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Introduction
As in January 2013 this paper saw a pleasing level of focus on contemporary events from 
many candidates, particularly in the areas of the environment, economy and education 
with strong awareness of such recent policy initiatives as coalition academies and the green 
investment bank. 

However it was noticeable that where questions did not force a recent focus, a significant 
number of candidates still placed an excessive reliance on pre-2010 content, and did 
not achieve the highest marks. This was particularly noticeable with regard to the law 
and order topic where many answers were very Labour focused, with some candidates 
still invoking more Thatcher and Howard than Cameron and May. This is especially critical 
because this topic remains the most popular by far, particularly for essay questions. Balance 
is critical to achieving Level 3 in essay responses and it should be emphasised that this 
can refer to an appropriate balance between governments as well as between 'sides' of the 
debate.

It is therefore essential to success in this paper that candidates embrace the contemporary 
approach and consider the policies of the coalition, even where the question does not 
demand an exclusive focus on the post-2010 period. It is also worth noting however that 
some candidates fell into the opposite trap of trying to be too contemporary with regard to 
welfare, thus mistaking a straightforward question on universal benefits with a question on 
the recent universal credit. As debate moves on it remains very important that candidates 
are familiar with subtle but important distinctions in political terminology.

It was pleasing to again see few candidates eschewing a political approach in favour of a 
Business Studies approach (Question 1), a Sociological approach (Question 8) or any of the 
numerous other such traps for those who study related subjects. In general there was a 
strong political focus.

It was also pleasing that the recent trend of a more subtle understanding of synopticity 
was continued. Many candidates brought the views of environmental groups and of factions 
within parties and the coalition into Question 6, and made useful reference to the views 
of competing theorists in Question 7. More candidates than previously were also willing 
to specifically engage and contrast the different views, as opposed to tackling one 'side' 
followed by the other without reference back. Less common was to recognise the subtlety of 
governmental positions with regard to Question 8, where a case could be made both for and 
against the question for both Labour and the Coalition. This was only done by the strongest 
candidates.  

It was interesting to note a better spread of short responses than in previous years and 
even within the essays there was a better split than is sometimes the case. The law and 
order question proved to be clearly the most popular. It was pleasing that the economy 
especially attracted more candidates than is sometimes the case. With the increasing 
political importance of the debate around approaches to austerity and growth, it is very 
useful for candidates to ensure that they have a strong grasp of the economy.

It was also noteworthy that candidates have acted on feedback with regard to making a 
series of underdeveloped points in short responses, and as a result, more candidates offered 
a sensible number of better developed arguments.

One weakness that was relatively common, and not new to this paper, was a tendency to 
engage the question, but not the whole question. Answers to Question 7 did not always 
give proper regard to 'to what extent', often embracing the premise of the question rather 
than adopting a balanced approach. Equally responses to Question 3 often missed the plural 
in 'governments' and focused exclusively on either Labour or the Coalition, whilst many 
candidates entirely disregarded the requirement to 'assess' on Question 2.
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A further trend that candidates should be aware of on short responses is to disregard the 
importance of offering a brief definition unless specifically demanded by the question. 
Although candidates could access Level 3 without offering a short summary of the concept 
of a green tax, community sentence or universal benefit, such a brief definition greatly aids 
clarity and its absence makes the highest marks harder to reach.
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Question 1
This was the second least popular short response question, despite its very contemporary 
focus, but more popular than some other recent economy questions. The precise wording 
allowed candidates to consider governments in general and to have some flexibility with 
regard to dates, but most naturally chose to focus on the Coalition since 2010. Most 
candidates also gave a great deal of focus to the question of austerity versus growth, 
and the degree to which they were also able to move beyond this particular debate often 
determined how high they went within Level 2 or Level 3. Some candidates chose to focus 
on this aspect exclusively, trying to bring several points out of essentially a single challenge, 
such as cutting the deficit whilst maintaining growth. Better responses also considered this 
issue but went wider into issues such as international factors, political climate, and the 
causes of deficits.

Level 1 responses were often marred by not engaging deficit reduction and simply offering 
a general discussion of current economic problems. Others offered a basic explanation of 
austerity versus growth but did not expand or move beyond it.

