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Commentary

Candidate 1

Question 10

Total mark: 26/35

Content: 16/20

The candidate clearly addresses both parts of the task – why clothes are so
important to young people and whether it would be possible to ignore fashion in
today’s society. The response is fully relevant and mentions a good number of
factors such as the influence of famous people, the influence of the media, the loss of
individuality that can arise from following particular fashions, ethical and
environmental considerations, and the reasons for the popularity of branded clothing.
There is some depth of treatment, such as the reference to ethics, but much of the
development is relatively superficial. The structure is generally well ordered, with a
clear concluding paragraph, but some sections seem disjointed such as the switch
from discussing ethics in paragraph 2 to discussing branded clothing in paragraph 3.
Most points are clearly expressed, with some good examples of justification such as
the explanation in paragraph 1 of why teenagers are keen to project their own
identity. The very last phrase – oder wenn man nicht egal ist – is unclear. Bearing all
these factors in mind, the response does not quite merit a content mark in the top
band, but is certainly towards the top of the second band.

Range of structures: 4/5

The candidate uses a good number of subordinate clauses with dass, weil, als, ob
and obwohl, as well as some comparative forms and modal verbs such as soll.
However, for an essay of this length – more than 350 words – the range of structures
is not quite broad enough to justify a top mark.

Range of vocabulary: 4/5

The candidate supplies a range of appropriate vocabulary for AS level, e.g. Identität,
Individualität, ökofreundlich, fragwürdig. However, as noted above, this is a lengthy
piece of writing and the vocabulary in places lacks ambition. Therefore a mark of 4
rather than 5 is appropriate.

Accuracy: 2/5

Although the response reads well, there are many basic errors such as the wrong
word order after weil and dass, nouns beginning with small letters, and wrong
genders of common words such as Zeitung. Some misspellings such as erwachsent
and zussammendfassen may be due to carelessness, perhaps arising out of a
shortage of time because the candidate has written so much.
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Commentary

Candidate 2

Question 10

Total mark: 16/35

Content: 8/20

The candidate’s response is relevant. She addresses the first part of the task
explicitly and the second part of the task implicitly. She mentions factors such as self-
confidence, cost, elegance, role models, the popularity of shopping and the danger of
becoming addicted to shopping. The first half of the response is clear, but the second
half less so. The sentence Ich denke Markenklamotten … schick sind in paragraph 4
does not make sense and the reference to danger at the end of paragraph 5 seems
misplaced. Towards the end of the response, the section from ich bin der Meinung to
nicht Menschen sollte is difficult to understand. The last paragraph merely repeats
previously stated opinions. The structure is reasonable in places, but with a number
of lapses. For example, the issue of cost is mentioned several times, but not
developed coherently. There is little justification. Therefore, a content mark at the top
of band 4 is appropriate.

Range of structures: 3/5

The candidate uses some variety of grammatical structures, such as subordinate
clauses with wenn, dass and weil and an attempt at a conditional sentence wenn
eine Personen … hätte, but there are not enough post-GCSE structures to warrant a
mark higher than 3.

Range of vocabulary: 3/5

There is some variety of appropriate vocabulary, such as Vorbild and modesüchtig,
but the candidate uses misuses some common words such as gefährlich and
praktisch and there is some repetition.

Accuracy: 2/5

The candidate makes a number of basic errors of word order, misuses meiner
Meinung nach, and makes several instances of wrong subject-verb agreement such
as viele leute liebe and Kleidung … sind.
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Commentary

Candidate 3

Question 11

Total mark: 23/35

Content : 14/20

The candidate’s response to the task is generally relevant with some depth of
treatment. The structure is well ordered. The candidate begins sensibly by stating
that there are differing views about the issue; she then explains how role models can
have a good influence on young sports(wo)men by encouraging them to take
exercise, which in turn helps their personal health and their social skills. However it is
a pity that the candidate moves away from the task by focusing so much on the
health benefits of sport, rather than relating her points to the influence of well-known
players. The sentences referring to television and computers are only marginally
relevant. The candidate then outlines the way in which drug-taking among well-
known sportspeople can have a negative influence; this point is developed, but in a
rather superficial way. Finally, the candidate begins presenting her conclusion in a
sensible way, although some sections such as the phrase kann es … Drogen nimmt
seem superfluous and the very last sentence would perhaps be more appropriate as
an introduction than as a conclusion.

Range of structures: 3/5

The candidate uses subordinate clauses with some success and attempts some
other constructions such as wegen + genitive. However, the phrasing shows strong
influence from English in a number of places, such as Meinungen über ob … in
paragraph 1 and ist dieses Image nicht ein gutes towards the bottom of the second
page.

Range of vocabulary: 4/5

The candidate uses a range of vocabulary appropriate to the task, such as
Bewegung, Mangel, Drogenkonsum, Einfluss and sich benehmen. There is little
needless repetition of words.

