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A GERMAN-SPEAKING REGION/COMMUNITY

Student 1

Question 11a

Analysieren Sie die Bedeutung der geographischen Lage der von Ihnen gewahlten
Region

Student 2

Question 11b

Erklaren Sie, warum Sie in der von Ihnen gewahlten Region gern/nicht gern leben
wulrden
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See Insert for questions.
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Student 1 (Question 11a)
Analysieren Sie die Bedeutung der geographischen Lage der von lhnen gewahlten Region.

The response is fully relevant to the task. It also has a well-organised, logical structure which
is easy to follow. The first statement indicates an entirely appropriate choice of a region as
stated in the specification and set question, which calls for an analysis of the importance of
the geographical situation. The answer details the precise geographical location in relation to
Germany and neighbouring countries and briefly describes physical aspects of areas
contained within the region. There is some reference to the history of the area but in this
case it appears relevant as it links with the Rheinland-Pfalz of today. The response goes well
beyond the merely descriptive by explaining why and how the geographical position impacts
on the local economy, mentioning industry in general, BASF in particular as well as the key
role played by the region’s waterways. There are references to wine and fruit-growing as
well as tourism and the effect of the proximity of France on local traditions. These concrete
examples offer very strong support to statements made and through them clear knowledge
of the task is shown. Understanding — the second element of the content mark - is evident in
the high level of analysis. One can only conclude that the content covers a wide range of
aspects in some depth and that it constitutes a very impressive response.

As far as the language marks are concerned, there is a very wide range of appropriate topic-
related vocabulary, for example in die wichtigsten Handelsrouten, die meist befahrene
Wasserstralde, von FlifRen und hugeligen Gebieten geprégt, angrenzen.

There is a very wide range of more complex structures, including accurate use of relative
clauses and appropriate use of verb tenses. The language is highly accurate with only the
occasional lapse. Through inversion after introductory phrases such as au3erdem, word
order, adjectival endings, correct plurals and verb conjugation there is ample evidence of
knowledge and application of grammar.

In short, this answer satisfies the “Very Good” criteria in each of the four categories.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 25

Range of Vocabulary — 5
Complexity of Language — 5
Accuracy — 5

Total — 40/40
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Student 2 (Question 11Db)
Erklaren Sie, warum Sie in der von Ihnen gewéhlten Region gern/nicht gern leben wirden.

The city of Munich is chosen as the focus for this answer, although it would have been more
appropriate to have selected the region Bayern and use the city of Munich to illustrate points
made. Reasons given for living in the region are valid insofar as they are presented as an
individual preference but too often the level of analysis is superficial and personal reaction is
limited. For example, the paragraph starting “Ich mag die Platze am liebsten” (sic) cites the
fact that drinks and cake can be bought; this justification is rather too simplistic at this level
and reveals a limited understanding of the task. Employment opportunity is the main factor
for wishing to live there and a specific example is given to support that view. Transport links
are also offered as a reason and together they make a positive impact, but after that there is
a good deal of generalisation, which, without concrete examples and detail, could apply to
any named region. No evidence of parks or retail opportunities — both given as reasons for
wishing to live there - is given by way of names or description. More references in greater
detail would have made a fuller answer. Although the reader can detect a structure to the
response, it is the lack of detailed knowledge following general statements such as In
Minchen gibt es viel zu tun, das macht Spal fiir alle, jung oder alt that places this answer at
the upper end of the “Limited” category for knowledge in the content category, not quite
“Sufficient”.

Quality of Language marks are limited by the Content mark, as explained in the specification
and mark scheme. In this case, there is little variety in the use of vocabulary, although the
appropriateness of Traumjob and Lebensqualitat is acknowledged. A restricted vocabulary
means, at times, the student is unable to paraphrase or express ideas in other ways and
even uses the English word efficient at one stage.

Structures are mainly simple and the range is modest. There is some variety in the length of
sentences but not enough variety to merit a mark of 3.

