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Introduction
The aim of Unit 4B is to extend students' understanding of political ideologies by examining 
ideological traditions that have developed either out of, or in opposition, to the 'core' 
ideologies of liberalism, conservatism and socialism. These other ideological traditions are 
nationalism, feminism, ecologism and multiculturalism. As with Unit 3B, the overall standard 
of responses to Unit 4B questions was broadly similar to the standard in previous years. 
The major discriminator between mediocre and good performance was, as is so often the 
case, the difference between candidates who were able to provide a broadly accurate but 
essentially descriptive accounts of the ideology or sub-traditions in question, and candidates 
who were able properly  to analyse and evaluate such material. The separate marking of 
AO2 on the essays (45 mark, Part B) questions, means that this distinction can be exposed 
effectively. The extent to which candidates were able to respond to the requirements 
of synopticity was also a significant discriminator in the marking of essay responses. 
However, there is evidence of general improvement in this respect. In a growing number of 
cases, centres appear to be training candidates to recognise from the outset, and through 
the body of the argument itself, contention between two or more viewpoints or perspectives, 
However, a significant proportion of candidates still fail to do this adequately, in the weakest 
cases just uncritically presenting a single viewpoint. A further common discriminator, on 
both short (15 mark, Part A) questions and essay questions was the extent to which explicit 
conceptual undestanding was demonstrated, the strongest candidates being able to do this 
by recognising the often complex nature of the terms and concepts encountered in 4B.
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Question 1

The most successful responses to this question identified a variety of differences between 
political nationalism and cultural nationalism. These included their different relationship to 
nation-state, and often whether they are inclusive or exclusive in terms of their view of the 
nation. Many were therefore able to recognise the difference between so-called 'political 
nations' and 'cultural nations'. Less successful responses, on the other hand, sometimes 
struggled to recognise that nationalism may take different forms; in the weakest cases, they 
merely reiterated the definition of the nation. Recognising that nations are cultural entities 
does not in itself show an understanding of cultural nationalism.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Some awareness of the nature of political nationalism

- Some awareness of the nature of cultural nationalism

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

- Sound explanation of the nature of political nationalism

- Sound explanation of the nature of cultural nationalism

- Some accurate, and probably explicit, contrasts between the two.
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 This is an excellent response to the question. As well as 
highlighting a range of features that defi ne, respectively, political 
nationalism and cultural nationalism, clear distinctions are 
made. The response received 14 marks out of 15. 

Examiner Comments

 This is an excellent response to the question. As well as 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Some weak responses to this question failed to read it clearly, and wrote, not about 
feminist criticisms of gender equality, but about how and why feminists have supported 
gender equality. In some cases, this turned into an account of different approaches to 
gender equality by liberal, socialist and radical feminists. Thankfully, most candidates who 
attempted the question recognised that it is about a trend within feminism that regards 
differences between women and men not as something to overcome, but as something 
to celebrate or rejoice in. In successful cases, this led to an examination of the critique 
of gender equality advanced by difference feminists in particular, with some, helpfully, 
considering also the ecofeminist version of this critique. This was suported in some cases by 
an account to contrasts between androgny and essentialism.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Awareness of nature of gender equality.

- Some awareness of why feminists have criticised gender equality, probably linked to the 
ideas of difference feminism.

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

- Clear, and possibly implicit, understanding of the nature of gender equality

- Sound explanation of why difference feminists in particular have criticised gender equality.
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 This is an example fo a very good response, which received 13 marks out of 15. It 
contains an account of the concerns about ‘male identifi cation’, although the term 
does not feature. The pro-woman stance and its relationship to essentialism is also 
highlighted. The fi nal pragraph contributes little to the answer. 

Examiner Comments

 This is an example fo a very good response, which received 13 marks out of 15. It 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

There were some very strong answers to this question. In the most successful cases, 
sustainablity was explicitly defined and understood (recognising that it is associated with 
future development and the well-being of future generations) and both the 'how' and the 
'why' aspects of the question were addressed effectively. Some very strong responses 
were able to distinguish between different views of sustainability, 'strong' and 'weak'. 
Less successful responses, however, sometimes failed to get to grips with the idea of 
sustainability, writing instead about general features of ecologism. At best, these responses 
were woolly and unfocused, even if they made reference to issues related to sustainability.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Accurate, if possibly implicit, awareness of the nature of sustainability

- Some awareness of how ecologists have supported sustainability

- Some awareness of why ecologists have supported sustainability.

