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SOURCES FOR QUESTION 1

Read the sources below and use them when answering 
Question 1.

SOURCE A

RESIGNATIONS OVER COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY

MINISTER DATE REASON FOR RESIGNATION

Nigel 
Lawson 1989 Disagreement over economic 

policy with Margaret Thatcher

Geoffrey 
Howe 1990 Disagreement over EU policy 

with Margaret Thatcher

Robin Cook/
Clare Short 2003 Disagreement over Iraq 

invasion with Tony Blair
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SOURCE B

THE CONVENTIONS OF INDIVIDUAL MINISTERIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AND COLLECTIVE CABINET 
RESPONSIBILITY

Individual ministerial responsibility is vital to the 
democratic process as it ensures that someone, 
ultimately, is accountable for the actions of all public 
servants and services. There is debate about how 
valuable collective cabinet responsibility is to our system 
of government. Everyone is well aware that ministers 
must disagree at times over a variety of issues, so 
retaining an appearance of unity is simply insulting the 
intelligence of the public. Given the fact that ministers 
cheerfully ‘leak’ to further their own ends and block 
colleagues’ aspirations, the time has come to end this 
unnecessary convention.
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SOURCE C

RESIGNATIONS OVER INDIVIDUAL MINISTERIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY

MINISTER DATE REASON FOR RESIGNATION

Peter 
Mandelson 1998 Failure to declare a home loan

Stephen 
Byers 2002 Failings of his special advisers

Beverley 
Hughes 2004 Misleading Parliament over 

immigration issues

David 
Blunkett 2005 Work outside Parliament

David Laws 2010 Parliamentary expenses

Liam Fox 2011 Breaching ministerial code
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Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content 
that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and 
contact all copyright holders whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the 
issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright 
acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright Acknowledgements 
Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely 
available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live 
examination series.
If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any 
third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct 
its mistake at the earliest possible opportunity.
For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First 
Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 
OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment 
is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 
(UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.
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