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Introduction
Overall, candidates responded well to the paper and very few answer spaces were left blank. 
Most questions were straightforward but one or two did pose challenges. Many candidates 
appeared to have been well prepared and were able to produce well-reasoned and well-
informed responses. Inevitably there were some candidates who seemed to be out of their 
depths and some who misinterpreted some of the questions in Section B. Pleasingly there 
were very few inappropriate or unpleasant responses this year.

Section A

There was a good response to the questions in this section which showed that candidates 
are very aware of the environmental issues relating to climate change and the exploitation 
of fossil fuel reserves in the Arctic.

Section B

The source for this section in this year's paper was an example of social research survey 
data investigating changes in public attitudes as to whether religious leaders should be 
involved with politics. There was more statistical information being presented than usual 
and this seemed to create problems for some candidates when identifying and analysing the 
relevant data for some of the questions.

Section C

Twice as many candidates attempted question 13 than question 14 but there was a wealth 
of well-developed and knowledgeable essays on both topics. Candidates seemed well 
aware of the issues involved in both debates and many produced balanced and perceptive 
discussions using a wide range of evidence and achieved high scores as a result.
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Question 1
An accessible question and most candidates were able to distinguish fact from opinion to 
score 2 marks for 1(a) and 1(b). Some thought that the sentence, "we are ready to respond 
to a spill within 60 minutes, 24 hours a day" is factual whereas it is actually an opinion. 
Candidates were less successful with 1(c), “a conclusion or statement based on evidence” 
and where they were wrong they often quoted the same sentence about the 60 minutes 
response time.

Question 2
This was answered very well with "reckless" and "irresponsible" being identified as key 
words in many cases and most candidates scored 2 or 3 marks.

Most candidates were able to identify the criticisms, some in a more developed way 
than others ranging from a few words to direct quotes to thorough explanations. Some 
candidates lost marks by stating that Shell was mainly responsible for global warming and 
the melting of the sea ice, or by using other quotes from the source.

This is one of few items which was awarded a score of 1 mark.

Point 1 is a criticism made by the Environmental Audit Committee not the 
WWF. It is also not a specific criticism. Point 2 is correct as the candidate 
has spotted the keyword 'reckless'. Point 3 seems to be blaming Shell for 
climate change in general. Total 1 mark

Examiner Comments
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A more typical answer.

Point 1 is, again, a general criticism implying Shell are somehow 
responsible for major climate change and so not worthy of a mark. Point 
2 is an appropriate criticism equivalent to marking point 3 on the mark 
scheme. Point 3 is another mark worthy point as it is an appropriate 
criticism of Shell's damaged containment system. Total 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
Most candidates seemed to grasp the main point of this question that this report carried a 
lot of weight because it had been produced by a group of MPs in a parliamentary committee, 
though many failed to spot the significance of it being a cross-party group. 

Some also noticed the relevance of the timing as the publication of the report coincided with 
the release of data confirming the extent of the decline of Arctic sea ice.

The other point that was also correctly identified by some candidates is the nature of the 
environmental problem, i.e. the disappearance of Arctic sea ice, is by itself a serious concern 
that needs to be addressed by governments and oil companies. Marks were also available 
to candidates for any further development of any of the points in the mark scheme. So, for 
example, some were able to score marks for mentioning that the committee report is an 
argument from authority or that the figures from the US National Snow and Ice Data Centre 
are scientific or factual evidence.

An example which gained all 3 marks.

This answer gains 1 mark for stating that the committee is made up of MPs, 
which is equivalent to the first marking point on the mark scheme. A 2nd 
mark was given for the additional development of this point about the 'sense 
of authority'. The candidate also gained a 3rd mark for the comment about 
the Arctic could be free of summer sea ice in the future which is equivalent to 
marking point 4 on the mark scheme.

Examiner Comments
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This answer was awarded two marks.

 

This answer gains 1 mark in the first paragraph for the quote, 
"coincides with the release of newly announced record low figures 
for arctic sea ice”, which matches the 2nd mark point in the 
mark scheme. There is also an additional mark for developing 
this point with the comment about the figures being empirical 
and factual evidence. There is no mark for the second paragraph 
about the “polar expert's opinion” as this is not relevant to the 
Environmental Audit Committee. Total 2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
An equally accessible question asking candidates to identify three specific oil spill-related 
problems from Source 1A. However, many candidates only scored 2 marks as they quoted or 
paraphrased the sentence from line 3, "technical solutions are helping us to reduce the risk 
of oil leaking into the ocean..." This is a generalised aspiration and not a specific problem for 
which they have developed a specific technique to counter.

