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Introduction
There was unanimous agreement which emerged from Assistant Examiners that the summer 
Unit 1 was a highly accessible paper and provided a platform for candidates to achieve the 
top tier of marks. It was also effective in that it accurately discriminated those scripts which 
had researched and instilled contemporary and accurate detail into their responses. The 
need to be contemporary is at the core of Government and Politics and it is heartening to 
see how many candidates and centres do connect with current events and in the process 
richly enhance their responses and earn a justified reward. There was clear evidence, if 
that is needed, that reflection and reading examiner reports which highlight salient tips 
and advice does make a difference to performance. In terms of popularity Question 1 on 
democracy topped the poll. The detail on specific performance is noted below. Question 2 on 
pressure groups was next in terms of popularity – but often as a second not a first choice, 
again here there are issues which require focus upon to secure success and these have 
been noted for reference. Question 3 on political parties was the least popular – that is not 
a new trend but one which is slowly reversing, there were many excellent responses to this 
question and a significantly high amount of level three scores were awarded here, proof that 
it is an accessible and lucrative option to take. Question 4 on elections was in the main very 
well handled (a combination of Question 1 and Question 4 being the most common overall 
route). It is worth noting that the operative element of electoral systems is now more widely 
understood and the issue of incorrect labelling is the mistake of the few, however, as noted 
below there is a need to be more precise to advance and increase marks in this area. 
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Question 1 (x)
1a) Outline two ways other than voting in elections and referendums, in which 
people can participate in politics.

Candidates performed generally well on this question. Many cited joining political parties 
and pressure groups as two ways of participating and were credited accordingly. Full marks 
were rare as students usually did not go on to provide support to their chosen ways. They 
identified but did not provide enough detail in accompaniment. Electronic participation 
(e-petitions) and citizen juries were selected by a significant minority. A small minority of 
students argued that keeping informed about politics was participation but this was not 
credited.

1b) Explain three criticisms that have been made of referendums.

Again, this was generally a well-answered question.  Most candidates were able to give 
three valid criticisms of referenda.  A small number of candidates wasted time giving an 
over-developed definition of referenda, rather than quickly addressing the question at 
hand.  Some excellent answers were very well-worked, with a developed explanation of the 
limitations.  A significant minority did have underuse of referenda as a criticism, which was 
not rewarded.  In a similar fashion many berated referendums in the UK with the mistake 
that Governments can choose the wording which is incorrect and not again rewarded. The 
very best answers included concrete examples. Most usually these examples were used to 
exemplify problems regarding voter turnout or tyranny of the majority.

1c) Assess the strengths of representative democracy as it operates in the UK.

This question produced a wide variety of answers because there were so many different and 
acceptable interpretations of ‘representative democracy’ and its key elements. Few got the 
wide range of elements listed in the mark scheme and many focused on a much narrower 
range of issue such as:

The issue of representative democracy v direct democracy

The issue of the value of having ‘expert’ MPs to decide in Parliament rather than the voters. 
Many only focused on Parliament and failed to consider the wider aspects of representative 
democracy such as devolved assemblies, diversity, civil liberties etc.

Many did not actually ‘assess’ the strengths and only gave the strengths themselves which 
meant that many AO2 marks were lost in the process

In a similar fashion many divided the response into the strengths versus the weaknesses 
of representative democracy and as noted previously there is credit here but it was often a 
tangential approach to adopt.
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This script is a clear level 2 response. There is a lack of detail and description, it is at times 
brief.
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The (a) section rolls up pressure group membership and does not make two distinct points. 
Here and on other (a) sections marks were lost because they fell short of the task required.
In (b) the rare occurrence of referendums cannot be considered to be a valid criticism - 
hence it cannot obtain level 3.
In (c) we are hit with brevity and no real development of points.
Often it works to briefly read back over a response. If you can clearly see from the answer 
the original question then you can be sure to be on the right track.

Examiner Comments



8 GCE Governemnt & Politics 6GP01 01

This response in contrast to the other one selected previously shows a clear improvement, it 
combines examples with detailed political knowledge.
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Question 2 (x)
2a) What is pluralist democracy?  

It is clear that many centres teach pluralism, elitism and pluralist democracy and note how 
power is distributed. Few centres avoid these key terms. However, a significant number 
of candidates fail fully to link these concepts accurately to pluralism and in particular here 
pluralist democracy to their relevance to pressure groups.  It was very common to see the 
sole link of pluralist democracy to toleration. There is a link here but it is more peripheral 
than core. While this term (pluralist democracy) lies within the pressure group section of 
the specification it is here that there is most synergy and connection, yet so many refuse to 
make this clear and present link and profit fully from it.