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

- Clear, and probably explicit, understanding of sustainability

- Sound explanation of how ecologists have supported sustainability

- Sound explanation of why ecologists have supported sustainability. 
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 This is an excellent response to the question, which received 15 marks out of 
15. It contains an impressive account of the nature of sustainability, including 
quoting the classic 1987 defi nition of sustainable development in the (misspelled) 
Brundtland Report. It is also impressive in explaining why sustainability matters to 
ecologists, and acknowedges a number of means of achieving it. 

Examiner Comments
 This is an excellent response to the question, which received 15 marks out of 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Weak responses to this question sometimes provided an account of nationalism, failing 
to highlight a specifically conservative approach to nationalism. Alternatively, weaker 
responses focused on conservatism and tended to ignore the nationalism aspect of the 
question, writing, for instance, about issues such as the organic society without applying 
it to the nation. More successful responses, however, were able to highlight a range of 
distinguishing features of conservative nationalism, including its emphasis on promoting 
social and political stability, thereby using nationalism to uphold the existing power 
structure, and the view of the nation as a historical entity. These reponses were also 
analytical rather than merely descriptive.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Some awareness of features of conservative nationalism, or clear understanding of one 
feature. 

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

Sound explanation of several features of conservative nationalism.
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 This is a good reponse to the question, which received 12 marks out of 15. It 
highlights a number of features of conservative nationalism - its tendency to develop 
in established nation-states, to promote social cohesion, to emphsise emotion rather 
than reason, and to have a backward-looking character. However, the analysis 
sometimes lacks sophistication, and the link at the end between conservative 
nationalism and violence is questionable. 

Examiner Comments
 This is a good reponse to the question, which received 12 marks out of 15. It 

Examiner Comments
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Question 5

Some weaker responses to this question focused very little on the issue of identity, 
providing instead a generalised account of multiculturalism. However, most candidates 
were able to discuss how and why multiculturalists link identity to culture and think in 
terms of group identities. In the most successful cases, this allowed them to point out 
how celebrating a positive cultural identity is, for multiculturalists, a means of social 
advancement and an antidote to marginalisation and subordination. Some candidates were 
also able to explain this in terms of countering a deeming, stereotypical identity, which 
had been the cause of subordination, or of an 'inauthentic' identity that robbed a minority 
cultural group of its sense of distinctiveness and self-worth.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Some awareness, if probably implicit, of the nature of identity politics

- Limited awareness of the link between multiculturalism and the politics of identity.

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

- Clear, and probably explicit, understanding of the nature of identity politics

- Sound explanation of the link between multiculturalism and the politics of identity.
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 This is a very good response, which received 13 
marks out of 13. What is particularly impressive 
is the clarity with which identity politics is 
explained at the outset, and the way in which 
the issue of identity is kept in focus throughout. 

Examiner Comments

 This is a very good response, which received 13 

Examiner Comments
 This response demonstrates the 
virtue of starting a short question in 
the right place, by defi ning the key 
terms in the question itself, and then 
moving on to a wider discussion. 

 This response demonstrates the 
Examiner Tip
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Question 6

Very few candidates who attempted this question were unaware of the nature of 
anthropocentrism, but only a minority of them offered a robust and explicit definition 
of the term at the outset, which was disappointing. Similarly, a large proportion of 
responses showed at least a basic understanding of the tension within ecologism over 
anthopocentrism, between so-called shallow or humanist ecologists and deep ecologists, 
the former trying to reconcile anthopocentrism with ecology while the latter reject 
anthropocentrism out of hand. The main discriminator was therefore often the analytical 
depth and theoretical sophistical demonstrated in exploring these issues. In the case of less 
successful responses, answers tended towards generalities about ecologism, with the key 
issue of the question receiving less and less attention as the argument developed.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Some awareness of the nature of anthropocentrism

- Limited ability to recognise debates over the extent to which anthropocentrism and 
ecology are compatible, probably linked to differences between shallow and deep ecologism.

