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Introduction
The numbers of candidates completing Unit 1 in January continued to rise and the standard 
presented in this series proved the paper to be both accessible and one on which to 
discriminate between performance levels.

Assistant examiners commented that candidates demonstrated a clear grasp of 
contemporary events and made pertinent reference to these in supporting their responses.  
Often, where this was done, it became easier to move into the level three mark range.

On the negative side, it was clear that the (a) section on functional representation was not 
well-understood.  Again, on question three (pressure groups), many candidates avoided the 
central task of restricted influence of pressure groups, by simply stating restricted influence 
was a product of the absence of success factors.  The question on political parties was again 
less popular than the three others.  Having noted that, many Centres that encourage their 
candidates to take up this challenge invariably do perform well.
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Question 1 

1a)  
Part (a) was well-answered: most candidates managed to compare differences and 
included examples.  The best answers made good use of synthesis by giving a point for 
referendum, then one for election, rather than a paragraph on each.  However, the latter 
route still delivered high reward.  There were relatively few weak answers and these tended 
to explain the features of a referendum, rather than offer any sort of comparison with 
elections.  Another common error was to spend too long on examples and not enough on 
key differences.

1b)  
Most candidates answered this well and there were very many high scores.  It is clear that 
Centres certainly deal with the topic of compulsory voting very well.  Many readily portrayed 
increased levels of participation/legitimacy, an educated and better-informed electorate, and 
comparisons were made with Australia.  Fewer argued that it would be a civic duty.  Two 
minor concerns included confusion with, and linking to, votes at 16, and arguments against 
compulsory voting. 

Examiners require a minimum of three points, clearly explained, to attain level 3. 

Examiners require a minimum of 2 points, clearly explained, to attain level 2.

1c)  
As is often the case for the longer questions, this question featured a more diverse range 
of answers.  Most answers, even the weaker ones, could identify what representative 
democracy was, and could offer some basic arguments for and against its merits.  The 
weaker answers focused on a very limited range of issues and supporting evidence, eg by 
just looking at the electoral system or the type of MPs. 

The stronger and most impressive answers extended the range and addressed points such 
as the nature of MPs (race/gender/ethnicity, etc), the electoral system, House of Lords, 
professional and educated nature of politicians (Burkean theory), the limited knowledge 
of the wider electorate, the representative role of pressure groups, enhanced access to 
devolved institutions, practicalities of representative politics, etc. 

A minority, which failed to read the question fully, took the approach of contrasting 
representative democracy with direct democracy. 

At level 3, examiners expect to see a range of points, clearly explained, and illustrated with 
a degree of balance. 

At level 2, the points will not be explained as clearly, and the examples may be sparse.  
Alternatively, the response may be good but essentially be one-sided.

1b)  
Compulsory voting presented few problems.  Differentiation was achieved in the detail and 
depth presented and the clarity of the explanation.

1c)  
This is a full response and it is clearly a level 3 answer.  Little more would be expected of a 
candidate in the allotted time available.
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1b) This reaches into level 3 for reward: it is precise and retains a sharp focus on 
the question.

1c) Note the use of examples and the balance (not fully even) which is developed.

Examiner Comments

1b) Again, as a general rule, three well-explained 
and detailed points will access level three marks.

Examiner Tip
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This is a mid-range mid level 2 response.  In essence, there is 
a lack of detail and scope, it is not well-planned and there are 
limited communication skills.

Examiner Comments

Although time is a factor, it pays to plan and consider how to answer a (c) section.  
Quite often, examples add depth and allow you to reach crucial AO2 marks.

Examiner Tip
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This response makes one central point.  It does not complete the comparison of direct 
democracy (which is noted), with representative democracy.

There is no need to fill a full page for a part (a) question but the response 
here is minimal: one difference will not sustain a high mark.

Examiner Comments

As a general rule (unless there are commands to the contrary), 
two well-made points will suffice to attain full marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Questions on political parties continue to be the least popular of the four on the examination 
paper.  However, it is noted that candidates who make this choice are well-informed and 
have a good contemporary political insight.

2a)

This was the first time that liberalism formed part of a section (a) but all examiners noted 
that candidates encountered few problems with this.  Most answers could identify at least 
one, and usually two, ideas linked to liberalism.  Some were developed and extended 
more clearly and fully than others, earning more marks in the process.  The most obvious 
ideas mentioned were freedom, civil liberties, and tolerance.   Candidates also referred to 
the more ambiguous issue of individualism in relation to limited welfare and the reduced 
role of the state, along with the contrasting view of social liberalism that supports greater 
welfare.  Some good answers linked in to current party policies. 

2b)

Again, most responses could indicate at least two, and usually three, examples of Labour 
policies.  Stronger answers were developed more fully, and weaker ones were a little vague 
and lacked a specific policy.  Some candidates stated that Labour believes in the free market 
or that a traditional Labour view supports greater equality, yet there was little further 
clarification. 

