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Introduction

The June 2022 paper was the first externally sat exam following the use of teacher 
assessments in the previous exam series. Candidates should be commended for their 
performance, in what has been a difficult and turbulent two years of study.

The paper was generally accessible to candidates across the ability range, with evidence of 
high-quality work particularly in the higher 12 and 20 mark questions. Timing did not appear 
to be an issue for the majority of candidates, although some only managed a few paragraphs 
on the final 20 mark question meaning the scores on this question was restricted.

There was some increase in rubric infringements this exam series with students crossing out 
work in questions 3 and 4 or commenting on the paper that they had answered the incorrect 
question. It is advised that centres refer to the section headings of the papers with their 
student so that they are clear about what topics they have studied.

In terms of candidate choice of questions, Regenerating Places (question 3) remained the 
most popular with around 75% of candidates making this choice, compared with 25% opting 
for Diverse Places (question 4). Around 49% answered questions on Health, Human Rights 
and Interventions (question 5) and 51% answered questions on Migration, Identity and 
Sovereignty (question 6).

Centres may like to focus on the following:

Candidates need a clearer understanding of the evaluate command word and the 
necessity to provide a balanced and coherent response in order to reach the top level. The 
response should draw together into a substantiated conclusion. It is important that 
candidates recognise that the conclusion is not an opportunity to either rehash prior 
information nor to include new information.
Conversely, assess questions do not require a conclusion, but should contain clear 
assessment throughout the response in order to move to the top level marks.
In the higher tariff questions, candidates are required to include supporting evidence, 
however they should not simply regurgitate pre-learnt case studies but instead evidence 
their A02 ability by applying their knowledge and understanding to the question that has 
been set.
Candidates are expected to know a range of mathematical and statistical skills outlined in 
the specification for each of the topics studied. Centres should ensure that candidates are 
exposed to a range of opportunities to apply these skills throughout the study of the 
course.

3 GCE Geography 9GE0 02



Question 1 (a)

Most candidates seemed to perform well, with candidates able to gain at least 2-3 marks out 
of 4 available. The most common response was the use of Special Economic Zones and these 
were exemplified through using China, although some candidates did highlight government 
actions such as deregulation/privatisation as well . Where candidates failed to secure all 
marks in this question was that their sequencing of ideas to develop their response was not 
fully developed into a logical chain. Candidates also lost marks when they veered into 
explaining the impacts of FDI eg TNCs then improve infrastructure in a place as opposed to 
flipping this around and suggesting that it is infrastructure that attracts TNCs.

4 marks were awarded here. The question asks candidates to focus on 
‘one’ reason and each subsequent extension idea should link to this 
initial reason. Here, the candidate identifies the use of SEZs as their 
‘one way’ (1), they explain that these have low tax rates (1) which 
encourage TNCs to move into the areas (1) so that they can maximise 
profits (1).

Encourage candidates to choose a broad initial starting point, for 
example in this question the use of SEZs or deregulation, as this allows 
the candidates to draw in linked ideas without drifting off the initial 
reason provided.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates could identify the role of ICT and mobile communication in the growth of 
globalisation, however, many candidates did not explicitly discuss these factors separately. A 
significant number of candidates did take the time to reflect on other factors that may have 
influenced globalisation, such as containerisation and how levels of development of a 
country will inhibit or accelerate the speed of globalisation in specific countries. A few 
candidates also assessed the role of ICT/Mobile communication in limiting globalisation, 
notably how some LIC may lack access to ICT and mobile networks and are therefore 
switched off to globalisation. Others also highlighted that some countries choose to use 
technology to limit flows of information and globalisation eg China’s firewall or North Korea 
restricting access for its citizens.

At the lower end, judgements about the importance of these factors were somewhat limited 
in nature. Whereas the best responses were very detailed using well selected examples to 
highlight the role of ICT/mobile communications and taking the time to highlight and 
evaluate the impact of these in terms of social, cultural and economic globalisation.
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11 marks are scored here. The candidate begins with an accurate 
definition of globalisation and outlines at the start that whilst ICT has 
allowed for increased global communications there are other factors 
that have played a role in the growth of globalisation.

The first key idea focuses upon ICT and mobile communications and 
their use in increasing the spread of information. Here the candidate 
clearly articulates the ‘flow’ that has increased and shows good A01 
knowledge in terms of how this has been facilitated and the role this 
has played in the development of a ‘shrinking world’. There is ongoing 
assessment at the end of each paragraph, the first of which links ICT 
and mobile communications to explicit features of globalisation ie 
lengthened and deepening connections. However, they do make a 
factually inaccurate statement that this has failed to increase flows of 
capital or culture, suggesting the candidate is not aware of the use of 
ICT for these purposes.

