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Introduction
The collated view of the Assistant Examiners on the summer 2013 examination for 6GPO1 
was that it was overall a fair paper with ample scope and choice for candidates. It was a 
platform for those who had revised and prepared, to do well and reach the higher level 
thresholds set on the paper. Indeed it was good to see many prepared candidates who had 
a breath of political knowledge and rounded understanding apply this and critically analyse 
the questions set. Timing presented no significant problems for the vast majority who 
sat the paper. Common fault lines centred on a general underperformance overall for the 
extended c question on pressure groups, a full and detailed knowledge of party systems and 
for precise and accurate definitions of the key terms as defined on the specification. These 
will be noted by reference to each question and sub-section.
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Question 1
1a) Generally a pleasing response, probably the best of all the Part A answers. Almost all 
candidates understood the concept of direct democracy and could provide a basic definition. 
It was a minority who were able to discuss the continuous and perpetual nature of direct 
democracy and secure maximum marks. The most common examples being cited to 
illustrate the concept was reference to Athenian democracy or referendums. A significant 
number of responses either developed a range of examples when only one was required and 
could be credited, some also relied exclusively on supplying examples with no corresponding 
definition of direct democracy.

1b) This was again a generally very well answered question with candidates being well 
prepared and well informed. The most common criticisms cited  were the low participation 
levels, the narrow social/racial/gender mix of the representatives, party influence and the 
marginalisation of minorities but others ranged into discussions of Burkean representation 
and lack of trust. A high number of candidates accessed L3 marks here. The biggest 
weaknesses here were the numbers who based two or even three criticisms around the 
electoral system and the number who knew 3 weaknesses but who developed them very 
briefly and tended to score 3/4 and 1. There is a general issue on Part B responses as to the 
depth required to obtain good marks. Some candidates write endlessly and leave less time 
for Part C whilst others treat it almost as a Part A and fail to reap the rewards available.

1c) This was by far the most popular of the Part C questions and it was generally done 
very well. It is a standard question which should reward any well prepared candidate and 
very many scored well into L3 particularly for AO1. The most common measures were 
referendums, compulsory voting, and votes at 16 and e-democracy in all its many forms. 
Significant numbers could be well rewarded for codified constitution, House of Lords 
reform and further Devolution. There were a couple of issues that centres need to be 
aware of. Candidates must read the question. It asks for assessment and a good number 
knew the measures and gave their advantages but did not examine criticisms this meant 
underperformance for lack of balance/assessment. Further weaknesses included historical 
examinations of what has been done in the past and who did not update particularly with 
regard to House of Lords, Devolution and e-petitions. The question demands speculative 
insight not a reflective view of past improvements. A good number also included pressure 
groups and although it could be made relevant it is difficult to argue as to what could be 
done to make them more democratic.

This question scores well in parts a & b but then loses impetus and remains in level 2 for the 
c section.
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Timing and pace is important. The content 
for part c is not much less than part b: 
this can lead to underperformance - there 
are more marks to gain from the c section 
than the b section: hence spending time 
on where you extract marks is vital.

Examiner Tip
a) The definition and example are clear and 
unambiguous and this merits full marks. 
b) The question enters Level 3 for AO1 - not at 
maximising as there is a slight overlap in the first and 
last points raised. 
c) This only makes two points but it does exploit them 
very well. It is thus limited to Level 2 and is a mid-
range Level 2 for the remaining AOs.

Examiner Comments
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a) This section is not well written or composed and only 
gains credit for individual input and for the example of 
referendums.
b) This takes a legitimate but different route in its 
criticisms of representative democracy. Nevertheless it 
does raise three points and the AO2 achieves a maximum 
given the precise and correct manner it delivers this.
c) Level 3 for AO1 and AO3 but the level of assessment - 
is within Level 2 in the response for AO2.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has planned part 
c - a bit on the lengthy side but it 
is effective in garnering thoughts 
before the execution of the 
response.

Examiner Tip
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a) This fails to attain full marks as we cannot over - reward the 
use of more than one example. We can credit however both 
examples where political concepts are clarified as this does.
b) This attains full marks. It covers more than the required 
three criticisms (and this is not a requirement to do so) - 
however the clarity and scope of the answer is excellent 
drawing as it does on a wide political background.
c) Again full marks - we have to consider what is achievable in 
the time allocation and this is a composed and mature reflection 
on the topic - true there is more out there but this is a good 
performance and merits the mark.

Examiner Comments

This response should serve to illustrate how obtaining 
full marks is not either a herculean or impossible task.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
All assistant examiners note the underperformance on this question in the (a) and (b) 
sections. Pressure groups remain a popular choice and once again popularity has not been 
matched by performance – it was invariably the case that if this was one of the two chosen 
questions it was the weaker of the answers.

2(a) The fact that a maximum mark here was a rarity provides a testament of the struggle 
candidates found themselves in. It was not uncommon to see this left blank – evidence 
that the concept and knowledge of power distribution amongst pressure groups is not 
understood. Many gave a depiction of elitism but could in no sense relate this to pressure 
groups – the connectivity, the core command of the question, was ignored. Many felt that it 
was a question surrounding insider or outsider status of pressure groups and could only pick 
up marks if linkage was made: invariably this was weak. Hence a repeat of an often made 
recommendation – examine the nature of the specification on pressure groups, the spread 
of power and the concepts of pluralism, elitism and pluralist democracy are core to the area 
and if this is not mastered high marks will consistently be off limits for many candidates. 