This example only gained 1 mark

Points 1 and 3 are generalised assertions from the passage, not 
specific oil spill-related problems as requested by the question. 
Point 2 describes a particular problem about pressure dropping 
in the pipes during a spillage and for which solutions have been 
developed and so is worth a mark. Total 1 mark

Examiner Comments
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This answers gained 2 marks.

Points 1 and 2 are relevant problems which match 
mark points 1 and 3 on the mark scheme. Point 3 is 
again too general to be worth a mark. Total 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
Many candidates lost marks here by discussing examples of ongoing environmental 
problems such as, deforestation, global warming and acid rain being popular choices, rather 
than identifying an environmentally damaging incident. Such answers were therefore limited 
to 2 marks for relevant effects and many only scored 1 by focussing almost exclusively on 
the effects on the environment. Some went into considerable scientific detail about issues 
such as global warming without really looking at the effects.

Good answers referred to a wide range of suitable incidents such as, BP oil spill, Chernobyl, 
Fukushima, Nepal earthquake, tsunamis, hurricanes, forest fires, floods. All these examples 
were mentioned regularly in responses. Many also scored 2 or 3 for discussing different 
kinds of effects on habitats, on people living or working nearby, on public health, and on 
economic matters mainly, although very few candidates scored full marks on this question.

This is an example of a good answer to this question.

This answer gains 1 mark for naming an appropriate 
environmentally damaging incident - Chernobyl. Then gains 
further marks for commenting on various effects such as, on 
public health, on the locals and on the wildlife, to match marking 
points 4, 2 and 1 on the mark scheme. Total 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gained 1 mark.

This answer does not get a mark for 'acid rain' as 
this is an ongoing environmental problem and not an 
example of an environmentally damaging incident. 
However this answer does make reference to the 
effects of acid rain on wildlife and so gains 1 mark. 
Total 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

The number of marks given in a question is an 
indication of the number of separate points expected 
in the answer. Here there were 5 marks available; 
if 1 is allocated for the example of an incident that 
leaves 4 for the effects. In your answer you should 
try to give four different effects.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This question asked candidates to use the evidence and arguments in both sources to 
justify the conclusion that climate change is likely to affect the production of fossil fuels in 
the future. Most candidates made some use of evidence from the sources and were able to 
discuss both sides of the argument, though not many were able to reach a conclusion. Quite 
a few misunderstood the point of the question and discussed irrelevant issues such as fossil 
fuels running out, the difficulties of drilling in ice and how oil is formed.

For the AO3 mark many candidates were able to identify relevant evidence from the sources 
but many marks were lost due to there being no conclusion drawn and no comment being 
made on the strengths and weaknesses of the evidence or arguments used in the sources. 
Some candidates have obviously been well-prepared in answering this type of question as 
they were able to recognise that some of the evidence presented was fact or opinion, and 
they also noticed that the sources themselves were probably biased.

This is a good answer which scored 12 marks.
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This answer has considered and critically evaluated the evidence from both 
sources in some depth and has reached an appropriate conclusion - AO2 level 4. 
For AO3, relevant evidence is quoted from the sources. There are references to 
bias in the second paragraph and the quality and authority of the evidence and 
sources in the 3rd. There is also a conclusion so the AO3 mark is 4. For AO4 the 
answer is clear and lucid - 4 marks. Total 12 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gained 6 marks.

This answer does not really use any evidence from the sources but does discuss 
some other limited evidence. This response seems to have missed the point of the 
question and does discuss some issues which are not really relevant and in a rather 
one-sided manner - AO2 2 marks. There is a conclusion implied in the discussion 
so AO3 is 1 mark. AO4 - the answer reads well but there are a few errors of syntax 
and grammar so 3 marks. Total 6 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
This question was well answered by most candidates as they were able to recognise the 
main justification for the survey, that being the monitoring of changes in attitudes and 
beliefs. A large proportion also went on to add that it could also help the government make 
informed decisions and changes to policy that would benefit society as a whole. Quite a 
few quoted directly from the first paragraph of the introduction to the table, “constantly 
monitored and interpreted the British publics changing attitudes…” which matches the first 
marking point very well. Some also quoted the first line about the survey being primary 
social research but this does not get a mark as it is not a justification for the survey.

