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Introduction  
       This unit requires candidates to understand and convey their understanding of German-language 
recordings and texts. In addition, candidates produce a piece of continuous writing, in which they 
can demonstrate their ability to manipulate German. The content for the unit is drawn from the four 
general topic areas (and defi nitive list of linked subtopics) listed on page 30 of the specifi cation. The 
overall time allocation for this unit is 2 hours 30 minutes. 

                     Section A is out of 20 marks and assesses candidates’ listening skills. There are four extracts which last 
around 5 – 6 minutes and which are recorded onto CD (or are available for centre download as an mp3 
fi le). Candidates have individual control of the listening material and must complete section A within 
the fi rst 45 minutes of the examination. 

               Section B is also out of 20 marks and assesses candidates’ reading skills. There are three authentic 
texts in German, each followed by a different task type. Candidates are free to complete this section 
immediately after section A or they may choose to complete section C fi rst and come back to this 
section later in the examination. 

                         Section C is out of 30 marks and assesses candidates’ writing skills. Candidates are required to write 
200-220 words in the form of an email, a letter or an article in German based on a short German-
language stimulus. A number of linked bullet points defi ne the content. Candidates are free to answer 
this question after the listening and before the reading sections if that suits them better. 

                     All questions in Sections A and B are marked according to a specifi c mark scheme which is updated at 
the standardisation meeting to take the range of candidate responses into account.  

        Candidates should be aware that examiners assess responses in Q4, Q6 and Q7 in the order elements 
are given by candidates, and consider no more elements than the number of marks available. Thus, 
in a 2 mark question, only the fi rst two elements can score, whereby repeating or re-working of 
the question or preambles to an acceptable response do not count as elements in the response. In 
addition, credit is not withheld for irrelevant additions to a correct answer, but incorrect additions 
which negate will result in candidates losing the mark for a correct answer. 
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 Question 4 
         Question 4 carries eight marks and requires candidates to produce verbal responses in German to 
questions set in German. Lifting is allowed, although this can lead to transcription errors. Quality 
of language is not assessed here, but candidates must communicate their answers unequivocally. A 
mark is withheld only for the fi rst misuse of tense.  Full sentences are not required in this task but 
candidates should be aware that full and detailed information is.  Overall, candidates have become 
more profi cient in their handling of this question.  

      Part a) Candidates who answered incorrectly had often misunderstood the  50 Millionen Schritte  or had 
failed to appreciate the time frame required for an appropriate response and gave answers such as 
 Christian  war  der erste Mensch.  

       Part b) This was very accessible, with  eine Pause machen  as the most popular response. 

       Parts c) and d) These questions discriminated well. References to 70 km and 100 km were to be 
found in the answers to c) and d) respectively. In part d) examiners were somewhat surprised by the 
frequency that 60 km appeared. 

       Part e)  This question rewarded those who were able to listen for detail and thus also differentiated 
well. Many candidates gave one piece of information successfully for one mark, typically     die 
Regierung hilft  but then mentioned  Alternativrouten,  which does not address the question and 
so could not score. Although these candidates often went on to add a third and correct piece of 
information about  die freundlichen Einheimischen,  this could not be credited as the order of elements 
principle applies to this question as per the mark scheme and as mentioned previously. Responses 
such as     Menschen sind freundlich  cannot attract a mark either since they do not demonstrate 
understanding of the detail required. 

      Part f) This question was accessible to more candidates, and the most common answer focused on     sie 
sparen/er spart Geld . Incorrect answers tended to be along the lines of  es ist billig,  which is not 
supported by the listening text. 

      Part g) The spelling of  Werbefl ächen  was at times hardly recognisable and it was thus impossible to 
award the mark. Incorrect answers were mostly  verkaufen Werbung  or  Werbefl ächen  on its own or 
 verkaufen Kleidung im Internet .  

             This response scores 4 marks. 
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Examiner Comments

In part a) the candidate uses the incorrect tense and so does not score. An appropriate response would 
be in either the present or the future tenses. Any misuse of tense in this way would lead to the mark 
being withheld once only.

For part b) the candidate is awarded the mark: although there is an incorrect tense, this is considered a 
repeated error.

The candidate has confused the fi gures in part c) so no mark can be given.

In part d), although the candidate has identifi ed the 70 kilometres correctly, ein paar Tage has not been 
understood, so no mark can be given.

