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Introduction
The general standard of responses to this paper were broadly in line with previous examination 
sessions. A signifi cant discriminator in relation to essay responses was the success or otherwise 
of candidates in meeting the new expectations about synopticity. In most cases, candidates 
were aware that synopticity required that they show an awareness of two or more sides of an 
argument, usually related to tensions between sub-traditions within an ideology, or between an 
ideology and opposing ideologies. In other cases, however, candidate performance was damaged 
by a tendency to adopt a purely analytical, or worse, a purely descriptive, approach to the 
question set. Candidates will do well to remember that all essay questions are now an invitation 
for them to engage in a debate or argument. Candidates who do this effectively will tend to gain 
higher marks for AO2, synopticity and, in all probability, AO3 as well.

The performance of candidates in relation to the topics that are new to this specifi cation 
– multiculturalism and ecologism – was gratifyingly high in many cases. This showed that 
teachers and students had often done a considerable amount of work in getting on top of the 
relevant ideas and arguments. Sadly, this did not apply to all responses, and in the case of 
multiculturalism in particular, a small minority of candidates wrote about it as if it were a 
political issue rather than an arena of ideological and theoretical debate. 
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 Question 1 
 This question was answered well by a large proportion of candidates. Some highly impressive 
responses were developed on the basis of the different justifi cations for diversity offered by, for 
example, liberal multiculturalists, pluralist multiculturalists and cosmopolitan multiculturalists. 
These often showed a sophisticated understanding of the range of multicultural thinking on the 
issue of cultural diversity. Less impressive responses, however, tended either to focus on just one 
multiculturalist defence for diversity or provided a descriptive rather than an analytical account 
of multiculturalist thinking. A small number of very weak responses were nevertheless developed, 
it seemed, on the basis of popular newspaper accounts of multiculturalism, usually of a negative 
character. These responses were reminiscent of some early, weak responses to feminist questions, 
which drew from a stereotypical and clearly pejorative image of feminism. The hope is these 
crude and un-theoretical accounts of multiculturalism will die out quickly. 
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Examiner Comments

This answer confuses multiculturalism with liberalism, and 
does not demonstrate any knowledge of different forms of 
multiculturalism. It ends with a criticism of diversity, which
is not relevant to the question asked. (3)

Examiner Tip

Remember that this question is not 'for and against'. 
You are being asked to give a range of grounds, 
from more than one multiculturalist position.
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Examiner Comments

While this provides a range of benefi ts of diversity for both 
individuals and society, none are fully developed. The answer treats 
multiculturalism as a 'job lot', not drawing out any of the different 
multiculturalist positions. It therefore remains in mid Level 2. (8)

Examiner Tip

Remember that this question is not 'for and against'. 
You are being asked to give a range of grounds, from 
more than one multiculturalist position.
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 Question 2 
 There were some highly impressive answers to this question, as is the case in relation to 
many feminism questions. The general, and sensible, approach was to consider this from the 
perspective of radical feminism, and explain how and why radical feminists have believed that 
the ‘public/private’ divide has traditionally served to conceal the realities of patriarchal power 
and female oppression. Those that recognised that this question was linked to the idea that ‘the 
personal is the political’ generally developed sound or better responses. Other candidates, not 
unreasonably, looked at the issue from the perspective of liberal feminism and socialist feminism 
as well, contrasting these positions with that of radical feminism. However, when candidates 
started to explain how and why liberals have emphasised the importance of the ‘public/private’ 
divide, they tended to be moving away from the question set, thus restricting the marks they 
were able to achieve. 

    

Examiner Tip

Remember that this question is not 'for and against'. 
You are being asked to give a range of grounds, 
from more than one multiculturalist position.

Examiner Comments

This answer provides well developed explanations of three 
multicultural positions on diversity, with one position briefl y 
described. It draws out some tensions between the different 
positions, which is creditworthy. (14)
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a good answer to only one aspect of the 
question : 'How'. It gives a good explanation of the 'personal is 
political' argument without explaining why especially radical 
feminists hold this to be crucial. (10)

Examiner Tip

Remember that this is a two part question - you 
must make sure to answer both 'how' and 'why' 
aspects for a comprehensive answer.
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Examiner Comments

This answer covers both aspects, explaining both the how - 'their 
personal is political', but also (eventually) the why- all women's 
oppression emanates from the private sphere. It also effectively 
uses the socialist feminist view as a contrast to the radical 
feminist position. Paragraphing would have been very helpful in 
making the argument clear and effective.(15)

Examiner Tip

Remember that this is a two part question - you 
must make sure to answer both 'how' and 'why' 
aspects for a comprehensive answer.
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 Question 3 
 Very few candidates who attempted this question did not have at least a basic grasp of the 
two terms, generally associating the former with human interests and the latter with the 
interests of the wider ecosystem. However, only the better responses were able to provide 
an explicit and reliable defi nition of the terms in question. It was also surprising that while 
candidates were able to provide good examples of ecocentrism, this was far less common in 
the case of anthropocentrism. A proportion of candidates, not unwisely, linked the terms to the 
distinction between ‘shallow’ ecology and ‘deep’ ecology. However, in other cases candidates 
effectively reworked the question to focus on a distinction that they had revised for, failing to 
adequately explain the link between anthropocentrism and ‘shallow’ ecology, or the link between 
ecocentrism and ‘deep’ ecology. Most candidates nevertheless experienced few diffi culties here.
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Examiner Comments

