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Question 10 
 

Entspannung 

Zeitverschwendung 

Gewalt 

Information 

Manipulation 

Abwechslung 

Fantasielosigkeit 
 

Viele Erwachsene beklagen sich, dass Kinder zu lange vor der Glotze hängen. Wie 
reagieren Sie darauf? Bringt das Fernsehen mehr Vorteile als Nachteile? 
 
Content 
 
The response is releva nt to the task and deals with appropriate aspects of the top ic of television.  
However there is little depth of treat ment and litt le attempt a t justification; the student makes a lo t 
of separate points in  quick su ccession rather th an focusing on a few key issues a nd developing 
them. The structure of  the response is reaso nable, with occasiona l use of adverbs such as  
andererseits to indicate the direction of the argu ment. However in several paragrap hs the student 
mixes the advantages and disadvantages of TV in a way that could conf use the reader. In terms of 
clarity, the student co mmunicates simple ide as su ccessfully, but in  a number of pla ces the 
meaning is unclear because of ling uistic error, such as the  use of  auf instead of von in the first  
sentence, the reference to schwierige Berüfe (sic) in the fourth paragraph and the phrase wenn sie 
wächst im zu … (sic) in the last sentence. 
 
Range of vocabulary 
 
Although there are some wrong words such as entschranke (presumably for  einschränken), the 
student ma nages to use a fair range of to pic-specific vocabulary appropriately, including 
Satellitenschüssel, eine starke Bindung and Ausbildung. 
 
Range of structures 
 
The student attempts a reasonable range of structures, including subordinate clauses with several 
different co njunctions, modal verb s followed by an infinitive and on e successf ul use of th e 
conditional. However the level of manipulation is modest for AS level and some complex structures 
are not used in the right context, such as es wurde geschätzt, dass … in the fourth paragraph. 
 
Accuracy 
 
Most individual words are spelt cor rectly, but there are many basic errors with common cas e 
endings, verb endings, noun genders and, above all, word order. 
 

 Marks 

Content 11 

Range of Vocabulary 3 

Range of Structures 3 

Accuracy 2 

Total 19 
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Question 10 
 

Entspannung 

Zeitverschwendung 

Gewalt 

Information 

Manipulation 

Abwechslung 

Fantasielosigkeit 
 

Viele Erwachsene beklagen sich, dass Kinder zu lange vor der Glotze hängen. Wie 
reagieren Sie darauf? Bringt das Fernsehen mehr Vorteile als Nachteile? 
 
Content 
 
Overall, this is a well ba lanced response to the question. The student deals with a  good – but not 
excessive – number of  advantages and disa dvantages and develops each po int well, usin g 
examples where appropriate. The temptation to include all t he prompts in the quest ion has bee n 
avoided. The piece is well structure d, comprising an introduction, a par agraph on advantages, a  
paragraph o n disadvant ages and a conclusion.  At times th e student  diverges too f ar into oth er 
topic areas,  such as the detailed d escription of  health pro blems in th e third para graph, but t he 
direction of  the argument is always clear and t he conclu sion follows naturally from the vario us 
specific points made. 
 
Range of vocabulary 
 
The student shows knowledge of a good range of topic-spe cific and general vocabulary, including 
Wirkungen, Ereignisse, Bevölkerung, Beziehung, vermitteln and Vertrauen. There are a few wrong 
words, such as erfolglich (sic) instead of folglich, but the meaning is always clear. 
 
Range of structures 
 
A good vari ety of gra mmatical structures is used, includin g subordinate clauses, r elative clauses, 
um … zu clauses and several different verb te nses. The student can manipulate the language 
adequately to express a good ran ge of facts and opinions. Howeve r, the performance is not  
adventurous enough in terms of grammar to merit a mark of 5. 
 
Accuracy 
 
The German is generally accurate and, where errors occur, they do not obscure the meaning. Most 
verb endings are correct, the rules of word order are followed and the student shows some 
knowledge of the case s system. The spellin g of ind ividual words is good ap art from so me 
confusion of -ie- and -ei-. 
 
 Marks 

Content 18 

Range of Vocabulary 4 

Range of Structures 4 

Accuracy 3 

Total 29 
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Question 11 
 

Hallo! 
Meiner Freundin Luise geht’s im Moment gar nicht gut. Sie isst nur noch Fastfood, 
treibt keinen Sport mehr und ist ständig todmüde. Sie sagt, dass sie nicht deprimiert 
ist. Wie kann ich ihr helfen? 
Jasmin 

 
Schreiben Sie eine Antwort auf Jasmins E-Mail. Welche Ratschläge sollte sie Luise geben? 
 
Content 
 
The response to the task is mainly relevant, although certain sections r ead more like a discursive  
essay than a reply to a personal email, especially where the student give s a lengthy definition of a 
healthy diet. The treatment is rather  superficial on the whole, although the student develops some 
ideas such as the nature of a good friendship at the bottom of the se cond page. The structur e is 
generally well ordered,  with a clearly defined concluding  paragraph. Some poi nts are well 
expressed, but the justification of opinions is limited and i n a few pla ces linguistic errors imp ede 
communication, such as the confusion between dein and sein in the opening paragraph and th e 
unclear phrase man macht müde nicht (sic) half way down the second page. 
 