The second idea then introduces other factors that have accelerated 
the growth of globalisation, firstly through developments of transport. 
This is explicitly linked to the flow of people and cultural globalisation, 
as well as the candidate demonstrating good understanding and 
application of key terms such as time-space compression. Again, the 
candidate ends the paragraph with a sentence assessing the 
significance of transport in the growth of globalisation and identifies 
that it has less of an impact on increasing particular flows.

The third idea introduced is the importance of global groupings and 
the role they have played in allowing the movement of goods, people, 
capita and information. The candidate however, recognises that this 
doesn’t necessarily increase these flows at a global scale instead the 
benefits being felt within the trade blocs.

In the final paragraph the candidate decides that the groupings of 
nations has been more important to the growth of globalisation as it 
has increased the flow of all four components. This draws upon the 
misconception that the candidate previously held in the second 
paragraph.
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 continued
Overall the candidate demonstrates a sound awareness of 
globalisation and the factors that have led to its growth. It was not 
awarded full marks due to some factual inaccuracy, but the candidates 
should be commended on their clear writing style which effectively 
deals with the command word ‘assess’. 

As shown in the example response, to reach level 3 candidates should 
demonstrate assessment throughout the response and this is most 
clearly evidenced through summary sentences at the end of each 
paragraph. The response should then culminate in a judgement at the 
end where the factors are weighed and considered before a decision is 
made.

9 GCE Geography 9GE0 02



Question 2 (a)(i)

Candidates generally secured both marks in this question. There were varying methods of 
how to work out percentage change (either the difference in GDP divided by the original GDP 
multiplied by 100, or the new figure divided by the old figure again multiplied by 100%. There 
were some common errors with the candidate responses to this question. Either candidates 
did not manage to write the response to one decimal place, or where they were rounding to 
one decimal place, they rounded the wrong way. Occasionally, candidates had the correct 
method of calculation but then ended up writing incorrect response, so they may have 
inputted the data in a calculator in error. It was noted, too, that where candidates have 
illustrated a correct calculation but didn’t complete their response, perhaps because they 
didn’t have access to a calculator.
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Question 2 (a)(ii)

Candidates generally secured both marks in this question. There was only one correct 
method of working out the range. The biggest mistake made by candidates was that the 
negative number (-4.4) threw candidates and didn’t recognise that by subtracting a negative 
number, they could actually add them together.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were less successful with this question, with many mainly commenting solely on 
the rising middle class and increased demand for resources without explaining the political 
implications of this.

Candidate were able to identify regions where conflicts and tensions were an issue now or 
likely to be an issue in the future. The main locations referenced included China, South China 
Sea, the Arctic and Antarctica. There was also some appreciation of wider tensions and their 
implications, ranging from deforestation in the Amazon, the threat of oil and gas extraction in 
the Arctic and Antarctic and there were some examples from within the UK, too.

Some candidates were able to apply contemporary geopolitical issues such as the invasion of 
Ukraine by Russia although some candidates did not fully explain or understand the reasons 
for the tensions here. Strong responses made reference to the fact that this conflict has 
resulted in indirect issues with supply of resources which creates tensions in other nations.

Top responses also took the time to highlight the cause of rising demand from tensions such 
as rising middle class and increased standards of living as countries move towards emerging 
superpower status, but this was not the majority. Top candidates may have also discussed a 
range of resources such as rare earth minerals and water (drawing on knowledge from Water 
Security in Paper 1) as well as the common focus on fossil fuels.

Judgements and conclusions tended to be limited by the candidate’s interpretation of the 
idea of ‘political implications’.
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3 marks are scored here. The candidate briefly outlines that emerging 
powers have an increasing demand for resources particularly energy 
but that current powers have this also. This introduction does little to 
clarify the reasons for increased demand nor is there an explicit 
statement regarding the political implications of this.

One key idea is then expressed by the candidate regarding the amount 
of emissions the emerging superpowers are currently producing and 
the efficacy of this considering the historic superpowers role in climate 
change. Whilst valid, the idea is poorly expressed with limited 
explanation as to how or what political implications result from this.

There is a brief and basic statement at the end which is a repeat of the 
statement at the start of the response.

Overall isolated elements of geographical understanding with a limited 
range of ideas which are poorly expressed.

Candidates at the lower end should be supported throughout their 
course in these longer tariff questions by being shown a range of 
modelled examples to evidence the need to include a range of ideas 
rather than just focusing on one. This would enable them to move into 
the level 2 criteria in terms of their A01 marks.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

This was answered reasonably well and in the majority of cases the figure was used and 
referred to directly. The best responses involved clear engagement with the figure and used 
this evidence to come up with an explanation with the most common answer relating to lack 
of educational qualifications. A number of students lost out on the final mark through failing 
to clearly link their reason back to adult unemployment, this needs to be explicit. Where 
candidates gained full marks they often made the link between education and the 
subsequent skill level gained which would result in increased employment opportunities. 
Students should be careful to note questions which specifically ask for ‘one’ reason and must 
develop this only without losing focus and ensuring they relate to the resource.
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3 marks are scored here. Education levels are identified by the 
candidate as being the one reason (1) and this is then linked to Hyson 
Green and the jobs available not suiting the skills and academic 
requirements (1) thereby the population securing employment is more 
challenging as they lack qualifications because they didn’t attend 
university (1).