Level 2 were generally characterised by either a solid exposition of a single point, generally 
the contrasting approaches of Keysianism growth or monetarist austerity, or else offered 
two points but did not develop them sufficiently. A number of candidates recognised that 
there were economic factors beyond the control of single countries, but could only offer a 
vague explanation of what they were, whilst others recognised the political challenges of 
cutting spending but offered limited or no examples.

Level 3 responses offered detailed argument on at least two clearly distinct factors limiting 
debt reduction and backed these up with specific examples. For example the unpopularity 
of particular tax rises or spending reductions, such as the 'bedroom tax', were often cited. 
Some candidates were also able to demonstrate the impact caused by potential cuts that 
are not politically possible, such as the ring fencing of NHS budgets, and the impact of 
specific international factors.
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Two reasonable and relevant points are offered here - the difficulties of making cuts to key 
services and the impact of cuts on growth - but neither are fully drawn out. The point that 
the deficit is hard to cut simply because it is so big is very weak. This was a clear mid Level 2 
response that achieved 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is more valuable to spend time developing potentially 
strong points than adding additional weak ones.

Examiner Tip
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The points made here are explained in a much clearer manner and well linked to political 
realities such as the impact of cuts on electoral chances and the coalition's tax policies. Good 
use is made of contemporary policy examples and a specific point on the impact of growth is 
not missed. This answer achieved 14 marks.

Examiner Comments

Always try to bring in relevant contemporary policy examples as it will boost your mark and 
often makes the difference between being low and high within a particular level.

Examiner Tip
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There is one moderate point with respect to public services here and little else; it just 
achieved the threshold critieria to enter Level 2, scoring 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

Offering a single point, even if well explained, will always make it hard to achieve a good 
mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
This was the least popular short response question, as was also the case with the extended 
essay on the environment. However, It did give fertile ground for candidates and numerous 
specific examples to discuss. Most candidates who attempted this question discussed a 
number of benefits, but many were held back from achieving high marks by not addressing 
the word 'assess'. To reach Level 3 it was necessary to consider some of the limitations to 
the benefits of such taxes. Others made points that were correct, but a little too general. It 
was also surprising that relatively few candidates took the time to offer a brief definition of 
a green tax.

Level 1 responses were rare but were characterised by confusion as to what a green 
tax was, some suggesting that it was any tax where the proceeds are spent on the 
environment, or by offering a very simple exposition of their benefits, in terms of 'they tax 
the people who cause the pollution, which reduces it'.

Level 2 responses commonly either explained a number of benefits, but did not asses them, 
or else focused the advantages mainly in terms of what specific taxes did, without drawing 
out the wider benefits from this.

Level 3 responses offered a number of clear advantages of green taxes, often drawing the 
wider benefits from specific examples such as the congestion charge and linking the benefit 
of additional revenue to specific environmental projects. They also offered clear assessment 
of these benefits, which in the strongest cases was also able to link to specific examples.
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This is one point, explained in a reasonably clear manner not linked to a specific example 
and with no assessment, thus not escaping Level 1. It achieved 5 marks.

Examiner Comments

The word 'assess' requires you to give some consideration to the contrary view.

Examiner Tip
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Two clear benefits are explained and linked to specific examples. There is also a good attempt 
to 'assess' these benefits. The question is only held back within Level 3 by the lack of a clear 
definition, although it is implicit through the examples.  Also the assessment is more focused 
on public opinion than on specific disbenefits, with a very brief point on revenues not always 
being used for green projects. This response scored 12 marks.

Examiner Comments

Although public popularity is very relevant to contemporary politics it is most effectively used 
when it is clearly explained why the public support or oppose something.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This question was of middling popularity within the short response questions, which perhaps 
reflects a relatively unusual area of focus but one that is currently much in the spotlight 
of political debate. Key to achieving the highest marks here was a recognition that the 
question made multiple demands - to consider both the reasoning (why) and methodology/
incentives (how) behind increased academies and to encompass governments both pre and 
post 2010. Candidates tended to be stronger on why than how and to focus more on one 
government than another, but it was pleasing to see that most candidates clearly did grasp 
the concept of academies and many recognised that the policy has evolved over time. A few 
candidates did stray into a discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of academies; 
the former gained some credit for addressing the 'why' part of the questions, whilst the 
latter did not.