Although there is certainly some correct German the accuracy is clearly inconsistent. There
is little awareness of adjectival endings, cases (in der Sid; in eine sehr hubsches Café mit
ein sehr attraktive ausblick) or gender of common nouns ( es ist der Hauptstadt) and the
omission of the umlaut in schon alters the meaning. Errors sometimes impede
communication, as in ich habe eine Interesse in Autos und wie sie Arbeitet or man kann ein
trink ... kaufen.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 10

Range of Vocabulary — 2
Complexity of Language — 2
Accuracy — 2

Total — 16/40
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A PERIOD OF 20™ CENTURY HISTORY FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 3

Question 12a

Wer war(en) lhrer Meinung nach die wichtigste(n) Personlichkeit(en) in dem von lhnen
gewahlten Zeitraum?

Student 4

Question 12b

Analysieren Sie die positiven und neg ativen Aspekte des Lebens in dem von lhnen
gewahlten Zeitraum.
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Student 3 (Question 12a)

Wer war(en) Ilhrer Meinung nach die wichtigste(n) Personlichkeit(en) in dem von Ihnen
gewahlten Zeitraum?

The opening statement indicates a very wide period of history (1945-89), which can
sometimes lead to a lack of detail when analysing the impact of actions or events, as so
many took place within the chosen period. In this case the student has organised the answer
in a logical way with some progression of ideas and it is clear from the first paragraph that
Willy Brandt is the undisputed choice of important personality. Although the second
paragraph gives some autobiographical details — not always relevant to the set question -
the point is made that the offices he held qualify him to be a most appropriate focus for the
answer. The third paragraph states how influential Brandt was but also makes some rather
vague and general statements about improving conditions without going into detail — er hat
West Berlin sehr geholfen. A list of reforms and achievements follows but the analysis is at a
fairly modest level, although there is an improvement in this respect in the latter part of the
answer. Clear, unambiguous examples are given in the paragraph starting “Als
Bundeskanzler ...,” which show a level of knowledge beyond the “Sufficient” but because of
the gaps mentioned above the range of evidence and level of analysis merits a placement at
the lower end of the “Good” category.

There is some variety in the use of relevant vocabulary, such as einflussreich, Ostpolitik,
sich stemmen gegen and Entspannung. Phrases such as ich bin davon lGberzeugt, dass and
meiner Meinung nach provide appropriate examples of the inclusion of pre-learned material
but they enhance the essay and the fluency of the answer does not depend on the artificial
inclusion of pre-learned phrases. The answer benefits from this.

There is a variety of structures and an attempt at more complex constructions. The essay
includes a variety of sentence length and complexity, although it could be argued there is an
over-dependence on the conjunction und.

Accuracy is maintained to a satisfactory standard throughout, but impressive correct use of
the passive and reflexive verbs in the perfect tense is tempered by errors in the use of cases
and some adjectival endings as well as the lack of infinitive after zu. However, there is no
doubt the piece is more accurate than inaccurate and errors rarely impede comprehension.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 16

Range of Vocabulary — 3
Complexity of Language — 3
Accuracy — 3

Total — 25/40
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STUDENT 4 Section B

Writing
See Insert for questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 11a.
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Student 4 (Question 12Db)

Analysieren Sie die positiven und negativen Aspekte des Lebens in dem von lhnen
gewahlten Zeitraum.

The chosen period is unclear until the end of the answer and this could be regarded as a
weakness in the answer’s structure. On the positive side, it is clear that the essay is dealing
with the post-war period from 1945 and one can detect a chronological order of events but
poor language blurs meaning too often and some parts do not communicate very well at all.
It is acknowledged that the essay does make reference to significant events and does try to
express thoughts and opinions about why certain aspects of life were positive or negative
and for whom. These are features worthy of credit. Unfortunately, the answer does not
always succeed in a meaningful or comprehensible way, again largely because of poor
language. The content is, therefore, often unclear or confusing and for these reasons the
response is deemed to be “Limited” in this category.

Much of the vocabulary is undoubtedly relevant and there are examples of good topic-
related material, such as Trimmerfrauen, Luftbriicke, Hohepunkt, Besatzungszone, Stunde-
Null. Such examples are not always used in grammatically correct sentences and it must be
remembered that the three elements of the language marks are limited by the content mark.
Most attempts at more complex structures do not succeed and in one or two cases the
whole sentence then becomes incomprehensible.