 This answer provides brief and unsophisticated defi nitions of 
both concepts. It then follows with two relevant but undeveloped 
contrasts, while ending with some repetition of earlier points. 
This places it securely in the middle of Level 2. (8) 

Examiner Tip

 This is a question that does require effective 
defi nitions of each concept. 
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      Question 4 
 Answers to this question ranged signifi cantly in terms of quality. At the lower end, candidates 
often wrote generally about nationalism and appeared, sometimes, to be heading in the direction 
of a different question, usually one about the defi nition of the nation and the defi nition of the 
state. In these cases, the issue of the defence of the nation-state tended to be ignored. On the 
other hand, those who provided a clear and full defi nition of the nation-state at the outset and 
then outlined two, three or more of its advantages often produced good or better responses. 
Not uncommonly, these refl ected on the different arguments that would be advanced by liberal 
nationalists (linked to freedom) and conservative nationalists (linked to social cohesion). 
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Examiner Comments

 This is an example of an answer which attempts to answer 
two questions which were not asked. It fi rstly provides an 
explanation of the origins of nationalism, and then a defi nition 
of a nation. With no direct or effective points addressing the 
question actually set, it rises no higher than mid Level 1.(3) 

Examiner Tip

 This is a question requires an effective defi nition of 
the nation state, and grounds from more than one 
type of nationalism. 
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Examiner Comments

 This answer begins with an effective defi nition of the nation state. It then provides 
grounds for support from the conservative and liberal positions, and at the end 
briefl y from the anti-colonial view point. However, the liberal position it not fully 
developed, lacking an explanation of the importance of self determination, and so 
the answer can rise no higher than the bottom of Level 3. (11) 

Examiner Tip

 This is a question requires an effective defi nition of the nation 
state, and grounds from more than one type of nationalism. 
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Examiner Comments

 This the only credit worthy paragraph of a longer answer. It contains three 
undeveloped points implicitly relevant to the argument of self determination, but 
there is no clear reference to the concept, and no defi nition of a nation-state. 
Overall the answer merits the bottom end of Level 2. (7) 

Examiner Tip

  This is a question which requires an effective defi nition of the 
nation state, and grounds from more than one type of nationalism.  
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     Question 5 
 There were some very good and insightful answers to this question. The implications of 
androgyny as far as feminism as an egalitarian project is concerned were widely understood and 
explained well by many. The idea that women and men have the same basic nature as ‘sexless’ 
persons was widely seen to be a basic assumption of liberal feminism, socialist feminism and, in 
many cases, radical feminism. The nature of essentialism and of its link to difference feminism 
was similarly well understood, particularly in terms of the critique that equality can often 
encourage women to be ‘like men’, or in the terminology of difference feminism, to be ‘male 
identifi ed’. Weaker responses to this question tended to provide only a generalised understanding 
of the terms or failed to offer an explicit defi nition in either case, relying instead on a discussion 
of their supposed implications for feminism. Only a very small number of responses seemed to 
identify androgyny with liberal feminism and essentialism with radical feminism. 
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Examiner Comments

 This answer provides clear defi nitions of both concepts, drawing out the contrasts. 
Having done this, it moves on to the ideological consequences in terms of their
vision of the ideal society, with relevant and effective examples. This moves the 
answer to the top of Level 3. (14) 

Examiner Tip

   You need to give as clear defi nition of both concepts, and then 
move to explaining the consequences of the distinctions.   
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Examiner Comments

This answer describes some of the basic features of essentialism without giving 
their theoretical origins. Since it provides almost no description or explanation of 
androgeny it cannot make any effective answer to the question, and so is confi ned
to Level 1. (5)
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  Question 6 
Weaker responses to seemingly any nationalist question tended to outline a range of nationalist 
traditions – usually liberal nationalism, conservative nationalism, chauvinist nationalism and 
anti-colonial nationalism – in the hope that this account of ‘nationalisms of the world’ would 
somehow contain the answer to the question set. Needless to say, specifi c questions need specifi c 
answers. In this case, the key debate at the heart of the question was very much between 
liberal nationalism, which sees the nationality principle as the key way of ensuring peace 
and international order, and chauvinist nationalism, which has been strongly associated with 
militarism, expansionism and war. In the best cases, candidates demonstrated an understanding 
of Wilsonian ideas about the peaceful implications of a world of democratic nation-states, as 
represented by his Fourteen Points. Only the best candidates sought properly to answer this 
question by being able to weigh up the signifi cance of these rival tendencies as far the history of 
nationalism has been concerned.Some very good answers pointed out that until 1945 nationalism 
had predominantly been seen as a threat to peace and international order, whereas in the post-
1945 period and especially in recent decades, the decline in inter-state war can be seen as one 
of the consequences of the wider acceptance of national self-determination and democratic 
governance.
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Examiner Comments

