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Introduction
Most candidates responded well to the paper. There were few answer spaces left blank. 
More candidates seemed to have had some preparation as shown by the improvement in 
AO3 scores in some questions. 

The exam followed a similar structure to previous years and made comparable demands 
on the candidates. Both sources proved to be accessible and relevant to the majority of 
candidates. The longer questions, such as the two mini-essays and the long essay, were 
answered particularly well.

Section A

The source for this section was an article exploring modern transport issues - in particular 
driverless cars and intelligent transport systems. The article was an opinion piece with the 
author arguing that more research should be done on intelligent transport systems, or 
the 'automotive social network' as he described it, rather than producing better driverless 
vehicles. The obvious bias of the piece did give scope for candidates to score well at AO3 
in question 6. Candidates responded positively to the topic and showed an excellent 
appreciation of the issues involved.

Section B

The source for this section was another article exploring the differences in the gender 
roles of men and women and the factors influencing them. One aspect of it was an 
investigation of the 'nature-nurture' debate but it also included an examination of the 
scientific procedures involved in trying to determine how gender roles are created. 
Candidates also responded positively to this topic and produced some excellent discussions 
about the role of gender in modern society.

Section C

Twice as many candidates attempted question 13 than question 12 but there was a wide 
range of well-balanced and knowledgeable essays on both topics. Candidates, in general, 
made serious attempts to produce essays of a high standard, using a good breadth of well-
organised evidence, discussed at great length in some cases, and reached satisfactory and 
well-justified conclusions. Candidates were well aware of the important issues involved. 
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Question 1
A straightforward question to start the exam. Driverless cars are very much in the 
news at present as the technology has reached the point where it is being rigorously 
tested on roads. This question is asking candidates to consider the possible advantages 
and disadvantages of driverless vehicles. This was answered well with many students 
scoring three or four marks. There were more marks given for advantages rather than 
disadvantages - the increased safety aspect and restrictions on drivers being the most 
popular answers. The expense and the possible increase in the number of unemployed 
drivers were the most popular correct disadvantages given. Quite a few suggested that 
driverless cars would be more dangerous as they might be more prone to technological 
failures leading to car crashes and dire consequences for the occupants. This was not 
accepted as this would only be a rare event as the extensive testing of the cars and their 
software would probably eliminate any such possibilities. It was also suggested that these 
cars would not react as quickly as human drivers in such a situation as someone stepping 
in front of the car. However, these cars will be well-equipped with sensors, will probably be 
much more sensitive to changes in the environment and certainly react faster than humans 
as stated in the source ('responding to all surprises with a gentle deceleration').

This example is worth 2 marks.
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This is a good response which is worth 4 marks.

There is 1 mark for the first advantage but not the 2nd - following a GPS route  
is not a unique feature of driverless cars. Similarly, the first disadvantage does  
not gain a mark as driverless cars will probably be able to react much more quickly  
than human drivers. The second disadvantage is good for the second mark.

Examiner Comments

2 marks for the two advantages given - drivers being able to do other things  
whilst driving is a clear advantage. Driverless cars will also probably reduce  
the number of accidents due to human error.
2 marks for the two disadvantages stated - driverless cars will certainly be  
rather expensive. This candidate also makes a good point about the effects  
of possible DIY repairs making these cars more dangerous.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Questions about the nature of an inductive argument have been a common feature of 
General Studies' papers for several years now, so it is surprising that there is a sizeable 
proportion of candidates who still do not seem to fully understand this type of argument. 
However, many candidates have obviously been taught this well as they were able to pick 
up two or three marks here. Others, in contrast, only made vague comments about it being 
'just an opinion' or 'it lacks evidence'. Some candidates were not able to correctly state any 
of the features of an inductive argument but they were able to pick up marks by correctly 
identifying specific observations from the source and the generalisation that followed 
on from these premises to the idea of an automotive social network.

.This is a poor example that does not gain any marks.

.