Accuracy is seriously compromised in this answer. Many verb forms are unrecognisable
and incorrect word order and adjectival endings reveal a lack of knowledge and application
of grammar. One has to conclude that there are many errors which significantly impede
communication.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content -9

Range of Vocabulary — 2
Complexity of Language — 2
Accuracy — 1

Total — 14/40
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AQY/

AN AUTHOR FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 5

Question 13a

Was finden Sie wichtiger im Werk/in den Werken des von Ihnen gewahlten
Schriftstellers: die Handlung oder die Hauptfigur(en)? Erklaren Sie warum.

Student 6

Question 13b

Welche Methoden benutzt der von Ihnen gewahlten Schriftsteller, um das Interesse des
Lesers zu wecken? Inwiefern gelingt es ihm lhrer Meinung nach?
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Student 5 (Question 13a)

Was finden Sie wichtiger im Werk/in den Werken des von lhnen gewahlten Schriftstellers:
die Handlung oder die Hauptfigur(en)? Erklaren Sie warum.

The answer is fully relevant to set question. There is a well-organised structure with a clear
progression through to the conclusion, which does not merely repeat points made in the
main body of the answer. The student has addressed the issue in the title and from the start
the reader is aware that the response considers the plot to be more important than the
character(s) and for what reasons. Some confusion is apparent at the beginning of the
second paragraph but as the answer progresses, this is soon cleared up. It could be argued
there is a significant amount of narration but, on closer reading, much of it is in support of
what has been said. The essay as a whole goes beyond narration and description: there is
personal comment and a clear attempt at analysis. It must be remembered that students do
not need to say constantly ich glaube, dass to express opinion or reaction. In this essay, ,ein
(sic) normale glickliche Familie wird zerstort, weil die (sic) Ausmalfd der Gewalt so extrem
war” and , weil er so brutal war” are just as effective in this respect. One can conclude that
the range of relevant examples offered together with the evident personal reaction, a
thorough knowledge and understanding of the task is shown.

The answer reads well with a range of vocabulary appropriate to the task and subject
matter. Examples include Opfer, Judenverfolgung, antisemitische Politik, die Familie
verandert sich and sich eine Putzfrau leisten.

Structures in the answer meet the criteria of the highest marks in the category with use of
longer sentences, deshalb, aul3erdem and jedoch with correct word order, reflexive verbs
and Wenn-Satze all attempted and mostly successful.

There are errors in the German, for example in adjectival endings, some genders and cases
and on one occasion bereit is used instead of breit. It is acknowledged that accuracy is the
weakest element of language but it is clearly more accurate than inaccurate and errors do
not impede comprehension, hence the award of 3 marks here.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 21

Range of Vocabulary — 5
Complexity of Language — 5
Accuracy — 3

Total — 34/40
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STUDENT 6

Section B
Writing

See Insert for questions.
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Student 6 (Question 13Db)

Welche Methoden benutzt der von Ihnen gewéhlten Schriftsteller, um das Interesse des
Lesers zu wecken? Inwiefern gelingt es ihm lhrer Meinung nach?

The response is fully relevant to the task. At no point does the student lose sight of the title
of the essay; it is an answer with a clear focus. Despite the asterisks, which might show
some after-thought, the answer is still easy to follow, due in no small measure to the quality
and accuracy of the language. The entire first page consists of a clearly defined introduction.
It also gives reasons why the work is so interesting and how it engages the young reader in
particular. These points are then explored and developed with an impressive level of
personal reaction and reflection. The concept of evaluation is very much in evidence. It is a
mature answer that considers quite complex themes, such as the deliberate systematic
breaking of certain sections of the community and explains how even a young reader could
empathise with the characters of the chosen work. Statements are effectively supported
throughout by constant and accurate reference to events and characters. The second part of
the question is given full treatment. Here, the student effectively measures the success of
the author’s methods in terms of how the work affected himself/herself and from the
viewpoint of a young reader. This highlights and emphasises the personal nature of the
reaction in this essay. One has to conclude that this is a very full answer to the set question.

The range of vocabulary is quite impressive with the use of topic-specific words such as
Jugendroman, Judenverfolgung, an die Macht kommen, Machtergreifung, Gauleiter,
Siundenbock. There is very little repetition of vocabulary, which shows a good range within
the student’s experience.

