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Introduction

This unit is designed to assess candidates’ reading and listening comprehension and 
translation skills using a variety of authentic resources. Candidates are required to 
understand and convey their understanding accurately and have further opportunity to 
demonstrate their ability to translate accurately from German into English.

The content for the unit is drawn from four themes: Gesellschaftliche Entwicklung in 
Deutschland, Politische und künstliche Kultur im deutschen Sprachraum, Immigration und die 
deutsche multukulturelle Gesellschaft and Die Wiedervereinigung Deutschlands. Please refer to 
the specification for further information.

Section A assesses candidates’ listening skills. Candidates listen to four extracts which last 
around 6-7 minutes and are recorded onto CD (or are available for Centre download as an 
mp3 file). Tasks involve a multiple-choice test, answering questions in the target language on 
a variety of extracts of varied length and summarising in German the main points of a 
passage. The total mark of this section is out of 30.

Section B is also out of 30 marks and assesses candidates’ reading skills. There are five 
authentic texts in German with various degrees of difficulty. One of them is a literary text. 
Task types include multiple-choice task, choosing four correct statements out of nine and 
answering questions in the target language.

Section C is out of 20 marks and comprises a translation from German into English.

The overall time allocation for this paper is 2 hours. Candidates are recommended to start 
with the listening material and to complete this within 50 minutes. 50 minutes is 
recommended for Section B and 20 minutes for Section C, although candidates are free to 
vary this if they wish. However, it is important to leave sufficient time for the translation as 
this is worth 25% of the whole paper.

All questions on this paper are marked according to a points-based mark scheme which is 
updated at the standardisation meeting to take account of the full range of candidate 
responses. Certain marking principles are applied by examiners which teachers need to take 
into account when preparing candidates for this examination. The most important of these is 
the order of elements rule. Examiners assess responses in the order of elements given by 
the candidate and consider no more elements than the number of marks available.

Thus, in a 2-mark question, only the first two elements can score. However, repeating or 
paraphrasing the question or a preamble to an acceptable response do not count as 
elements in the response.
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Overall, there were some impressive performances by candidates who demonstrated a wide 
knowledge of vocabulary and an ability to answer questions manipulating language 
accurately at this level. Many candidates coped well with this paper, in particular in Section B 
reading, considering the situation candidates have experienced throughout the pandemic.
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Question 2

Question 2 carries 5 marks and requires candidates to produce written responses in German 
to questions set in German. Lifting is allowed, although this can lead to transcription errors. 
However, candidates need to remember that any such lifts must be targeted — 
indiscriminate transcription of what they have heard is not a guarantee of a mark. Quality of 
language is not assessed here and full sentences are not required, but candidates must 
communicate their answers unequivocally and candidates should be aware that full and 
detailed information is needed. Examiners are asked to be lenient with regards to spelling, 
however if a misspelt word becomes ambiguous or an English spelling is used, a mark is 
withheld.

The transcript was about the impact of Gorbachev’s role at the end of the GDR.

Overall, the task discriminated well and a widespread of marks was achieved. Some 
candidates coped well with a number of candidates scoring 4 or 5 marks. However, some 
marks were lost when specific information from the text was missing and answers were too 
general.

Q02(a): This question wanted candidates to express that Gorbachev announced significant 
reforms. Leaving out ‘significant’ prevented some candidates from achieving a mark but 
many candidates were able to score the mark.

Q02(b) proved to be more difficult for candidates. Candidates were supposed to say that 
socialism in its current form did not work. Some candidates answered with Offenheit and 
Umstrukturierung which was rejected, and some candidates miscommunicated ‘in its current 
form’.

Q02(c): Most candidates gained at least 1 mark here and many could state that they reacted 
with panic or censored or banned Russian newspaper. Some lost 1 mark due to the order of 
element rule, stating too many elements.

Q02(d): This question was generally well answered, and most candidates were able to gain 1 
mark. Some lost a mark by leaving out the word ‘thoughts’.
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This candidate's answers are short but to the point. In Q02(a) 1 mark 
was awarded as all required information was given. Q02(b) did not 
communicate the idea that socialism in its cuurent form wasn't 
working and no mark was awarded. The candidate gained 2 marks for 
stating two correct reactions to his policy. For Q02(d) 1 mark was 
gained as again the correct answer is communicated in a short and 
precise manner.

