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Introduction
The overall standard of responses in Unit 4B was broadly in line with that in previous 
sessions. There were relatively few examples of candidates misunderstanding or 
misinterpreting questions. Even so, an important discriminator was the extent to which 
candidates focused on the specific question set. Those candidates who did not do this were 
unable to score as highly. Good advice to candidates preparing for exams is to spend time 
thinking about the question, identifying the key words or terms and, for essays in particular, 
planning their answer before they put pen to paper.
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Question 1 (x)
This was the least popular of the Section A questions. Many candidates made a clear link 
between identity politics and multiculturalism and covered issues of negative stereotypes 
and the desire to advance and celebrate positive identities. Some answers drifted into more 
general features of multiculturalism, without specific reference to identity politics.

This was the least popular of the Section A questions. Many candidates made a clear link 
between identity politics and multiculturalism and covered issues of negative stereotypes 
and the desire to advance and celebrate positive identities. Some answers drifted into more 
general features of multiculturalism, without specific reference to identity politics.
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This is a strong level three response. The answer makes clear reference to identity politics and 
covers the importance of challenging stereotypes for both multiculturalism and identity politics.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (x)
This was the most popular question in Section A and was mostly answered well. Most 
candidates were able to give a clear explanation of why radical feminists have claimed that 
'the personal is the political' with reference to patriarchy and oppression in the family and 
the need to challenge the public/ private divide.
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This response identifies the key points about the private and the 
public spheres, and the importance of patriarchy (and challenging 
patriarchy) in family relationships. It is less well developed on 
how changes in the personal sphere can lead to major changes in 
the public sphere. It was given a high level two mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (x)
This was a popular question and generally answered well. Nearly all candidates were able to 
give at least one clear distinction between nationalism and racialism, and most were able to 
give two. In a very small minority of cases candidates conflated racialism with racism and 
discussed hostility to immigration in general.
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This response is wide ranging and identifies a number of key 
distinctions between these two terms. As well as the contrasts 
between culture/ biology and inclusive/ exclusive the 
candidate goes on to include the contrasts between equality/ 
hierarchy and the notion of political and scientific concepts. 
The response is very well written and was awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (x)
This was one of the less popular questions in section A. Most candidates were able to 
explain two or more key ideas of eco-anarchism. In a small number of cases candidates 
became overly concerned with more general aspects of anarchism, such as hostility to the 
state, without locating this in the context of eco-anarchism.
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This is a wide ranging response with three main points, each 
with some development. It was awarded a high level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (x)
This question was generally answered well. Most candidates were able to provide more than 
one ground on which Conservatives have criticised multiculturalism, with some illustration. 
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This response is well written and covers a wide range 
of Conservative grounds for criticising multiculturalism, 
including the Conservative view of human nature, support 
for a cohesive nationalism and hostility to devaluing 
aspects of the national culture. It was awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This was a popular essay question and most candidates covered liberal, socialist and radical 
feminism. Stronger responses made continued reference to the question and developed a 
clear argument in their essays, with most arguing that e.g. liberal and socialist feminism 
are compatible while radical feminism is not compatible with other political ideologies. 
Some candidates argued that feminism and Conservatism are not compatible, due to their 
different views on the family. The vast majority of candidates provided a clear concluding 
paragraph summing up their arguments.
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This response is strong on each of the three main 
strands of feminism and keeps a strong focus on the 
question. The candidate also brings in other ideological 
traditions, including Conservatism, and is strong on 
evaluation. This answer was awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
This was the most popular essay question and mostly answered well. Most candidates 
covered liberal and expansionist nationalism, with stronger responses bringing in other 
forms, such as anti-colonial or cultural nationalism. A key discriminator was continuously 
referring back to the question and evaluating the extent to which nationalism, in its different 
forms, breeds conflict and war. The vast majority of candidates provided a clear concluding 
paragraph summing up their arguments.
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This response has very good coverage of liberal 
and expansionist nationalism, with a clear focus 
on the question throughout. It is well written and 
well-argued and achieved a high level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
This was not a popular essay question. Stronger responses made clear reference throughout 
to conventional moral thinking and were able to show how different forms of ecologism 
were either in line with it, or went beyond it. A key discriminator for candidates was this 
focus on moral thinking rather than more generally contrasting the different strands within 
ecologism. The vast majority of candidates provided a clear concluding paragraph summing 
up their arguments.
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This response is well written and focuses on the question throughout. 
Some key distinctions between shallow and deep ecologists are given, 
along with some evaluation of the extent to which they do, or do not, 
go beyond conventional moral thinking. This is a level three response.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Read questions carefully, at least twice, before choosing which ones to answer. Make 
sure you are clear about what the question is asking you to do and answer those 
questions where you are confident you can do this.

• Avoid drifting away from answering the question. One way to help you avoid this kind of 
drift is to re-use or refer back to the key wording of the question in your answer.

• It is a good idea to give clear definitions or explanations of key concepts, e.g. for many 
of the section A questions a succinct definition of a key term should help you to focus 
your answer.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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