Where a resource is provided candidates will be awarded one mark for 
comparative use of data as long as it is connected to a valid reason. In 
this response the candidate does not explicitly do this, but it would 
have been another route to gain a mark in these suggest 3 mark tariff 
questions.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

Responses to this question were mixed with most candidates having some understanding of 
what is meant by ‘deprivation’. A number of candidates talked generally about changes in 
levels of deprivation rather than focusing on these areas, which whilst demonstrating good 
A01, meant these responses lacked the A02 application to the resource.

Candidates who did well in this question were able to explain that deprivation was multi-
dimensional. They were able to use the IMD to support their answer and explain how the 
indicators may change over time. They were able to provide reasons why these changes 
occurred eg investment in education over time will improve the income of the area as people 
become skilled and can access higher paying jobs. Candidates were then able to expand on 
this, and explain how an improvement in the area (eg by regeneration) would continue to 
improve these areas further. A number of students took a historic perspective on this 
question which although not what is inferred was done well.
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6 marks were scored here. The candidate demonstrates clear use of 
the resource as the response is framed explicitly around the two areas. 
The first key idea explained is the idea that local governments may 
want to break the culture of unemployment in Hyson Green through 
improvements in schools and goes on to explain how this would break 
the cycle of deprivation in this area.

The second reason introduced is the role of regeneration and 
rebranding of the area to encourage business to investment into the 
area, leading to inward migration and thus increased funding. The 
candidate then focuses on Wollaton Park and identifies that wider 
factors such as online shopping may lead to the closure of high street 
shops leading to unemployment and a cycle of decline.

Whilst the response is unbalanced the candidate has demonstrated a 
good understanding of the factors affecting deprivation and has 
proposed plausible suggestions to how the two areas in the resource 
could change over time. There is a broad range of ideas and they have 
engaged with the stimulus material provided.

Candidates should be mindful not to repeat themselves when 
considering a resource that provides data on two areas. There needs to 
be a broad range of ideas, and this will not be achieved if candidates 
mirror their points of explanation.
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Question 3 (b)

Responses to this question were mixed. Most students demonstrated some good case study 
knowledge of their local area but did not fully focus this knowledge on living environment. 
Most students addressed a very narrow concept of ‘living environment’ which mainly 
included references to differences in housing quality or crime. Students lost marks as they 
referred to broad aspects of differences in deprivation or quality of life rather than 
concentrating on living environment.

The best responses had a clear focus on living environment and discussed open space/green 
spaces and the upgrading of housing stock particularly in the inner-city areas due to 
regeneration/gentrification.
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6 marks were scored here. The candidate introduces a range of 
reasons for the variation in the quality of environment in Bath, their 
chosen local place. The first variation they identify is the varying levels 
of air quality across the city, this is linked to the government policy of 
clean air zones, as well as local regeneration projects which have 
encouraged sustainable transport solutions. This is linked explicitly to 
their chosen local place.

The second variation discussed was the quality of housing. This is 
linked to gentrification and the increasing employment in the 
quaternary sector leading to higher quality housing stock. This is 
applied to two contrasting areas in Bath to explain why there are 
variations in the living environment.

Overall, the candidate demonstrates accurate and relevant 
geographical knowledge, whilst addressing a range of ideas which are 
detailed and fully developed.

Candidates should have studied both a local and contrasting place in 
high levels of detail. As per the specification this study should include 
how these places have changed their function and characteristics over 
time, as well as the past and present connections that have shaped 
them. Candidates should be able to refer to explicit locations within 
their chosen places and demonstrate clarity over the similarities and 
differences.
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Question 3 (c)

The majority of candidates chose to focus on urban areas and those choosing rural generally 
referred to Cornwall/parts of Cornwall. These answers tended to be narrower in their scope 
as they tended to be in depth case studies on Cornwall and not a general assessment of rural 
areas. A small minority opted to choose both urban and rural places which was not the 
question focus.

Candidates would benefit from constructing more effective introductions which set out their 
argument. Many introductions were weak and did not aid students in organising their points. 
Conversely, candidates with strong introductions could articulate a clear route through their 
response and their answers tended to flow much more easily and had clearer assessment.

A range of locations were used for exemplification including Stratford London, Salford Keys 
Manchester and Eden project Cornwall. Many of the government decisions were implied 
rather than explicitly being stated but many candidates were able to talk knowledgably about 
the locations they had chosen. The best answers referred to a range of government policies, 
with a small number of students differentiating between national and local government 
adding depth to their answer.

Economic characteristics were addressed with much more confidence and more effectively 
than social, with some misconceptions regarding social characteristics to mean simply 
communication/community and not a much broader geographical definition. The best 
responses tended to argue that social characteristics are often, intentionally or not, sacrificed 
to some extent for economic gain.