The best answers often integrated reference to Blair, Clause 4, Brown and Ed Miliband. 
They used developed and clear actual policies of recent years, ie if they mentioned the 
party's support for the free market, they would refer to a specific policy example, eg use of 
PFI, support for privatisation or greater use of private money in services such as the NHS.  
The mark scheme was wide but deliberately so.  Any Labour policy was credited if it was 
contemporary and still in place - thus reference to Blair and Brown, as well as Milliband, 
came into focus. To an extent, it was easier to identify previous leaders than Milliband, given 
the fact that Labour is now in opposition.

Examiners require a minimum of three points, clearly explained, to attain level 3.

Examiners require a minimum of two points, clearly explained, to attain level 2.

2c)

Based on the broad range and quality of answers, most students found this a more 
challenging question than section (b) and it produced varying standards of response. The 
weaker answers did, on the whole, accurately identify some key Conservative and Liberal 
Democrat ideas and beliefs.  However, they failed to grasp the demands of the question in 
developing this information and then comparing both parties' policy positions before and 
after the coalition.  This key watershed was a crucial factor.  Some weaker answers also 
focused on one party more than the other. 

There were some very good answers showing that candidates understood what was 
required. They structured a well-organized answer accordingly, namely by identifying the 
traditional views, policies and positions of each party.  Candidates then offered examples 
and policies to suggest whether the policies/positions had changed or not, since the 
coalition was formed.  There was some excellent and sophisticated analysis and reference 
to the two parties' positions on Europe, tuition fees, tax and welfare in particular, in the 
stronger answers. 
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At level 3, examiners expect to see a range of issues covering both parties, with points 
clearly explained and illustrated with a degree of balance.

At level 2, the points will not be as clearly explained.  Alternatively, the response may be as 
good but essentially will be one-sided or focused exclusively on one party.

This is a very good response. Two ideas are well-documented and portrayed.

Examiner Comments
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There is a range of ideas raised here but the response is more 
list-like than showing full knowledge of, and understanding, the 
(AO1) criteria.  Free market economics, liberal democracy and 
human rights?  None is developed.

Examiner Comments

Time is obviously a factor in part (a) questions but the 
response above fails to demonstrate the clarification 
and exposition required.  Producing a speedy list is not 
fully answering the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Questions on pressure groups are always popular and often display contemporary political 
insight.  The main problem encountered was on part (a), where it was clear that although 
functional representation is a key term, it is not well known and understood.  The loss on 
part (a) was invariably recovered on the two remaining sections of the question.

3a) 

This response was by far the weakest of all of the section (a)s.  It was clear that most 
students failed to understand what this concept meant.  Most responses gained a few marks 
by offering some fairly broad answers about the role and function of pressure groups in a 
rather generic way. 

There was a small minority of candidates that identified the specific requirements of the 
question and included reference to the role of pressure groups between elections.  These 
offered a specific single-issue-based representative function on one issue, as opposed to the 
multi-issue focus of parties as well as the role of pressure groups in supporting minorities 
(with appropriate supporting examples). 

3b)

Most students were able to suggest three clear factors and provide examples.  However, 
there were many candidates who simply took a factor that makes a group successful 
(money, members, insider/outsider status) and reversed it to argue that the absence of that 
factor was the limiting issue to restrict their influence. 

Celebrity endorsement, although important, is perhaps not the crucial factor many suggest!  
Some credit was available for this response but it did limit the reward.  Essentially, some 
students clearly didn’t read the question closely and only talked about success factors. 

Examiners require a minimum of three points, clearly explained, to attain level 3.

Examiners require a minimum of two points, clearly explained, to attain level 2.

3c)

This question again featured a range of responses in terms of depth and detail. 

On the most basic level, even the weaker answers managed to define pressure groups.  
These could identify some basic outline arguments that suggested pressure groups had 
grown strong on the one hand over recent years, yet also then offer counter-arguments that 
they had become weaker.  However, some weaker answers confused examples or argument.  
For example, some candidates believed the foxhunting ban had been overturned and that 
on a very simple level, all large pressure groups had influence.

The stronger answers took such arguments and developed them in much greater depth 
and with detailed analysis.  Candidates offered some excellent supporting examples and 
contemporary evidence before reaching an overall judgement.  They also developed more 
sophisticated arguments, eg the example of the Iraq War, where large public mobilisation 
did not lead to a change of government policy.  Other pertinent examples were covered 
effectively, including the HS2 issue, the role of trade unions, student protests and how 
pressure groups in general were effectively utilizing new technology to advance their cause. 
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At level 3, examiners expect to see a range of points, clearly explained, and illustrated with 
a degree of balance.

At level 2, the points will not be as clearly explained and the examples may be sparse.  
Alternatively, the response may be as good, but essentially be one-sided.

This response lacks any clear connection to the key term and 
gives a generic description of pressure groups.