There is successful use of a very wide range of structures and language, including
conditional tense, wenn-Satze, the subjunctive, the comparative, correct use of reflexive
verbs and subordinate clauses. The length and complexity of sentences vary and this makes
for a more interesting and mature answer at this level.

Although there is confusion between einige and eigene and a missed umlaut on demitigen,
there is correct use of irregular verbs and the accuracy of the answer is not compromised
enough to warrant a mark below the top category.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 24

Range of Vocabulary — 5
Complexity of Language — 5
Accuracy — 5

Total — 39/40
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AQY/

A DRAMATIST OR POET FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 7

Question 14a

Finden Sie das Werk/die Werke des von Ihnen gewahlten Dramatikers/Dichters eher
optimistisch oder pessimistisch? Erklaren Sie warum.

Student 8

Question 14b

Was hat lhnen am Werk/an den Werken des von Ihnen gewahlten Dramatikers/Dichters
besonders gut gefallen? Aus welchen Grinden?
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Student 7 (Question 14a)

Finden Sie das Werk/die Werke des von lhnen gewahlten Dramatikers/Dichters eher
optimistisch oder pessimistisch? Erklaren Sie warum.

The answer is relevant to the set question. It has a logical sequence, moving easily from the
introduction to the main body of the essay and on to the conclusion, which admittedly
repeats some points made earlier rather than drawing ideas and opinions together. The
answer makes clear from the start that the play is regarded as overwhelmingly pessimistic;
the claim that some optimism can be found is not convincingly supported and this can be
considered a weak point. The main cause of the pessimistic mood is money and its
corrupting influence. The response to the question concentrates on this one aspect although
it is well illustrated by Claire’s financial might and supported by accurate reference to events
in the play. At one point there is a rather confusing reference to the “Todesstrafe” and also
when it is claimed that some characters show positive traits and the example given in
support of that argument is that of the teacher — “Zum Beispiel wird der Lehrer immer
betrunken ...”, the reader might feel a little uncertain about the point being made. However,
overall a positive impression is left and the examples presented, such as Claire’s entourage
and her history with Alfred Ill, display a sound knowledge and understanding of the task. The
answer merits a placement at the top of the “Good” category for content.

Again it should be remembered that marks for Quality of Language cannot exceed those
awarded for Content and so each category here is limited to 4 marks.is boundary. The
student uses a range of vocabulary appropriate to the topic and task. Words such as
Gleichgewicht, augenfallig, herumkommandieren, bestechen and Vaterschaftsklage are
effectively used.

The student uses a range of structures, including more complex constructions. The
subjunctive is successfully employed as are longer sentences with the use of conjunctions,
the passive voice and subordinate clauses but, again, the mark is limited to a maximum of 4
because of the Content mark.

Similarly, the accuracy is generally sound. There are some errors but they are minor and
low in number and the response merits an award of 4 marks.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 20

Range of Vocabulary — 4
Complexity of Language — 4
Accuracy — 4

Total — 32/40
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STUDENT 8 vl
Writing
See Insert for questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 11a.
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Student 8 (Question 14b)

Was hat lhnen am Werk/an den Werken des von lhnen gewahlten Dramatikers/Dichters
besonders gut gefallen? Aus welchen Grinden?

As a general commentary on what aspects of the work the student particularly enjoyed, this
response easily satisfies the criteria in the “Sufficient” content category. There is a certain
depth of knowledge of the techniques Brecht uses — musical interludes, alienation effect,
episodic structure — and they are described well. However, there is insufficient reference to
the specific work mentioned in the first few lines of the answer — der kaukasische Kreidekreis
- to support statements made. Any illustration of points is limited to two references to Simon
and Grusche, two of the many characters in the play. Inevitably, this is perceived as a
missed opportunity to produce what could have been a good or very good answer. Certainly,
there is enough in the answer to show understanding of the task but the same cannot be
said of the knowledge aspect. Direct quotation, although a powerful tool at times, is not
necessary to lend effective support to statements made, but concrete examples are needed
for more convincing illustration of points. These details are lacking in this answer.