You do not need to answer in full sentences — short and precise 
information can be sufficient.
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Question 3

Question 3 requires candidates to respond in German to questions set in German and carries 
9 marks. The recording featured an interview about the attitude to work of the younger 
generation in Germany.

Q03(a): A high level of success was achieved here, and most candidates were able to gain 
both marks by stating that the digitalisation and the expectation of the younger generation 
are the driving force to change in the German world of work.

Q03(b) required candidates to state how companies should enable a clear separation of work 
and private life in the future, which most candidates were able to do.

Q03(c): Most candidates answered this question correctly with the idea of the younger 
generation being more realistic, less loyal and complaining less. However, ‘They see 
companies as institutions’ by itself was common and did not score.

Q03(d): This question asked candidates to explain why security is important to the young 
generation. The answer was that they are always in a crisis due to 24-hour access to media. 
The spelling of ‘Krisenmodus’ was a problem for some candidates and the common 
misspelling ‘Krisenmode’ was rejected. It was also important to highlight that they are 
constantly in this crisis to score the mark, which some candidates missed out.

Q03(e): In this question candidates were required to answer that either the work should be 
fun, and the atmosphere should be friendly/supportive. There was a variety of spellings for 
‘kollegial’ but many were accepted as long as it was not spelt in an English way with most 
candidates gaining a mark.

Q03(f): This was a 2-marks question and most candidates scored at least 1 mark. It asked 
about the problems arising for the German world of work. 1 mark was gained stating that 
young people are not familiar with authority. Some candidates lost out of this mark by 
merely saying they know less authority as it is not clear what ‘they’ refers to. The second 
mark was gained by explaining that companies want more flexibility and the younger 
generation more stability. A number of candidates answered this correctly, but some lost the 
mark by failing to give both sides.
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This candidate gained 8 out of 9 marks. In Q03(a) both marks were 
awarded in line with most candidates and Q03(b) gives a precise and 
clear answer. The candidate explains how young people react to the 
corporate culture in an accurate manner. Verb formation and spelling 
are correct. In Q03(d) the candidate communicated that they are in a 
constant crisis with the first element seen as preamble. In Q03(e) a 
mark was gained as again the precise answer was communicated. In 
Q03(f) the candidate lost out on 1 mark due to the order of elements 
rule. The first element was awarded as it is the correct answer. 
However, the candidate then expanded and provided information not 
required and does not relate to the question. Therefore the third 
element, though correct, was not awarded.

Listen out for details and if there are 2 marks available, ask yourself 
whether you have given two separate ideas or just two versions of the 
same. Consider the order of element rules and avoid too much 
information on the first point.
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Question 4 (a)

Q04(a) requires candidates to respond in German to questions set in German and carries 6 
marks. The recording featured an interview about Merkel’s decision to open up the border 
for refugees in 2015 and the consequences of this decision. Candidates demonstrated that 
they are familiar with the topic immigration and the task discriminated well overall.

Q04(a)(i): Candidates were supposed to state the consequence of Merkel’s decision and most 
candidates gained a mark by stating that a million refugees/asylum seekers were one year 
later in Germany.

Q04(a)(ii): 2 marks could be gained by explaining the impact on the Syrian war on other 
countries. The question discriminated well. Some candidates missed out on a mark by not 
adding ‘in Turkey’ or just saying that ‘there was the world biggest refugee crisis in a 
neighbouring country of the EU’. Some candidates did not gain the mark by just saying that 
many refugees came to Germany without stating ‘via Balkan states or Greece’.

In Q04(a)(iii) many candidates scored 1 mark for saying one could have helped earlier, 
however, there was some confusion with some answers implying that Turkey could have 
helped more rather than being helped.