Level 1 responses did occasionally confuse academies with free schools or grammar schools 
although this was rare. More commonly they were vague in their explanation as to the 
reasons why governments have supported academies and offered little if any explanation of 
how this has been done or else, occasionally, focused on the disadvantages of academies.

Level 2 responses generally focused more on either how or why, although offering a clear 
explanation of that section of the question, or else covered both how and why but focused 
exclusively on one government.

Level 3 responses were able to offer a solid exposition of both how and why covering 
governments before and after 2010. The strongest answers were able to identify the 
subtle changes in motivation between Labour and Coalition, as well as the different ways 
in which different schools had been encouraged to convert.  However, even at this level 
few candidates grasped that the Coalition is also forcing some 'failing schools' to become 
academies, in addition to encouraging more successful schools to take this option.
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This is a reasonable explanation of both how and why the coalition has supported 
academies on the front page, but nothing about previous governments. The 
development on the second page is not especially clear or helpful. This was a mid Level 
2 response that achieved 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Where a question specifies recent governments, aim to 
discuss both the current government and one other.

Examiner Tip
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This response fulfils all four demands of the question in a clear and well developed manner. 
Although there are further points that could be covered, this will always be the case in short 
response questions and it conveys sufficient breadth and depth to score full 15 marks.

Examiner Comments

With 'how' and 'why' questions, achieving a good balance of motivation (why) and action 
(how) will help you to achieve a high mark, particularly where backed up with strong 
examples.

Examiner Tip
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A series of points are presented but they are simplistic and lack evidence or detailed argument. 
This scored 7 marks.

Examiner Comments

A range of brief and simple points is unlikely to achieve a good mark - points need to be 
developed and evidenced.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
This was the most popular of the short response questions, being a topic area previously 
covered and presenting a clear set of contrasting arguments. The most surprising, and very 
common, limitation of responses was not to offer a clear basic definition of a 'community 
sentence'. Although this was not specifically demanded by the question, defining key terms 
should be second nature to candidates. The lack of such a definition meant that one or two 
candidates struggled to make it clear that they were not engaging a general 'rehabilitation 
versus punishment' debate. Others did reach Level 3 but did not quite attain the top of it. 
As ever with law and order questions there was still a little too much Howard and Thatcher 
from some candidates.

It was pleasing to see that very few candidates gave a wholly one sided response. The 
distinguishing factor in quality was often the level of detail and support evidence given, 
for example the contrast reoffending rates or comparison with other countries. There was 
effective use made by many candidates of statistics with regard to reoffending rates and 
relative costs although the figures cited did sometimes vary significantly. Surprisingly very 
few candidates considered the argument that disparities in reoffending rates might be partly 
due to the sort of offences for which they are used. 

Level 1 responses were rare but where present generally offered a simplistic discussion of 
punishment versus rehabilitation without direct reference to community sentences. A few 
candidates suggested that community sentences were used for murderers, rapists and other 
very serious offenders.

Level 2 responses commonly presented a reasonable range and quality of arguments but 
lacked sufficient range, often focusing particularly on the argument around 'rehabilitation', 
or else lacked the evidence base and over-relied on assertion.

Level 3 responses either offered an explicit definition of community sentence or else made 
it clear, through examples, that they understood the term. They presented a balanced 
range of arguments backed up with specific and accurate evidence as to the cost of prisons, 
relative offending rates etc.
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This response gives three clear points and the two points in favour of the greater use of 
community sentences are strong enough to potentially contribute to a Level 3 mark. However 
the counter point is relatively weak, meaning that there is insufficent balance within the 
context of a generally sound answer to attain Level 3. This answer scored 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

Where a question requires balance it need not be equal balance in order to achieve Level 3, 
but there must be at least one argument of sufficient clarity and strength on each side of the 
debate.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This was a popular question which some candidates were able to address in a balanced and 
well evidence way. However in a minority of cases candidates did not in fact attempt the 
question asked, addressing instead the issue of the universal credit. Others did not fall into 
this trap but did focus much of their attention on the general debate about the advantages 
and disadvantages of benefits. Candidates who did address universal welfare benefits did 
not always offer a clear simple definition, which, whilst not required specifically by the 
question, is certainly helpful and creditable.