In terms of vocabulary the student uses some variety appropriate to the task, such as
Zwischenspiele, die lllusion der Realitat and politische Gedanken. Words such as
gelegentlich also make a positive impression and are a welcome change from oft or
manchmal and lend a more mature feel to the answer.

There is an attempt at a variety of structures but not always successful. The conditional is
not used accurately and there is an over-reliance at times on the phrase und das erlaubt
mich (sic) or das erlaubt dem Publikum. However, some variety in the length and complexity
of sentences is acknowledged and the student has tried hard here.

It is, on balance, just about more accurate than inaccurate but there are some basic errors.
There is some inconsistency throughout, for example in the use of capital letters and the
student is not sure of the imperfect tense of strong verbs. The sentence ich wirde
langweilen gefuhlt (sic) conveys nothing. However, the errors do not unduly impede
communication of ideas and, therefore, this answer warrants a mark for accuracy in the
middle bracket.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 13

Range of Vocabulary — 3
Complexity of Language — 3
Accuracy — 3

Total — 22/40
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AQY/

A DIRECTOR, ARCHITECT, MUSICIAN OR PAINTER FROM A
GERMAN-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 9

Question 15a

Welche Elemente bei der Arbeit des von lhnen gewahlten
Regisseurs/Architekten/Musikers/Malers haben Sie besonders beeindruckt? Begrinden
Sie Ihre Antwort.

Student 10

Question 15b

Wie und mit welchem Erfolg hat der von Ihnen gewahlte
Regisseur/Architekt/Musiker/Maler seine Absichten klargemacht?
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STUDENT 9 Section B

Writing
See Insert for questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 11a.
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Student 9 (Question 15a)

Welche Elemente bei der Arbeit des von lhnen gewahlten
Regisseurs/Architekten/Musikers/Malers haben Sie besonders beeindruckt? Begriinden Sie
Ihre Antwort.

The response is mostly relevant to the task. In the first paragraph the reader is clear which
elements of the architect’s work impressed the student and the answer goes on to show
knowledge of the task via quite thorough references to specific buildings and projects by way
of illustration. A level of analysis is evident in comments and personal reaction although it
could be argued that it is at times rather brief and could have been developed further. For
example, the section on colours does not go on to give actual examples or in-depth
comment and, therefore, the second part of the question is not given full treatment.
Nevertheless, the answer is well-ordered with a logical structure and clear paragraphing with
specific points. The organisation of the response makes it easy to follow. Most points are
adequately expressed and there is an attempt at justification in most cases. The content is
considered to be at the lower end of the “Good” category.

There is some variety of use of vocabulary. Although topic-specific vocabulary such as
wellenférmig, gerade Linien and inspirierend are appropriate to the task, it cannot be argued
with much conviction that there is a wide range of vocabulary, although das Werk des
Teufels catches the reader’s eye.

The overall impression is that most structures are simple and straightforward and, therefore
there is not a range of complex structures. The second paragraph, for example, would
suggest the student seems to feel confident using uncomplicated and shorter sentences.
The subjunctive is correctly used on one occasion but after that some simpler language is
sometimes incorrect or inaccurate.

There is some uncertainty over use of cases and the student is not sure of adjectival endings
and some plurals. Having said that, errors do not impede communication and the accuracy
of the response is awarded 3 marks.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 16

Range of Vocabulary — 3
Complexity of Language — 3
Accuracy — 3

Total — 25/40
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STUDENT 10 on B
Writing
See Insert for questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 11a.
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Student 10 (Question 15b)

Wie und mit welchem Erfolg hat der von Ihnen gewahlte Regisseur/Architekt/Musiker/Maler
seine Absichten klargemacht?

The response is fully relevant to the task. Although the asterisk in the first paragraph refers
the reader to a later section, the overall impression is that of a well-planned and organised
essay with an ordered sequence. By the end of the answers, it is clear that the student has
fully addressed the set question and has not included irrelevant material. The set question
remains the focus. The answer itemises the director’s intentions, including any political
statements and historical accuracy, but adds that there needed to be an element of
entertainment even in a basically serious film. lllustration at each stage of the answer and
examples from the film strongly support points made and show very thorough knowledge of
the set task. Although the question consists of only one sentence, the student has
recognised that “mit welchem Erfolg” is a second part that needs treatment. Evaluation of the
success of methods used is carefully considered, sometimes implicit but easily identified in
statements such as die Affare ist riihrend and personal opinion is transmitted clearly
throughout the essay. A succinct conclusion rounds off a response that clearly merits
placement in the “Very Good” category for content.