Q04(a)(iv): Most candidates scored at least 1 mark. Merkel wanted to avoid a maltreatment of 
refugees and leaving Greece by themselves. A number of candidates transcribed from the 
text but misspelt Das Problem auf Griechenland verschieben. writing verschieden. Please note 
that if misspelling leads to a different meaning the mark will not be awarded as the message 
is ambiguous. Some candidates did not read the question carefully or did not understand 
vermeiden responding with eine Politik der Menschlichkeit.
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Unfortunately, this candidate scored 0 overall. The first answer is not 
specific enough as it is not clear to what 'es' refers to and where these 
refugees are. Q04(a)(ii) did not get any of the 2 possible marks because 
these short answers do not communicate clearly the effects on other 
countries. More details need to be added (eg subject, objects) and 
sentences should not just be parts that are lifted. The answer to Q04(a)
(iii) again did not relate to the question and was an untargeted lift from 
the text as well as the two answers in Q04(a)(iv).
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Always read the question and your answer carefully and consider 
whether your answer is detailed, appropriate and related to the 
question. Ensure to phrase the answer in your own words.
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Question 4 (b)

This question requires candidates to summarise three main points from the dialogue, 
making sure to address all the bullet points. Candidates who try to transcribe the whole 
dialogue are penalising themselves as only the first point made for each bullet point will be 
credited using the order of elements rule. This is applied discretely. Candidates should 
ensure to clearly pinpoint to the bullet points.

This year many candidates tackled this task successfully and performed well across both 
tasks many gaining full marks in Q04(b)(ii).

Q04(b)(i): Most candidates performed well and scored all 2 or 3 marks, summarising the 
points succinctly. Everyone recognised that this decision had a positive impact on Germany’s 
image. For bullet point 2, some marks were lost when focusing on the German job market 
and not explicitly referring to the economy and the positive long term impact refugees have. 
Most candidates were able to say that refugees do many jobs in the service sector that 
German people do not want to do with a minority not stating that these jobs are unpopular 
and thus not gaining this mark though.

Q04(b)(ii): This part proved very accessible with more candidates scoring 3 marks. The first 
point was the least successful with some answers focusing only on the rise of the AfD rather 
than the political damage to Merkel and her party. However, almost all candidates 
summarised that training for refugees is expensive and integration courses are ineffective 
successfully. Some lost a mark for spelling ‘ineffective’ in an English way.
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This candidate scored full marks. The candidate divided the answers 
clearly using full stops, although sticking to one line would have been 
better. In Q04(b)(i) all bullet points were clearly summed up. The 
candidate linked the job market sufficiently to the economy and 
explained that refugees usually do jobs in the service sector that are 
unpopular with Germans. In Q04(b)(ii) all points were summed up 
precisely and spelling is good.

14GCE German 9GN0 01



Clearly signpost your answers in the summary task, ideally using bullet 
points or numbers. Write one answer per bullet point and answer in 
the order of the bullet points given.
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The candidate has used full stops to separate different points, but has 
referred to them in a different order. Although this will not be 
penalised, it is recommended to refer to them in order of the text. For 
Q04(b)(i) this candidate only scored 1 mark as only the job market was 
mentioned and not the economy.

Ensure that your summary refers to the specific bullet point by using 
the words from the bullet point, eg economy not job market. As it only 
states that many refugees work in the service sector without 
mentioning that these jobs are unpopular, a mark was withheld. 
Although überall is the wrong word in the last sentence, it still 
communicated the message that the German image improved and a 
mark was awarded. In Q04(b)(ii) the first mark was withheld as it only 
mentions the strengthening of the right-wing party and no information 
is provided about Merkel's party. The other 2 marks were gained.
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Question 6

Question 6 requires candidates to select four statements in German from a list of nine. If 
candidates cross more than four statements 1 mark is withheld for each cross in excess of 
four. Thus, six crosses, including four correct ones, gains a total mark of 2. This text was 
about a positive student’s experience when re-sitting a school year. Most candidates were 
able to cross at least three correct sentences and a number of candidates scored full marks.
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Question 7

Question 7 requires candidates to respond in German to questions set in German and carries 
6 marks. Quality of language is not being assessed here, therefore under the terms of the 
mark scheme misspellings and grammatical errors are tolerated as long as the answer is 
comprehensible and unambiguous. In this context, an inappropriate possessive adjective or 
personal pronoun impedes communication and a mark will be withheld for the first misuse. 
Full sentences are not required but sufficient detail must be included in the response to 
answer the question completely.