This answer provides sound though not fully developed treatments of the liberal 
and expansionist nationalist positions. It then attempts to bolt on the general 
socialist view on human nature, and also the conservative view of nationalism as an 
aid to domestic order. Neither are relevant to the question asked, and do not gain 
any credit in this context. The paragraph on anti-colonial nationalism is also not 
relevant to the question asked, as the points made do not relate to international 
order. Nevertheless, the effective sections reached the top of Level 2. (The question 
obtained AO1-8,AO2-7, AO3-6,Synopticity-7, for a total of 28)
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  Question 7 
 Two approaches to this question were commonly adopted, both potentially successfully. In the 
fi rst, the battle lines were between multiculturalism and its various critics, notably conservative 
nationalists, feminists and socialists or social reformists. In these cases, multiculturalism was 
portrayed as a supposed solution to the potential tensions and confl icts of a multicultural society, 
cultural recognition helping to overcome marginalisation and promote civic cohesion. By contrast, 
conservatives, feminists and others have seen multiculturalism as a breeding ground for tensions 
and social confl icts of various kinds. The alternative approach to this question was to consider 
divisions within multiculturalism. When this approach was adopted, liberal multiculturalism 
was widely viewed as a solution to cultural tensions and social confl ict, on the grounds that 
it endorses diversity only within a framework of liberalism and confi nes it principally to the 
‘private’ sphere, while pluralist multiculturalism has often been criticised for breeding a form 
of plural monoculturalism, thereby strengthening social tensions and confl icts. Weak responses 
to this question tended to be insuffi ciently grounded in the theories, ideas and doctrines of 
multiculturalism as a political tradition.   
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Examiner Comments

This answer is only relevant where it makes some descriptions of problems of 
contemporary society. The attempt to graft on a discussion on discrimination is 
completely ineffective, and also based on inaccurate knowledge. This is an example 
of an answer that lacks any effective grasp of the different theoretical positions and 
falls back on an impressionistic understanding of contemporary debates. It thus only 
achieves Level 1. (AO1-4,AO2-3,AO3-2,Synopticity-2, for a total of 11).
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Examiner Comments

This answer provides a range of viewpoints, but they are not fully developed.
In the case of the paragraph on Fanon, it is not made relevant to the question asked. 
By not fully developing the points, the answer does not provide a balance between 
the ‘pro’ and ‘anti’ positions. The critique of mutliculturalism as breeding tension 
and confl ict is only made in a substantive way at the bottom of the second page. 
Thus despite the range of accurate references, the answer is confi ned to the top
of Level 2. (AO1-8,AO2-7,AO3-6,Synopticity-8)

Examiner Tip

    This question addresses issues that in contemporary debate are often conducted 
in the form of a polemic - ie the use of unsupported assertions which ignore 
alternative positions. Avoid this approach at all costs and remember that you are 
being asked to provide a discussion of different positions, while making your own 
judgment at the end.    
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 Question 8 

 The vast majority of responses to this question recognised that this was an invitation to discuss 
the balance between unity and disunity within ecological thinking. Successful responses often 
started by highlighting broad similarities that united all ecological traditions, usually linked to 
the recognition of an intrinsic relationship between humankind and nature as refl ected in the 
principle of ecology. The divisions that candidates identifi ed and discussed were, with reason, 
wide ranging, as there is no established or unchallengeable account of key divisions within 
ecologism. For many, the key divisions were between rival hybrid forms of ecologism, notably 
eco-socialism, eco-conservatism, eco-fascism, eco-feminism and so on. In other words, ecologism 
was presented as a cross-cutting ideology, making its differences sometimes more prominent 
than its similarities. Others, examined contrasting tendencies between mainstream ecology, 
often linked to liberalism or conservatism, and radical forms of ecology that call for either 
radical social reform or the paradigm change that deep ecologists believe is necessary. Others, 
focus primarily on the difference between ‘shallow’ ecology and ‘deep’ ecology. However this 
was approached, many answers were thorough, analytical and based on extensive knowledge 
and understanding. Weak answers, on the other hand, tended to provide little more than a 
descriptive account of different ecological traditions, offering little scope for an analysis of 
similarities and differences. 
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Examiner Comments

 This answer successfully combined a fully developed discussion of the deep/shallow 
contrast with effective analytical treatments of the eco-socialist, eco-feminist and 
eco-anarchist positions. It was well-organised and used clear academic terminology 
effectively. This combination enabled it to achieve the higher reaches of Level 3.
(AO1-11,AO2-11,AO3-8, Synopticity-11, for a total of 41). 

Examiner Tip

  Remember that you should discuss the widest possible range of variations of 
ecological thought in answering a question formed in this way.    
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Grade Boundaries

a* is only used in conversion from raw to uniform marks. It is not a published unit grade.

Grade Max. 
Mark a* A B C D E N U

Raw mark boundary 90 62 56 50 44 38 32 26 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 0
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