Part e) exemplifi es the order of elements rule. The candidate gives 4 pieces of information but 
examiners consider only the fi rst two. Here the fi rst piece of information is incorrect in terms of a 
response to the queston asked. The second piece of information is correct. All further information is not 
considered. So, this candidate scores 1 mark here.

In part f), the candidate is awarded the mark.

In part g), candidates struggled with the transcription of Werbefl ächen and examiners took a fl exible 
approach to the spelling of this word. This candidate scores the point.

Examiner Tip

Candidates must understand the order of elements principle. They should check the 
number of marks available for a question and give only that many pieces of information.
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         This response scores 4 marks. 
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Examiner Comments

Part a) represents a successful if succinct response.

Part b) is again both successful and concise.

In part c), the addition of normalerweise 70Km unfortunately negates what would otherwise have 
been a perfect response.

In part d), ein paar Tage has been misunderstood and so although the candidate has identifi ed the 
correct number of kilomentres, this response cannot gain any credit.

Two marks were awarded for part e). 

There is nothing in the transcript to support the answer given in part f). It is too liberal an 
interpretation and cannot score a mark.

Part g) does not have the key concept of selling advertising space and the answer cannot be credited.

Examiner Tip

It is not necessary for candidates to write huge amounts to provide a correct answer - 
a focused answer is, however, essential.

Candidates must limit themselves to the information given in the transcript - 
enhancement of stated facts cannot be credited.
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 Question 6 
         Question 6 requires candidates to demonstrate their ability to transfer meaning accurately from 
German into English. The text is factual and candidates are not expected to infer meaning. There 
are fi ve separate questions in English to which candidates respond in English. Full sentences are not 
required, but candidates must include suffi cient detail to address the question appropriately. 

       Whilst most candidates undoubtedly understood this text, the majority struggled to transfer the 
meaning precisely. This question requires a good deal of practice, as very many candidates give 
approximations which cannot be accepted. Greater attention to the detail of the German text would 
lead to a higher score in many instances. 

       P      art a)  Many omitted  loudspeakers  from their answer. 

      Part b) This question proved to be more accessible although there were some interesting translations 
for  konnten sich nicht erklären . 

       Part c) Many transferred correctly that two policemen boarded the train the next morning but 
struggled with  in Zivil  either omitting the concept completely or transferring it as  civilians, civil 
servants, civil people, civil workers.  

        P       art d) Again, many were able to transfer the notion of  attaching/connecting their mobile phone to…. , 
but  Führerraum  was frequently transferred inappropriately as  captain’s room/offi ce or main room . 

       Part e) There was a general lack of clarity in answers about who was taking the boys home.  Zugeben  
was transferred as  the boys gave everything back  or  handed everything over . 

             This response scores full marks. 

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent example of where the candidate has thought about the sense of the 
English in the responses. All the answers convey the essential information unambiguously.
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         This response scores 2 marks. 

 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner Comments

In part a) there is no reference to the loudspeakers and this was an essential element for the mark.

Part b) is fi ne for the mark.

Part c) is just too vague: it is necessary to convey the full sense of the German text.

The candidate has given full details in part d) and is therefore successful.

The answer in part e) does not actually address the question.

Examiner Tip

This question requires candidates to give full details in their answers. They should ensure 
they have transferred the true sense of the German and not offer approximations. From 
this point of view, this question looks forward to the translation task in Unit 4 at A2.
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    Question 7 
     Question 7 requires candidates to respond in German to questions set in German. Quality of language 
is not assessed here, but candidates must communicate their answers unequivocally. Full sentences 
are not required but, as in question six, suffi cient detail must be included in the response to answer 
the question completely. Targeted lifting is allowed. 

           This text is followed by questions in German requiring answers in German. No question part is worth 
more than 2 marks. As in all previous series,  targeted  lifts were accepted. Weaker candidates copied 
either great chunks out of the text or just a few words but not the key words, and so forfeited the 
mark. Unfortunately,   some candidates targeted wrong sections of the text completely, perhaps 
because they were unable to understand the text, or possibly, the questions. 

            Quality of language is not being assessed here, therefore under the terms of the mark scheme 
misspellings and grammatical errors are tolerated as long as the answer is comprehensible and 
unambiguous.  A mark is withheld only for the fi rst misuse of tense.  It is obvious that very many 
candidates remain confused over the distinction between sie (she), sie (they) and Sie. 

        Part a) In answers which were on the right lines, the comparative was frequently missing. Most 
 unsuccessful answers referred to  über Essgewohnheiten nachdenken . 

