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Introduction
General Overview 6GPO1

This summer’s paper proved to be fully accessible for the vast majority of candidates and at 
the same time provided opportunities for those who had prepared well to excel and prove 
the scope of their political knowledge and insight. Following the recent May 2015 General 
Election this added an extra layer of information for many who were able to display their 
contemporary awareness. However having noted this, the paper was set before the May 
General Election and reference to this was not a pre-requisite to gain full marks on any 
question or sub-section of the examination. However for many this was a bonus which they 
were able to exploit and advance their understanding of the subject.

Key trends which emerged

We saw improved performance in the c sections across the paper and some candidates 
surrendered marks on a & b but improved level performance on part c.

The democracy questions continue to be the most popular and here we saw a lot of 
candidates who could articulate sound arguments for the state of democracy in the UK – 
good practice is becoming far more widespread.

In contrast questions on political parties continue to be the least popular but have a 
significant number of candidates who entered into Level 3 – again proof that with good 
preparation candidates can do really well.

Pressure groups were the second most popular choice – often as the second question of 
the two selected. However it was painful to see the centres who understood the scope of 
the specification on this topic and those who did not and as a result it was often a binary 
outcome on part c of the question where the key concepts which surround this were often 
ignored.

Few candidates had any difficulty with the question on elections. As noted above many made 
accurate and pertinent reference to the May 2015 General Election but this was not a pre-
requisite to enter the top level and gain full marks – it was simply an additional avenue to 
use.
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Question 1
Q1a) Weaker candidates struggled to define democratic legitimacy and discussed power and 
authority rather than the right to exercise power. Stronger candidates were able to define 
democratic legitimacy accurately and offered the examples of elections and referendums as 
being two methods of achieving democratic legitimacy. A significant number of candidates 
had misread the question and consequently offered examples based on the traditional/
hereditary type which could gain no reward.

Q1b) A great many candidates included referendums as a way of improving representative 
democracy and failed to articulate how this method of direct democracy synergised with 
representative democracy. This flaw affected a number of very able candidates who went 
on to score very respectable marks on 1c. Weaker candidates did not explain the ways but 
merely stated the method. A small but not insignificant number of candidates referred to the 
unrepresentative nature of Parliament in terms of socio-ethnic background of MPs/Lords but 
failed to explain ‘ways’ to rectify the fault through things such as all women short-lists or 
other quota systems, thus the loop was not closed down to gain effective marks.

Q1c) In terms of knowledge and evidence, there was a very broad range of responses to this 
question.  Many respectable answers looked at it from the perspective of the ‘participation 
crisis’ and referred to the recent election as evidence of some possible improvement.  A 
good number even cited the Electoral Reform Society’s claim that the 2015 General 
Election was the most disproportionate ever. Others discussed the deficit by analysing the 
weaknesses and flaws with the democratic processes – problems with FPTP, unelected 
elements, over-mighty executive.  Again, the better candidates referred to data from the 
recent election.  A minority had difficulty with the notion of deficit and confused it with the 
economy.   Nevertheless, overall, this question enabled candidates to demonstrate their 
knowledge and use it to good effect.

This is a mixed script - which begins at a lower level than its ends.
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Part (a) is restricted to 2 marks.  The example of tradition 
is not a source of democratic legitimacy as required by 
the question.On (b) this cannot attain L3, e.g. the issue of 
representation could have been valid if a way to improve 
representative democracy had been made. After a weak start 
in (a) and (b) the response picks up in (c), making relevant 
and detailed points, and therefore merits L3.

Examiner Comments

The majority of marks are in the C section and the 
overall mark and thus grade depends heavily on this 
element.

