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Introduction
The AS German: Paper 2 8GN02 was available for the first time this June and will be offered 
annually in June. It was set as per the GCE 2016 Specification, and is consistent with the 
format of specimen paper. One hour 40 minutes were available for the completion of the 
paper, in which candidates were required to undertake question 1, a translation from 
English to German, and then any ONE of the remaining questions. Dictionaries and copies of 
works are not permitted at any stage of this paper. Some 330 candidates sat the paper in its 
first session.

Candidates enjoy optionality, and a broad range of marks was awarded. This paper is 
marked following principles consistent with all guidance in the specification and any 
Pearson support materials. The prose translation is taken from the published Themes 1 and 
2 and their sub-themes. The paper is worth 60 marks in total.

All candidates, as stated above, attempt Section A, the prose translation of 70-75 words. This 
section is divided into twenty sections which are each assessed independently. 

Candidates also attempt ONE question, from EITHER Section B OR Section C, not both. 
Whether the work is a novel, play or film, it is assessed against the same mark grids 
for Assessment Objective 3 (AO3) (Accuracy and range of grammatical structures and 
vocabulary) and AO4 (critical response contract). There are 20 marks on offer for each 
Assessment Objective, and provided that candidates score in either mark grid, there can 
be credit in the other, but there is no other correlation between the two grids, and scores 
in each may conceivably be divergent. For each work in Section B and Section C, there is a 
choice of two questions, so in total, candidates must choose ONE task from twenty-eight. 
Each task is complemented by three bullet points, which are offered as no more than 
possible guidance. Candidates who respond to the task without specific reference to the 
bullet points, and candidates who respond closely to one, two or three bullet points can all 
access full credit. The key is a direct and developed response to the task.
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Question 1
This candidate gained almost full marks. It is a very strong performance.
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This is an example of a response where there is an excellent level of accuracy, and very good 
credit gained throughout Q1.
'Weihnachts Markt' was accepted, being two words. (1) was acceptable in the imperfect or 
perfect tense, and there were various ways of expressing 'to take place.' For example, 'sein', 
'stattfinden' and 'passieren' were all correct.
Although 'statt' was included to test word order involving a separable verb, it was accepted 
at the end of any of the first three elements.
(2) 'auf' and 'am' were both accepted, and candidates who had revised nominal declensions 
were successful in this element.
(3) also rewarded a careful use of the dative case, and the ending needed to be written 
correctly for there to be a score.
(4) was sometimes not successful as the gender of 'Fest' was not secure. If the umlaut was 
missing from 'schön', it was taken as being a non-ambiguous spelling error in the context.
(5) Was a successful element for many candidates, as here, and was accessible to a range of 
candidates.
(6) 'nicht nur...sondern auch' or 'aber auch' were both accepted, and were clearly a set 
expression learnt by all but the very weakest candidates. Along with 'Weihnachten' and 'in 
Deutschland', this was among the most commonly earned elements.
(7) 'tolle Ideen für Geschenke' or 'Geschenkideen' were both rewarded, but some candidates 
did not remember the correct plural form.
(8) The endings on 'lecker' were sometimes eroneous, and the most frequent mis-translation 
was 'Trinken' for 'Getränke'. The adjective was acceptable if it was taken as referring to 'Essen' 
or 'Getränke' or both.
(9) provided relatively frequent credit, and was sometimes in a German form 'die Höhepunkt' 
or else in the more anglicised but equally acceptable 'das Highlight'. However, the gender 
proved a challenge in many cases.
(10) This is the only part which confounded this candidate, for the ordinal rather than cardinal 
number was required in the date. Some candidates did not choose the dative case correctly in 
this element.
(11) 'die Parade' was the most obvious word, but also acceptable were 'Umzug', 'Aufzug' or 
'Festzug'. The correct gender was again a problem for some.
(12) 'Mitglieder' is not quite correct here, but seemed to convey the notion of taking part, and 
along with the correct use of the dative plural, was a successful route to the element.
(13) 'Region' was the notion sought, as offered in this response. 'Bundesland' was not 
necessarily accurate, and some rather wider translations were not acceptable either. The 
gender was usually correct, but the endings on the preposition as well as on the adjective 
need to match and be consistent.
(14) 'sich freuen auf' along with the intensifier of 'besonders' or similar as offered here proved 
to be a discriminator, as the idiomatic construction was clearly unknown to a significant 
proportion of candidates.
(15) and (16) were routinely correct, helped by the fact that words where the spelling was one 
letter out were credited, if the error was not in the ending. However, some are still not able to 
spell 'Deutschland' correctly.
(17) The idea of having to bring a coat to keep warm was sometimes conflated, so (17) and 
(18) were mixed up at times, and the examiners tried to award as generously as possible. 
'natürlich' or similar was needed to convey the idea of 'of course.'
(19) tested the knowledge of 'um...zu' and was sometimes correct, but the verbal construction 
needed care.
(20) foundered on the gender or case of snow quite frequently, so 'in das Schnee' or 'in der 
Schnee' or similar was offered.

