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Introduction
A pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well-prepared for this examination. 
Subject knowledge was particularly strong and there was, for the most part, a pleasing 
focus on the wording of the questions. The questions worked well for differentiation and 
all questions appeared to be equally accessible to candidates. There were a number of 
outstanding responses across all eight questions.

The most popular short questions were the responses on humanitarian intervention and the 
‘clash of civilizations’ thesis. The most popular long response was the question on the IMF, 
WTO and World Bank, followed by the question on climate change. The least popular short 
response was the question on global poverty and the least popular long question was the 
one on international law and courts.

The advice from previous series of questions remains valid. As usual, there were a few key 
differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to success in responding to the 
questions set is to recognize that not one, but in the case of the longer essay response, four 
marks, are being awarded for each script.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of 
the available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03. 
A large proportion of candidates score well in A01 because they provide detailed and 
developed knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they can fail 
to attain the marks that are available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform 
at the highest level in A02 revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and 
parallels or connections. This can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily 
on production of learnt fact and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are expected 
to provide an awareness of competing viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area 
for some. The longer questions are designed for debate and discussion of alternative 
viewpoints. A03 can also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the 
earlier A0 elements into a structured and logical response, which provides balance and use 
of appropriate political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focussed on, the Further 
Guidance for Route D document. This was prepared by the previous Principal Examiner and 
can be found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content explanation 
and advice to support the initial specification document. There are numerous other valuable 
resources including past papers and mark schemes. It is also pleasing to note that teachers 
and students are making good use of recently developed resources.
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Question 1
This was the most popular of the short 15 mark questions and there were a significant 
number of candidates who were able to clearly define or explain the central term and to 
provide a number of examples of humanitarian intervention in support of arguments for 
criticism. The most popular criticism had a focus on impact on state sovereignty, a perceived 
cultural bias in application and the selectivity in application. Candidates often suggested that 
humanitarian intervention could sometimes worsen a situation and, again, clear examples 
were used to support this view.
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This script begins with a definition and explanation of the central term and also introduces 
the concept of R2P.
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This script covers a wide range of factors. It begins with a consideration that humanitarian 
intervention is selective and often in the national interest. Examples like the lack of intervention 
relating to Russia in Ukraine and Chechnya or China in Tibet are used. The response then looks at 
the idea that sovereignty is undermined by intervention. Next is the idea that intervention often 
takes place under the idea of universal human rights even though universalism is controversial. 
A reference to Asian Values is used in consideration of this. Finally there is a consideration of 
the idea of double standards relating to the US in particular and Guantanamo Bay being used to 
example this point.

Examiner Comments

A clear definition and then a range of c points with examples and 
explanation is often very well rewarded.

Examiner Tip
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This script begins with an attempt at explaining the key term and then moves to the first of 
four criticisms.
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The main elements identified include disagreements over the interpretation of 
human rights as a justification for humanitarian intervention. The selfish nature 
of interventionism is also explored as is the unexpected consequences that can 
arise when intervention takes place. The response finishes with a reference to the 
weakening of the traditional concept of state sovereignty.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 
This was the second most popular response on the examination paper in the short question 
section. Very few candidates attempted to tackle this question without a reasonable 
knowledge of the general principles of the thesis. A number of candidates focussed on 
central themes such as the shift from traditional state centric or ideological tensions to 
cultural/civilizational tensions. The likelihood of tensions between the West and the Islamic 
world was explored as well as tensions between China and the West and also the West and 
Russia. Stronger candidates provided a real depth of detail as well as strong examples.
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This script begins with a detailed and lengthy explanation of the origins of the thesis.
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The script identifies that ideology and national conflict will be replaced by civilizational conflict 
based on identity and culture, particularly along fault lines. There is a historical background with 
a focus on the reasons why conflict between the West and Islam is considered particularly likely. 
A rejection of universalism and the impact of globalisation is also discussed.

Examiner Comments
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This script moves immediately to the central focus of the thesis and then develops a number 
of important points with examples.
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The response makes clear the basis for differences between the identified civilizations with some 
useful historic background and explanation. The tension between the West and Islam is a central 
focus but there is also time to explain tensions between the West, particularly the US, and China.

