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Answer two questions .

This is a synoptic unit. Y ou will be awarded marks for your ability to draw together the knowledge,
understanding and skills which you have acquired from your study of all parts of this course.

In answering each question, you should draw upon the knowledge and understanding gained from
your study of Government and Politics of both the United States and the UK. Where appropriate, you
should also make references to other political systems, as well as the European Union.

1 Discuss the impor tance of judicial independence from other branches of government. [60]

2 Discuss whether the activity of interest g roups helps or hinders representative democracy. [60]

3 Contrast the importance of parties in the selection of presidential candidates and party leaders. [60]

4 Discuss the mer its of presidential forms of government over prime ministerial forms of government.
[60]

5 Analyse the claim that elections no longer ful�l their functions . [60]

6 Discuss the bene�ts of a shift in po wer away from the centre in modern political systems. [60]

7 Discuss the vie w that the most important role of legislatures today is to check executives. [60]

8 Ev aluate the contribution of di�erent institutions to the defence of rights and liberties in modern
political systems. [60]
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