As in all previous series, targeted lifts were accepted. Targeted lifts mean that candidates do 
not have to answer using their own language and may rely on the language in the text when 
this is appropriate. However, candidates should avoid lifting whole sections out of the 
German text in the hope that the answer might somehow be found in the four or five lines 
copied. This of course no longer constitutes a targeted lift and no marks can be gained in this 
instance. Candidates should also pay attention to the need for the lifted material to answer 
the question as set and should be aware that it may not be possible to lift answers from the 
text for all questions.

Text 7 talks about an environmental initiative and referendum called ‘Save the bees’ and 
proved accessible to many candidates.

Q07(a): A high level of success was achieved here, and many candidates managed to gain 2 
marks referring successfully to protecting a variety of species and enforcing an ecological 
agriculture by law. Allowing infinitive clauses, as they do not cause ambiguity, enabled many 
candidates to score. A few candidates answered with the ways the aim could be achieved 
rather than what the aims are and lost out on these marks.

Q07(b): This question proved accessible to most candidates and only a few lost out on the 
mark by omitting ‘an’ and only writing ‘bauen’.

Q07(c): Almost all candidates were able to state that 10,000 signatures are required before 
applying for a referendum and gained a mark.

Q07(d): Again this question proved accessible and most candidates were able to either 
explain the online option or the directly signing in the town hall as ways to participate in the 
referendum. Infinitive clauses were again accepted.

Q07(e): This question differentiated well and quite a few candidates did not convey the idea 
that the farmers’ union is critical of the new law. The message was often ambiguous, or an 
untargeted lift was used that did not communicate.
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This candidate scored 5 out of 6 marks. In the first question Q07(a) 2 
marks were gained. Although 'zu' was not needed to answer a modal 
sentence, it does not interfere with communication and was accepted. 
Q07(b) was lifted correctly from the text and no manipulation was 
required. Q07(c) was very accessible and awarded and in Q07(d) the 
candidate lifted and manipulated successfully the required information 
from the text. Only the last mark was not gained as the negative view 
of the farmers' union was not communicated.

Think carefully about what the question is asking. Try to offer a concise 
answer which pinpoints the correct information, expressing the idea in 
your own words. You may need to use some language from the text 
but this should be manipulated when required.
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Question 8

Text 8 features the literature text this year taken from ‘Die Stadt der Kinder’ by Andreas 
Schlüter and carries a total of 8 marks. Although some weaker candidates found the text 
more difficult to cope with, there were also many examples of good performances with some 
strong candidates scoring full marks. This type of text will feature again in future years and 
therefore merits careful attention. Candidates are encouraged to read a variety of authentic 
text types to prepare successfully for the reading section.

Q08(a): This question was answered well by most candidates and the idea that they like to 
revise maths together has been conveyed successfully.

Q08(b): Overall a number of candidates lost out on a mark by referring to him thinking about 
the computer game rather than what he thought about the visit, but was generally well-
answered.

Q08(c): Most candidates have gained this mark and made the correct reference to him being 
not happy about the development or wondering why the computer game does not work.

Q08(d): Again this was often successfully answered by stating that he shut down and 
restarted his computer, but occasionally marks were lost by referring to ‘it’ for computer 
which then does not provide an answer.

Q08(e): This question proved accessible to many candidates and 2 marks were gained. But 
some candidates referred to die kleine Figur which did not score.

Q08(f): Most candidates managed to gain 1 mark here indicating that the girls were annoyed, 
and the mark scheme allowed flexibility in ways of conveying this.

Q08(g): This question proved quite taxing for many candidates with not many stating that he 
exchanged the game with his football shirt. Some candidates got close to the idea but did not 
answer the question by lifting and manipulating ‘Ich hol mir mein Trikot von Frank wieder’.
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The candidate achieved 6 marks in total. The first answer, although 
grammatically incorrect, was awarded as language is not penalised 
when the answer is communicated and it is still clear that they want to 
study maths. For Q08(b) the candidate lifted and manipulated the 
correct answer from the text and a mark was awarded although 
candidates were encouraged here to use their own words. For Q08(c) 
Ben is thinking about his game not working and the answer reflects 
this, so a mark was given. Although again the verb manipulation in 
Q08(d) is not ideal, the answer counts as it communicated that he 
switched off his computer to restart the game again. For Q08(e) the 
candidate gave a concise answer and gained 2 marks, but in Q08(f) the 
reaction of the girls is not really reflected in the answer provided, so no 
mark was scored here. And in Q08(g) the answer unfortunately does 
not really relate to the question or makes sense.
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Think about the wider meaning of the passage; don’t immediately 
assume that you can take the text literally. Remember that some 
questions will require you to infer meaning from what you have read in 
the text.
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Question 9