Accuracy: 2/5

Basic errors include inversion instead of subordinate word order after weil in
paragraph 2, errors with case endings in common phrases such as in eine
Gesellschaft and ein sehr positive Auswirkung, and the mismatch of verb and
subject, e.g. sind diese Thema in the last paragraph.
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Candidate 4

Question 11

Total mark: 20/35

Content: 12

The response is relevant, but often superficial. The structure is reasonable within
each paragraph, but the ordering of the paragraphs is not entirely logical. The
justification is sufficient. The candidate begins by outlining the benefits of sport in a
general way; this is fine in itself, but the comment about sport helping to develop
social skills is not justified and the candidate switches rather abruptly to talking about
Leistungssportler. In the second paragraph, the candidate states that the influence of
Leistungssportler has many positive aspects, but then mentions only one – providing
the motivation to get fit. The reference to soziale gruppen is not clearly linked to
Leistungssportler. In the third paragraph, the candidate makes a valid reference to
the bad influence of certain Leistungssportler who take drugs, but the development of
this point is rather superficial, merely stating that it can be a bad influence because
taking drugs is dangerous. The last paragraph is not so much a conclusion as an
exemplification of the good influence of Leistungssportler and would therefore be
better placed after the second paragraph, i.e. before the candidate goes on to talk
about the negative influences. Nevertheless, the reference to Roger Federer is
relevant and is reasonably well expressed.

Range of structures: 3/5

The candidate uses some subordinate clauses with weil and dass and attempts
several conditional sentences with würde. The candidate uses adverbs such as
andererseits and deshalb to write longer sentences.

Range of vocabulary: 3/5

Although a number of key words are lifted from the stimulus materials, the candidate
supplies a range of vocabulary appropriate to the task, such as Einfluss,
Persönlichkeit and Nachrichten, just about sufficient to merit a mark of 3.

Accuracy: 2/5

The candidate makes many basic errors of word order, sentence structure and
common case endings. However she also shows some awareness of German
grammar, such as the correct use of kann + infinitive, which makes the performance
just about worthy of a mark of 2 rather than 1.
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Commentary

Candidate 5

Question 12

Total mark: 33/35

Content: 20

Although the candidate has written at greater length than necessary, this is a very
good piece which certainly meets the criteria of the top band. The response to the
task is fully relevant and displays a very good depth of treatment. The structure is
well organised and points are presented in a logical sequence, both within
paragraphs and in the piece as a whole. The level of justification is very good. The
candidate starts with a brief introduction and then outlines the negative aspects of the
internet, mentioning specifically the dangers of contacting strangers on line and the
possible theft of personal data. He then discusses the positive aspects of the
internet, starting with its simplicity and speed compared with using the postal service
or making a journey. The candidate then explains the benefits of on-line communities
and the ready accessibility of information. In the last paragraph, he concludes that
the internet is the greatest invention of the 20th century, a claim which follows
logically from the previous paragraphs.

Range of structures: 5/5

The candidate uses a very wide range of structures with confidence, including
relative clauses, various infinitive constructions and the passive voice. Complex
sentences such as Also müssen Eltern … benutzen können in paragraph 2 show a
very good feel for the German language and any interference from English is
minimal.

Range of vocabulary: 5/5

The vocabulary used in the essay is rich and varied, enabling the candidate to
express himself with precision. The appropriate use of the adverb kaum in the first
paragraph and of the particle schon in the last paragraph are typical examples of the
candidate’s confident use of German.

Accuracy: 3/5

Although the essay reads very well, the candidate makes a significant number of
basic errors such as the lack of an adjectival ending in ein wichtig Teil in the first
paragraph and wrong genders and/or case endings with common nouns such as
Kriminalität, Essen, Angst and Information. Nevertheless, the ambitious nature of the
German means that a mark of 3 rather than 2 is appropriate.
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Commentary

Candidate 6

Question 12

Total mark: 24/35

Content: 14

The response to the task is fully relevant with some depth of treatment. The structure
is generally well ordered and points are mostly well expressed and justified, aligning
well with the descriptors in the second band for the content mark. In her first
paragraph the candidate uses the wording of the question paper, which in itself gains
no credit, but at least she adds her own interpretation in the sentence Immer mehr
Leute … Vorteile gibt. The candidate then explains the main benefits of the internet,
such as its low cost and ease of use. Again she quotes from the question paper;
there is some development of the key ideas but not enough to warrant a content
mark in the top band. In the second paragraph, the candidate explains coherently
how on-line communities are both a benefit and a danger; she also mentions on-line
crime, albeit without a full explanation. The fourth paragraph offers a personal
viewpoint which seems simplistic for AS level; nevertheless the ideas are well
expressed. The sense of the fifth paragraph is muddled by what is presumably a
misunderstanding of the word Zeitverschwendung. The concluding paragraph is
sensible and straightforward, referring back to points that have previously been
made.

Range of structures: 3/5

The candidate uses a range of appropriate grammatical constructions including
subordinate clauses with weil, dass and wenn, infinitives with zu, and a relative
clause after Leute. However the German is not ambitious enough to merit a mark of
more than 3.

Range of vocabulary: 3/5

Although at first sight the piece includes a very good range of vocabulary, a number
of key words and phrases are actually quoted directly from the examination paper
and therefore they cannot be taken into account for the quality of language mark.
Nevertheless, the candidate supplies some appropriate topic-related words of her
own, such as reden, (nicht) kennen, sicher and Internetportale.

Accuracy: 4/5

The level of accuracy in this piece is very good. The candidate shows a secure grasp
of the rules of word order, verb agreements and case endings. Where errors occur,
they tend to be in more complex areas, such as the attempted infinitive construction
after Spaß haben in the last paragraph.
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