Range of vocabulary 
 
The studen t uses so me appropriate topic-specific vocabulary such as eine ausgewogene 
Ernährung, in Maßen and ehrlich und treu. Howe ver some sen tences cont ain only b asic 
vocabulary and a few set phrases are used inappropriately, such as t he tautological für mich finde 
ich, dass… on the second page. 
 
Range of structures 
 
A good range of grammatical structures is used including subordinate clauses, the future tense, the 
passive and um … zu. However the student does not a lways handle complex sentences well and 
the attempt to use wäre at the end is unsuccessful. 
 
Accuracy 
 
This i s a mixed performance in te rms of accu racy. The spelling is g enerally accurate and t he 
student shows a good grasp of sub ordinate word order, but case ending s are unreliable and there  
are a number of ser ious errors with  common verb forms such as du sagte (sic) and du und Luise 
… spricht (sic). 
 

 Marks 

Content 13 

Range of Vocabulary 3 

Range of Structures 3 

Accuracy 2 

Total 21 
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Question 11 
 

Hallo! 
Meiner Freundin Luise geht’s im Moment gar nicht gut. Sie isst nur noch Fastfood, 
treibt keinen Sport mehr und ist ständig todmüde. Sie sagt, dass sie nicht deprimiert 
ist. Wie kann ich ihr helfen? 
Jasmin 

 
Schreiben Sie eine Antwort auf Jasmins E-Mail. Welche Ratschläge sollte sie Luise geben? 
 
Content 
 
Although this response is unnecessarily long, it remains clearly focused on the task and deals with 
a suitable range of issues in an appropriate way.  The style is suitable for a personal email and the  
student’s p ersonal rea ctions are well integra ted into th e response.  There is good depth of 
treatment, e.g. where the student  explains t he consequ ences of a n unhealthy lifestyle. T he 
structure is generally very good, although the linki ng of par agraphs is occasionally weak such as 
the abrupt t ransition from talking a bout Luise’s life expecta ncy to discu ssing the influence of th e 
media on young people. Almost al l points are clearly exp ressed and the student’s opinions are 
convincingly justified. 
 
Range of vocabulary 
 
The student  uses a s wide a range of vocabula ry as could reasonably be expected at AS level. 
Many topic-specific words and phrases are u sed in a natural way such as Unterstützung, 
gesundheitsschädlich and Rat geben. The occasional misuse of word s such as unterrichten is far 
outweighed by the student’s broad lexical knowledge. 
 
Range of structures 
 
The student shows a secure grasp of ma ny appropriate grammatical stru ctures, includ ing 
subordinate clauses, conditional sentences, modal verb s, reflexive  verbs and  the passive . 
Occasionally the use  of complex language seems forced, such as the present subjunctive after 
viele Leute können vielleicht sagen in the s econd paragraph, but overall the student sho ws 
considerable skill in manipulating the language and full marks are awarded. 
 
Accuracy 
 
The German is largely accurate, even in tricky areas such as the various uses of t he verb werden 
and sentences that inclu de two or more subordinate clause s. There are, however, a few phrases  
with basic errors such  as in eines neuen Sport-art zu teilnehmen (s ic) and es wirke auch die 
Familie aus (sic). 
 
 Marks 

Content 17 

Range of Vocabulary 5 

Range of Structures 5 

Accuracy 4 

Total 31 
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Question 10 
 

Entspannung 

Zeitverschwendung 

Gewalt 

Information 

Manipulation 

Abwechslung 

Fantasielosigkeit 

 
Viele Erwachsene beklagen sich, dass Kinder zu lange vor der Glotze hängen. Wie 
reagieren Sie darauf? Bringt das Fernsehen mehr Vorteile als Nachteile? 
 
Content 
 
The response is fully relevant and deals with a good range  of positive and negative points ab out 
television. The focus is placed correctly on children’s viewing habits, rather than on the influence of 
television on society as a whole. There is some depth o f treatment,  for exa mple in the third  
paragraph where the student illustrates the educational potential of  television. However other 
sections of t he response are rather superficial. The structure of the res ponse is good, with clear  
paragraphing and a satisfactory con clusion arising out of th e various points made. The studen t’s 
expression is mostly clear, although the reader may have difficulty in following the argument in one 
or two places, e.g. in the paragraph beginning Die Eltern sehen es… where the use of the modal 
verbs sollten and müssen is conf using. Most points are appropriately justified with reasons or 
examples. 
 
Range of vocabulary 
 
The student uses a goo d range of t opic-specific and genera l vocabulary that is appr opriate to the 
task, including Ablenkung, ausschalten and berichten. However there are one or t wo anglicisms  
such as Die Erwachsenen haben … einen Punkt and a few wrong words such as schützen in the 
final paragraph. 
 
Range of structures 
 
The Germa n reads nat urally and the student varies the sentence str ucture appropriately, with a  
good number of subordinate clauses. Howeve r the performance is not ambitious enough for full  
marks to be awarded. 
 
Accuracy 
 
The syntax is largely accurate, b ut there are a number of wrong case endin gs such as (sie 
machen) kein Sport (sic) and sich mit die Freunde zu treffen (sic). Errors impede communication in 
one or two places, such as Die Kinder können vom so ein zeug’s nicht lernen (sic). A number of  
nouns are not spelt with a capital letter. 
 
 Marks 

Content 15 

Range of Vocabulary 4 

Range of Structures 4 

Accuracy 3 

Total 26 
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