Most candidates attempted conclusions but again these varied with their effectiveness with 
better answers providing a clear summary evaluating the main points from the essay.
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14 marks were scored here. The candidate has taken the time to 
produce a plan which should be commended. However, the plan 
suggests that the candidate is intending to discuss both rural and 
urban areas which is not what the question has stated.

The introduction states a brief overview of what government decisions 
are and the subsequent impacts these can have economically and 
socially.

The first paragraph explores the role of government decisions with 
regards to funding infrastructure. The example of Berkshire can be 
viewed as either a rural or urban context. The economic implications of 
the M4 are explored through the establishment of TNCs and jobs, 
resulting in increased tax revenues. This is then linked to funding of 
hospitals resulting in average life expectancy increasing. The candidate 
then evaluates the impact of this decision by considering that this is 
not equally felt by all stakeholders. This is the strongest paragraph of 
the response.

The second government decision to provide financial backing with the 
example of Cornwall (rural) and the grant to the Eden Project. 
Economic and social impacts are explored, but this has no real 
supporting evidence when compared to the previous paragraph.
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 continued
The third government decision is the role of neo-liberalism and the 
resulting deindustrialisation. This is explored through the urban area 
of Leicester with largely generic ideas of high unemployment and the 
repeated idea of differing views from stakeholders.

Finally, the candidate revisits the investment in infrastructure, this time 
through HS2. This paragraph lacks sufficient detail to add further 
details than those which have already been discussed in paragraph 
two. 

The conclusion outlines that there are always winners and losers, but 
this is not fully developed. 

Overall, the candidate has moved between rural and urban areas. The 
strongest paragraph is the first one discussing Berkshire. The 
knowledge and understanding demonstrated is mostly relevant and 
accurate. It is a partial but coherent response supported by some 
evidence. There is a clear argument that runs throughout, mainly that 
the impacts of government decisions are not felt equally by all 
stakeholders, but the argument is not fully developed, and some areas 
lack coherence.

Candidates should evaluate throughout their response and include 
mini evaluations at the end of each paragraph. This way they will hit 
the level 4 criteria which states a rational and substantiated 
conclusion.
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Question 4 (a)(i)

Candidates were able to interpret Figure 3 successfully and in most cases were able to 
identify one reason for the differences in birth rates. The majority of candidates used the 
resource to identify the higher average age/larger proportion of over 65 in Broomhill. 
Candidates struggled to extend the one reason for the full three marks, instead just stating 
the link between age and fertility. However, the best responses were then able to explicitly 
link this further by referring to life cycles.

3 marks were scored here. The candidate identifies that Bedminster 
has a higher percentage of over 65 (1) and includes comparative data 
for example 9.4% more and 5 year higher median age (1). This is then 
linked to a lack of fertility (1).

Centres are advised to expose candidates to these styles of ‘suggest 
one’ questions throughout the course of their study. These would lend 
themselves to effective starter activities so that candidates can develop 
their ability of producing linked statements resulting from one initial 
starter reason.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

Responses to this question were mixed with most candidates focusing on age composition 
but some were able to extend their responses further by linking to opportunities for 
migration and the impact on ethnic diversity.

Candidates who did well in this question were able to use the resource as a stimulus and 
therefore suggest a range of reasons how and why the population characteristics of the two 
areas may change over time. A large number of responses however lacked focus on the 
resource and so missed out on opportunities to demonstrate A02 application of knowledge. 
In addition, there was often issues with candidates mirroring points across the two areas 
meaning that candidates ended up with responses that were narrow in their range of ideas.
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6 marks were scored here. The candidate suggests plausible reasons 
as to why population characteristics of the two areas may change over 
time. Firstly focusing on the idea that Broomhill becoming more 
urbanised resulting in the elderly population choosing to relocate due 
to negative perception of this process. This is then linked to the change 
in population over 65 and the influx of younger generation seeking 
economic opportunities.

Secondly the candidate considers the role of migration and applies this 
to Bedminster suggesting young people could be attracted nationally 
and internationally resulting in a younger median age. This is then 
linked to the idea of ethnic clustering resulting in more migration.

Candidates are expected to be able to apply their geographical 
understanding to a range of unseen contexts and places. This could be 
practised by centres through the exposure of candidates to a range of 
unstudied areas and asking them to consider what geographical 
knowledge they hold that they could apply to the location.
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Question 4 (b)

This question had a mixed response of answers with the weaker candidates being insecure 
about what the term perception meant. Those that chose very large areas such as Cornwall 
struggled to develop their ideas in much detail.

The majority of candidates focused on differences between age groups, but a number of 
candidates limited themselves by only discussing one perception meaning they lacked focus 
on the variation aspect of the question.