This answer includes one of the most common misunderstandings about  
inductive argument - that it is just an opinion. This is incorrect and there is  
no identification of any relevant evidence from the source, so no marks can  
be awarded

Examiner Comments
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Here is a better example that gained all 3 marks.

Here there is a clear statement correctly defining an inductive argument as  
taking a specific piece of information and generalising from it. An example  
of each is also given for 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Questions about types of argument - such as inductive and analogy -  
are a common feature of General Studies exams. It is strongly recommended  
that you make a specific effort to learn about these arguments - how to  
recognise them and what their strengths and weaknesses are in particular.

Examiner Tip



8 GCE General Studies 3 6GS03 01

Question 3
As this unit is called 'Change and Progress' it is no surprise to see that questions about 
progress are a regular feature of the exam. So it is disappointing that there are still a 
number of candidates who do not seem able to give a clear definition of progress. There 
was a mark available in this question for a general comment about the nature of progress 
but few students scored this mark. Most were able to score at least one mark for selecting 
some evidence from the source relating to the advancement in technology that has resulted 
from the lengthy research and development efforts that have produced driverless cars. 
Other aspects of progress such as the improved safety on roads, the improvement in the 
human condition from wasting less time driving, and the increased communication and 
interactivity of the automotive social network were rarely mentioned by candidates. Some 
candidates also seemed to forget that the question did ask for evidence to be used from the 
source and instead wasted time giving lengthy discussions about the nature of progress.

This answer is worth 1 mark.

The reference to ‘highly advanced technology’ and ‘never been done before’  
gives the idea of technological improvement which is a correct interpretation  
of the nature of progress for 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gained 2 marks.

This is a good answer - there is a reference in the second line about ‘making  
it easier for humans to move about’  which is good for the mark point about  
improving the human condition. There is also a reference to a movement away  
from humans being needed to drive cars which is a good indication of technological  
improvement. The statement about progress being a movement forward in society  
is not sufficient for the general mark about progress; there needs to be an additional  
reference to a positive change or improvement in society to merit this mark.

Examiner Comments

If the question asks for evidence to be used from the source then you must  
use quotes or refer to specific passages in order to gain full marks. Some of  
the marks will be allocated for selecting the appropriate evidence.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Some candidates seemed to misunderstand the point of this question and others seemed 
to misunderstand the meaning of the terms 're-landscaped' and 'autonomy'. Many thought 
this question was asking about how roads may have to be redesigned to accommodate 
driverless vehicles whereas it is asking about what has already been done to our roads to 
limit the freedom of drivers. The term 're-landscaped' is suggestive of physical changes such 
as traffic islands, kerbs and speed bumps but the mark scheme was expanded to include 
other aspects of the landscape of the road that posed some kind of restriction on drivers 
such as speed limits, road signs and traffic lights.

This answer scored 2 marks.

Here the first sentence is giving a summary of the question and scoring  
1 mark for one-way roads. There is a second mark for a reference to  
‘bus and taxi only roads’.

Examiner Comments
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Here is a better answer that scored 3 marks.

In this response there are references to speed restrictions, sign posting,  
one-way systems, weight restrictions and width restrictions - all of which  
are worth 1 mark each - maximum 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates do need to look at the number of marks given for a question.  
Many candidates lost marks here because they only mentioned one or two  
examples of driver restrictions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
The source is an article praising the benefits of intelligent transport systems so this question 
is asking candidates to list some of the features of such a system, either from their own 
knowledge or by using evidence from the source. There is quite a lot of relevant evidence 
in the source and many candidates were able to score three or four marks by quoting this. 
Some candidates thought the question was asking for a definition of 'intelligent' whilst 
others seemed to go off at a tangent and focus on one particular point such as public 
transport systems. 

In this example the candidate was credited with 2 marks.

This example gained full marks.

In this answer the candidate has made two good points about intelligent  
transport systems: ‘receives feedback . . . through sensors’ , and ‘ability to  
respond and interact ‘. Both are worth 1 mark each.

