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A GERMAN-SPEAKING REGION/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 1 
 
Question 11a 
 
 
Bewerten Sie die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung in den letzten Jahren in der von Ihnen gewählten 
Region. Was bringt Ihrer Meinung nach die Zukunft? 
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Student 1 (Question 11a) 
 
Commentary 
 
The response makes an immediate impact insofar as it addresses the set question from the very 
first sentence and the reader knows from the start what the essay is about. The answer not only 
describes in great detail the economic development of the chosen region but evaluates the effects 
of it. The candidate considers the reasons for growth, analyses the State’s role and describes the 
impact of EU expansion as well as social and demographic factors. Negative aspects such as 
Schwarzarbeit are also included, making this a full and rounded response. Points made are 
supported by facts and figures or mention of specific companies and sources of employment. The 
second part of the question is well treated as the candidate suggests how the future might be in 
terms of economic development and this evaluation is bound up with the concept of personal 
reaction. 
 
In terms of content this is a complete answer at this level, showing exceptional knowledge and 
understanding of the task, leading to the award of maximum marks. Similarly, the written style is 
mature with a wide range of vocabulary and structures in highly accurate German. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 25/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 5/5 
Complexity of Language - 5/5 
Accuracy - 5/5 
 
Total - 40/40 
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A PERIOD OF 20TH

 

 CENTURY HISTORY FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING 
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 

 
Student 2 
 
Question 12a 
 
 
Was waren die wichtigsten Ereignisse in dem von Ihnen gewählten Zeitraum? Welche Folgen 
hatten diese Ereignisse für Land und Leute? 
 
 
Student 3 
 
Question 12b 
 
 
Aus welchen Gründen hätten Sie in dem von Ihnen gewählten Zeitraum gern / nicht gern 
gelebt? 
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Student 2 (Question 12a) 
 
Commentary 
 
Because of the choice of a very wide period of history, the answer does not treat the content in 
sufficient depth to warrant a mark the top two bands. However, references to the building of the 
wall, the blockade and air-lift, the significance of visits by world leaders and the eventual 
reunification do reveal knowledge of events which are relevant to the set question. On the other 
hand, the level of analysis is rather superficial and as the events are not described in chronological 
order it could be argued the structure is just about satisfactory. The marks awarded for the range of 
vocabulary, complexity of language and accuracy reflect the “sufficient” band awarded for content. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 15/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 3/5 
Complexity - 3/5 
Accuracy - 3/5 
 
Total - 24/40 
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Student 3 (Question 12b) 
 
Commentary 
 
The candidate has selected an acceptable and appropriate period of 1961-89, allowing a greater 
depth of analysis than had a very broad period been chosen. Knowledge and detail of the period 
are shown through accurate references to organisations, personalities and events of the time. 
Each reference serves as the basis of the response to why the candidate would or would not have 
liked to have lived at the stipulated time and, consequently, the personal reaction is highly 
impressive. It is acknowledged that there were both positive and negative aspects to consider and 
this answer carefully weighs both sides before coming to a wholly justified conclusion. Support for 
statements made is very strong and the presentation of arguments is well-structured and easy to 
follow. Despite the occasional lapse in accuracy, this response fully merits the award of full marks 
in each of the categories relating to vocabulary, language and accuracy. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 25/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 5/5 
Complexity of Language - 5/5 
Accuracy - 5/5 
 
Total - 40/40 
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AN AUTHOR FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 4 
 
Question 13a 
 
Analysieren Sie die Rolle entweder der männlichen oder der weiblichen Hauptfigur(en) im 
Werk / in den Werken des von Ihnen gewählten Schriftstellers. 
 
 
 
Student 5 
 
Question 13a 
 
Analysieren Sie die Rolle entweder der männlichen oder der weiblichen Hauptfigur(en) im 
Werk / in den Werken des von Ihnen gewählten Schriftstellers. 
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Student 4 (Question 13a) 
 
Commentary 
 
Unless fully relevant to the set question, there is no need to introduce details of the author or 
publication dates as they add nothing to the answer. This essay clearly shows sufficient knowledge 
and understanding of the task and gives examples to support statements made, although some 
points are not fully developed and exploited. The main problem here seems to be that the accuracy 
of the language is such that it impedes immediate comprehension and, therefore, not all messages 
are understood or communicated effectively. The candidate does use some variety of vocabulary 
and employs a variety of structures and the marks awarded represent the middle of the mark band. 
Unfortunately, the accuracy does not quite warrant the same mark. Nevertheless, the essay 
achieves just over half the total marks available. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 13/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 3/5 
Complexity of Language - 3/5 
Accuracy - 2/5 
 
