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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

Each question carries 40 marks.

1 Study the extract below and answer parts (a) to (c) which follow.

(a) Explain the term electoral college votes used in the extract. (8 marks)

(b) Using the extract and your own knowledge, consider the ways in which US parties are
trying to attract the increasing minority vote. (12 marks)

(c) Evaluate the importance of ethnicity as a factor affecting voting behaviour in the USA.
(20 marks)

Text from G YOUNGE, 'Latinos become main minority group in US',
The Guardian, 23 January 2003.  Not reproduced here due to third-party
copyright constraints. 
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Answer either Question 2 or Question 3 or Question 4.

2 ‘A key characteristic of the US political system is the strength of the two major parties and the
insignificance of third-party candidates.’
Consider the reasons for the strength and durability of the two-party system in the USA.

(40 marks)

3 Consider whether direct participation in decision making through the use of referendums,
initiatives and propositions helps or hinders democracy in the USA. (40 marks)

4 Evaluate the view that pressure groups are now more powerful than political parties in 
US politics. (40 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS
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