Examiner Comments

Contemporary examples are effectively used to illustrate theory.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This was, narrowly, the least popular of the short responses on the examination paper. There 
were a number of outstanding responses as well as a number of responses where candidates 
seemed to struggle to come to terms with the specific question. Stronger candidates were 
able to present contrasting views as to why global poverty exists and were able to provide 
clear evidence to support each of these views. The most popular approach was to put 
forward the case that poverty was caused by the actions of wealthier states and to contrast 
this with the view that the causes of global poverty were often internal to poorer states 
rather than being caused by structural and other inequalities.
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A particularly direct response which immediately highlights one of the views as to why 
poverty exists.
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Dependency theory is explained with a reference to the core and periphery model and the poverty 
trap that some global south states find themselves in. This is contrasted with the view that 
poverty can be linked with the failings of global south states due to issues such as corruption 
and inefficiency. Public service spending and human rights abuses are both discussed along with 
a perceived link to low levels of entrepreneurial action. Neo-colonialism and colonialism are also 
discussed with western dominance of international financial institutions such as the IMF and World 
Bank as well as exploitation by TNCs of cheap labour.

Examiner Comments
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A brief explanation of global poverty moves rapidly to consideration of cause.
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This is an interesting attempt which covers a wide range of debate quite rapidly. The 
orthodox perspective leads to a brief consideration of what is meant by development. 
Dependency theory, colonialism and neo-colonialism are all considered and there is 
reference to Frank and to Wallerstein and the World System Theory with the core and 
periphery model. The actions of TNCs make up part of this explanation.

Examiner Comments

Useful reference to key political theorists.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
This was a reasonably popular question which allowed candidates to distinguish between 
their own choice of contrasting views on how best to tackle climate change. A few 
candidates considered the developed and developing world perspectives but the majority 
considered the reformist and radical division. Stronger candidates provided a depth of 
explanation and example which a fair number of candidates failed to achieve. 



GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D 29

There is a brief introduction which sets up a consideration of different schools of ecology 
although the explanation and focus is imbalanced but still knowledgeable.
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Shallow ecology or light green or reformist approach is considered first with key 
elements discussed. Limits to growth, sustainable development and the actions of the 
UNFCCC are explained with reference to anthropocentrism and the acceptance of getting 
richer slower. Deep ecology has a weaker explanation but is described as being more 
revolutionary with a rejection of human centred development and rejection of adaptation 
strategies which are further explained. This remains a particularly knowledgeable and 
information laden response.

Examiner Comments

Comparisons would normally require a balanced amount of 
explanation, in this case of the two contrasting views.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 
This was the third most popular question from the 15 mark section. A number of candidates 
failed to tackle both parts of the question which limited their score. Stronger candidates 
were able to explain the range of reasons why nuclear proliferation takes place which 
includes, the huge destructive power of nuclear weapons, concerns about particular, 
arguably unstable, states developing nuclear weapons as well as cost and increased fear of 
miscalculation with horizontal proliferation. A number of candidates had awareness of key 
control treaties and bodies which included the 1969 NPT, START, actions of sovereign states 
and of the IAEA.
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This response begins with a nuclear proliferation explanation including the concepts of 
horizontal and vertical proliferation.
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A great deal of ground is covered by this response as it attempts to deal with a two part 
question. The 'Why?' part of the question is tackled with reference to the dangers of 
the security dilemma, the fears connected with miscalculation as horizontal proliferation 
increases the number of states, terrorism concerns and the damage caused by even 
relatively small weapons such as those used at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 'How?' part 
of the question is covered by reference to the key Non Proliferation Treaty of 1968, the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and the actions of the International Atomic Energy Agency.

Examiner Comments

A two part question clearly requires a significant focus on both parts 
in order to maximise marks.

Examiner Tip
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The introduction is brief and has a focus on horizontal nuclear proliferation although 
reference to attempts to stop vertical proliferation is made later.
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Whilst not as strong as the other example, this script does still tackle both parts of the 
question with a focus, initially, on the How? How? is covered by an explanation of the 
NPT and bilateral talks including the START process. Why? is covered by a significant 
consideration of terrorist actions as well as the devastating consequences of nuclear 
weapons and a perceived concern over the introduction of more useable weapons.

Examiner Comments

Again, both how and why are covered which wasn't the case in a number 
of other scripts.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This was the most popular of the longer questions on the examination paper and provided a 
wide range of quality in terms of response. Stronger responses were able to provide detail 
on each organisation as well as on their general contribution to failing or helping the world's 
poor. A number of candidates went on to discuss wider causes of poverty and to evaluate 
their contribution in comparison to the named institutions. A number of candidates were 
able to provide a wide range of examples to support their assertions.