The best candidates focused on variations within a small area within their local area and 
talking about different ages and socio-economic status. Other strong responses discussed 
two areas within their local place to discuss variations in perception. In both of these types of 
questions/answers the use of supporting evidence was evident creating a clear sense of 
place. The strongest used data in their responses and discussed what areas within the place 
they had chosen to balance perceptions.
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6 marks was scored here. The candidate explores a wide range of 
different groups of people and considers how they might perceive the 
borough of Camden. The selection of Camden of their local area is 
clear and evidenced throughout, as well as being of appropriate scale.

The discussion of families and their explicit needs in a local place is 
balanced between what they may find attractive about Camden like 
schools and green space vs. high house prices deterring them from the 
area. Young people is the second group of people discussed exploring 
the range of entertainment on offer in the area being an attraction but 
the high house prices and crime leading to a negative perception of 
the area.

Finally, the difference in perception between first generation and elder 
migrants is explored and explicitly linked through data to the named 
local place.

Overall accurate and relevant geographical knowledge and 
understanding throughout, evidenced through a broad range of ideas.

The selection of the local and contrasting places should be carefully 
selected by centres. These should be of appropriate scale as 
highlighted in the response shown, rather than large urban areas as 
whole eg London.
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Question 4 (c)

On the whole this question was answered well with candidates able to identify government 
influence on migration policy/housing/economic regeneration. Deregulation and migration 
policies were commonly discussed, as were regeneration strategies.

In some weaker responses the role of government was not clearly stated, and in those that 
focused on rural areas the role of the government was often not well understood eg 'The 
government funded the Eden Project'. A significant number of students discussed both rural 
and urban areas which was not what the question had outlined. Those that focused on rural 
areas often took a case study approach focusing predominately on Cornwall rather than 
considering broad government decisions such as changing agricultural policies and the 
impact of food prices on the farming community.

Overall whilst candidates have a good range of government strategies, few candidates were 
able to effectively evaluate this in terms of the significance or whether the impact was 
positive or negative.
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15 marks were scored here. The introduction from the candidate does 
not add to the response, candidates are advised not to rewrite the 
question as part of their introduction instead focusing on identifying 
their view or introducing the key government decisions in this case.

The first government decision the candidate focuses on is the use of 
migration policies, this is then extended through specific details on the 
influx of the Windrush generation. The candidate identifies the 
subsequent increase in diversity in specific locations such as London 
and Birmingham, as well as the changes to the built environment. The 
candidate then evaluates the impact of this decision by stating that it 
can have limited impact on the demographic characteristics of an area 
through the development of ethnic enclaves. 

The second government decision is the regeneration of urban places. 
This is explored through the example of the London Docklands and the 
impact on housing stock becoming unaffordable resulting in a shift to 
a wealthier younger demographic. The candidate then evaluates the 
impact of this by stating that governments can overcome this issue by 
focusing on the development of affordable homes. 

The third government decision is the decline of industries and shift to 
the tertiary sector. The candidate explains the impact this had on the 
northern cities in terms of changing demographic characteristics. 
Whether deindustrialisation was a conscious decision by the UK 
national government is debatable, however the decision to replace this 
sectoral employment with higher skilled jobs is a valid concept. 

The candidate then moves on to explore the role of government 
decisions with regards to transportation and the decisions surrounding 
infrastructure improvements. This part of the response is less clearly 
linked to the demographic or cultural components of the question, but 
an attempt has been made to do so. 

The conclusion identifies that migration has been the most important 
government decision to influence demographic and cultural 
characteristics of places. 

.
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continued
with some areas showing greater levels of depth of understanding that 
others. The response is slightly unbalanced with only the first idea of 
migration policies covering both demographic and cultural 
characteristics. The candidate does have ongoing evaluation but 
neither the introduction nor conclusion bring a lot to the response. 

Candidates are encouraged with the large tariff questions to take the 
time to formulate a plan before they commence writing. This will 
enable them to consider what pertinent knowledge they should 
include to address the question as well as to consider the selection of 
supporting evidence.
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Question 5 (a)

Many candidates focused on the idea of the loss of sovereignty, and most were able to 
develop this idea to consider the role of the European Court of Human Rights and how this is 
able to over-rule legal decisions. Other candidates discussed the idea that the ECHR was 
based on western value systems and was less compatible in some areas eg those states that 
follow Sharia law. Some candidates were able to include the current debate over the UK 
Human Rights Act and plans to replace it with a UK bill of rights allowing the UK to not 
comply with judgements from the European Court. Whilst the question was answered well 
with candidates able to offer development or an example, relatively few managed to develop 
their response to gain the full 4 marks.
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4 marks were awarded here. The question did not ask candidates to 
focus on ‘one’ reason and therefore the candidate was awarded marks 
for each clear reason. The candidate comments on the issue that the 
ECHR is seen to undermine a country’s sovereignty (1) and this is 
extended by clarifying that the ECHR acts as a higher legal body (1). 
The candidate then gives a second reason of being seen to promote a 
western ideology (1) and has a reasonable example that some 
particular countries have different views about women’s rights and 
punishment which goes against the EHCR (1).