Aside from addressing the question asked, the major distinguishing factors were the specific 
examples given of such benefits and their advantages and disadvantages, extent to which 
historical commentary was placed in a contemporary context and the degree to which 
arguments were supported by detailing reasoning and evidence. 

Level 1 responses focused on the universal credit, with a small number of marks being 
achieved by some for content that was relevant to the question asked.

Level 2 responses usually either addressed arguments of relevance but directed them 
towards welfare benefits in general or else correctly addressed universal benefits without 
quite showing enough balance to achieve Level 3.

Level 3 responses addressed the specific question asked in a clear and balanced manner, 
often offering a clear set of examples to back up their individual points. Candidates were 
often able to discuss recent developments such as the means testing of child benefit and 
Labour's proposed removal of winter fuel allowance for wealthier pensioners, as well as the 
impact of the recession on affordability.
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Although this would be a competent answer to a question on the universal credit it does not 
engage the question asked and scores no marks.

Examiner Comments

It is critical to ensure that you fully understand the key terms in the question and direct your 
answer towards its requirements.

Examiner Tip



30 GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

Question 5
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A very competent answer that gives a clear definition and follows it with a range of developed 
points linked to practical examples. This answer scored 14 marks.

Examiner Comments

A clear structure of definition followed by a point where paragraphing aids clarity and 
enables the examiner to clearly see that you have understood the topic and met the 
demands of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This was the least popular of the three essay questions available, perhaps surprisingly as 
it offered a straightforward question with two clear sides to the debate and a great deal of 
recent contemporary evidence to consider and dissect. The general level of response was 
high with many candidates reaching Level 3.

Almost all candidates were aware of the government pledge to be 'the greenest government 
ever' with many effectively contrasting this with recent polling evidence suggesting that 
the public feel this has not been the case in practice. Surprisingly, and pleasingly, few 
candidates limited themselves to a general discussion of principles and most instead focused 
very much on meaty policy particularly on renewable energy, the green investment bank, 
and Heathrow Airport. It was particularly impressive that many candidates noted tensions 
within some of these issues between the coalition partners on renewables and even between 
elements of the Conservative party on Heathrow. Some recent issues, such as promised 
money for councils to maintain recycling collections and the current badger cull, were 
surprisingly neglected.

A few candidates did sometimes fall back on the general pros and cons of the climate 
change debate limiting marks, but more candidates gave argument by assertion or a brief 
and exclusive focus on one side of the debate.

Middling responses were often fairly well balanced and, at the higher end, could 
offer relevant examples of coalition policy. At the lower end, candidates included a good deal 
of general debate as to whether the coalition, or elements of it, were pro or anti a 'green 
approach'. Some middling responses were strong on one side of the debate but insufficiently 
balanced to go higher.

The strongest responses were very focused on policy initiatives, u-turns and debates and 
were able to illustrate effectively how each of these supported one or both sides of the 
question. Specific tensions within the coalition, for example over nuclear policy or wind 
farms, were often discussed and the views of pressure groups were brought in to good 
effect.

In terms of synopticity the most fertile ground was for candidates to consider varying views 
within the government, without falling back on a simplistic contrast, whilst also discussing 
the critique made by various environmental groups. Relatively little reference was made to 
Labour or Green Party criticisms, which perhaps reflected the fact from a public and media 
point of view, the environment is not the current top priority.
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 A solid answer which is strongest when it is discussing specific government policies that support 
one side or another of the question. There is a useful consideration of divisions within the 
coalition although this is a little general and theoretical in places. To achieve Level 3 it would 
need to link more closely to policy. Nevertheless overall this answer contains both balance and 
evidence and reaches the top end of Level 2 

AO1 8 

AO2 7
AO3 5
Syn  7

Examiner Comments

Relating arguments to specific examples of policy has a very strong reflection on essay marks.

