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Unit 4 Exemplar Report

OPTION: The World of Cultural Diversity
Note: These exemplar reports are based on the work of candidates under examination conditions, during the June 2010 examination series. The reports were originally hand written but have been typed up, with diagrams redrawn. Errors, including QWC errors, have in most cases been kept. The aim of these exemplar reports is to highlight good practice and areas of potential improvement. The marking levels and examiners comments given are indicative and should be used as a basis for discussion in the classroom, rather than indicating a specific grade. 

Pre-release research focus:

· Explore the significance of local cultures and cultural landscapes and the role of players in valuing and protecting them.

· Research contrasting locations and cultures which show the actions and outcomes of a range of players. 

Report Title: 'Evaluate the role different players have in sustaining and enhancing local cultures and cultural landscapes'.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Students Plan:








3 basic c/studies         -native Am-(commodity          Tibet( threat            Basque( national symbol

Introduction

Culture is a system of shared values and beliefs, defining lifestyles such as art, language, music, religion, traditions and accepted norms. There is a two way relationship between these cultural traits and the cultural landscapes they both create and result from. These landscapes may be divided up into: ethnoscapes, technoscapes and commodityscapes. The landscape may be seen as a threat or opportunity, depending on the players involved.

Related to this is the way in which culture can be sustained, enhanced or even threatened, on various scales from international to local. Acculturisation is the process in which culture is transformed by the cultural traits of another, whilst the groups stay different. Assimilation is the process whereby cultures adopt certain cultural traits from other cultures, for example  consumer culture. Separatism is where one group of people want either greater autonomy or complete separation from the larger cultural group they live in, for culture, ethnic, tribal, religious, racial, governmental or gender reasons. A varying degree of isolation is wanted from external cultures. Finally there are sub cultures which seek to challenge and undermine the more dominant culture. Figure 1 shows these cultural dynamics.
Figure 1







This report will identify a range of key players on international, national and regional scales using three main case studies in which landscapes are seen as a commodity, threat and national symbol respectively:
· National scales: the Native American culture

· The threat to Tibetan culture-international scale

· Basque separatism-regional scale 

· Smaller examples will be drawn from Birmingham’s ‘curry mile’, Liverpool City of Culture 

It is important to stress that different players will inevitably have contrasting views on the protection and valuing of culture: national governments and local authorities may want to encourage investment by marketing a landscape, whilst locals may object either want to keep existing landscapes or feel threatened if planners insist on keeping them when actually the locals would like to change. 

These will affect the potential bias of the sources used: the perspective of a governmental source may be very different from that of a pressure group or NGO. Media sources may hold differing political viewpoints. 

Native American Culture(national scale)

It is important to use this case study to determine the role of key players on a national scale. Between the first Europeans arriving in the US and today the number of native American languages have declined from over 300 to 175.In the next 30 years it is expected that another 20 may disappear. This is largely due to the role of the US Government, the most important player. Between the 1700s and 1920 the US Government had a policy of Americanisation in which Native Americans were forced to assimilate into the more dominant US pluralistic culture that was emerging from immigration. This included policies such as the Indian Removal Act of 1830, which removed several tribes from their native homeland. Since the 1960s and 1970s, however, the US Government have begun to value the existing native culture, and were able to put across the Martinez Native American Language Protection Act of 2006 and the Native American Language Act of 1990.These types of policies are enabling Native Americans to be able to study Native American Studies and enhance the local culture through education. Funding comes from the state.

Another key player is the SSILA( Society for the Study of Indigenous Languages of the Americas), which is an international NGO. It uses the internet and the media to help create awareness of the loss of Native American heritage. It plays a much less significant role, however, as membership is low at only 900(a third of whom reside outside the US) and the lack of funding and political power these organisations have mean that they have little influence over the protection of culture directly.

Overall: the government seems to play a vital role in determining whether cultures and landscapes are protected or undermined, and that education is important for sustainability. 
Tibetan Culture under threat( international scale)

It is important to use examples whereby actions taken to promote and protect culture can be influenced on an international scale too. Tibet is an autonomous region in China and is very isolated and remote. Since the Chinese attack at Chamdo in 1950, however, Tibetan culture has been placed under increasing threat. The Chinese government recently built the Quingzang railway linking Xining in central China to Lhasa in Tibet, partly to strengthen its political control .Other groups like Human Rights watch and the International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) allege this will encourage more ‘Han’ immigrants to the area( the main ethnic group in China) and dilute if not attack Tibetan culture. Currently there are about 200,000 Hans compared to 100,000 Tibetans living in the capital of Lhasa.

