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AQY/

A GERMAN-SPEAKING REGION/COMMUNITY

Candidate 1

Question 11b

Welche Aspekte der von Ihnen gewahlten Region sind lhrer Meinung nach attraktiv?
Warum?

Candidate 2

Question 11b

Welche Aspekte der von Ihnen gewahlten Region sind lhrer Meinung nach attraktiv?
Warum?
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Candidate 1 (Question 11b)
Commentary

The essay is structured into paragraphs and has an introduction of sorts and a sketchy
conclusion. The word count exceeds the required minimum of 250 words.

The “sympathetic” reader occasionally has difficulties understanding the sense of the points
being made by the candidate but overall communication is not generally impeded. The essay
attempts to deal with two attractive aspects of Bavaria — the economy and tourism and does
make the point that Bavaria is attractive for visitors and inhabitants. The candidate lists some of
the important towns, industries and interesting places and customs and points out that there is
something for everyone in Bavaria.

For an essay being produced for an A2 examination the candidate displays limited
understanding and knowledge of the task. There is little detail and little evaluation. The
examples provided are merely in list form and lack any depth. The piece is mainly descriptive.

The essay falls squarely into Band 4 and as such is worthy of 9 marks for Content. This restricts
the other marks to a maximum of 2 for each category. The candidate does however fit neatly
into these bands — little variety in use of vocabulary, structures mainly simple and some errors
but these generally do not impede communication.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 9/25

Range of Vocabulary — 2/5
Complexity of Language — 2/5
Accuracy — 2/5

Total — 15/40
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Candidate 2 (Question 11b)
Commentary

This essay is logical in structure and set out well in paragraph form, with an introduction and a
conclusion. The essay easily exceeds the minimum 250 words required by the specification.

The essay makes a series of valid points and often backs them up with examples and/or
explanations. The candidate has clearly acquired a sound grasp of the attractions of Baden-
Wirttemberg and is particularly strong on the aspects of interest to the tourist. Good mention is
made of cultural attractions and some reference made to the industrial strengths of the region.
Overall, the candidate provides a good range of relevant examples and displays some evidence
of evaluation and personal reaction.

The candidate uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the task and does attempt to use
complex constructions. The essay is more accurate than inaccurate.

The essay therefore sits well in Band 2 of the mark scheme and is awarded the top mark for
Content of 20. In order to move up into the top band, the candidate could have provided more
detailed evidence, particularly in relation the economic strengths of the region.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 20/25

Range of Vocabulary — 4/5
Complexity of Language — 3/5
Accuracy — 3/5

Total — 30/40
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AQY/

A PERIOD OF 20™ CENTURY HISTORY FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 3

Question 12a

Welche Personlichkeit(en) hat/haben den von Ihnen gewéhlten geschichtlichen
Zeitraum stark beeinflusst? Bewerten Sie ihren Beitrag.

Candidate 4

Question 12a

Welche Personlichkeit(en) hat/haben den von lhnen gewahlten geschichtlichen
Zeitraum stark beeinflusst? Bewerten Sie ihren Beitrag.

14



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE German / Exemplar Material Unit 3 Writing / Version 1.0

CANDIDATE 3 ® Depoi
box
Section B
Writing

See Insert for questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 11a.
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Candidate 3 (Question 12a)
Commentary

The essay shows a good knowledge of the historical background surrounding the establishment
of the DDR and its relationship with the Soviet Union and the communist regime. The essay
provides background to the life and thoughts of Gorbatschow. Consideration is given to the
policies of Perestroika and Glasnost and the consequent increase of freedom in Eastern Europe
and Eastern Germany. More specific detail might have been provided of Gorbatschow's
influence on the events leading up to the fall of the Berlin Wall. The candidate also mentions
the influence exerted on the period by Honecker and Ronald Reagan. Again, more detail could
have been given, particularly with regard to Erich Honecker.