Examiner Tip
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A very clear exposition of policy with good balance and always linked back to the question. This 
response also considers some tensions within the coalition although ultimately its synopticity 
is less strong than the other elements, as there is not the breadth and depth of alternative 
viewpoints needed for a Level 3 synopticity mark. Nevertheless the range and quality of 
evidence within the answer does push the overall mark into the lower Level 3 range and the 
clarity of structure and argument secures a high mark for communication.
AO1   9
AO2   9
AO3   7
Syn    8

Examiner Comments

It is useful to try to plan your answers with the requirements of each of the four assessment 
objectives in mind to ensure that you are reaching as high a level as possible on all of them. 
This is especially important to avoid neglecting synopticity in comparison to the other AOs.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
There was naturally much reference to the global credit crisis, but it was also pleasing to see 
detailed discussion of some more contemporary debates, for example over tax avoidance, 
and valid links to Unit 4A content on the degree of economic influence held by the EU.

The weakest responses sometimes misunderstood the nature of globalisation, or offered a 
simple, and not terribly helpful, summary of its pros and cons.

Middling responses were commonly either solid in terms of specific arguments and balance 
but with only an adequate link made between the concepts of globalisation and loss of 
control, or else strong in terms of one side of the question, most commonly that there had 
been a loss of control, but weak on the other.

The strongest responses offered a clear direct link between globalisation and loss of control, 
clear balance, links to contemporary controversies and willingness to support argument with 
evidence.

In terms of synopticity this question posed a challenge in that the mainstream parties do 
not clearly present different positions on this issue, and it was important to avoid a 'some 
say, but others argue' approach which would leave candidates struggling to achieve even a 
moderate synopticity mark. 

Many candidates did get around this challenge by making references to anti-globalisation 
movements and to the contrasting views and influence of domestic and European politicians. 
There was also some useful synoptic reference made to the debate over how far EU 
membership limits our economy.

This question was middling in terms of popularity and quite varied in terms of quality of 
response. The critical element was the link between globalisation and loss of control, and 
the degree to which that was placed in a contemporary context with sufficient balance. One 
or two candidates fell into the traps of a general discussion of either the pros and cons or 
globalisation, or the degree in general to which governments have lost control. It was also 
the case that in general the evidence offered of loss of control due to globalisation was 
stronger and more detailed than that offered on the other side of the debate.
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This response gives brief points of varying quality and which are not clearly directed to the link 
between globalisation and loss of control. There is some balance but not sufficient to rescue it from 
the higher end of Level 1 for most AOs.

AO1 5
AO2 4
AO3 3
Syn  3

Examiner Comments

It is of fundamental importance to answer the question, the whole question and nothing but the 
question.

Examiner Tip
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A clear and balanced series of relevant points, directly engaging with the question and couched in 
terms of contemporary political debate. Although the candidate does adopt a potentially dangerous 
approach from a synoptic point of view by considering a series of points on one side and then a series 
on the other, it is done whilst clearly considering alternative perspective and points of view.
AO1 10
AO2 10
AO3  7
Syn  10

Examiner Comments

Whilst the most fruitful approach to synopticity is often where arguments are alternated and 
directly contrasted. This is not the only route to a high synoptic mark provided that, within 
whatever structure you use, you engage a variety of pertinent viewpoints.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
This was a very popular question but, as is often the case with law and order essays, 
many candidates did not bring their responses fully up to date with contemporary political 
debates. Despite the clear time frame, some candidates could not avoid the temptation to 
begin with Thatcher. Others did take the cue from the question and started in 1997 but then 
focused very heavily on the 1997-2010 period. 

It is understandable that most candidates chose to focus on the aspects of civil liberties 
related to the war on terror and high marks could be achieved with such an approach. 
Nevertheless police powers and, to an extent, penal policy could also be validly considered 
and it was pleasing to see a great deal of specific policy evidence offered to support the vast 
majority of responses.

However it was suprising that very few candidates chose to compare the situation in the UK 
with that in other countries.