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

- Clear, and probably explicit, understanding of the link between multiculturalism and 
diversity and the politics of difference

- Sound ability to analyse and evaluate contrasting liberal and pluralist positions over the 
legitimate extent of cultural diversity.
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 This is a very good response to the question. A particular strength is the 
effectiveness with which it explores and explains the tensions within ecologism over 
anthropocentrism. Good knowledge and understanding is demonstrated throughout, 
and the response is analytical and not merely descriptive. The marks it received 
were 10, 10, 11, 7. 

Examiner Comments

 This is a very good response to the question. A particular strength is the 

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

There were some very impressive responses to this question. These often demonstrated 
considerable insight and theoretical sophistication in exploring tensions between liberal 
multiculturalism and pluralist multiculturalism over diversity, with, in many cases, the 
distinctive views of cosmopolitian multiculturalism also being taken into account. For 
example, much was often made of the fact that liberal multiculturalists construe diversity 
within a liberal framework that places values such as freedom and autonomy 'above' 
the claims of cultural belonging, while pluralist multiculturalists are post-liberal in their 
willingness to regard non-liberal and even anti-liberal values and practices as legitimate. 
Less successful responses, however, tended to be descriptive rather than analytical, 
and often provided generalised accounts of the rival multiculturalist traditions rather than 
examining their differening approaches to diversity and the politics of difference.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Some awareness of the link between multiculturalism and diversity and the politics of 
difference

- Limited ability to recognise debates within multiculturalism over the legitimate extent of 
cultural diversity.

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

- Clear, and probably explicit, understanding of the link between multiculturalism and 
diversity and the politics of difference

- Sound ability to analyse and evaluate contrasting liberal and pluralist positions in 
particular over the legitimate extent of cultural diversity.
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 This is an excellent response to the question. It contains very good 
and comprehensive knowledge and understanding, impressive 
intellectual skills, an excellent awareness of competing viewpoints, 
all expressed as part of a clear and coherent overall argument. The 
marks it received were 12, 12, 12, 9.  

Examiner Comments
 This is an excellent response to the question. It contains very good 

Examiner Comments
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Question 8

This was a very popular question. A large proportion of candidates recognised that this 
question raises significant differences between liberal feminism and radical feminism 
in particular. In the most successful reponses, the quote was associated squarely with 
the radical feminist belief that the system of male power in society at large arises from 
the patriachal structure of family and domestic life - 'the personal' - encouraging radical 
feminists to redefine the nature of politics. Liberal feminists, on the other hand, dissent from 
this position for a variety of reasons, not least in that they believe that the public/private 
divide place an important role in protecting individual freedom from state control. Although 
weaker responses sometimes ignored socialist feminism altogether, or associated it with 
the liberal feminist rejection of the quote, stronger responses often recognised that socialist 
feminists have developed their own version of 'the personal is the political'.

Typical threshold level 2 responses exhibited the following features:

- Some awareness of why radical feminists have believed that ‘the personal is the political’

- Some awareness of why liberal feminists in particular have questioned the idea that ‘the 
personal is the political’

Typical threshold level 3 responses exhibited the following features:

- Sound explanation of why radical feminists have believed that ‘the personal is the political’

- Sound explanation of why liberal feminists in particular have questioned the idea that ‘the  
personal is the political’
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 This is a good response to the question. It demonstrates a very clear understanding of the 
radical feminist viewpoint, and highlights how and why liberal feminists adopt a contrasting 
position. However, the distinctions over the quote could have been brought out more 
clearly and explicity, and greater analytical depth and theoretical sophistication could have 
been demonstrated generally. The response received the following marks - 9, 9, 8, 7. 

Examiner Comments

 This is a good response to the question. It demonstrates a very clear understanding of the 

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

Summary advice for improving candidates' performance and outcomes in Unit 4B include 
the following:

- Stengthening conceptual understanding, not only by ensuring that candidates have 
accurate and robust single-sentence definitions of key terms, but also by making them 
aware of the wider and often complex meaning of these terms.

- Ensuring that candidates develop an analytical understanding of the relevant ideological 
traditions, rather than just a descriptive understanding. 

- Enhancing candidates' awareness of debates, discussions and arguments about the nature 
of the ideological traditions that feature in Topic B, usually (but not always) associated with 
rival sub-traditions within the ideology.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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