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Introduction
The overall standard of responses in Unit 3B was broadly in line with that in previous 
sessions. There were relatively few examples of candidates misunderstanding or 
misinterpreting questions although in some cases candidates did not make explicit their 
understanding of the key concepts within a question, by giving a short definition. A small 
minority of candidates opted to only answer two questions from section A and this should be 
strongly discouraged.

An important discriminator, as in previous years, was the extent to which candidates focused 
on the specific question set. Those candidates who did not do this were unable to score as 
highly. Good advice to candidates preparing for exams is to spend time thinking about the 
question, identifying the key words or terms and, for essays in particular, planning their 
answer before answering the question.
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Question 1
This was one of the less popular questions in section A. Most candidates were able to 
identify the link, although some over emphasised the anarchist opposition to the state and 
worked backwards from there. Stronger responses tended to have a short definition at the 
start, a clear focus on the question and made a range of points.
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There is a defintion at the  start, a clear focus on 
the question and several links covered, including the 
illustration of anarcho-capitalism at the end. This 
response was given full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
This was one of the more popular questions in this section. Most candidates were stronger 
on the traditional conservative view, but were able to compare this with the New Right 
perspective. Stronger responses developed and illustrated their explanations of each view.
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This candidate spends much of their time providing 
definitions at the start and this leaves less time to answer 
the question. They go on to outline the two different views, 
but without the necessary development to score a higher 
mark. This response achieved a higher level two mark.

Examiner Comments

There is no need to provide an introduction when answering 
section A questions. It is a good idea to define key terms 
where necessary, but this candidate has given themselves less 
time to answer the question due to their lengthy introduction.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This was one of the more  popular  questions in this section. Most candidates were able to 
give two or more reasons for supporting a revolutionary 'road', along with some illustration.
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This is a wide ranging response with development and 
illustration of each point. An unhelpful example is given 
towards the end, but this does not detract from the overall 
point. This response achieved a high level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
This was the most popular question in this section. The vast majority of candidates 
were able to distinguish between negative and positive freedom. Stronger responses 
acknowledged that all liberals support freedom and that positive freedom is best viewed as 
an addition to, rather than a substitute for, negative freedom.
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This candidate makes the point that all liberals support 
freedom. They go on to develop their explanations of negative 
and positive freedom, showing the implications each has for 
the state. This response achieved a high level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
This was one of the less popular questions in this section. Most candidates were able to give 
more than one illustration. Stronger responses tended to have a wider range of points and 
more development and illustration of their points.
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This is a relatively concise and well written answer. 
Each point is well put and there is development. This 
response achieved a mid level three mark. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This was the most popular essay question. Most candidates gave a reasonably detailed 
summary of the traditional conservative view of human nature and provided some balance 
with the liberal New Right view. Stronger responses pointed out that the conservative 
New Right also believes in human imperfection and attempted to show how One Nation 
conservatism can be seen as departing from the traditional conservative approach.
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This is a well written, well-argued and wide ranging response. The candidate looks 
at different aspects of human imperfection in turn and compares the traditional 
conservative view with the liberal New Right view. This response was awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
This was the least popular essay question. Most candidates wrote about Marxist or 
fundamental socialism and compared this with other traditions. Stronger responses 
maintained a clear focus on collectivism throughout their answers and kept a clear focus on 
the question. A small minority of candidates conflated collectivism with collectivisation or 
public ownership and this limited the scope of their responses.
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This candidate provides a definition at the start and retains 
the correct focus on collectivism, rather than just public 
ownership. The candidate goes on to discuss Marxist, social 
democratic and neo-revisionist strands of socialism. This 
response was awarded a level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
This was a reasonably popular essay choice. Most candidates identified that equality is a 
key concept for all liberals. Most were also able to distinguish between classical and modern 
liberal views on equality. Stronger responses pointed out that while both classical and 
modern liberals support the principle of equality of opportunity, neither support equality of 
outcome.
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This is a wide ranging essay with a clear focus on 
the question. Analysis is strong throughout. This 
response was awarded a high level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates should:

• make sure they answer all the questions required

• time themselves carefully on each question so as to avoid having to rush any answers

• ensure that answers remain focused on the specific question that has been asked

• avoid lengthy introductions when answering section A questions

• provide balance where required, but only where required

• provide short definitions of key concepts as appropriate.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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