This answer was awarded 2 marks

Point 1 - a good answer to match the first mark point 
in the mark scheme.

Point 2 - this answer implies the information is 
influential in government decision-making which 
matches the 4th mark point in the mark scheme. 
Total 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is one of few examples which was not awarded any marks.

Here is a typical example which gained 1 mark

Both answers here are too vague; "

to monitor the change and progress of the country..."

 does not specify attitudes and, "allow them to adhere to 
the majority’s views" does not quite make the point that it 
influences government policy. Total 0 marks.

Examiner Comments

Point 1 gets 1 mark for marking point 4 as it clearly says that the 
government is using the information to inform its decision-making. 
Point 2 is confusing this survey with the Census. This survey is about 
attitudes and participants are not required to give their own personal 
details. Total 1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
This question produced a wide range of responses with many candidates scoring full marks. 
The main reasons cited in responses were issues of a religious leader only presenting one 
narrow view, or that there are many religions, or that the country is too multicultural for one 
religious leader to cover all beliefs.

Some candidates struggled to express their ideas clearly and seemed to equate religious 
influence with fundamentalist intolerance or even to talk of civil unrest being caused by the 
imposition of strict religious practices. Quite a few thought that the UK is a secular state, 
which, of course, is technically incorrect, but others did make the relevant point that UK 
society is becoming increasingly secular.

This is a typical example which was awarded 2 marks.

Point 1 gains 1 mark as it refers to the declining 
importance of religion in the UK which matches mark 
point 2 on the mark scheme. Point 2 also gains a 
mark for commenting on the multiplicity of religious 
points of view which matches mark point 4 on the 
mark scheme. Total 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gained 1 mark

There were a quite a few answers which made a similiar point to 
the first point about, "religious leaders not being trained to deal 
with government matters". However it is not a relevant answer to 
this question. The second point gets 1 mark for "many different 
religions" which is satisfactory for marking point 4. Total 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9
Many candidates misinterpreted this question and used their answers to discuss the 
differences between the results from the two surveys.

The question was actually asking them to focus on the sampling process and how this could 
affect the quality of the data collected. Many candidates were able to recognise that the 
difference in sample sizes would have some effect on the analysis. Many also discussed 
representative samples quite well and identified possible sources of sample bias such as 
immigration, multiculturalism, religion and geographical location.

Some candidates also linked sample size and reliability but very few discussed the 
advantages of percentages for making comparisons.

This answer was awarded 1 mark.

Although this answer did make several suggestions 
about the make-up of the survey participants, it was 
only awarded 1 mark for mark point 6 as it repeats 
the same point, that we do not know how the 
samples were selected. Total 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gained 3 marks

The first sentence matches mark point 6 on the mark 
scheme as it is making the point that we do not 
know how the samples were selected. In the middle 
of the paragraph there is a comment about sample 
size and its effect which matches mark point 2. Near 
the bottom there is a reference to the sampling 
being biased which matches mark point 7. Total 3 
marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10
Some candidates attempted to answer this question by referring to the statistics in the 
source but found it difficult to make sense of the data. However, this was not necessary 
as this question was mainly asking why non-religious people are more likely to agree with 
the statement that religious leaders should not try to influence government decisions than 
religious believers.

In some ways this item was very similar to question 8 and many candidates covered similar 
themes in their answers. Popular answers referred to religious leaders forcing their own 
agendas, ideas or beliefs on the general public, as well as non-believers being generally 
wary or mistrustful of religious leaders promoting sectarian or radical views.

Some also mentioned wars, terrorism and religious scandals as turning people against 
religion altogether.

This answer gained 1 mark

The first 4 lines are too vague to get any marks. 
However with the additional comments about radical 
religious ideas there is enough for this answer to 
gain marking point B1 on the mark scheme. Total 1 
mark.

Examiner Comments
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This is a better answer which gained 3 marks.

