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Tropical environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

1 (a) State and explain the similarities and differences between monsoon and seasonally humid 
tropical climates. [10]

 (b) Describe and explain the development of landforms that are found in areas of tropical karst 
(limestone). [15]

2 (a) Describe the types and structures of the vegetation found in tropical savanna areas. [10]

 (b) Fig. 1 shows the location of some human activities in areas of tropical rainforest in South-east 
Asia.

  Explain the likely impact of these activities upon the tropical rainforest ecosystem. [15]

Coastal environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

3 (a) Using diagrams, describe different types of coral reef and atoll. Explain the conditions required 
for their existence. [10]

 (b) What are the main physical factors that influence the erosion of coasts? How far can these 
physical factors be controlled? [15]

4 (a) Fig. 2 shows some features of a sand and shingle beach.

  Explain the formation of the beach features shown on Fig. 2. [10]

 (b) Explain the extent to which human activities might affect the deposition of sediment along 
coasts. [15]
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Hazardous environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

5 (a) Describe the methods used to predict volcanic eruptions. [10]

 (b) Outline the methods used to predict earthquakes. Discuss whether these methods of earthquake 
prediction are more or less successful in limiting the loss of life than those used for predicting 
volcanic eruptions. [15]

6 (a) Fig. 3 shows the development of a tornado within a thunderstorm.

  Describe the nature of tornadoes and explain how they develop. [10]

 (b) Explain the extent to which the hazardous effects of tornadoes are different from those of a 
tropical cyclone (hurricane). [15]

Arid and semi-arid environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

7 (a) Using one or more examples, describe the causes and environmental consequences of 
desertification. [10]

 (b) Describe and evaluate measures that might be employed to restore areas that have suffered 
desertification. [15]

8 Fig. 4 shows some landforms of part of the southern Sahara.

 (a) Briefly describe and explain the landforms in Fig. 4 that have been produced by wind action.
 [10]

 (b) Describe and explain those landforms in Fig. 4 that have been produced by water action.  
Explain what evidence on Fig. 4 suggests that these landforms may have been produced in a 
wetter past. [15]
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