This response is particularly direct with an immediate overview of the key institutions in 
readiness for the debate to follow.
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The response begins with a discussion on the 
value and impact of SAPs and remains balanced 
throughout. Each economic institution is considered 
with reference to a number of political theorists and 
with a broad use of examples.

Examiner Comments

Theorists are often over-used by 
candidates but can be very effective if 
closely linked to the developing argument.

Examiner Tip
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This is, again, a very direct introduction and overview of the three central institutions.
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SAPs are the opening element in this discussion and there is a reference to a number of 
theorists. The IMF is considered with examples and a two sided debate. The HIPC process 
makes up part of the debate as well as a two sided, example laden, discussion of the World 
Bank and also the WTO.

Examiner Comments

Numerous candidates decided the best way to approach this response was a 
general criticism of the institutions before specifically turning to a two sided 
debate on each one.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
This was the least popular of the longer questions on the examination paper. Candidates 
often discussed effectiveness and the characteristics of effectiveness before evaluating the 
extent to which international law and judicial courts were able to provide effective protection 
of human rights. Many candidates were able to discuss the actions of the International 
Criminal Court as well as Special Tribunals and European Courts. Common criticism of these 
bodies tended to focus on state sovereignty, double standards, cultural bias with numerous 
examples.

The script begins with an immediate focus on the actions of the ICC and also the ICJ before 
moving to other judicial bodies.
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The ICJ is the first point of discussion and there is  knowledge of the famous 1980s Nicaragua 
- US case as well as others. The non-binding failings of the court are examined. The ICC is the 
next key institution to face scrutiny and the significant criticisms of the ICC are made clear. 
The limited powers of investigation with a focus, to date, on Africa and limited prosecutions 
are all discussed along with the lack of forces in support of arrests and the lack of universal 
membership. The Special UN Tribunals are also discussed in some detail and whilst the 
response is quite critical of courts and tribunals there are positive attributes identified such 
as the high profile prosecutions that have taken place and also the deterrence value of the 
institutions which is, of course, quite hard to evaluate.

Examiner Comments
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This script has a rather brief introduction which includes an attempt at definition and an 
initial identification of key criticisms of international law and courts.
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A wide range of courts are identified immediately and include the ICJ, ICC and Special 
Tribunals. Any concerns that this may be a rather one-sided response soon disappear 
with discussion of the prosecution of high profile individuals and near global jurisdiction of 
some of these courts. The willingness to prosecute even political leaders is applauded as is 
the deterrence value of the institutions and the widespread acceptance of the courts and 
tribunals. Criticism is centred on certain themes which include the perceived western bias 
and western legal system. Cultural opposition is explored as is the idea of double standards 
with reference to Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib. The ICC focus on black Africans is 
mentioned and there is further criticism focussed on each specific court and tribunal.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

This was the second most popular of the 45 mark questions on the examination paper 
and produced a variety of responses in terms of knowledge and analysis in particular. 
Whilst some candidates provided a general discussion on climate change, others were 
able to provide real detail of achievements and failings in international conferences and 
agreements. The division between developed and developing states was often explored as 
was discussion of the Tragedy of the Commons idea. Divisions between views as to how best 
to tackle climate change were also used by some to tackle the question.

After a brief introduction the candidate moves to discussion of a wide collection of issues 
relating to climate change.
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Both sides of the debate are covered as the candidate begins with discussion relating to 
the division between the developed and developing world over issues such as historic 
responsibility and how to measure state responsibility. The major climate conferences 
including Kyoto, Copenhagen and Paris are discussed with detail such as the Paris 2% 
targets and the $100bn fund. The issue of the Tragedy of the Commons is explained along 
with the free rider concept and there is explanation as to the divide between the reformist 
and radical camps.

Examiner Comments



76 GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D

Paper Summary
A pleasing collection of scripts make clear the quality of teaching and learning that takes 
place across this particular route. 

Clearly there is a great appetite for the subject, even though there are significant demands 
placed on the student by the ever changing content in terms of examples to illustrate the 
key themes.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Try to provide brief definitions/explanations of key terms even in short responses.

•  Stronger 45 mark responses tend to provide a clear sense of direction in introductions 
which can include definitions/explanations of key terms and key points for discussion 
that are likely to follow.

• Quotes can be very useful but not in isolation. Make clear the relevance of a quote.

•  Reference back to the title usually ensures that a response is on target and remains 
relevant.

• Examples strengthen responses, particularly if they are contemporary.

• Beware the temptation to explain all that you know rather than what is actually relevant.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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