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is AQA.  The Paper Reference is GOV3.
∑ Answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.

In Section A, answer either Question 1 or Question 2.
In Section B, answer either Question 3 or Question 4.
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information clearly and coherently, and to use specialist vocabulary, where appropriate.  The degree of
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Answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.

SECTION  A

Answer either Question 1 or Question 2.

Each question carries 30 marks.

EITHER

1 Study the extract below and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

(a) Explain the term devolved assemblies used in the extract. (8 marks)

(b) ‘Although its composition is undemocratic the House of Lords is too useful simply to be
abolished.’  Discuss. (22 marks)
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Text from B COXALL, L ROBINS and R LEACH, Contemporary British Politics,
Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, p247.  Not reproduced here due to third-party
copyright constraints. 



OR

2 Study the extract below and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

Source: adapted from P COCKER and A JONES, Contemporary British Politics and Government
(Liverpool Academic Press) 2002

Reproduced by permission of Liverpool Academic Press Ltd

(a) Explain the term European Council of Ministers used in the extract. (8 marks)

(b) Discuss the view that local government brings government ‘closer to the people’.
(22 marks)

TURN  OVER  FOR  THE  NEXT  SECTION

Local Government

To many people, central government is still viewed as all-powerful despite the introduction of
devolution and the passing of some power upwards to the European Council of Ministers and
Commission.  Local government deals with what are often perceived as being less important,
or unimportant, issues – street lighting, parks, refuse collection, etc.  Nevertheless, local
government plays a major role in Britain.  It spends approximately one quarter of total
government spending and employs around 10 per cent of the workforce.  It is an important
aspect of British democracy giving a locally elected body responsibility for local services.  It is
a case of government actually being closer to the people.
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SECTION  B

Answer either Question 3 or Question 4.

Each question carries 30 marks.

EITHER

3 Study the extract below and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

(a) Explain the term ministers used in the extract. (8 marks)

(b) ‘Quangos have a number of positive features.’  Discuss. (22 marks)
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Text from D WILSON 'Regulating Society: Quangos' in J FISHER et al, Central
Debates in British Politics, Pearson Education, 2003, p375.  Not reproduced here
due to third-party copyright constraints. 



OR

4 Study the extract below and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

(a) Explain the term Next Steps Agencies used in the extract. (8 marks)

(b) Discuss the view that we do not have ‘an all-powerful Prime Minister’ in Britain.
(22 marks)

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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Text from M J SMITH 'The Core Executive' in P DUNLEAVY et al, Developments
in British Politics 7, Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, p79.  Not reproduced here due to
third-party copyright constraints. 



THERE  ARE  NO  QUESTIONS  PRINTED  ON  THIS  PAGE
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THERE  ARE  NO  QUESTIONS  PRINTED  ON  THIS  PAGE
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