2(b) This was probably the part (b) response that was done best of all on the paper. For 
a well prepared candidate this should and indeed largely did not pose any significant 
problems. The vast majority knew three ways pressure groups exerted influence and most 
of them could illustrate with relevant and up to date examples. A pleasing number discussed 
insider groups and lobbying, most included a variety of forms of direct action. Stronger 
candidates examined how the methods used reflected their insider/outsider status and a 
few mentioned the courts. The only issues here were the candidates who technically did not 
look at ways groups exert influence but at such issues as wealth/numbers without relating 
it directly to the question and who did therefore gain less reward. A minority did repeat 
the same point or method of influence – this often being three models of direct action; this 
obviously limited the reward obtained.

2c) The message which comes through from almost every Assistant Examiner was the 
‘disaster’ which befell many candidates on this (c) section. Perhaps there are a variety 
of reasons why this occurs – the most common criticism being that blatantly the simple 
commands as set out on the paper were ignored and candidates wished to speak in generic 
terms about pressure groups without the steer of the question! This should not have been a 
difficult question, it was a good question which could differentiate effectively and the mark 
scheme clearly outlines the material required. However the question was done poorly. Some 
candidates knew what was required, read the question and scored high marks. Generally 
however candidates, even otherwise good candidates, tended to largely miss the focus 
of the question and scored low/mid Level 2 whilst weaker ones could often be in Level1/
threshold Level 2 whereas such candidates were scoring top L2, entry L3 in Q4c. Very many 
candidates basically looked at the factors involved in pressure group success or lack of it 
and gave generic responses including finance, insider/outsider, support of government etc. 
The typical answer included the generic factors but also looked at growth in numbers of 
pressure groups countered by chequebook membership which of course were relevant to 
the question but with little more and which therefore tended to end up in mid Level 2.

The weakness did surprise almost all assistant examiners. The answer to the question as 
outlined in the mark scheme including growth in access points, membership, internet/
media, growth in promotional groups on the one side as opposed to economic downturn, 
end of corporatism, chequebook membership should have been well known.

Many of the criticisms levied about performance in the report are borne out here in this 
response.
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a) This is a skeletal response and only earns 2 marks; there is a lack of precision.
b) This response does cover three ways - all of which are correct - however there is limited 
development of this to advance within level 3.
c) The core issue with this response is that first it tends to repeat points - but secondly 
and more importantly it fails to fully address the content of the question - and this causes 
damage for AO1.

Examiner Comments

Invariably there is a tendency to repeat in an examination a question completed in class 
or for homework – and this is not the question facing the candidate in the exam! Read and 
re-read the question and tailor the response to it – not the question you desire but the one 
which is there!

Examiner Tip
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This response does show an improvement on the previous one but still has scope to develop 
in the (c) section.
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a) This is a detailed and comprehensive response and merits 
full marks. A clear set of linkages are established.
b) The response here enters L3 in that three reasons are 
advanced but the answer has fallen on the third reason which is 
less well developed.
c) This does try to tackle the question 'head - on' and earns 
AO1 marks in the process although the AO2 and AO3 do not 
attain that level.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
This is a good response, it is up to date and well informed. A top grade response
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a) A concise and comprehensive answer and merits full marks.
b) This consistency continues into the next question - three 
functions supported by accurate examples which enhance the 
knowledge and understanding.
c) Not full marks here and there are minor inconsistencies but 
this merits a level 3 reward.

Examiner Comments
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From one end of the spectrum to the other, here is a response which fails to address 
accurately the question.
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The last example lies in between the previous two showing some good understanding but at 
the same time contains elements of confusion.

a) There is nothing here to credit - the candidate shows no 
knowledge or understanding of factionalism as it applies to 
political parties.
b) There is a lot written here but sadly not very much of this 
answers the question and there is very little that touches on to 
the mark scheme.
c) This section does demonstrate some improvement however, it 
lies within the lower levels of performance.

Examiner Comments
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a) Provides some clear information - but at the same time there is an element of confusion.
b) Just makes it into level 3 on AO1 the last function - although poorly constructed is credited - 
hence it satisfies the threshold criteria.
c) A response that makes level 3 for AO1 and AO3 but fails to provide that level for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
This script is a clear example of a Level 3 response for all sections of the question.
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a)This is a precise and full response. It shows clarity and 
detailed understanding.
b)Once again a pattern of precision continues and this 
section obtains full marks.
c)Remaining at level 3 this response achieves threshold 
criteria for AO1- it has balance and shows critical insight 
for AO2 and the standard of communication is very 
good.

Examiner Comments

Look how the candidate has used 
paragraphs in the (c) section this 
helps to instil structure and aids 
communication - AO3 marks.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary 
There is much to reflect on in terms of performance this series where the mean overall 
score did improve by over two marks. There was an increased use of effective and precise 
examples in many responses – this not only shows knowledge and understanding (AO1) 
marks but crucially criticism and evaluation (AO2) marks on c sections.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following observations.

• A minority of candidates still have a weak grasp of key terms. The casualties are still 
present on elitism (in relation to pressure groups) and factionalism as applied to political 
parties.

• The issue of party system is not thoroughly understood by the majority of candidates 
and there exists a confusion between party systems and electoral systems and this 
needs greater focus and clarity.

• Higher calibre candidates as always tended to use more contemporary and informed 
examples which often served to lift their mark and thus their overall grade. Nowhere is 
this more apparent than on pressure groups. Candidates and centres who may avoid 
questions on political parties (for fear that the latter has a moveable base) fail to realise 
that the same demand is ever more salient with pressure groups and many provide too 
narrow an understanding of pressure groups in the current political framework.

• On questions which centre on elections – and to the same degree democracy the 
candidate who has at their fingertips accurate detail of recent elections can perform 
well. There is a myriad of facts to be drawn on which demonstrate a rounded and 
informed account of the outcomes – this still requires work – however the direction of 
travel is positive.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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