The first two lines about 'religious leaders having strong values' matches 
mark point B2 on the mark scheme. In the next sentence, 'more likely to 
believe leaders have authority...' - is satisfactory for mark point A3. In the 
final sentence it states, "non-religious people will see religious leaders as 
having no authority...", which matches mark point A1. Total 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11
This question asked candidates to directly compare the data from both years to assess 
any changes to the rates of agreement with the survey question among different groups of 
religious believers. 

Many candidates quoted relevant figures from the tables but struggled to clearly express the 
significant points of change in the comparison. Some were confused about which data to use 
and tended to quote either the ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ figures, whereas others made good 
use of both sets to make more accurate and valid comparisons. 

Most picked up the point that the increase was across the board and many were also able 
to score a mark for quoting some relevant data to illustrate the increase. Fewer candidates 
spotted which groups increased the most or least.

Many candidates did speculate on the reasons for these increases and even though this was 
not specifically demanded by the question, relevant responses were credited in the mark 
scheme. A popular answer was the decline of the role of religion in society.

Here is a particularly good answer for this question

In the 2nd sentence it states that, “all of the 
religions showed an increase...” which matches mark 
point 1 on the mark scheme. Then it adds, “largest 
increase… other Christians… by over 10%” which is a 
satisfactory response for mark points 4 and 2. Finally 
it also gets mark point 3 for stating that the smallest 
increase was for Catholics. Total 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer gained 2 marks

The reference to 10.7% increase for Anglicans is 
a correct use of the figures for mark point 2 on 
the mark scheme. The answer also adds that, 'all 
the religious groups increase' to get another mark 
point 1. Total 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12
A significant number of candidates failed to notice that the statement, "religious leaders 
should be politically involved" is a converse of the question in the survey. This led to 
candidates selecting incorrect and contradictory data in their answers as they used the 
‘agree’ and ‘strongly agree’ data from the source, whereas the only relevant data for this 
question are the ‘disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’ percentages. 

In addition, a fair proportion of candidates did not seem to be familiar with the different 
Christian groups. For example, some did not realise that Roman Catholics and Anglicans are 
also Christians and a few did not understand the term ‘Anglican’. 

However many candidates were able to extract and evaluate some meaningful data from the 
source and discussed reasons why ‘Other Christians’ are more supportive of religious leaders 
being politically involved. Such responses scored 3 or more marks for AO2.

For AO3 most candidates were able to identify some relevant evidence and draw a 
conclusion. Many were also able to critically scrutinize some of the evidence presented, 
though a lesser number commented on the authority or limitations of the evidence.

Some candidates seemed to have been over-prepared for this examination in mentioning 
facts and opinions. Many candidates continually included in their responses, "it is a fact 
that..." or "in my opinion…” even though the context may not be relevant

This is a good answer which was awarded 12 marks.
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This answer considers and contrasts relevant evidence from the source and looks at both 
points of view in some depth (AO2).  There is some critical evaluation of the evidence and 
an appropriate conclusion. (4 marks). Relevant evidence is quoted and some is critically 
scrutinised (AO3). There is also reference to factual evidence and there is a concusion. 
(4 marks). A lucid and coherent argument is well presented  (AO4), despite the poor 
handwriting. (4 marks). Total 12 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer was awarded 6 marks.

There is some evidence referred to in 
the discussion though some of it is not 
relevant. The arguments presented are not 
very clear and there does not seem to be 
any consideration of different sides of the 
argument.  2 marks is awarded for AO2. For 
AO3, there is some evidence quoted from 
the source but no conclusion. 1 mark. For 
AO4, the answer reads well but there are 
a few mistakes in syntax and grammar. 3 
marks. Total 6 marks

Examiner Comments

In the mini-essays like this one, (and 
question 6) there are usually several 
AO3 marks available. There is usually 
1 mark for using evidence from the 
source and 1 mark for a conclusion. 
Other marks can be gained by 
commenting on the types or quality of 
the evidence or arguments used in the 
source. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
This was the more popular of the two choices of essay and there were many well-structured 
answers that identified and discussed a variety of relevant issues. 

Good answers covered a range of topics such as accountability, Murdoch, Leveson, the 
general election, Charlie Hebdo, Edward Snowden, freedom of speech and the right to 
privacy and freedom of the press, as opposed to irresponsible reporting. A surprising 
number mentioned Profumo. 

Good candidates were able to draw conclusions based on the freedom of speech aspect and 
the role of the press as an information hub for modern society. 