2b) Using examples, explain three reasons why pressure groups may fail to 
achieve their objectives

This proved for many to be the poorest performing (b) section of their script. The fault was 
clear, many candidates could only relate to success of pressure group activity they could not 
comprehend or describe failure. All too often failure was simply paraphrased as an absence 
of success. The requirement of examples was a clear test of knowledge and again many 
provided only evidence of success. There are a multitude of examples of pressure groups 
failing to secure their objectives but for a huge number that knowledge and understanding 
was absent. 

a) This is a very good answer and merits full marks. The second paragraph is especially 
strong.
b) This remains in L2 for both AO1 and AO2 the limitation is the last paragraph which can be 
misleading.
c) This is a good example of a response which just enters L3 for all assessment objectives.

This response is not especially long but it shows how easy it is to collect marks if the focus 
of the question is strongly displayed in the text.

Examiner Comments
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2c) To what extent do pressure groups undermine democracy?

All Assistant Examiners noted that this (c) section proved accessible for the vast majority 
of candidates, a clear balance was provided and there was a range of arguments cited on 
both sides of the debate. To excel at this the candidate who weaved accurate and relevant 
examples into their response reaped a considerable dividend. The examples allowed a 
higher level of analysis and reflection.

This is a good example of a candidate who does know about politics but does not fully 
appreciate the question and the response is at time tangential to the question.
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a) This takes a very tangential approach to the question - but it is covered in the mark 
scheme by connection to competition between groups. It gains two marks.
b) Here the response drifts and tries to substitute success factors which is not in the remit 
of the question. The examples are limited which hits at the AO1 score however the AO2 is 
more robust.
c) A lengthy answer and it does raise valid points. It secures L3 for AO1 but falls into L2 for 
the other AOs.

Examiner Comments
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This shows an improvement on the previous response. It is shorter but focused and 
provides good examples as required for the (b) section.
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Question 3 (x)
3a) Outline two ways in which political parties differ from pressure groups.

Almost all candidates were able to point out two differences between political parties and 
pressure groups with the key differential being between those which merely mentioned the 
differences and those which added some detail. Issues of limitation were present as was 
noted in how 1a) had been handled. Despite some minor issues many responses here went 
on to receive full marks.

3b) Using examples, explain the difference between left-wing and right-wing 
political ideas.

It is clear that candidates are now much more secure in their understanding of left and 
right wing political ideas. Not only can they explain these concepts with clarity they can link 
them to wider political conceptual awareness. Few mislabelled each political wing. Many 
made reference to mainstream political parties in demonstrating their knowledge. A few 
candidates were confident enough to discuss how political parties themselves do not adhere 
to fixed stances and change their bias from left to right as suits their electoral prospects.

a) Three distinct points are made here which gain 3 marks.
b) This gives three valid explanations with relevant examples and is a clear level 3 response.
c) This is a good example of a response at the entry levels to all the L3 assessment 
objectives.

This is a long response; a sharper more focused response can at times deliver more in 
terms of marks.

Examiner Comments
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3c)  To what extent are the major parties internally divided over policies and 
ideas?

It was pleasing to see that very few answers missed the ‘internal’ aspect of this question, 
as had been seen before on previous series, so most answers were well tailored to 
the question. Successful answers discussed historical divisions within the Labour and 
Conservative parties and touched on how these manifest themselves now, either through 
greater unity or disunity between the factions of the main two parties. There were quite 
a few excellent answers here that used lots of recent policy examples to illustrate the 
divisions, as well as named factions within the current parties. Most candidates were able to 
discuss divisions within the Conservative Party especially over the EU and social policy such 
as gay marriage or the family in general.  Labour and Liberal Democrats presented much 
more of a problem for candidates with many falling back on a discussion of the differences 
between old and new Labour and ignoring divisions in the Liberal Democrats.  There were 
some very good responses which examined factions within parties and which also then 
went on to explain ideas and policies associated with these factions.  In the Conservative 
Party, the most common examples here were one-nationists and neo-liberals, in the Labour 
Party, new Labour and the Campaign group and in the Liberal Democrats, social liberals and 
orange book liberals.  This response clearly raises the bar on the previous response. It is 
constant level three throughout the answer.
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a) A full response packed with accurate detail.
b) This is level three, it does so with ease. Although it makes reference to political 
parties is has a well-grounded view of the political spectrum.
c) Handles the basic divisions in two major parties.

The two examples here in the report on Q3 establish and show how accessible 
the section of the specification is on political parties, covering as they do key and 
relevant concepts and realities in UK political life.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (x)
4a) Outline two functions of an election.