Total - 21/40 
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Student 5 (Question 13a) 
 
Commentary 
 
This essay clearly demonstrates an awareness of the role played by the main female figure in the 
nominated work. The response actually makes a conscious attempt to analyse that role, how the 
author uses the character and what she represents. It does not merely describe her, who she is 
and what she does; it goes beyond narration and description. For these reasons the content mark 
is in the top band available and to achieve the highest mark within that band there needs to be 
more concrete examples from the work. Nevertheless, the level of personal reaction and evaluation 
is quite impressive. A wide range of vocabulary is used and there are numerous attempts at 
complex constructions. The answer is evidently more accurate than inaccurate and errors do not 
impede comprehension. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 21/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 4/5 
Complexity of Language - 4/5 
Accuracy - 3/5 
 
Total - 32/40 
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A DRAMATIST OR POET FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING 
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 6 
 
Question 14a 
 
 
Was ist für Sie das wichtigste Thema im Werk / in den Werken des von Ihnen gewählten 
Dramatikers / Dichters? Begründen Sie Ihre Antwort. 
 
 
Student 7 
 
Question 14b 
 
 
Wie versucht der von Ihnen gewählte Dramatiker / Dichter das Interesse des Publikums / 
Lesers zu erwecken? Ist es ihm Ihrer Meinung nach gelungen? 
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Student 6 (Question 14a) 
 
Commentary 
 
The response is certainly relevant to the set question and states at the beginning that the power of 
money is the most important theme of the work. There are enough examples to show good 
understanding and knowledge of the task to earn a mark in the second band and the response 
could have climbed into the top band had there been more than fleeting or brief references to the 
themes of justice and human weakness. There is a need for more development in parts; it is not 
quite detailed enough to enter the highest mark band. Comments made show some evidence of 
personal reaction and the structure does have a logical progression. It is easy to follow in terms of 
both language and structure. There is a range of appropriate vocabulary, a clear attempt at a range 
of structures and the essay is generally accurate with few errors at this level. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 20/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 4/5 
Complexity of Language - 4/5 
Accuracy - 4/5 
 
Total - 32/40 
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Student 7 (Question 14b) 
 
Commentary 
 
The reader is clear from the outset what the essay is about. This is a well-structured response with 
clear and logical progression. Personal reaction and evaluation are evident throughout, showing a 
thoughtful and mature approach. Relevant examples from the work illustrate points made and 
although direct quotation form works is not a prerequisite to score the highest marks, it would have 
definitely served to strengthen the answer in this case when talking about die Sprache as an 
instrument to gain audience interest. Having said that, the essay addresses the set question at all 
times and shows very good understanding of the task. Despite the occasional error it is a highly 
accurate piece of writing and the response fully deserves to be placed in the top band of each 
category. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 22/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 5/5  
Complexity of Language - 5/5 
Accuracy - 5/5 
 
Total - 37/40 
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A DIRECTOR, ARCHITECT, MUSICIAN OR PAINTER FROM A 
GERMAN-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 8 
 
Question 15a 
 
 
War Ihre persönliche Reaktion auf das Werk / die Werke des von Ihnen gewählten Regisseurs / 
Architekten / Musikers / Malers eher positiv oder negativ? Begründen Sie Ihre Meinung. 
 
 
Student 9 
 
Question 15b 
 
 
Welche Aspekte der Arbeit des von Ihnen gewählten Regisseurs / Architekten / Musikers / 
Malers finden Sie besonders interessant? Erklären Sie warum. 
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Student 8 (Question 15a) 
 
