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Production, location and change

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

1 (a) Fig. 1 shows change in the areas growing wheat and speciality crops in the Prairies of Canada 
between 1993–5 and 2001–3. Canada is an MEDC in North America. 

 (i) Using Fig. 1, name the province which experienced the greatest absolute changes in 
cultivated area. [1]

 (ii) Explain why increasing transport costs made growing wheat less attractive to farmers in 
the Prairies. [4]

 (iii) Many farmers in the Prairies, who traditionally had grown grain crops, started to raise 
cattle and pigs also. Suggest the possible advantages of this change in agricultural land-
use and practices. [5]

 (b) How far do you agree that the extension of cultivation in an area has limited potential to 
increase agricultural production? [15]

2 (a) Explain why it is easy for businesses in the informal sector to start small, but difficult for them 
to grow large. [10]

 (b) Assess the importance of location to manufacturing companies in the formal sector. [15]

Environmental management

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

3 (a) Fig. 2 shows energy consumption per person, by country, in 2007.

 (i) Explain three limitations of the information shown in Fig. 2. [5]

 (ii) Suggest reasons for the very high level of energy consumption (6.0 toe or more per 
person) in some parts of the world in Fig. 2. [5]

 (b) With the help of examples, examine the arguments in favour of, and the arguments against, 
the use of renewable sources of energy. [15]

4 With reference to one environment which is protected from the risk of degradation:

 (a) describe why the environment needed protection; [10]

 (b) assess the effectiveness of the measures put in place for its protection. [15]
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Global interdependence

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

5 (a) With the help of examples, explain why the trading partners of countries change over time.
 [10]

 (b) Assess the consequences for LEDCs of dependence on the export of a small number of 
products. [15]

6 (a) Fig. 3 shows changes in numbers of tourists visiting Australia in 2008.

  What factors help to explain changes in tourist arrivals, such as those shown in Fig. 3? [10]

 (b) To what extent is tourism sustainable in one tourist area or resort you have studied? [15]

Economic transition

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

7 (a) Outline the international spatial division of labour and explain why it occurs. [10]

 (b) With the help of examples, consider the factors which help countries to develop economically.
 [15]

8 (a) Fig. 4 shows life expectancy and GDP per person in China.

 (i) Describe the relationship shown in Fig. 4, supporting the response with information from 
the figure. [5]

 (ii) For either life expectancy or GDP per person explain the advantages and limitations of 
its use as a measure of inequality. [5]

 (b) How may regional disparities in social and economic development within countries be reduced? 
Support your response with examples. [15]
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