Text 9 was about unemployment after the reunification as stated in the advance information. 
Candidates should ensure that they read the question carefully, particularly the question 
words in order to identify relevant material more easily.

Q09(a): This 2-mark question was generally well answered, and the majority of candidates 
gained at least 1 mark here. Some candidates lost out by not expressing that the income is 
higher or the social life better when working in the comparative form.

Q09(b) proved challenging and many candidates lost out by simply stating that there were 3,4 
million people unemployed without referring to the situation in Western Germany as per the 
question. A few candidates also struggled to express the idea of ‘half’.

Q09(c): This question discriminated well. Some candidates answered this correctly and 
gained a mark by stating that Western company profited from rebuilding the East. However, 
a number of candidates simply referred to rasante Deindustrialisierung which did not answer 
the question.

Q09(d): Whilst this was generally well answered, some candidates did not lift nach der Wende 
and thus were not specific enough and lost out on the mark.

Q09(e): A high level of success could be seen and most candidates scored 2 marks by stating 
furlough and early retirement schemes to create more workplaces.

Q09(f): Many candidates were able to explain that unemployment in the West and East 
usually affects the same group of people, like women, unskilled workers. Some candidates 
lost out on the mark by simply stating the groups without further explanation which does not 
answer the question.
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This candidate shows signs of struggle and lifted at times parts from 
the text that do not relate to the question. In Q09(a) both marks were 
awarded as the first answer is in line with the text and the second 
answer used the comparative successfully. Q09(b) was a common 
error and shows that the question was not read carefully. The question 
talks about the situation in western Germany at that time and the 
answer provided refers to the whole of Germany, so no mark was 
gained. Again in Q09(c) the candidate should have explained why the 
unemployment in the West decreased and the answer provided talks 
about the East of Germany. In Q09(d), Q09(e) and Q09(f) the candidate 
is struggling to provide an appropriate answer and lifts parts from the 
text that do not communicate an answer. In total, the candidate scored 
2 out of 8 marks.

Make sure your answers are targeting the correct information.
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This candidate scored 7 out of 8 marks and was more successful. The 
answers provided are concise and often expressed in their own words 
with vocabulary from the text. Apart from Q09(b) which again does not 
talk about the situation in the West of Germany and received 0 marks, 
all other marks were awarded. Q09(f) provided the less common 
answer but scored a mark.
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Use words or phrases from the text with your own words to create 
answers that respond directly to the question.
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Question 10

The translation forms an important part of the whole paper, being worth 20 marks out of a 
total of 80. It is therefore crucial that candidates allow themselves sufficient time to complete 
the task properly. A minimum of 20 minutes is recommended. The passage is sub-divided 
into 20 sections, each worth 1 mark. In order to gain the mark candidates must translate the 
main nouns, verbs and adjectives correctly although minor omissions are tolerated if they do 
not affect the essential meaning of the section. Translation is considered to be successful if 
an English speaker would understand the translation without having understood the text in 
the original language. Misspelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity.

This question produced the full range of marks. Weaker candidates were able to translate a 
few parts correctly and only a small minority appeared to struggle with the text as a whole; 
most were able to cope with at least parts of the text and translated it into decent English. 
The vast majority of candidates had been taught to translate rather than to summarise or to 
paraphrase and produced a good translation of most parts.

Sentence 1 – The first sentence was divided into four sections (marks 1-4) and the main 
obstacles here were the correct translation of wird begleitet in the third part and hässlich in 
the fourth part, which prevented some candidates from gaining these marks. The verb to 
accompany was often unknown and replaced with another verb as was hässlich. The most 
successful translation candidates produced was for the first part of the sentence, which a 
large majority got right whereas in the second part the translation of the relative clause 
posed a problem for some candidates.