Examiner Tip
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This response improves on (a) and (b) in comparison to the previous response.
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Again an excellent (c) section which merits Level 3

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Q2a) Most candidates showed a pleasing familiarity with the regional party list system, 
including some sophisticated awareness of closed versus open list and the d’hondt method. 
A small minority of candidates mistakenly asserted that in a closed list voters could not 
see the names of candidates whilst some others made some confusion with other systems. 
Candidates were generally well-focused on ‘workings’ with little deviation into effects, 
strengths or weaknesses. At its core this is a ‘mechanics’ question – how does the system 
work.  There was no credit given for where it operated.  This has featured in the past, but in 
this instance could not be rewarded.

Q2b) Here the bulk of candidates had a clear understanding of proportional representation, 
and were able to identify three disadvantages. The major discriminating factor here was the 
degree to which these factors were explained and not merely asserted – for example why 
coalitions, or a reduced constituency link, might be seen as ‘bad’. The strongest candidates 
showed awareness that some disadvantages are linked to specific PR systems, although this 
was not essential to reaching Level 3.

Q2c) The key to this question was a recognition, clearly stated in the question, that a 
balanced answer was not required. The real two ‘sides’ to this question were to recognise 
both the disadvantages of the current system, and the concomitant advantages of the 
alternatives. The strongest candidates showed awareness of exactly which alternative 
system might address which perceived weaknesses of first past the post, and the question 
did not limit them to proportional systems but also allowed scope for discussing AV and/
or SV. However, there were many very good responses from well-prepared candidates, 
who wrote about the disadvantages of FPTP and looked at the advantages of some other 
systems.  Some excellent responses identified a weakness, e.g. disproportionality, and 
then looked at the systems which would remedy this.  Knowledge of the 2015 election was 
widespread and accurate, and many candidates referred to the way UKIP above all had been 
penalised in contrast with the SNP.  It was also observed that the main reason for keeping 
unfair FPTP – it avoided coalitions – was now void and that the coalition had been strong 
and stable anyway and so you might as well have PR to achieve fairness, too.

Again this is a mixed performance script - this time the response falls away in the (c) section
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On (a) this response gains two marks for role of 
political party in a regional list system, one mark for 
proportionality, and one mark for electoral voting 
(not for an individual but a party).On (b) - this is a 
good answer and reaches L3 for AO1. However as we 
reach (c ) we see a clear L2 response.  There is not 
enough scope or depth to advance.

Examiner Comments
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This script is clearly at a higher level and the candidate attains Level 3 throughout.
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On part (a) - full marks for this section and the same 
again on part (b) - an excellent response achieving 
full of accurate detail. On (c) - here the answer 
attains L3 - a good and clear response

Examiner Comments

Many ask 'How much should be written?' and in truth 
there is no exact response. It is not about length it 
is about quality. A mark a minute should be a guide. 
Here the C section is not particularly long but it 
concise and all is relevant.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
Q3a) This question was on the whole, completed well. Some weaker candidates were 
confused about the differences between the two classifications of pressure groups. A good 
number simply repeated one difference and hoped it counted as two.  Many candidates cited 
examples to illustrate the distinctions they had outlined between the two types of pressure 
groups and this method allowed them to gain high marks in the process.

Q3b) Many candidates wrote impressive responses to the question.  With many, the lack 
of examples as required by the question meant that often they scored higher on AO2 than 
they did on AO1. It is clear that candidates must be prepared to respond to questions using 
accurate and recent examples. It was the clear use of three distinct examples which opened 
up the full range of marks and allowed top marks to be awarded.

Q3c)  The poorest responses and lowest scores on a part c section on the paper this summer 
were found here.  Many answers were vague and did not address the question.  Many 
candidates clearly did not understand what the question was asking them to do.  Having 
said that there were still many strong responses using key words such as pluralism and 
elitism successfully, and illustrating the points with examples of pressure groups.   Those 
candidates who began their answers by recognising that this was a question concerning 
pluralism and elitism tended to perform well, as this focused their minds on a balanced 
discussion of how well groups spread power within society. Other candidates fell into the 
trap of a generalised discussion of ‘pressure groups – good or bad’ and this tended to leave 
them at best stranded in mid-level 2. A common error was to concentrate on the internal 
democracy or lack of internal democracy within pressure groups. This approach had some 
validity but was not comprehensive enough. Many confused what the distribution of power 
actually means. Best answers discussed the representation of minority groups and talked 
about participation. The concentration side of the question was not handled well. Reference 
is constantly made to the key terms listed under the section on pressure groups and how 
these apply and will be examined, but these references are all too often ignored.