Candidates are encouraged to reread their response and identify 
where they feel they are gaining 4 separate marks. This will help them 
to see if their answer has a full range of ideas or if they have any 
repeated content which would not be given credit.
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Question 5 (b)

Most candidates recognised the negative correlation and suggested sensible reasons for the 
relationship between the rates of female literacy and fertility. Most answers focussed on the 
impact of education and awareness of contraception and the opportunities available to 
women who are better educated, eg entering into work. Those awarded level 1 marks spent 
most of their response describing the trend shown but then didn’t suggest reasons for it. The 
best candidates suggested a range of reasons for the relationship shown and this was either 
exemplified through applied examples or they covered both ends of the relationship ie high 
and low fertility rates in contrasting locations and the reasons for this.
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6 marks are awarded here. The candidate clearly understands the 
relationship between the two variables. A range of reasons for the 
relationship are then suggested, beginning with the example of 
Norway and the high number of schooling years leading to increased 
income levels and the desire to focus on careers. The candidate 
recognises the role that women’s rights has to play in this relationship 
and the example of Afghanistan introduces the idea of dependency 
due to certain roles that woman are required to undertake. Finally, the 
candidate suggests that at the extreme end of the relationship women 
are having high numbers of children as a support mechanism for when 
they are older as the lack of education means that they are unable to 
support themselves.

This candidate therefore has explored a range of reasons at both ends 
of the relationship and has included supporting examples where 
needed.

When interpreting scatter graphs candidates should be able to identify 
the type of correlation shown, as well as exploring reasons for both 
ends of the data shown. This could be a good starter activity as it 
would allow students to demonstrate their A02 skills across a range of 
variables which are explored across the specification.
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Question 5 (c)

Candidates often discussed the idea that corruption in government reduced the amount of 
money available for the development of the country ie available spending on healthcare and 
education. However, most candidates did not explicitly link these to human rights meaning 
few candidates were reaching level 3. At the weaker end candidates provided examples of 
human rights abuses around the world but failed to link them with political corruption.

There were also some misconceptions from the students regarding the relationship between 
styles of government and corruption, there were assumptions made that authoritarian or 
communist regimes are fundamentally corrupt suggesting that candidates did not fully 
understand this part of the specification.
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6 marks are scored here. The candidate begins by exploring the impact 
that political corruption can have on freedom of speech, with an 
example of Korea. The supporting evidence provided is factually 
incorrect and not plausible as the deaths of 2.5 million were a result of 
the Korean War.

The second reason explored is that GDP is being used to fund 
government salaries. The data provided is factually correct and they 
then link the potential impacts of this to issues in the national judiciary 
system. This link is not fully developed but the issue of the right to 
justice is a valid point.

The candidate continues to adopt a case study approach to the 
question by exploring political corruption in The Gambia linked to the 
right to vote and the issues of not prioritising healthcare. The final 
paragraph holds merit in terms of the shift away from the judiciary 
system being separate from the government and the potential human 
rights violations that can result.

Overall the candidate has a good understanding of political corruption 
and how this can impact human rights. However, there are areas that 
lack full clarity of explanation and factual inaccuracies which are not 
plausible.

Centres are advised to look at the different types of political corruption 
in more depth and how these may impact human rights. Forms of 
political corruption can include bribery, lobbying, cronyism, nepotism 
and embezzlement to name a few.
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Question 5 (d)

Candidates overall performed well in this question predominately because they brought in 
evaluation by suggesting other methods that were more successful in improving human 
development. However, some candidates struggled to link the impact of direct or other 
interventions explicitly to human development, instead preferring to link them to impacts of 
human rights instead.

Most level 2 and 3 responses have some understanding of direct military intervention and 
had supporting examples to evidence the impact. Weaker candidates struggled to evaluate 
the impact on human development and often simply provided a narrative of events. Better 
candidates made good use of examples and supporting evidence to consider the merits of 
military intervention, whilst also recognising that there have been very different outcomes in 
different events.

On the whole most candidates suggested that direct military intervention was not the most 
effective method to improve human development with examples of Afghanistan and Iraq 
being the most commonly used case studies. Some candidates did attempt to include the 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine and Russia, but candidates struggled to link this to the question in 
a meaningful way.
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14 marks were scored here. The introduction outlines the candidate 
A01 on the concepts of human development and interventions. This is 
helpful in this case as the candidate has a clear understanding of the 
different component parts of human development that could be 
explored in the question.

The candidate begins by discussing the role of direct military 
intervention in Afghanistan and the outlines the role of the Taliban 
here prior to the US intervention. The link to development is less 
clearly articulated with regards to the impact of the military 
intervention at the time, but there is then some discussion of the 
impact of the withdrawal of the US and the subsequent impact on 
levels of education as a result. There is a missed opportunity here for 
the candidate to explore the impact of these declining education levels 
on the wider economy/ trade for example.