The essay is placed in the lower reaches of Band 2 for content. The candidate has shown a
sound understanding of the task and provided a good range of examples, although there could
have been more evidence, which would have pushed the mark higher up the Band. The essay
is more accurate than inaccurate. There is some variety in the use of vocabulary and a variety
of structures used. The essay thus receives 3 for each of the categories covering quality of
language

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 17/25

Range of Vocabulary — 3/5
Complexity of Language — 3/5
Accuracy — 3/5

Total — 26/40
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Candidate 4 (Question 12a)
Commentary

This essay addresses the question early and states clearly who has exerted most influence in
the chosen period of history — the Fall of the Berlin Wall and the re-unification of Germany. The
essay provides some detail as to the role of Michail Gorbatschow in the process and
acknowledges the significance of Helmut Kohl. Some information is provided about the broader
implications of Gorbatschow’s actions — the fall of communism in Eastern Europe and the end of
the Cold War.

The essay also highlights the negative consequences of re-unification for the East German
economy and population. The essay is logical in structure and is rounded off well with a return
to the task in hand. More detail and specific examples of what Gorbatschow actually did at the
time would have been rewarded by a higher mark. The content is placed in Band 2 but at the
bottom of the band. This means that the piece contains some qualities which might straddle the
second and third band descriptors.

Overall, the essay shows sound understanding of the task and is logical in structure. There is
some evidence of evaluation and personal reaction. There are some relevant examples and
evidence. The language shows some variety and there is some attempt at complex
constructions. The piece is more accurate than inaccurate and errors rarely impede
communication. Therefore all quality of language marks are 3.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 16/25

Range of Vocabulary — 3/5
Complexity of Language — 3/5
Accuracy — 3/5

Total — 25/40
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AQY/

AN AUTHOR FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 5

Question 13a

Inwieweit finden Sie die Darstellung des Hauptthemas/der Hauptthemen in dem von
Ihnen gewahlten Werk/in den von Ihnen gewahlten Werken tberzeugend?

Candidate 6

Question 13a

Inwieweit finden Sie die Darstellung des Hauptthemas/der Hauptthemen in dem von
Ihnen gewahlten Werk/in den von Ihnen gewahlten Werken Giberzeugend?
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Candidate 5 (Question 13a)
Commentary

The essay is thorough and logical and contains an excellent introductory paragraph, which sets
out the main themes of the text: Damals war es Friedrich.

The candidate demonstrates excellent knowledge of the text and task and illustrates the many
relevant points with relevant examples from the piece. The candidate also backs up the points
often with good quotes. This is not a requirement of the specification but serves to strengthen
the arguments being put forward. The candidate also offers many personal opinions. The
candidate moves methodically through the three main themes of the text and provides detailed
evidence at all times. The conclusion is convincing and thought-provoking. This is a first class
essay at this level.

There is no hesitation in placing this essay at the top of Band 1 and in awarding full marks for
content. The language is highly accurate with only occasional errors. There are a wide range of
complex structures used appropriately and a very wide range of relevant vocabulary. Therefore,
the essay receives three 5s for Quality of Language and thus full marks overall.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 25/25

Range of Vocabulary — 5/5
Complexity of Language — 5/5
Accuracy — 5/5

Total — 40/40
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Candidate 6 (Question 13a)
Commentary

The essay is well-constructed and sets out one of the the main themes of the text Jugend ohne
Gott at the outset. The candidate demonstrates through knowledge of the task throughout and
uses appropriate and impressive exemplification to elaborate points made. The conclusion
addresses the question and provides a convincing answer.

The essay is placed in Band 1, at the bottom of the Band. There could have been more relevant
examples and themes elaborated. Nevertheless, this is an impressive essay and deserves its
place in the top band for content.

There is a very wide range of vocabulary used and a wide range of structures. The piece is

generally accurate with few errors. The candidate is thus awarded 5 marks for Range of
Vocabulary and 4 for Complexity of Language and Accuracy.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 21/25

Range of Vocabulary — 5/5
Complexity of Language — 4/5
Accuracy — 4/5

Total — 34/40
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AQY/

A DRAMATIST OR POET FROM A GERMAN-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 7

Question 14a

Inwiefern spielt die Hauptfigur/spielen die Hauptfiguren eine bedeutende Rolle im
Werk/in den Werken des von Ihnen gewahlten Dramatikers / Dichters?