Many candidates made references to China, North Korea and Nazi Germany in comparison to 
the UK press. The better responses analysed these as a contrast to complete freedom. 

Weaker candidates tended to focus on the celebrity aspect and phone hacking with the 
discussion of press freedom being largely underdeveloped. 

The vast majority of candidates structured their responses to include a discussion of the 
arguments for and against regulation before drawing a conclusion. Therefore, these types of 
response would be rewarded by achieving level 3 or 4 for AO1/2.

This essay was awarded 15 marks
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There was some evidence considered but this was limited in scope and rather one-sided. 
A weak mid-level 3 answer given 9 marks for AO1/2. For AO3, there was a reference to 
bias and a conclusion. (2 marks). For AO4, the answer was broadly understandable (4 
marks). Total 15 marks. 

Examiner Comments
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This is a more competent response which gained 24 marks
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A well developed answer which considers a good range of evidence, examines both 
sides of the argument in some depth and draws a well-justified conclusion. This 
response would be placed in the mid-level band for AO2 (4-16 marks). For AO3, there 
is some reference to bias, ("vested interests") and subjective opinion. There is also 
a conclusion (3 marks). The essay is well-written and clearly understandable (AO4), 
though there are a few mistakes in syntax and grammar (5 marks). Total 24 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 14
The less popular of the two essay questions but which still produced many interesting and 
intelligent answers which successfully integrated a detailed knowledge of climate change 
and a thorough understanding of scientific methodology.

Many candidates approached this question by developing the points made in the stimulus 
about the reliability of scientific studies, and whether sceptics had any genuine scientific 
knowledge or not. Most candidates demonstrated a good knowledge of global warming and 
the debate around its causes.

 There were some very articulate essays in support of the sceptics. 

Most came to the conclusion that the sceptics challenge was not particularly valid when 
weighed up against the scientific evidence of the state of the planet, and the knowledge 
and experience of qualified scientists. It was pleasing to see that most candidates had well-
considered conclusions to their analysis. There were significant numbers achieving levels 3 
and 4 for AO1/2.

Some weaker answers merely built up on the introduction to the question and used evidence 
from source 1. Others went into unnecessary detail about the process of climate change 
itself and gave little attention to the sceptics’ arguments. Therefore, their responses were 
not balanced.

This essay was awarded 18 marks
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This essay considers some evidence, though this is limited in 
scope and rather one-sided. However the essay is unfinished 
which suggest this candidate ran out of time. A good mid-
level 3 essay for AO1/2 (11 marks). For AO3, there is 
some reference to opinion and some consideration of the 
limitations and authority of the evidence but there is no 
conclusion (2 marks). The essay is well-written and offers 
coherent arguments for AO4 (5 marks). Total 18 marks

Examiner Comments

Do remember that there is 
always an AO3 mark in these 
long essay questions for which 
you can increase your marks 
by commenting on the nature 
and quality of the evidence 
used in your arguments.

Examiner Tip
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This is a good example which was awarded 25 marks
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Good range of evidence used and critically examined, both sides of the argument 
considered in depth. AO1/2 - a good mid-level 4 essay- 16 marks. For AO3, reference 
was made to factual evidence and opinion. In addition, there is some consideration of the 
quality and authority of the evidence, and the question of bias is also raised. There is also 
a conclusion (4 marks). A well-written essay, well laid out and with coherent arguments 
(AO4), though with just a few mistakes (5 marks) Total 25 marks.

Examiner Tip



40 GCE General Studies 3 6GS03 01

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read the question carefully. And if in doubt read it again and highlight any key words. 
Many candidates have lost marks because they have misinterpreted the question or 
misunderstood what the question is actually asking.

AO3 questions are a key feature of this specification but candidates regularly fail to score 
high marks here. They need to practice thoroughly the skills of weighing up the strengths 
and weaknesses of the evidence and arguments used in a source.

The longer questions, such as the essay and mini-essay questions need some 
planning before writing out the answer. It is noticeable how many high scoring answers have 
a simple plan or spider diagram at the beginning.

A continual concern that has been raised over several examination series is that of poor 
handwriting. If an examiner finds it difficult to read what a candidate has written they will 
also find it difficult to award the appropriate marks. Please write as clearly and legibly as 
possible.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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