International organisations have become more active because of the Chinese Government’s actions. NGOs like the ICT have over 400,000 members worldwide, and have tried to influence the Chinese government, who still see local culture as a threat. They are promising self determination, human rights and a long term mutual understanding between Tibetans and Chinese culture. Meanwhile, protests against Chinese rule flared up again in 2008. The Chinese government reacted strongly, imposing curfews and strictly limiting access to Tibetan areas

Intergovernmental organisations (IGOs) like UNESCO have played a significant role in preserving areas of cultural landscapes globally. In Tibet, potala Palace, the former residence of the Dalai Llama who was forced into exile, was designated a ‘World Heritage site’. This confers that the area is of global cultural importance, rather than just national.

Furthermore, individuals play an important role as well. Celebrities like Richard Gere and Goldie Hawn were motivated by organisations like Free Tibet, and have strongly promoted awareness on a global scale. Tibetans themselves have also been involved: despite Chinese influence up to 94% of inhabitants speak Tibetan, and 1 in 35 Tibetans are monks(the highest in the world for countries with a Buddhist religions) 
A more recent threat to local culture is that of tourism. The NGO Cultural Survival group criticises the increase of ethnic/adventure tourism: it says on its website that can turn exotic cultures into commodities and individuals into amusing "objects" for tourist "consumption." Great negative impacts on the environment may also result in areas like Tibet with its fragile mountain environments. Middle -class Chinese tourists and others from further afield literally crawl over the honeypot  "Model Tibetan Village" called, Jiaju. For only US$4.48, tourists wander through locals' multi-storey stone homes and pose for pictures on rooftops decorated with drying corn.  Asia times online 2010 states that the positive aspects are a reduction in poverty, but that in China, an appreciation of minority cultures can quickly turn to exploitation. There are a growing number of minority-themed tourists parks, such as the Dai Minority Park in southwest China's Yunnan province, where villagers are forbidden to  change their traditional wooden-stilt homes and are paid to perform a traditional annual water-splashing ritual event in a Disneyland-like atmosphere daily for half-million tourists per year. Hence the saying: ‘In China, as tourists come, culture goes....’
	
	


Some governments, like India and Myanmar actually restrict foreign visits to tribal or frontier peoples, fearing degeneration of native artistic traditions, rapid and unmanageable culture change, degradation of the environment, and an assimilation and loss of cultural identity

 Occasionally traditions have been revitalized by tourism: with marginal societies finding a new economic niches through tourism . Burma for example has long been isolated from the outside world, and the few tourists allowed in help locals learn more from foreign ideas and cultures, and practice English speaking more than just through books or on the internet.

In sub conclusion, international organisations have played a role in preventing the disintegration of culture and associated landscapes and further assimilation. Assimilation and mixing may be beneficial for diversity but for the Tibetans it is more a threat to regional culture..

Basque Separatism ( regional scale)

This case study is vital in demonstrating the effect of separatism and nationalism in protecting culture and landscapes. Basque is famous for its devout Catholicism, complicated language, its pelota courts but also its wealth and prosperity associated with a rich agricultural landscape, hard-working, serious and cultured people .Like Tibet, the Basque country is a semi -autonomous region in N Spain, which for centuries has tried to remain isolated in order to sustain its own culture. Under the Spanish dictator Franco, between 1936-75  its  language was banned, and culture generally suppressed, involving civil liberty restrictions and  even  torture . Euskadi Ta Azkatasuna ( Eta), meaning Basque Homeland and Freedom, first emerged in the 1960s as a student resistance movement. From frustration it developed a terrorist function which has been controversially active until 2010 trying to win full freedom from Spain. 
The regional authority has been very important in protecting Basque culture: over 90% of school children learn the Basque language, which is broadcast on radio and TV. ‘Barria’ is a daily local newspaper wholly published in the language. The government has also tried to promote tourism. Tourists see the culture as one to experience, millions of them annually. Bilbao is famous for its regeneration from manufacturing losses, and its rebranded port area includes the Guggenheim Museum drawing in millions of tourists (Information from Spain and Portugal website for Visitors). But locals see a history needing preservation and indeed only 25% can fluently speak the language today. Mass migration out of the area in search of better employment and erosion of Basque by the dominant Castilian language of Spain are taking their toll on the retention of a separate culture.
Conclusion