Examiner Comments
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This candidate has managed to identify the key features of an intelligent  
tranport system and express them very succinctly. There are marks for  
‘analyse traffic flows/ detect incidents ‘, ‘communicate with the driver’,  
‘alter routes. . .speed limits ‘ and ‘alter. . .signs ‘. Total 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This mini-essay question is a familiar type of question that has been a regular feature 
of 6GS03 exams since the specification was first assessed. It is designed to encourage 
candidates to examine the evidence and arguments used in the source. In this example the 
source is a one-sided opinion piece in favour of more research being done into intelligent 
transport systems and automotive social networks rather than individual self-contained 
driverless cars. Four marks for this question are given for AO2 which is for the quality of the 
candidate's treatment of the evidence - selecting relevant and appropriate evidence from 
the source, discussing and evaluating the author's arguments, examining both sides of the 
author's case and drawing a justified conclusion. Five marks are given for AO3 which is for 
identiftying the types of evidence and arguments used in the source and discussing their 
relative weaknesses and strengths in the context of the author's case. The principal error 
made by many candidates is focusing on the issues raised in the source rather than the 
evidence and arguments used by the author in the presentation of his case - it is not asking 
for a more in-depth discussion of his case.

The performance of many candidates in this question shows a distinct improvement over 
previous years, many scored at least three out of four for AO2 and three or four out of five 
for AO3. They were able to recognise that the source was a biased piece which included little 
relevant factual evidence, just a set of opinions from the author plus some weak arguments 
from induction or analogy.

This is good example that scored full marks.
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In contrast this answer only scored 6 marks.

AO2 - a focused, balanced discussion examining both sides of the  
argument. Good selection of relevant evidence both for and against  
the author’s case. Some evidence evaluated and a well-justified  
conclusion - 4 marks.

AO3 - relevant evidence selected; factual evidence and opinion identified;  
comments on quality of evidence used; comments on the strengths of  
arguments used; appropriate conclusion produced - 5 marks.

AO4 - well written and coherent arguments. Very few errors - 4 marks.

Total 13 marks

Examiner Comments
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AO2 - limited range of evidence used. One-sided discussion which has  
focused on the issue and not on the evidence or arguments used by  
the author. No appropriate comments on the quality of evidence. 2 marks.

AO3 - has selected some evidence from the source but no obvious  
conclusion. 1 mark.

AO4 - reads well, arguments broadly coherent though syntax a little  
clumsy. 3 marks.

Total 6 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question07
Many candidates were able to correctly identify an analogy from the three examples in the 
source. Fewer scored a second or third mark as they were not able to give an appropriate 
weakness of this type of argument. Candidates are still not fully aware of the different types 
of arguments.

This example only gained 1 mark.

A correct analogy has been identified - 1 mark. However, ‘isn’t a good  
comparison’ is too vague so there is no mark for the weakness.

Examiner Comments
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This example scored 2 marks.

Analogy correctly identified for 1 mark. There is also an appropriate  
weakness given - ‘very limited similarities’ and then the answer goes  
on to explain why they are really very different - 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
There were quite a few blank responses for this question and many candidates did not 
score more than one or two marks. Many were able to get a mark for describing how other 
evidence that supports a different interpretation of the results would be a valid means 
of challenge. Quite a few referred to falsifiability but that was not really appropriate for 
this question though some did go on to add that scientists would retest or repeat the 
experiments and if they found different results that would also be a significant challenge to 
the original interpretation. There was some relevant evidence quoted in the source about 
the imprecise nature of fMRI technology but only a few candidates wrote about it.

This example only gained 1 mark.

Here the candidate makes one good point that if the scientist gets results  
that contradict the original hypothesis then the latter can be challenged -  
1 mark. This candidate does not seem to have noticed that there were 4  
marks for this question which implies four bullet points.

Examiner Comments

A reminder to candidates that they must consider the number of marks  
for a question. 4 marks suggests they should be looking to make four  
good points in their answer.

Examiner Tip
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This is a better example that scored 3 marks.