Alongside 3a) Assistant Examiners felt that this was the highest performing a) question. 
May accurately provided two functions which elections serve, the most common being 
choice, accountability and education. Support in developing these points was reasonable – 
but the key point in the introduction still applies to this question, all too often clear functions 
were identified but the sparse development with supporting detail meant that many failed to 
reach full marks.

4b) Explain the workings of three electoral systems used in the UK.

Most candidates attempted three distinct systems, and were able to ex.ain at least one 
or two well. The major pitfalls were on over focus on evaluation of the systems, and the 
occasional confusion between the systems and their names (especially the similar sounding, 
but very different, SV and STV). A moderate number of candidates showed awareness of the 
d’hondt method and droop quota but only the strongest were able to explain them. A core 
demand of the specification is that candidates have a working knowledge of how several 
different electoral systems operate, this then leads on to the more demanding extended 
questions which then goes on to evaluate and criticise them. The working knowledge is a 
key foundation.

4c) Assess the advantages of the various electoral systems used in the UK.

Apart from a few responses which chose to treat the question as one concerned with the 
advantages and disadvantages of the FPTP system, the principle difficulty for candidates 
here was in the assessing of the advantages.  This meant that many responses failed to 
consider the context and outcomes of the use of the various systems and merely examined 
the systems theoretically.  However, there were a considerable number of responses which 
did manage to assess the advantages of the FPTP for Westminster, STV for Northern Ireland 
and CRPL system for the European Parliament.  There was also some very impressive and 
accurate knowledge of recent regional elections in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
as well as local mayoral elections.  Crucial to a high mark here is the results which these 
different electoral systems have manufactured – again up to date information which via the 
internet is now readily accessible and available.

This is a really good response and the candidate has maintained a high level of application 
throughout the answer.
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a) A full and articulate response which deserves full marks.
b) Again this is a really good response; a little clouded on some aspects of STV in 
the last section but overall well done.
c) This is a good response; importantly it advances beyond the entrance to L3 for 
all AOs and scores highly.
Look how well this candidate has used examples. This adds depth to the response 
and shows well founded political awareness.

Examiner Comments
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By way of contrast this is clearly lower level response. At times it is brief and lacks 
precision.
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a) This gains 3 marks. It makes generic comments rather than being driven to 
describe the function of elections.
b) Here we see FPTP and AMS very clearly described. The last paragraph contains 
errors but it was credited with one mark for the overview. It is an example where 
some credit can still be achieved if the operational material is correct despite the 
label being incorrect.
c) This is a level 2 response for all AO’s. It is not developed enough to advance 
further.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
There were five major areas commented upon by Assistant Examiners and these have been 
developed in reference to each question and sub-section in the body of the report. This 
gives an overview of common themes.

• Part (a) questions are all based on AO1 which is knowledge and understanding. Often 
it was not incorrect material, which restricted the mark but skeletal detail and depth. 
For example simple identification or simply naming of two other means of political 
participation or just naming two functions of elections is not enough to maximise 
marks. Material has to have some minimal depth to show understanding and detail – 
this was often a barrier. Likewise candidates are not expected to analyse or evaluate 
that knowledge just make sure that clear points are made.  This was often a key 
discriminator and marks stuck at 2 or 3 out of 5 when only a little more effort would 
deliver full marks.

• Two of the (c) part questions had commands which included the request ‘To what 
extent ...’ and this proved no barrier to progress. By contrast two questions had the 
opening command to ‘Assess’ and were focused on one aspect of an issue (in question 
1 the strengths of representative democracy in question 4 the advantages of various 
electoral systems) here many candidates simply treated this as requiring a balanced 
argument covering both sides – hence we had lengthy deviations into the weaknesses 
of representative democracy and the disadvantages of various electoral systems. It 
is correct that this would collect marks but it is not a direct focus on the remit of the 
question. By all means evaluate and criticise but restrict the focus to what are the 
demands of the question. In short evaluate and weigh up the strengths and weaknesses 
respectively.

• Current knowledge and accurate data does make a difference. This is point often made 
in the past but still crucial and pertinent. Things such as number of seats won in recent 
elections compared to the percentage of votes obtained. Specific outcomes of regional 
elections and turnouts – all add insight and value to the response. 

• Pressure group questions still cause problems when we discuss pluralism and here this 
series pluralist democracy. Many candidates still have a very tangential understanding 
of power and its distribution and the point made in previous examiners reports have to 
be repeated once again. These key terms on this section need to be linked to pressure 
groups and show a working appreciation of their application.

• With regard to electoral and voting systems the problem of mislabelling is receding, but 
there are a number of areas to improve upon in terms of coming more fully to terms 
with the operative mechanics of the systems. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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