In practice it was not the number of policy examples that tended to distinguish 
candidates, but rather their breadth and balance in terms of both governments and sides 
of the question. Many others fell into the trap of embracing the premise of the question, 
and assuming that the post-1997 trend had been entirely against civil liberties. In fact this 
question offered the opportunity for candidates to adopt a highly sophisticated approach 
and examine the tensions between civil liberties and security within all recent governments. 
They recognised that both Labour and the Coalition had boosted civil liberties in some areas, 
for example with HRA and the abolition of ID cards respectively, and removed them in 
others, such as anti-terror laws and closed material procedures, but only a few candidates 
were able to do this.

Some responses offered only patchy or general evidence with a few candidates simply 
repeating alternative versions of the 'tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime' mantra. 
At a slightly higher level, evidence was reasonable but often focused on only one of the 
four possible aspects of the question.  Most commonly this was that Labour had eroded civil 
liberties with little or no consideration of any other view. 

Middling responses were also commonly focused on the Labour government or, at the 
higher end, briefly considered the coalition but not in sufficient depth to achieve Level 3. 
Alternatively they might clearly consider governments both pre and post 2010, but focused 
entirely on the premise that both had solely eroded civil liberties. Often good quality policy 
examples were offered in support of the areas considered.

The strongest responses recognised the need to address both sides of the debate, and 
governments both pre and post 2010, within a clear policy context. A number of candidates 
achieved Level 3 for most assessment objectives but high Level 2 for synopticity for 
reasons outlined below. The very highest responses showed strong synoptic sophistication 
and awareness of the nuances and tensions within the approach of both Labour and the 
Coalition, espousing general strong support for civil liberties and sometimes boosting 
them, whilst also taking actions that reduced them.

Some candidates focused on two governments, facilitating a strong synoptic approach, 
but the tendency noted above to focus predominantly on Labour limited several candidates' 
synoptic mark. A dichotomous 'Labour eroded civil liberties but the coalition have reversed 
it' approach to synopticity, if properly evidenced, could reach the higher end of Level 2 but 
strong synopticity demands the recognition of competing viewpoints and evidence within, 
as well as between governments. The very strongest candidates were also able to recognise 
tensions between the coalition partners and a few, though perhaps less than might be 
expected, cited Teresa May's plans to replace HRA. 
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This response gives a great deal of knowledge and discussion of Labour's policies that could 
easily have constituted the basis for a Level 3 answer had there been more awareness of the 
ways in which Labour protected elements of civil liberties, and/or the impact of the coalition. As 
it was this response remained at the very top of Level 2 for AO1, Synopticity and AO3 and just 
reached Level 3 for analysis.
AO1 8
AO2 9
AO3 6
Syn  8

Examiner Comments

Content on Labour is clearly very relevant to essays that specify 'since 1997' but it is very 
important not to neglect the coalition, which, as the more contemporary government, should 
receive at least as much attention.

Examiner Tip
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In some ways a similar type of response to the previous example, but with a little more aware-
ness of the coalition and clear understanding that Labour increased as well as reduced some civil 
liberties, notably via HRA and that the Coalition has considered repealing this. 
AO1 10
AO2 10
AO3   7
Syn  10

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Address the question as set, paying particular attention to the words 'to what extent', 
and noting where a question demands consideration of more than one government.

• Understand clearly the key political terminology, particularly where new terms, such as 
'universal credit', are similar to existing concepts.

• Maintain a contemporary focus and avoid overly historical content. In particular, content 
pre-1997 at most should be discussed only briefly and any relevant philosophical, 
theoretical or historical points should be linked to specific contemporary policy. 
Candidates should also embrace post-2010 content.

• Avoid assertion or general debate in favour of specific argued points, for example 
the ways in which a flaw in monetary union led to economic difficulties and not simply 
that it did.

• Ensure that any and all statistical evidence cited is robust, particularly with regard to 
law and order statistics.

• Continue to develop the use of synopticity, avoiding simplistic yes/no, agree/disagree 
approaches and making use of competing viewpoints between, within and outside of 
parties, where appropriate to the demands of the question.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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