Candidate 8

Question 14b

Inwieweit gelingt es dem von lhnen gewdahlten Dramatiker / Dichter, seine Ziele zu
erreichen?
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Candidate 7 (Question 14a)
Commentary

The candidate has clearly studied the play and has a sound understanding of the task. The
candidate attempts to address the question and provides a logical structure by considering the
two main characters in turn and by providing some relevant examples from the play to support
the points made.

Language is sometimes an issue and the candidate expresses the points in a rather simple way
because of these difficulties. Generally, these difficulties do not impede comprehension,
although occasionally this is an issue.

The piece is awarded 16 marks for content — a mark at the bottom of Band 2. This means that
the essay contains characteristics of this band and the one below but is judged to be worthy
(just) of the better band. Certainly, there could have been more detail provided in the examples
used and more personal reaction. Moreover, the structure is satisfactory — the final paragraph,
for example, is not well developed and does not provide a conclusion to the essay.

There is some variety in the use of vocabulary although structures are mainly simple. As stated
above, there are many errors but these do not generally impede communication.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 16/25

Range of Vocabulary — 3/5
Complexity of Language — 2/5
Accuracy — 2/5

Total — 23/40
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Candidate 8 (Question 14b)
Commentary

This is a good, well-constructed essay, which demonstrates a sound knowledge of the task set
by the question. The essay is logical and contains a good range of relevant examples to back
up the maturely argued points.

The candidate does make reference to the play but concentrates more on the points being
made by Dirrenmatt in his commentary on the capitalist society of the 1950’s. In order to
access the top band for content, the candidate could have provided more detailed
exemplification from the play and analysed the characters of Claire and Il in greater detail. In
places the piece reads like a critique of the play, which could have been gained without
thorough knowledge of the text itself. Nevertheless, the essay is in places impressive and does
contain evidence of personal reaction.

The candidate uses a wide range of vocabulary and structure, including complex constructions.
The essay is certainly more accurate than inaccurate, although there are some errors which
prevent a higher accuracy mark than 3 being awarded.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 17/25

Range of Vocabulary — 4/5

Complexity of Language — 4/5

Accuracy — 3/5

Total — 28/40
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AQY/

A DIRECTOR, ARCHITECT, MUSICIAN OR PAINTER FROM A
GERMAN-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 9

Question 15a

Bewerten Sie die Arbeit des von lhnen gewaéhlten Regisseurs bzw. Architekten /
Musikers / Malers. Inwieweit finden sie diese Arbeit effektiv?

Candidate 10

Question 15a

Bewerten Sie die Arbeit des von lhnen gewahlten Regisseurs bzw. Architekten /
Musikers / Malers. Inwieweit finden sie diese Arbeit effektiv?
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Candidate 9 (Question 15a)
Commentary

This is an impressive essay, which contains great detail about the life and work of
Hundertwasser. The candidate clearly demonstrates a thorough knowledge of the task set and
addresses it in a well-organised and logically structured manner. There is clear evidence of
evaluation and certainly a wide range of relevant examples and evidence provided. The essay
contains an introduction and a good conclusion. Therefore the piece sits comfortably in Band 1
and is awarded 23 marks for content.

The essay contains excellent and appropriate vocabulary and incorporates a wide range of
structures. There are some linguistic errors but the piece is generally accurate. Thus the essay
receives 5 + 4 + 4 for Quality of Language.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content — 23/25

Range of Vocabulary — 5/5
Complexity of Language — 4/5
Accuracy — 4/5

Total — 36/40
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Candidate 10 (Question 15a)
Commentary

This essay displays a thorough understanding and appreciation of the chosen film and the
issues considered. The candidate has clearly acquired detailed knowledge of the plot, the
characters and the social issues surrounding life in East Germany under the grip of the Stasi.
There is clear evidence of evaluation and the piece is generally well-organised. The essay is
placed in Band 1, at the bottom of the mark range. The candidate might possibly have provided
even more detail of some of the characters and relevant points. Thus, the piece does have
some characteristics which might have placed it at the top of Band 2. On balance, however, the
essay deserves to sit in the uppermost band.