Examiner Comments



6 GCE German 8GN0 02

Ensure that every part which the 
candidate can even have a guess at, is 
attempted, for the twenty sections are 
assessed discretely. For example 'nicht 
nur...sondern auch' was credited, even 
when all the material around it was 
incorrect.

Examiner Tip
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Please see the first commentary. This also a very good response.

This is included as a very good 
response, where a couple of details 
only would have made the score 
perfect.
'Stadtplatz' is not really 'Marktplatz', 
and 'aber' is not strong enough for 
'jedoch', so neither could score.

Examiner Comments

Check work through, in case there 
are small details where a second look 
could increase credit earned.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a less successful 
response, where three elements are 
gained.
A number of points could help credit to 
be increased:
'die Markt' is the incorrect gender.
'die Marktplatz' is masculine.
'Geschenke' needs to be conveyed in 
the correct plural.
'Trinken' is an anglicism for 'Getränke' 
and is rejected.
'die Jacke' is feminine, so the ending of 
'einen Jacke' cannot score.

Examiner Comments

It is worth candidates trawling through the 
passage, to ensure that even isolated elements 
which they can get disparate credit for are 
attempted.
In general, there is sometimes inconsistent 
attention paid to capital letters. In Q1, the first 
time a capital letter is used incorrectly, credit is 
lost, and vice versa. However credit is withheld 
for the same error on no further occasions in 
the prose translation, in order not to depress 
candidates' scores. Capital and lower case letters 
should be used with care and written with clarity.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate gained around half marks, so has gained a decent score.

'vor' with the dative case eluded, needs attention.
'hat...stattgefunden' is an acceptable past tense.
'ein schönes Fest' and 'von ganzen Region' are required 
with the correct gender to score.
'Trinken' is once again an anglicism, which could be 
picked up through checking.
'elften' is the desired version, not 'elfsten'.
'wird gebracht' is not a logical or correct verb form here.
'sich' is required for the 'halten' route to the mark to be 
successful.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should refer to 
the programme of grammar 
study to be aware of the 
constructions which are 
available to be tested.
Regular revision of genders 
of common words, and their 
nominal declension, is very 
useful in Q1.

Examiner Tip

This is an example of a less successful 
response, where three elements are 
gained.
A number of points could help credit to 
be increased:
'die Markt' is the incorrect gender.
'die Marktplatz' is masculine.
'Geschenke' needs to be conveyed in 
the correct plural.
'Trinken' is an anglicism for 'Getränke' 
and is rejected.
'die Jacke' is feminine, so the ending of 
'einen Jacke' cannot score.

Examiner Comments

It is worth candidates trawling through the 
passage, to ensure that even isolated elements 
which they can get disparate credit for are 
attempted.
In general, there is sometimes inconsistent 
attention paid to capital letters. In Q1, the first 
time a capital letter is used incorrectly, credit is 
lost, and vice versa. However credit is withheld 
for the same error on no further occasions in 
the prose translation, in order not to depress 
candidates' scores. Capital and lower case letters 
should be used with care and written with clarity.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This is a very good example of a response on 'Der Besuch der alten Dame'. This is one of the 
more popular works on the paper.
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Candidates should attempt to refer to the work, and to 
provide arguments which are justified and developed. 
Those who simply recount the work's themes are likely to 
be limited to the lower mark grid boxes.
For higher mark grid boxes for AO3, there needs to be a 
good level of linguistic accuracy and range, and also, some 
use of literary terminology. This need not be at a highly 
sophisticated level but there needs to be some use of the 
language of literary discussion.
There is no requirement to write in excess of 300 words 
to gain full marks. While some candidates chose to exceed 
300 words, and there is no penalty or implicit advantage 
in doing so, the response could lose its form, and could 
include an increase number of errors and repetitions, 
which did little to enhance the score. Succinct and well 
evidenced responses were highly successful.