Relevant vocabulary is used throughout and there is a very wide range, including many
appropriate words in the context of the question, such as Wendepunkt, Darstellung,
unterhalten, sich verandern, Berufsverbot. Any apparent pre-learned set phrases such as ich
bin der Ansicht, dass are used naturally and are not artificially included.

There is a very wide and impressive range of structures and complexity of language. The
passive voice, reflexive verbs, a range of tenses, conjunctions, modal verbs and subordinate
clauses are used generally very accurately and appropriately and the use of longer
sentences using weil, deswegen, damit lends maturity of style to the answer

There are only occasional errors and a high level of accuracy is maintained throughout. The
answer is clearly deserving of the top band in this category.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 23

Range of Vocabulary — 5
Complexity of Language — 5
Accuracy — 5

Total — 38/40
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Assessment Criteria

CONTENT
Marks | Criteria
21-25 | Very Good

« Thorough understanding and knowledge of the task

« Wide range of relevant examples and evidence

« Clear evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal reaction
« Well-organised structure with clear progression

16-20

Good

« Sound understanding and knowledge of the task

« Good range of relevant examples and evidence

« Some evidence of evaluation and personal reaction but not always convincingly

justified
« Logical structure with some progression

11-15

Sufficient

« Some understanding and knowledge of the task

« Some relevant examples and evidence

« Some evaluation and personal reaction evident but often not justified; over-
reliance on received ideas

« Structure is satisfactory though there may be some deficiencies

Limited

« Limited understanding and knowledge of the task

« Limited use of relevant examples and evidence

« Limited evaluation and personal reaction; mainly descriptive or factual
« Structure limited — often unclear or confusing

0-5

Poor

« Little understanding and knowledge of the task
« Lack of relevant evidence. Few examples

« Little or no evaluation and/or personal reaction
« Structure mainly unfocused and/or disorganised

QUALITY OF LANGUAGE

Range of Vocabulary

Marks | Criteria
5 Very wide range of vocabulary used
4 A wide range of vocabulary used
3 Some variety in the use of vocabulary
2 Little variety in the use of vocabulary
0-1 Vocabulary simple and very limited

Complexity of Language

Marks | Criteria
5 Very wide range of complex structures
4 A wide range of structures, including complex constructions
3 A variety of structures used with some attempts at complex constructions
2 Structures mainly simple, with little variety
0-1 Structures very simple and limited in scope
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Accuracy

Marks | Criteria

5 Highly accurate with only occasional errors

4 Generally accurate with few errors

3 More accurate than inaccurate. Errors rarely impede communication
2 Some errors but these generally do not impede communication

0-1 Many errors which significantly impede communication

It should be noted that the marks awarded for each of Range of Vocabulary, Complexity of
Language and Accuracy cannot be in a higher band than the band awarded for Content.
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Marking Guidance

1.

The range of topics and areas for study is inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed
according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main
themes of a work, this will be the candidate’s view of what the main themes are, provided
he/she justifies his/her choice. If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be
ignored, but fact should not be confused with interpretation.

The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task. ‘The task’ is to answer
the specific question set. ‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses
the question, e.g. range, depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question.
‘Knowledge of the task’ is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set. Itis
not so much the actual knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is
being assessed. Hence the Content mark is determined by how well the candidate has
answered the specific question set. If a candidate has answered only one part of a two-part
question, it is not possible to award a mark in the ‘Good’ band for Content.

When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding
whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band. If not, move down to the second band
and so on. If anessay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given
maximum marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question, it will be fully
relevant, and it will contain a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.

If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are
the best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the
criteria for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark
should be adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above
or the band below. If an essay appears to be on the boundary between two bands and it is
difficult to decide between the two, place the essay at the bottom of the higher band rather than
the top of the lower band as this will allow access to the higher marks for Quality of Language.