The second example is the Iraq invasion and the impacts of death of 
civilians and mass migration from the country. This is then linked to 
the strain on the UK resources which is drifting off the question focus.

The candidate then poses the idea that direct military intervention is 
more effective than trade embargoes, giving the example of the Russia 
embargo to support. This is cleverly pushed back in terms of declining 
human development levels in countries such as the UK, but it is an 
unsubstantiated statement meaning the candidate does not fully 
develop this idea. The idea that direct military intervention in this case 
would have done more is also under-developed.

The conclusion outlines that direct military intervention is the most 
successful, however the candidate hasn’t provided the evidence fully to 
support this statement. Overall, the candidate demonstrate 
geographical knowledge and understanding that is mostly relevant and 
accurate. It is however a partial but coherent response that focuses on 
improvements in human development.
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Candidates should be exposed to a wider range of supporting evidence 
when considering the impacts of both direct and other forms of 
intervention. These should help the candidates to judge the success of 
the interventions both against human development and human rights. 
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Question 6 (a)

Candidates demonstrated lots of knowledge on the topic of migration and assimilation, 
however, many struggled to use this to provide clear explanation about the reasons for 
different rates of assimilation. Some candidates simply wrote about migration, whilst others 
strayed into providing too much example detail without suggesting why this would lead to 
high or low rates of assimilation. Those candidates that did focus on assimilation tended to 
provide quite simplistic reasons, for example, ‘religion’, without consideration for the reasons 
why policies of some host countries discouraged assimilation. The best responses 
demonstrated a clear understanding of the concept of ‘assimilation’ and had a range of 
reasons to explain the differing rates, this was often supported with short exemplification 
leading to additional marks being awarded.
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4 marks were awarded here. The question did not ask candidates to 
focus on ‘one’ reason and therefore the candidate was awarded marks 
for each clear reason. The candidate comments on the differing levels 
of government support (1) and this is exemplified with clear detail of 
the Norwegian government approach (1). The candidate goes on to 
explain why this would result in higher levels of assimilation as they 
can increase their employment prospects and form social connections 
(1). The candidate then gives a second reason of high levels of 
xenophobia resulting in migrants being reluctant to integrate (1).

The use of supporting examples is encouraged but need to be used to 
extend on an initial reason/idea, rather than just repeated information 
or in depth case study detail which lacks application to the question 
set.
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Question 6 (b)

Candidates on the whole were able to make sensible suggestions regarding the need 
countries had for migrants to do low skilled jobs in countries with low GDP. However, many 
found it difficult to take this explanation further – and show how the economy might change 
as a result. Level 3 responses had a clearer focus on other causes, such as a country’s 
migration policy and subsequently went on to make clear links to the types of job being 
done, with associated productivity. The best responses recognised how some countries could 
have quite specific socio-economic or demographic reasons for allowing migrants, eg ageing 
population. Candidates need to remember that with a 6 mark resource based 'suggest’, the 
ideas must be rooted in the evidence provided in the figure – the ideas proposed must at 
least ‘hold true’ to the resource, and certainly not contradict.

1 mark is awarded here. The candidate shows a basic understanding of 
the relationship between the two variables shown in Figure 5, however 
there are no plausible reasons suggested. Instead the candidate 
focuses on rural-urban migration which would not explain the increase 
in the percentage of foreign-born migrants and their contributions to a 
country's GDP per capita.

Overall, isolated or generic elements of geographical knowledge and 
understanding.
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Consider the scale in which the question has been phrased. In this 
case the question and resource focuses on international migration, not 
internal migration.
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6 marks are awarded here. The candidate clearly understands the 
relationship between the two variables. A range of reasons for the 
relationship are then suggested, beginning with the increase in skills 
base. The candidate recognises the typical demographic profile of 
migrants and links this to the increased contribution to the economy 
resulting in a positive multiplier effect.

Secondly the candidate comments upon the role of a country’s 
migration policy and how this can result in selective selection of skilled 
migrants resulting in a higher GDP. Finally, this candidate does attempt 
to address the other end of the relationship shown if migration is not 
encouraged then the country could end up being switched off to global 
trade and migration flows.

Whilst the core periphery idea is appropriate to this question it 
remains undeveloped by the candidate. However, responses should be 
positively marked, and this section of the response does not 
undermine the candidates’ response.

Questions with the command word ‘suggest’ require candidates to 
identify plausible reasons to the unfamiliar context provided. 
Candidates should try to consider a range of ideas allowing them to 
move into the level 3 marking criteria.
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Question 6 (c)

Candidates performed well on this question with most able to give two clear reasons with 
supporting examples of how borders were contested in practice. There was good 
understanding shown about the role of colonialism in establishing unfair borders and the 
best responses had clarity over how this resulted in the division of ethnic groupings through 
examples such as Rwanda, as well as the role of Exclusive Economic Zones in the Arctic. 
Where candidates did drop marks, it was because of a narrow range of ideas, for example, 
only providing one possible explanation.
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7 marks are scored here. The candidate explores a range of reasons 
why national borders are contested. Natural resources are the first 
reason explained and the rationale for why they are contested is 
explained, ie the role of these in economic development. This is 
exemplified through the examples of the Arctic and the Spratly Islands 
in the South China Sea. These examples are not detailed but provide 
the reader with places where borders are contested.