Sentence 2 – The second sentence consisted of three different marks to gain (marks 5-7). The 
first element was mostly correctly translated only occasionally referring to singular which did 
not score. (Please note: the use of singular in the whole sentence was only penalised once.) 
The second and third part were generally translated well although some candidates wrote 
that the masks were quite scary and not the wild figurers or struggled to render aus Holz 
geschnitzten Masken into acceptable English.

Sentence 3 – The third sentence consisted of three marks to gain (marks 8-10) The translation 
of Bei dieser Tradition was for some candidates difficult and often an incorrect preposition 
such as ‘by / with’ was used which prevented candidates from gaining the mark. In the 
second element the translation of beschenken, which was often rendered into the ambiguous 
‘to gift the children’, proved difficult to some candidates. A more common problem posed the 
translation of brav into brave, which did not score. The last part of this sentence was often 
translated well apart from some candidates using the plural of ‘helper’, which was rejected.
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Sentence 4 – The fourth sentence was divided into five parts (marks 11-15). The first element 
was generally successfully translated but in the second element the translation of Ketten 
often led to a loss of mark. The third element was often tackled well and the translation of 
schon was not needed to gain the mark. Some candidates did not translate the object 
pronoun sie, which was needed though. In element 4, the translation of wenn surprisingly 
posed a problem and was quite often translated with ‘if’ as well as the use of present tense 
when translating liefen, leading to no mark here. In element 5 many candidates gained the 
mark and were able to successfully express the idea that it is still common in many regions 
today.

Sentence 5 – The fifth and final sentence was also divided into five parts (mark 16 and 20). 
Quite a number of candidates managed to render Unter den Masken stecken to acceptable 
English although some candidates stuck to the German word order ‘under the masks often 
hide young people’ and a mark was withheld. At times Jugendliche was translated as children 
and the mark could not be gained. Element 2 was often translated successfully and the idea 
that they had great fun was conveyed. The third part was also tackled well, and a variety of 
synonyms for ‘scaring locals’ were allowed. In the last two and final parts the word (mit) 
Stöcken was unknown to quite a number of candidates and stockings was a common 
translation, which did not score.

Overall, there was quite a number of candidates producing translations of very high standard 
and the task allowed a wide spread of marks.
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This translation scored a total of 10 marks and shows sign of success 
but some misunderstandings in some parts. The first sentence scored 
2 marks with element 2 and 3 not given. Unfortunately the relative 
clause was missing and the tense used was wrong. In sentence 2 only 
the first element scored as the mask cut out of wood has not been 
communicated and the quite terrifying is not referring to the creatures, 
but the masks. Element 8 was awarded as was element 10 but the 
translation of brave into 'brave' was rejected.

In the second paragraph the first sentence reads well and only element 
11 has been rejected and there was no sled in the German text. In the 
last sentence however only element 17 scored expressing that they 
have lots of fun, whereas all the other elements show some lack of 
understanding of the German text.

Ensure you read your English translation once you are finished. Pay 
particular attention to tenses and the translation of little words.
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This is a strong translation that flows and is very close to the original 
text. The candidate achieved 18 marks in total, only losing out on 
element 12 (ropes are not chains) and element 13 as 'even' is not in the 
original text.

Ensure you include all words in the translation and you do not leave 
out little words such as 'still', 'only' etc. Also try not to add words that 
are not in the original text.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

candidates should check how many marks are available for each question and ensure they 
give the corresponding number of details;
candidates should read all questions carefully, paying particular attention to question 
words and key words in order to ensure comprehension;
when lifting material from the texts, candidates should be aware of the need to 
manipulate language in order to answer the specific question asked. Lifting large chunks 
of the text should be avoided;
candidates should be aware that Q04(b) is a summary exercise and that it is therefore 
unnecessary to transcribe the whole dialogue. Answers should be clearly signposted using 
bullet points or numbers;
candidates should be made aware of the order of elements rule;
candidates must ensure that their translation reads naturally in English. It is often not 
possible to translate word for word from the original German text;
candidates should ensure that they have translated every word and have picked the 
precise meaning of the word. Giving two options for translating a word should be avoided; 
candidates should ensure that their handwriting is readable.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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