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Guidance for candidates

The Assignment for Unit 2967 comprises 15% of the A Level Award. Your assignment should reflect the 
social content of the unit:

 • Ideologies and Values
 • Explanation and Evaluation of Human Behaviour
 • The Relationship between Law, Culture and Ethics

Assignment Brief

Extract from the UN Charter

“To ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force 
shall not be used, save in the common interest.”

The theme is to explore the justification for the use of armed force by nations or groups and consider 
whether the justification ‘in the common interest’, offered in the UN charter, has been abused or used 
properly in accordance with the high ideals of the founders of the UN. Examples of the use of armed 
force are suggested below, but the list is not intended to be in any way prescriptive.

ETA in Spain – the Basque separatist issue
Kosovo – the NATO intervention
Afghanistan
Iraq – both or either of the two recent conflicts
The Falklands War
Sudan – the civil war
Rwanda – the Tutsi/Hutu conflict and genocide
Congo
Cambodia
Vietnam
Liberia

(a) Identify an occasion in recent decades when armed force has been used, where some or all of 
the participants have argued they have been acting in the “common interest”. Examine why the 
situation has led to armed force being used.

(b) Explore different viewpoints on the justification for the use of armed force in the case specified, 
sampling a range of groups and views.

(c) Outline the response you might expect from people of different political perspectives towards this 
issue.

(d) Suggest your personal response to the issue, having considered both ideological and pragmatic 
approaches.
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Specification of responses

Project reports should normally include:

 • a title
 • a review of the evidence and the development of the topic
 • a plan
 • coherent use of appropriate terms
 • clear tabulation of any data collected
 • analysis of the issues raised
 • appropriate illustrative material such as graphs, charts, statistics and photographs
 • clarification of the dilemmas raised
 • critical analysis of the methods used and the recognition of facts and opinions
 • relevant conclusions and an assessment of the reliability of results
 • a list of the source materials used (which may include the Internet and CD ROM).

The report has a maximum word limit of 3000 words, which includes a short synopsis (about 50 words) 
and appendices.

Submission of your assignment

Make sure your name and centre number are on each page of your assignment.

Put your work in order and number all pages. Prepare a contents page and a short synopsis.

If you wish to use your assignment as key skills evidence, you should keep an electronic or hard copy.

Hand your completed assignment to your teacher.
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Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations, is given to all schools that receive assessment material and is freely available to download from our public 
website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1PB. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.
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