The candidate uses a wide variety of vocabulary and receives 4 marks for this category. The
candidate undoubtedly uses complex constructions but does miss many commas and
consequently receives 3 marks for complexity of language. Leaving this grammatical problem
aside, the essay is highly accurate and contains only occasional errors. The piece is awarded 5
marks for accuracy — the lack of commas would not be penalised twice.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 21/25

Range of Vocabulary — 4/5

Complexity of Language — 3/5

Accuracy — 5/5

Total — 33/40
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Marking Guidance

SECTION B: WRITING

The range of topics and areas for study are inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed
according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main
themes of a work, this will be the candidate’s view of what the main themes are, provided
he/she justifies his/her choice. If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be
ignored, but fact should not be confused with interpretation.

The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task. ‘The task’ is to answer
the specific question set.

‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses the question, e.g. range,
depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question. ‘Knowledge of the task’
is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set. It is not so much the actual
knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is being assessed. Hence the
Content mark is determined by how well the candidate has answered the specific question set.

When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding
whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band. If not, move down to the second band
and so on. If an essay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given
maximum marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question, it will be fully
relevant, and it will contain a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.

If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are
the best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the
criteria for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark
should be adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above
or the band below. If an essay appears to be on the boundary between two bands and it is
difficult to decide between the two, place the essay at the bottom of the higher band rather than
the top of the lower band as this will allow access to the higher marks for Quality of Language.

The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according
to the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a
region, the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for
the candidate’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly
required. Candidates do not constantly have to say “l think that...” to be giving personal
reaction. For example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions.

Evidence can take different forms. The candidate must show knowledge of the topic, but in the
case of a literary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations;
precise reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may
explain or justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the candidate must be explicit.

Remember that in awarding the Quality of Language marks, these may not come from a higher
band than the Content mark. Thus if the Content is judged “Sufficient” (11-15) then the
maximum mark for each of the three Quality of Language marks is 3. However, it should be
noted that this is the maximum mark available; the mark will be lower if the essay does not
meet the criteria for 3 marks.

There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty
for writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising. Candidates can have access to
the top mark bands by writing the minimum number of words, however, not all candidates will
be able to meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-
structured and well-planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of
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structures will be eligible for the highest marks. It is the quality of the response and not the
number of words which is important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is
marked.

(Annotation of Scripts)

The following conventions will be used by examiners marking scripts when assessing Content:

v Point made
Irr/NR Irrelevant material
rep Repeated point
? Lack of clarity
CONTENT

Marks Criteria

21-25 Very Good

e Thorough understanding and knowledge of the task

¢ Wide range of relevant examples and evidence

o Clear evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal reaction
e Well-organised structure with clear progression

16-20 Good

¢ Sound understanding and knowledge of the task

¢ Good range of relevant examples and evidence

¢ Some evidence of evaluation and personal reaction but not always convincingly
justified

e Logical structure with some progression

11-15 Sufficient

¢ Some understanding and knowledge of the task

e Some relevant examples and evidence

e Some evaluation and personal reaction evident but often not justified; over-reliance
on received ideas

e Structure is satisfactory though there may be some deficiencies

6-10 Limited

e Limited understanding and knowledge of the task

e Limited use of relevant examples and evidence

e Limited evaluation and personal reaction; mainly descriptive or factual
e Structure limited; often unclear or confusing

0-5 Poor

e Little understanding and knowledge of the task
e Lack of relevant evidence. Few examples

e Little or no evaluation and/or personal reaction
e Structure mainly unfocused and/or disorganized
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QUALITY OF LANGUAGE

Range of Vocabulary

Marks | Criteria

5 Very wide range of vocabulary used
4 A wide range of vocabulary used

3 Some variety in the use of vocabulary
2 Little variety in the use of vocabulary

0-1 Vocabulary simple and very limited

Complexity of Language

Marks | Criteria

5 Very wide range of complex structures

4 A wide range of structures including complex constructions

3 A variety of structures used with some attempts at complex constructions
2 Structures mainly simple, with little variety

0-1 Structures very simple and limited in scope

Accuracy

Marks | Criteria

5 Highly accurate with only occasional errors

4 Generally accurate with few errors

3 More accurate than inaccurate. Errors rarely impede communication
2 Some errors but these generally do not impede communication

0-1 Many errors which significantly impede communication

It should be noted that the marks awarded for each of Range of Vocabulary, Complexity of
Language and Accuracy cannot be in a higher band than the band awarded for Content.
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