      Part b) Correct answers here were often exact lifts from the text, which is of course allowed. 
Candidates sometimes had diffi culties expressing the comparison to  Autoverkehr  and again it was not 
uncommon for the comparative to be missing. 

           Part c) This question highlighted the need for close reading: incorrect answers often had the correct 
fi gure, but linked it to  Treibhausgase . 

         Part d) Some responses highlighted the  fl eischfreier Tag  whilst others omitted to specify which people 
are being encouraged to eat in a more environmentally friendly way so that there was an element 
of ambiguity which could not be credited. Most candidates understood the general gist of people 
becoming more environmentally friendly but were unable to tie this in with the concept of  ernähren  
and were thus too vague. 

           Part e) Candidates struggled to express successfully the two clear concepts required for the two 
marks. Answers were often along the lines of  Werbungen über Fleischkonsum / umweltfreundliches 
Essen  or were too vague, such as  Warnhinweise auf Essen . Responses which attracted 1 mark usually 
referred to  Klima-Kennzeichnung auf Verpackungen.  

                         Part f) The  stipulation  außer besserer Gesundheit  in the question was often misunderstood or ignored 
so that even otherwise very strong candidates mentioned  Herzkrankheiten,   Krebsrisiko  etc here. 
Correct answers about looking slimmer were rare . 

         Part g) This section was answered successfully by the vast majority of candidates. 

         Part h) Many candidates gave correct answers for the 2 marks. Incorrect answers were usually due 
to omission of the concept of  weltweit/global  or an assertion that  Essen/Lebensmittel ist zu teuer  – 
which is not what the text states. 
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       This candidate scored 6 marks here. 

Examiner Comments

Part a) - this response does not address the question. 

Part b) - the candidate has used his/her own words very successfully here to give a succint and correct response.

In part c), although the candidate has written sie wollen, this does not detract from the correct message and 
this response scores the mark.

The response in part d) does not address the question.

The candidate scores one of the two marks available in part (e) for the fi rst part of the response.

In part f) the Außer besserer Gesundheit in the question has not been noted by this candidate.

A successful answer in part g).

Whilst the language in part h) is not accurate, the correct message is very clearly  communicated.
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     This response scored 3 marks. 

 

 

Examiner Tip

Examiners take great care when setting the questions that these should be easily 
accessible in terms of language used to all candidates. Candidates should read them 
carefully to ensure the answer they give is relevant to the question asked.
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Examiner Comments

Part a) represents a good start to this question.

Unfortunately, there is no concept of a greater contribution in part b) so no mark can be awarded.

Part c) - this response does not address the question.

In part d) the sie is ambiguous. Apart from this, the response conveys the wrong message.

Whilst the response in part e) is along the right lines, the candidate has not been able to pinpoint the 
exact information needed.

In part f), the reference to außer besserer Gesundheit has been ignored.

A successful response in part g).

In part h) the candidate was awarded one mark for the fi rst part of the response. It is not clear what 
the candidate meant at the start of the second part - possibly Rezession. However, marks cannot be 
awarded based on this basis. 

Examiner Tip

Candidates must ensure their responses are clearly expressed and written.
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     Question 8 
     This section consists of one writing task. 

       In question 8, candidates fi rst read a short (55-75 words) stimulus in German which serves to provoke 
and support a response in German of 200 - 220 words. The rubric (in German) for this task includes 
a number of bullet points (between 4 and 6), which candidates must address in their response. The 
piece of writing is assessed positively according to assessment criteria grids. These grids reward 
students for content and response (15 marks) and quality of language (15 marks).  Candidates need to 
gain at least 1 mark for content to access marks for quality of language. The word limit is observed 
and examiners read no further than to the end of the sense group after 220 words. 

      Examiners were pleased to note an improvement in candidates’ examination technique. The topic area 
of this task had been well prepared in class and the task seemed to be accessible and of interest to 
most candidates and allowed them to demonstrate their capabilities. 

       There were few responses which were short but overlong answers remain a problem. In such cases, 
candidates run the risk of being unable to include the fi nal bullet point within the word count. 
Candidates should be aware that any information which comes after the 220 words will not be 
assessed. The omission of one complete bullet point automatically reduces the content mark to a 
maximum of 9. Centres are advised to read the marking principles, which come at the end of the mark 
scheme. These principles detail exactly what will happen when a candidate completes a bullet point 
only partially, or indeed fails to address a bullet point at all. 