As demonstrated, different players have different attitudes as to what constitutes protection and sustainability. Furthermore, in enhancing cultures through tourism and promotion of awareness, cultural landscapes can be undermined by those who value the landscape in a different way, whether it be a threat, commodity or scared symbol highlighting a cultures identity. Clearly the most important player involved, whether in positive or negative ways is a national government. With all three main case studies, governments at differing scales played a vital role in implementing top down approaches that can be protected by legislation ,as in the US Native American example, or  law and force if necessary(as in China and Tibet). These players have the funding and administration to enact policies easily. However, these organisations may have a negative role as far as local cultures are concerned, as shown in the Tibetan example. The Basque separation case study highlights the problems from different attitudes as to how culture should be enhanced: whether through assimilation or separation. 

As well as national governments, international organisations, whether governmental or NGOs, are important in promoting culture at a global scale. Most enhance culture and landscape through awareness, which is largely thanks to globalisation and the impact of mass media and communications in a ‘shrinking world’. These can be limited through membership and funding as in the SSILA NGO of the Native American case study, or be more free in funding as in the larger government funded UNESCO 

Lastly it is important to consider the role of the people affected themselves. The Basques, Native Americans and Tibetans have remained remarkably resilient after decades of oppression. Communities in Liverpool had the opportunity to be involved and add their views on rebranding and regenerating the city even if not taken up as often is the case in a democracy! Undoubtedly the question is made more complex due to the range of attitudes to how culture and cultural landscapes can be protected. If seen as a commodity, tourism and migration may prevent the long term sustainability. As a national symbol, national governments will be keen to prevent assimilation and changes in a particular identity .As a threat, landscapes may not be protected or sustained at all. 
 Examiner comments:

	Overall comments 
	How this could be improved

	Comments on plan  

Basic but useful aide memoire for student. Drawing quick diagrams may help focus on categories, eg scales and power here. This helps structure a report. No need to write elaborate definitions and information on case studies, just the choices  which will help rejection of one’s not so relevant
	Mention of sustaining and enhancing, ie key words from the title to ensure coverage

	Comments on introduction, defining and focusing on the question 
Obvious focus, justified framework and some sound definitions general to the topic rather than this precise title.. 
	Some reference to the key words sustaining and enhancing was needed however and better coverage of the term players , there were long definitions of terms associated but not woven into the precise title . For example there should have been the links to force/voluntary assimilation by players involved 

	Comments on researching and methodology 

Basic methodology only given at the end of the introduction, but enough to tip into Level 4 since the research had both range (in their scale and location)and depth(in terms of details, names of organisations, facts and stats)There was less on landscape than culture but a 50/50 balance was not required. The plan suggested a small scale case study might be mentioned, but this was not mentioned until the conclusion. There was sensible use of a Unit 2 module on rebranding 
	More through methodology: looking at  potential bias of sources, reliability of organisation/source used and topicality.
Timings probably meant the small scale examples not attempted, perhaps sacrificing some of the detail on the 3 main case studies would have been sensible

	Comments on analysis, application and understanding 

This achieved the highest level for applying the research to the title. A cogent argument was developed and it was good on the values of players.
	More could have been made of the links between  tourism and  consumer culture and the various  culture ‘scapes’ introduced at the start

	Comments on conclusion and evaluation . 

There was strong ongoing evaluation as well as a very long  and mainly thorough end conclusion
	New information was given in the conclusion, which is not to be encouraged. Timings probably prevented coverage of the planned smaller scale examples. 

	Comments on quality of written communication and sourcing 

Occasional referencing given only, but coherent  structure and excellent use of general and geographical vocabulary
	More referencing given, either in the text or as footnotes. End bibliographies tend to be too vague unless linked by a footnote to the relevant section


Summary of marking levels awarded:

	D

Introducing defining and focusing on the question
	R

Researching and methodology


	A

Analysis, application and understanding
	C

Conclusions and evaluation
	Q

Quality of written communication and sourcing

	(10)
	(15)
	(20)
	(15)
	(10)

	Level 4 
9-10
	Level 4 

12-15

	Level 4 
17-20
	Level 4 
12-15
	Level 4

8-10 
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