Commentary 
 
The introduction tells us a little about the chosen architect but is not directly relevant to the set 
question. However, in the second paragraph we are told that the candidate’s reaction to the work 
was not a positive one and the rest of the essay is a good attempt to justify that view. A range of 
features are illustrated and commented upon, but only one concrete example is mentioned - die 
grüne Zitadelle. It could be argued that the personal reaction evident in the response is perhaps 
too often based on whether or not the results of the architect’s work are praktisch or not. For these 
two reasons the mark awarded is at the bottom end of the second band but it is recognised that 
there is an overall sound understanding and knowledge of the task. A wide range of appropriate 
vocabulary is used and although the range of structures does not appear to be adventurous, there 
is some variety and the language is generally accurate with few errors. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 16/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 4/5 
Complexity of Language - 3/5 
Accuracy - 4/5 
 
Total - 27/40 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher Resource Bank / A Level German / Exemplar Material Unit 3 Writing / Version 1.0

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 52



B11C: -
B11RV: -
B11CL: -

B11A: -
B12C: -
B12RV: -

B12CL: -
B12A: -
B13C: -

B13RV: -
B13CL: -
B13A: -

B14C: -
B14RV: -
B14CL: -

B14A: -
B99C: -
B99RV: -

B99CL: -
B99A: -

Tick

Tick

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher Resource Bank / A Level German / Exemplar Material Unit 3 Writing / Version 1.0

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 53

cramsbottom
Text Box



Tick

Tick

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher Resource Bank / A Level German / Exemplar Material Unit 3 Writing / Version 1.0

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 54



Tick

Tick

Tick

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher Resource Bank / A Level German / Exemplar Material Unit 3 Writing / Version 1.0

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 55



Student 9 (Question 15b) 
 
Commentary 
 
The first paragraph talks about the Hauptziele of the chosen Regisseur but this is not asked for in 
the set question and would appear to be based on previous questions. The answer, which really 
starts in the second paragraph, is rather narrative and the response becomes descriptive rather 
than evaluative and personal reaction is confined to few sentences. Some vocabulary is not known 
and the candidate is unable to express thoughts and opinions or recount events of the nominated 
film in a satisfactory or meaningful way. Some errors cause confusion for the reader, for example 
putzen for “to put”, and some use of English inevitably means the message is not effectively 
communicated. For these reasons the response is deemed to be limited in each of the areas 
Content, Vocabulary, Language and Accuracy. 
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 9/25 
Range of Vocabulary - 2/5 
Complexity of Language - 2/5 
Accuracy - 2/5 
 
Total - 15/40 
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Marking Guidance  
 
1. The range of topics and areas for study is inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed 

according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main 
themes of a work, this will be the candidate’s view of what the main themes are, provided 
he/she justifies his/her choice.  If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be 
ignored, but fact should not be confused with interpretation. 
 

2. The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task.  ‘The task’ is to answer 
the specific question set.  ‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses 
the question, e.g. range, depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question. 
‘Knowledge of the task’ is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set.  It is 
not so much the actual knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is 
being assessed. Hence the Content mark is determined by how well the candidate has 
answered the specific question set. If a candidate has answered only one part of a two-part 
question, it is not possible to award a mark in the ‘Good’ band for Content. 

 
3. When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding 

whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band.  If not, move down to the second band 
and so on.  If an essay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given 
maximum marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question, it will be fully 
relevant, and it will contain a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.  
 

4. If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are 
the best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the 
criteria for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark 
should be adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above 
or the band below. If an essay appears to be on the boundary between two bands and it is 
difficult to decide between the two, place the essay at the bottom of the higher band rather than 
the top of the lower band as this will allow access to the higher marks for Quality of Language. 
 

5. The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according 
to the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a 
region, the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for 
the candidate’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly 
required. Candidates do not constantly have to say “I think that...” to be giving personal 
reaction. For example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions. 
 

6. Evidence can take different forms. The candidate must show knowledge of the topic, but in the 
case of a literary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations; 
precise reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may 
explain or justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the candidate must be explicit. 
 

7. Remember that in awarding the Quality of Language marks, these may not come from a higher 
band than the Content mark. Thus if the Content is judged “Sufficient” (11–15) then the 
maximum mark for each of the three Quality of Language marks is 3. However, it should be 
noted that this is the maximum mark available; the mark will be lower if the essay does not 
meet the criteria for 3 marks. 

 
8. There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty 

for writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising.  Candidates can have access to 
the top mark bands by writing the minimum number of words, however, not all candidates will 
be able to meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-
structured and well-planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of 
structures will be eligible for the highest marks.  It is the quality of the response and not the 
number of words which is important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is 
marked. 
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