Examiner Tip

There is a useful opening paragraph which helps to contextualise the 
response. This does not have to be included, and this response which 
addresses the task directly, rather than offer a regurgitation of a pre-learnt 
essay, is worthy of high credit.
There is good textual illustration in order to evidence the portrayal of Claire 
in the work. There are quotations and these could be equally well rendered 
if appropriate paraphrases are used. The main themes are addressed, such 
as Claire's being turned out of the village with a child, and having to turn to 
prostitution. There is then discussion of the poverty of Güllen, and how this 
leaves the village at Claire's mercy, when she returns with vast sums of money.
The language used does not impede comprehension in any way, and ensures 
that the message is clear and that the themes are well-illustrated. The word 
order is correct and endings are sound. The expression is quite natural, and 
the sense of a well-crafted response couched in a decent level of AS language 
is conveyed.

Examiner Comments
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This response is included to show that the two 
mark grids can offer quite contrasting scores. 
There was a very good level of AO3 accuracy 
here, but the AO4 discussion of the work is less 
secure, and does not move in to more advanced 
justification or development. There is some 
discussion and some evidence with quotation 
from the work, but the arguments are rather 
superficial, and the candidate needs to get 
more force out of the arguments proffered. For 
example, when Ill dies, the role of the villagers 
motivated by money in driving Ill to stress 
and sickness could be explored. It is also true 
that earlier, the villagers are appalled at the 
notion of buying Ill's death, but the evolution, 
with examples of characters' behaviour and 
increasing debt, would raise the response into 
the higher boxes of the AO4 markgrid.

Examiner Comments

Textual reference is key, and it needs 
to be backed up with justification and 
developed arguments.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
An example of a very competent response on a rich work. The AO3 mark is also high, for the 
language is accurate and appropriate to literary discussion.
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The response makes continual reference to the fact 
that Hanna cannot read, and examples are given as to 
how Hanna has to keep fleeing in life due to hiding this 
inability. The response illustrates from various stages 
of Hanna's life, and how it affects her actions and her 
eventual guilt.
The candidate refers closely to the work, and there are 
ordered paragraphs which deal with the task well. The 
language does not cause the examiner to struggle to 
understand the message.

Examiner Comments

There are always three bullet points 
offered to candidates to help them to 
structure their responses. The bullet 
points are merely suggested areas to 
explore, and responses which gain full 
credit can address, three, two, one or 
none of these bullet points. The main 
consideration is the task, not its bullet 
points.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
This is a good performance, illustrating good knowledge of the film, and a decent level of 
literary discussion in language which is serviceable.
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The opening paragraph is perhaps best used to illustrate the 
way in which the candidate intends to tackle the question, 
indicating the areas to be covered. The response deals with 
the actions of Christa-Maria.
'Hauptfigured im Film', 'Am Anfang des Filmes' and 'Zum 
Schluss' are examples of terms of literary discussion. Main 
issues are addressed, such as Christa-Maria's affair, her 
drug habit, her dependence on the state and drugs and 
her attempt to perhaps do the right thing. The language 
is quite simple and there is rather a literal sense to the 
syntax, as if the candidate is translating in the mind from 
another language, and this has perhaps reducted accuracy 
in terms of gender and endings. However, the message 
is not significantly impeded, so the mark is good, but not 
very good. The examiner can see that the candidate knows 
the film and has provided enough examples to discuss the 
question well with some development, but closer reference 
to the film and a less binary conclusion as to whether 
Christa-Maria is good or bad, and rather a more nuanced 
judgement, might be a way to increase credit.