       Although there was no bullet point requesting information on  wer Sie sind und warum Sie schreiben , 
many candidates wasted valuable words providing such details and this was at the expense of 
addressing the points specifi ed. A concise statement was fi ne, however. Candidates must address the 
bullet points for the task as it stands and should not make assumptions based on past papers. 

         Bullet point 1 : 

      Candidates found much to write for the fi rst bullet point. In many cases, however,   examiners were 
presented with little more than a list of features and/or advantages of mobile phones. More successful 
candidates were able to link this to the growing popularity of such phones – as required by the task. 
Answers which overlooked this connection between the huge number of contracts and the advantages 
of mobile phones were less successful. 

       Bullet point 2 : 

      Some candidates interpreted this as asking them to offer a personal view on mobiles - possibly because 
 notwendig  was not really understood. Given that such responses tended to focus on features and 
advantages of the mobile phone, this frequently led to repetition of what had been written above.  

            Bullet point 3   : 

       This bullet point requires reference to more than one negative aspect of mobiles   and the strongest 
candidates were able to come up with at least a couple of disadvantages.  Candidates who were able 
to address this bullet point only partially could score a maximum of 12 for Content and Response 
(as per the marking principles). The most commonly cited dangers of mobiles were radiation and 
health risks, antisocial behaviour and addiction to mobile phones, problems at school due to lack 
of concentration, and fi nancial problems because of either too much use or wrong contracts with 
providers.    More imaginative candidates referred to the decline in correctly written texts because 
of  text speak . 
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       Bullet point 4   : 

       Unfortunately, some candidates appeared not to have understood  Regeln  but examiners adopted 
a fl exible stance on what might constitute a rule in this context such as ensuring the security of 
phones (e.g. insurance against theft or measures against other people hacking into your phones), or 
fi nd the cheapest provider and the best price plan. Some of the most successful answers linked the 
negative aspects cited in bullet 3 to some logical rules. 

        Language 

        There was evidence that candidates had been well prepared to attempt an essay on this topic 
and very many were able to deploy expressions of opinion and deliberation, as well as a variety of 
structures including conditional, subordinate clauses and the passive. Some used idiomatic expressions 
e.g.  zwei Seiten der Medaille ,  ein Katzensprung,  while others candidates posed rhetorical questions: 
 Ist das Handy für mich notwendig ?  Ganz sicher.  Conversely, many still struggled with correct verb 
endings, personal pronouns and the perfect tense. 

         This letter scores 9 for Content and Response and 8 for Quality of language. 
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Examiner Comments

This piece of writing is the correct length.

The candidate has introduced herself briefl y in the fi rst short paragraph but has not used words up 
unnecessarily. 

The second paragraph addresses bullet point one. This aspect of the task has been understood and 
addressed with some development of detail.

The third paragraph addresses bullet point 2 relevantly and with some detail.

The following 2 paragraphs address bullet point 3, highlighting more than one negative aspect.

Unfortunately, the fi nal bullet point is not addressed at all and this impacts on the number of marks 
this piece of writing can attract. The marking principles cap any response in which one complete bullet 
point has been omitted at 9 for Content and response. This response merited a mark of 9.

The mark which can be awarded for language is not capped in this way and the candidate can 
access the full range of marks. Examiners awarded this piece of writing 8 for quality of language: 
communication is satisfactory and the candidate demonstrates a satisfactory grasp of syntax. 

Examiner Tip

Candidates must be familiar with the marking principles for this question. Omission of 
one bullet point will cap the Content and response mark at 9, however fully the other 
points have been dealt with. 
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         This letter scored 12 for Content and response and 15 for Quality of language. 
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Examiner Comments

 After a brief introduction, the candidate gets down to addressing bullet point 1. The letter is well 
organised - he treats each bullet point in turn as he progresses though the paragraphs. This is a good 
approach. The slight blip is that only one  Regel  is mentioned (and in fact, it is not a  Regel  as such) and 
this means that the fi nal bullet has been addressed only partially. The marking principles cap responses 
which address bullet points only partially at 12 for Content and response.  

Examiner Tip

 Examiners felt this was worth 12 marks and adopted a fl exible approach to what might 
be considered a  Regel . This candidate uses a wide variety of structures extremely 
competently and examiners could fi nd no reason not to award a mark of 15.  



21

GCE German 6GN02 01

      

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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