Please read this script in alignment with the common comments from Assistant Examiners in 
the report, especially with regard to the (c) section
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Part (a) obtains - 4 marks.  Part (b) A good response here for the 
section and well into Level 3. However the (c) section does not 
present a convincing argument that the full remit of the question is 
understood. It follows a pattern noted by many assistant examiners 
who identified underperformance on this part of the question.

Examiner Comments

Crucial to doing well on pressure groups is the 
need to fully understand ALL the key concepts in 
the specification, noting the importance for these 
not only on the shorter answers but on the longer 
sections too.

Examiner Tip
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This is another example of a response which commences in Level 2 but when in part (C) 
raises its profile to enter Level 3
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On (a) it is not precise in all detail here and thus it gains 3 marks. 
Moving to (b) the response achieves L2 for AO1, just, but does not 
posses full clarity and detail.Then on (c) - after an average start 
to this repsonse it raises its game and comes to terms with the 
demands of the question. A good example of L3.

Examiner Comments

This (c) section is fully aware of the remit of the 
question and uses the key concepts from the outset. 
This major point has been repeated several times in 
the report - only to emphasise its importance.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
4a) Most answers identified that consensus related to widespread agreement between 
parties but very few were able to discuss the nature of consensus as being a fundamental 
ideological agreement about British politics.  Those that were able to do so clearly then 
explained post-war, modern, or ‘third way’/post-Thatcherite consensus.  Less good answers 
talked very briefly about agreements between parties on specific policies, or confused 
consensus with coalition politics. A differentiation using adversary politics (not adversarial) 
served to gain credit for many.

4b) A good number of candidates were able to identify at least two similarities between 
political parties and pressure groups. In a number of cases, candidates argued for a third 
similarity – e.g. political parties and pressure groups are both covered by the media.  Such 
responses tended to be weak.  Better answers evidenced analysis of political parties and 
pressure groups working on the same agenda or as part of a broader movement – for 
example, distinguishing between the aims and methods of the Green Party and Friends of 
the Earth or the Labour Party and trade unions. On the whole, this question was answered 
well.

4c) This question was better addressed generally than in most recent series, perhaps 
prompted by the obvious wealth of material arising from the general election. Most 
candidates chose not to risk falling foul of any definition of ‘major parties’ and focused on 
Labour and the Conservatives, which was a perfectly acceptable route to the full range of 
marks. A pleasingly small minority opted for a generalised New Labour/post-Thatcherite 
consensus style answer, and there was much relevant and balanced discussion over a range 
of issues, mostly commonly concerning the economy, the NHS and Europe. A few candidates 
did suffer from accuracy issues.  Others creditably discussed developments since the 
election, such as Labour’s new found support for an EU referendum.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

• Define concepts.  Key concepts are a central part of the specification and will always be 
relevant. 

• This is so apparent on the section relating to pressure groups where the understanding 
of all the key concepts often permeates the entire question.

• Make good use of examples – these are the frameworks to gain both AO1 knowledge 
and understanding but also AO2 analysis and evaluation. 

• At times examples are explicitly required in the set question but often in the longer 
responses they can serve to advance the responses to a higher level.

• Work to the maxim of one minute per mark allocation to even performance across all 
sections of the paper

• Promote and raise the profile of answers with reference to key data and facts - on 
elections this can be trends in turnout and the percentage of the vote gained by the 
main parties

• On elections it is crucial to know the mechanics or workings of electoral systems as 
opposed to where they operate- the how not the where.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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