There are three good points made in this answer: a reference to small  
sample size; a reference to external factors which may have not been  
taken into account; and a reference to someone else finding different  
results with the same technique that would challenge the original  
research. 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9
This question asks candidates to explain what the phrase 'it is full of the drip, drip, drip of 
the gendered environment' means to them. This was well answered as most candidates 
understood that the phrase is alluding to the underlying social attitudes and expectations 
about gender that pervade our society. Many were able to score 3 or 4 marks for this 
question.

Here is an example that scored full marks.

There are four good points to be found in this answer. On the second line  
‘slowly but surely fed to us’ is a good description of the incessant nature of  
these expectations. Then in the third line ‘unconsciously ‘ is another good  
indication of the subtle and unnoticed way these gender messages are propagated.  
The example of a gendered environment given (‘girls are given dolls etc.’) achieves  
a third mark. The reference to ‘mother image’ identifies the stereotypical nature  
of these roles for a fourth mark.

Examiner Comments
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This example was given 2 marks

.

There are two points in this response that are worth 1 mark - ‘stereotypes’  
mentioned three times, and ‘Females are expected’, references to the social  
expectations of gender roles. This candidate has not given an example of a  
gendered environment from the source as asked by the question, so only  
achieves 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

If a question asks you to give an example from the source to illustrate your  
answer then you must do that if you want to gain full marks. In this example  
the candidate lost out on another mark because they failed to do that.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
This is another AO3 question that, like question 6, is asking candidates to critically examine 
the evidence and arguments used by Professor Rippon in the source to justify her 
conclusion. Once again a number of candidates misread or misunderstood the question and 
focused their discussion on the issues involved rather than the quality of the evidence. Many 
candidates only scored one or two marks for this question. Some candidates recognised 
that the Professor of neuroscience is an authority but that some of her claims were merely 
assertions and not backed up with evidence. There was some factual evidence presented 
from scientific studies as well as some opinion, and some of her more emotive statements 
are suggestive of bias.

A long answer which only scores 1 mark.



26 GCE General Studies 3 6GS03 01

 
Here is a good answer which scored 4 marks.

This candidate has only discussed the issues of Professor Rippon’s case  
though they do look at the pros and cons. However, there are no comments  
on the quality or types of evidence or arguments. The only AO3 mark that  
can be given is for the selection of relevant evidence from the source. 

Examiner Comments

If a question asks you to examine the evidence and arguments used in  
a source then you must learn to recognise it as an AO3 question. Then  
you must comment on the types of evidence or arguments used, and  
also comment on the strengths and weaknesses of such evidence.

Examiner Tip
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There are four AO3 marks to be found in this answer. There is relevant evidence 
 selected in the first three lines. This evidence is identified as opinion and therefore 
 subjective - for the second mark. An argument from authority is identified for a 
 third mark. Finally, a fourth mark can be given for the recognition of possible 
 bias mentioned in the last line.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11
This type of mini-essay is designed to encourage candidates to develop a balanced 
argument showing awareness of different viewpoints. However, there were many answers 
to this question which were not well-balanced and as a result their AO2 score was limited 
to level 2 which has a maximum of 6 marks. Most seemed to focus on the traditional 
stereotypes, especially in the treatment of children or in the home or at work. Some 
answers merely expanded on some of the issues arising out of the source which again limits 
their AO2 score to 6 marks. Others developed themes with a more historical perspective 
and examined the changing attitudes over the past century. Relatively few mentioned the 
more modern concepts of gender being a social construct or the recent phenomenon of 
'gender fluidity'. 

There were some candidates who thought that this was an AO3 question, though there was 
no reference to evidence or arguments in the question.

This answer scored 10 marks in total.
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This is an answer which discusses some aspects of gender and its influence  
on the roles of men and women in society but in a rather unbalanced way.  
It only seems to explore one viewpoint - that of gender roles being mainly  
influenced by environment. AO2 - top of level 2 for 6 marks. 