The second reason explored is the role of colonialism and the creation 
of geometric borders without consideration of cultural or ethnic 
factors. There is clear explanation regarding how these borders have 
come to be contested ie since these countries have gained 
independence and an example of the Rwandan genocide is given in 
support.

Finally, the candidate explores the role of superpowers and their 
expansionist ideals through Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
invasion of Ukraine. A plausible rationale is given for this border being 
contested.

Overall, whilst the examples used are not fully detailed, they do 
provide a sense of place through which the candidate has explored a 
range of appropriate reasons for the contested nature of borders. 
Thereby, hitting the level 3 criteria of a broad range of geographical 
ideas, however, not achieving full marks due to the examples not being 
fully detailed.

The specification in 8B.4 explicitly states the need for candidates to 
study a range of national borders, including those resulting from 
colonial history, historical development and physical geography.
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Question 6 (d)

This question proved to be a good discriminator when awarding marks, and candidates are 
reminded that the AO balance of GCE Geography is tilted towards forming an argument and 
evaluation rather than simple recitation of case study knowledge. Many candidates scored 
within level 3 because they embraced the opportunity to 'flip the question' and also consider 
how environmental issues might have been handled better than economic. Stronger answers 
recognised all four scenarios and also widened the scope to include various globalisation 
organisations.

Weaker answers were constrained by their confusion of Bretton Woods (a conference) and 
the organisations themselves, perhaps limiting themselves to 2-3 post-war institutions. These 
candidates also saw the impact of the World Bank, International Monetary Fund and World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) in a purely positive light, without considering the wider 
implications of these global organisations.

CITES, Montreal Protocol and Paris Agreement were the most frequent examples of 
environmental management; economic issues were mainly explained through the lens of 
Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) and the International Monetary Fund. Candidates 
who achieved the highest marks managed to constrain their story telling, and focussed 
clearly on the issue, impact of the work that been done, allowing themselves time to make 
clear comparisons between the different organisations.
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This essay scores 17 marks. The essay has many positives as the 
candidate demonstrates good geographical knowledge and 
understanding to produce a coherent and supported argument. The 
focus of the question is clear from the start, where a range of global 
organisations are introduced covering both the economic and 
environmental theme of the question. The candidate outlines at the 
start that economic problems are more effectively dealt with than 
environmental problems showing a clear focus on the question set. 
Economic issues are explored through the study of Uganda and the 
role of the HIPC scheme. A clear benefit of this is explored and the 
supporting evidence is provided. There are evaluative comments at the 
end of this section as the success of this has been judged by the fact it 
was subsequently rolled out to around 20 other Sub-Saharan 
countries. The candidate then contrasts the success of the HIPC with 
that of the experience of Jamaica where the implementation of the SAP 
led to a range of negative issues. The evaluative judgement is less 
effective here but the example is well applied.

The candidate then moves onto environmental organisations with the 
focus being on MEA, here there is clear understanding of the 
limitations these types of organisations face due to their lack of 
political influence and the prioritising of economic development over 
the environment. The candidate then uses COP21 to highlight the 
ineffectiveness of global organisations in this respect, highlighting that 
it is not legally binding and there has been limited progress to date.

The candidates’ conclusion then tries to pull together the examples 
provided and makes some attempt to evaluate these but words such 
as ‘generally’ are not particularly helpful. Whilst the candidate has 
attempted to evaluate throughout the response there are areas where 
this is more successful than others.

When writing a conclusion, it is important to 'get off the fence' and 
have a definite answer to show you have true understanding of the 
question. You do not need to list each point made in your argument or 
introduce new information at this stage.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance of this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure you understand the differences in the command words particularly the ‘assess’ and 
‘evaluate’ questions.
Ensure you have a glossary of key terms of the specification – several candidates were 
unsure of the meaning of the word perception.
Ensure that in the 20-mark evaluate question both sides of the argument are treated 
equally, this will ensure your response is balanced and has a coherent argument.
Where a maths question states that you must show your workings out, this is because a 
mark will be assigned to this. Therefore do not just state the answer, as even if correct you 
will not gain full marks.
Use paragraphs in every answer on this paper, except the 3-mark and 4-mark questions.
Make sure each paragraph on the assess and evaluate questions has a mini conclusion 
where evaluation/assessment is clear and there is a link back to the question.
When provided with a resource for a stimulus, consider what knowledge you have that 
could be applied to the unfamiliar context.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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