Examiner Tip

If the candidate is reassured by this 
kind of general introductory paragraph, 
this is fine, but it takes time, and does 
not necessarily advance the response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10
This is quite a good response, and the language used will have been largely up to the task of 
communicating the candidate's response. However, there could be better engagement with 
the film and the task relating to the role of the father.
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The candidate conveys quite well the idea that Richard does 
not find integration back into the family and workplace 
difficult. The mark for AO3 is good, as there is frequently 
accurate language to discuss the question. There could be a 
bit more focus in order to sustain and develop arguments, 
and this along with more of this discussion and literary 
terms, could enhance the mark. The candidate has a 
decent understanding of the film, but higher scores rely on 
justification being evidenced, rather than there being more 
recounting of the work.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12
This work was very popular and proved to offer decent credit to a wide range of candidates. 
Those who scored well referred closely to the film, and gave illustrations on which 
conclusions were based. Less successful responses tended to recount the scenes of the 
film without much discussion, and resorted more to generalities than to details in the film. 
For example, reference to a dictatorship would be relevant, but need to be anchored in the 
work, rather than on historical or prejudicial information.
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The candidate maintains focus on Tim and in reasonably accurate language, the message is 
largely clearly conveyed. There would be a case for a more focused introductory paragraph, 
so that the task is addressed from the start. The question requires the candidate to chart 
Tim's progress through the film, and a chronological rather than thematic approach is 
simplest but both were seen to be well-handled.
There are some useful literary terms used, and they help to illustrate how Tim has 
developed. This response is hampered somewhat by inaccurate grammar and syntax so 
there is always use in checking work. It shows how Tim is dependent on the Welle, but there 
could be more development of why Tim was so susceptible to the attraction of the Welle and 
what it represented, and also who could share the responsibility and why for the tragedy 
which unfolded. More developed responses might look at the points leading to this disaster.

Examiner Comments



30 GCE German 8GN0 02

Question 13
This response is first rate. A plan is never considered in the marking in any way, but 
candidates might consider if one could help them to marshal their thoughts and to present 
them with justification in a balanced and succinct way.
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This response does not use excessive words to discuss the question 
relating to Alex's behaviour. Less effective responses focus on his 
relationship with his mother, and tend to exaggerate the positive 
aspects of his invented recordings and his fake news. However, 
there is a more developed and nuanced response here, which 
identified the fact that there is a selfish and increasingly disturbing, 
if unintentional angle, to the recordings and to keeping Chistiane 
from learning the reality. A few more illustrations still could have 
been given, such as the fact that Alex's behaviour was rooted in a 
childhood inspired Ostalgie. The language used is very much up to 
the task and includes literary details, quite up to the demands of 
this AS Paper.

Examiner Comments
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This response is included to contrast with the excellent response to this film also included. 
It is by no means ineffective, but the language is ambiguous at times and does not ease the 
conveyance of the message and there could be far more detailed and telling use of the film.
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This is perhaps an example of a response which does not address the question, but chooses to 
give information of a possibly pre-learnt nature, such as is seen in the rather general opening 
and conclusion. There is some useful material about Alex's desire to hide the alarming truth 
from his mother, and he brings others in to help him illusion. However, there is quite a lot 
of focus on their reaction to his actions, and there is not a great deal of depth, relating to 
Ostalgie, Alex's own media ambitions, and his increasingly unclear motivation. Unpacking of 
these issues with exemplification would have served the candidate well here.

Examiner Comments

Basic grammar needs attention, for 
word order after 'weil', singular and 
plural consistency, and case use such 
as 'mit seine Mutter' would benefit 
from care in preparing for this paper.
The introduction and conclusion are 
opportunities to show the direction 
the response intends to take, and then 
to emphasise the points made, based 
on the contents of the response. They 
need not be empty, largely formulaic 
book endings.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance in this first session, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 In Q1, candidates should not be phased by vocabulary or grammar which they are 
unable to recall, but should offer as much as possible, as each of the twenty sections is 
assessed discretely, as far as practical. Reference to the programme of grammar study 
would be beneficial, for these are the points from which the paper writer must choose 
to include a selection in Q1. 

•	 Translation practice with short phrases with particular attention to nominal declensions 
and conjugation revision is always valuable. This is a prose translation task, and the 
English original task needs to be respected as much as is natural.

•	 Candidates need to engage directly with the question asked. There were instances 
where responses appeared to address a pre-learnt essay or an encyclopaedic overview 
of the work, without close reference to the question.

•	 It is entirely understandable that teachers may prefer to address works with which they 
are familiar from previous specifications. The different demands of a new paper on a 
fresh specification which has a list of works need to be considered, and in the vein of 
innovation, it could be worth considering some of the works in Sections B and C which 
are apparently unfamiliar to many, but which could yield rewarding study. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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