AO4 - answer is well-written, it reads fluently and the arguments are coherent  
- no obvious mistakes, so 4 marks. 

Total 10 marks

Examiner Comments
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This answer scored 12 marks in total.
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A balanced discussion using a wide range of evidence, both from the  
source and their own knowledge, which is examined from different  
viewpoints. Some of the evidence has been critically developed and  
evaluated. AO2 - top of level 3, 9 marks.

AO4 - well-written and coherent arguments but a number of spelling  
and grammar mistakes, 3 marks.

Total 12 marks.

Examiner Comments



33GCE General Studies 3 6GS03 01

Question 12
The least popular of the two essays but those who attempted it tended to score slightly 
higher than those doing question 13. Many who did attempt it produced some excellent 
well-balanced and detailed discussions about the various economic indicators and different 
measures of economic progress with examples from a variety of countries. Many were also 
able to include useful considerations about the meaning of progress and the difficulties 
of trying to compare rates of progress in different cultures and economic systems. Some 
did become a little repetitive about the subjective nature of happiness as an indicator, and 
others discussed ways of measuring happiness/GDP without linking it to progress.

This is a good example that scored 22 marks overall.
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AO1/2 - a wide range of evidence used in a balanced discussion with  
well-developed arguments and a justified conclusion. Low level 4 - 15 marks.

AO3 - reference to subjective nature of happiness and a conclusion - 2 marks.

AO4 - reads clearly, arguments are lucid and well-developed - 5 marks.

Total 22 marks

Examiner Comments
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This essay scored 16 marks.
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AO1/2 - limited range of evidence used, resulting in unbalanced discussion  
though several pertinent points raised. Mid-level 3 - 10 marks.

AO3 - credit given for reference to survey respondents lying, plus  
a conclusion - 2 marks.

AO4 - broadly understandable, reads well and arguments easy  
to follow - 4 marks.

Examiner Comments



41GCE General Studies 3 6GS03 01

Question 13
The most popular of the two essays but many candidates seemed to stop short of really 
developing their arguments for and against medical euthanasia. Some tended to focus 
rather narrowly on issues such as the emotional distress it caused to families or the financial 
burdens on the NHS. Religion, morality and the law were also common themes explored by 
many. Trips to Switzerland also featured regularly. Many candidates produced well-balanced 
discussions, using evidence from at least two different disciplines, looking at both sides of 
the arguments for and against euthanasia, and produced well justified conclusions.

This is a weak example that only scored 13 marks.
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AO1/2 - limited evidence used though there is an attempt at some balance  
and there is a conclusion. Low Level 3 = 8 marks.

AO3 - factual evidence identified plus a conclusion, 2 marks.

AO4 - broadly understandable but arguments not very coherent and  
a lack of punctuation, so 3 marks.

Total 13 marks

Examiner Comments
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A very good answer which scored 26 marks.
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AO1/2 - a well-balanced argument that uses a wide range of evidence  
and there is some evaluation, so a good Level 4 = 17 marks.

AO3 - identifies subjective evidence, quotes factual evidence (the law)  
and there is a conclusion, 3 marks.

AO4 - clearly written, coherent arguments, complex sentences - some  
spelling mistakes, 6 marks.

Total 26 marks

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Read the question carefully. Then read it again and highlight any key words. Many 
candidates are still losing marks because they have misinterpreted the question or 
misunderstood what the question is actually asking. 

•	 Check the number of marks given for a question. This should be part of exam 
technique.  Candidates are losing marks because they are not developing sufficient 
points in their answers to cover all the marks for a question. 

•	 Applying AO3 criteria needs to be practised thoroughly - use past papers or try 
analysing articles in the press.

•	 Draw up a plan for the longer questions, even if it's just a simple list or spider diagram.

•	 Poor handwriting in exams is still a concern. If an examiner finds it difficult to read what 
a candidate has written, they will also find it difficult to award the appropriate marks. 
Please write as clearly and legibly as possible.  
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on  
this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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