Examiner Comments

All the key terms on the specification should be 
mastered for the examination.

Examiner Tip
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This is a level three response for both part (b) and (c).

Examiner Comments

The candidate fully adheres to the demands here of the 
question. Candidates should avoid remodelling their prior 
ideas and keep the question at the core of their response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 

Elections proved to be another equally popular question and, in the main, it was answered 
very well.  Many candidates were able to handle the data on elections impressively and 
accurately, to support a line of argument.

4a)

Some impressive knowledge was demonstrated by a few candidates, who showed complete 
knowledge of the workings of the system, including the d’Hondt formula.  However a 
good number of candidates failed to outline the workings of the system clearly.  Common 
mistakes were: 

• asserting that the party list system allowed voters to list their choices by preference

• claiming that on closed lists that voters can rank the candidates in their preferred order.

Most candidates gained marks for recognising that the list system was PR and that it was 
used in the European Parliament, although a few cited other examples such as Israel.

4b)

4(b) was perhaps the best-answered of the part (b) questions on the examination.  Many 
candidates laid out three clear examples with reference to pertinent examples – especially 
of disproportionality, minor party discrimination and the landslide effect.  A small number 
wasted effort on strengths, without using them to highlight weaknesses, but most 
recognised that these belonged in part (c).

Examiners require a minimum of three points, clearly explained, to attain level 3.

Examiners require a minimum of two points, clearly explained, to attain level 2.

Like section (b), even the weakest candidates were familiar with some of the core 
arguments in favour of the First Past The Post (FPTP) electoral system.  The key points were 
covered by most candidates, namely its:

• speed and efficiency

• ability to create strong, stable governments

• capacity to keep out extremist parties such as the BNP

• good link between MP and constituency.

The stronger candidates developed such points in significant depth and detail to warrant a 
greater amount of marks.  They often integrated negative or critical references to systems 
of Proportional Representation, in the process.  Some strong answers also offered some 
effective analytical comment as to how and why, despite its tendency to produce majority 
governments, FPTP produced a hung Parliament in 2010. 

Some answers did cover the negatives of the system.  Whilst this seemed to be 
acceptable in a fairly small volume as part of the overall wider argument, some responses 
went into too much depth on this aspect and answered the question in a for/against style as 
a result.  

This was not what the question asked and this cost marks as a consequence.  It took away 
the time and scope to develop the positive arguments in sufficient depth. 
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At level 3, examiners expect to see a range of points clearly explained and illustrated.  The 
need for balance and making out a case against retaining FPTP is not required.

At level 2, the points will not be explained as clearly.  The examples may be sparse or the 
points may be limited in range.
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Although not well-presented for (a), this does 
contain expansive knowledge and clarity.

For part (c) the response shows clear 
understanding and comprehension.

Examiner Comments

It is vital to deliver precision when describing electoral/
voting systems. These have to be revised in depth.

Examiner Tip
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It is common for part (b) sections to be focused on three issues/requests.  Each one has to be 
developed and ideally supported by political illustration to get into Level 3 and thus maximise marks.

Note that for a section c response there are 9 marks for AO2. Often it will be a contested political 
point (e.g. for v against) however candidates have to be prepared to evaluate one position and draw 
out the AO2 from this evaluation.

Examiner Tip

a. For section (a) this is evidence of how it can go wrong.  Nothing can be credited.

b. However as we move to part (b), we see a response that gets into level 3 for AO1

c. The response begins well but on the last two pages it diverts to the disadvantages of FPTP.  
If the negative points were used to support the positive ones, there is credit - this, however, 
fails to do so and no progress is made in this final section of the section c.

Examiner Comments
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For part (c) this is a clear response but it lacks the depth or 
detail to access level three marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

Overall, there is much encouragement to take from this series.  The examination proved 
to be adapted to discriminate between candidate abilities, and at the same time, it is 
manifestly clear that the subject has a growing audience and an improving performance 
level.

Good practice and points to improve include the following:

• The use of contemporary political examples serves to enhance and develop all 
assessment objective skills. The more up-to-date detail presented serves to connect 
candidates to the real political world

• This was most pronounced and effective with pressure groups, where candidates made 
reference to Occupy London and the British Bankers Association

• However, this contemporary insight for enhanced performance was not limited to 
pressure groups.  It was equally as impressive when Assistant Examiners were 
presented with accurate data on elections, up-to-date information on democracy, recent 
referendum results and current policies and ideas of political parties

• All of the above signify the nature of politics: it is a moving feast and it does benefit 
candidates to do the additional research, which provides the contemporary evidence the 
subject requires

• Care needs to be taken to read fully and digest the wording of the question.  Often 
inaccurate digestion of the specific words leads to a significant loss of marks

• A minority of candidates still fall into the trap of attempting to shape their answer to one 
that they had done previously, as opposed to the one set on the paper!

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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