;

· Data for the number of women and minority candidates standing at recent general elections;


	Time
	Content

	
	· Data for the number of women and minority candidates who successful were at recent general elections;

· Data for the age of candidates at recent general elections;

· Prose extracts from publications written in support of lowering the voting age to 16;

· Newspaper articles (or Internet versions) on electronic voting, postal voting scandals etc.;

· Data illustrating safe seats and the accumulation of large majorities electing nobody;

· Data for seats where the winning candidate had a minority of the vote;

· Data illustrating regional bias in electoral outcomes;

· Each pair or group should have a different set of materials which might comprise one or more of the above.

	10 minutes
	· Students, in their pairs or groups, examine the material and decide whether it is evidence of unfairness and therefore a source of criticism.

	20 minutes
	· Pairs/groups each present an argument in support of the view that the FPTP system is unfair. 

· A scribe records this on the board/electronic whiteboard/projection software.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	· Plenary: The whole class ranks the arguments in order of importance/ persuasiveness using a pre-prepared voting slip and arrives at a decision as a group.

	5 minutes
	· The teacher summarises what has been agreed, using, and emphasising, as much political vocabulary as is appropriate - representativeness, proportionality, legitimacy, mandate etc. 


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Government and Politics
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Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Government and Politics for first teaching in September 2008.
Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
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Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.

















= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.











= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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