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GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

Answer three questions.

Explain what is meant by ‘statute law’ and ‘convention’. [12]

Discuss the view that statute law is the most important source of the British constitution. [28]

Explain what is meant by ‘the backbenches’ and ‘the opposition’ in the House of Commons.

[12]
Discuss the view that the opposition plays no useful role in the House of Commons. [28]
Outline the role of higher civil servants in a government department. [12]
Discuss the view that higher civil servants have a major influence on policy-making. [28]
Outline the main features of judicial review in the United Kingdom. [12]

Discuss the view that judicial review is of little importance in the British system of government.
[28]
Outline the aims and purpose of the European Union. [12]

Discuss the view that the Maastricht Treaty has been the most important development in the
European Union since 1990. [28]

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (OCR) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES),
which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

© OCR 2008

2597 Jan08