The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according
to the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a
region, the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for
the candidate’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly
required. Candidates do not constantly have to say “l think that...” to be giving personal
reaction. For example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions.

Evidence can take different forms. The candidate must show knowledge of the topic, but in the
case of aliterary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations;
precise reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may
explain or justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the candidate must be explicit.

Remember that in awarding the Quality of Language marks, these may not come from a higher
band than the Content mark. Thus if the Content is judged “Sufficient” (11-15) then the
maximum mark for each of the three Quality of Language marks is 3. However, it should be
noted that this is the maximum mark available; the mark will be lower if the essay does not
meet the criteria for 3 marks.

There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty
for writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising. Candidates can have access to
the top mark bands by writing the minimum number of words, however, not all candidates will
be able to meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-
structured and w ell-planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of
structures will be eligible for the highest marks. It is the quality of the response and not the
number of words which is important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is
marked.
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Section B: Notes

11a) This question calls for an analysis of the importance of the geographical situation of the region
studied. Simple description of the area and its position and features would not score in the top two bands
for Content. However, attempts to connect these features to aspects of the economy, tourism, transport,
demography etc should be given appropriate credit when awarding marks in this category.

11b) Students might give reasons why they would or would not like to live in the region studied or they
might present both sides of the argument; this is perfectly acceptable. Whichever decision they come to
is not important. The question is seeking reference to specific aspects of the chosen region —
geographical, cultural, social, economic, for example — in support of statements made.

12a) Students are free to choose more than one personality if they so wish. It does not necessarily follow
that an answer concentrating on just one person will be any better supported than an answer dealing
with more figures of the period. The concept of evaluation is closely linked with personal opinion and
justification of their choice. It is also possible that some students might choose a non-German figure,
such as Gorbachey; this is acceptable in the context of the question set if the answer refers closely to his
influence on events “im deutschsprachigen Raum” at the time.

12b) The key word in this question is “Analysieren”. Whilst some description of life at the time would
show some knowledge of the task, understanding would be displayed by analysis of the reasons why
chosen aspects were positive or negative and for whom. Students who concentrate on the one aspect
(positive or negative) should not be disadvantaged in the Content award; the important aspect of the
question is the level and depth of analysis.

13a) In the context of the set question students have the opportunity to consider either the plot or the
main characters or both. Straightforward descriptive answers would not be considered for the higher
bands for Content. The second part of the question is clearly asking students to explain and justify their
view and this must be treated adequately for the answer to be placed in the top bands.

13b) Students can legitimately refer to a wide variety of factors in response to the task — character, plot,
imagery, humour, tension etc. The second part of the question cannot be i gnored as it requires a
personal opinion as part of the evaluative element. Answers which conclude that the author does not
succeed in arousing reader interest are valid, of course, providing the opinion is well supported.

14a) The question is seeking alevel of evaluation in the form of personal opinion supported by
convincing justification. Students are clearly asked here to explain their view and close reference to the
work studied would be expected here. Some students might find there are both optimistic and
pessimistic elements to the work and this would be a per fectly acceptable approach, again providing
there is strong support for points made.

14b) Students can choose any aspect of the work studied — themes, imagery, pace, plot, character etc —
but are explicitly asked to explain what they particularly enjoyed. Therefore, one would expect close
reference to the work in the form of concrete examples to support statements made. The level and depth
of this support would form the basis for a judgement about knowledge and understanding of the task.

15a) Students are free to choose any element of the work studied but are asked to explain why they
were impressed by it. One would expect close reference to the work in the form of concrete examples to
support statements made. Elements selected will depend on the medium studied but to be placed in the
top bands one w ould expect to see reference to film director, musicality, instruments, rhythm,
orchestration for the musician etc. The level and depth of this support would form the basis of a
judgement about knowledge and understanding of the task.

15b) Although the question consists of one full sentence, there are two parts to be addressed. Students
should convey how the aims/intentions/goals are made clear (what methods are used) and the second
part calls for an evaluation of success of those methods. Answers must consider both parts of the
question to be placed in the top two bands for Content.
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