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Introduction
As in previous series',  most candidates were able to attempt most, if not all, questions.  
Marks were scored fairly evenly across the 3 sections of the paper, although the most 
notable differences between candidates who achieved average marks, and those who scored 
highly, was in the Section C essays.
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Question 21

The majority of candidates were able to achieve either two or three marks.  To achieve 
three marks answers had to include a compound calculation ie 1.04 x 1.04.

Although this answer includes a calculation for two years with 
the correct original figure, the increase in waste has not been 
compounded and therefore the answer only gains two marks.

Examiner Comments
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This answer shows the correct compound calculation to give the 
correct answer of 1 081 600.

Examiner Comments
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Question 22

Most candidates scored at least one mark, but few achieved the maximum three marks for 
this question.  Many incorrect answers referred to factors such as an increasing population, 
which would not cause WEEE to grow faster than other waste, although it might increase 
the absolute amount of waste. 

This answer gained one mark for technology is improving.  The 
second answer refers to things not being as well made and is 
not correct.  Most electrical items, for example, are usually 
better made and have a longer working life than in the past.

Examiner Comments

The first answer gains a mark for referring to developments 
in technology.  The second answer correctly states that some 
items cannot be repaired economically - this is particularly true 
of electronic items.

Examiner Comments
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Question 23

Most candidates gained a mark for identifying correctly the discussion of the Millennium 
Dome as the analogy.  However, only a minority of candidates could then identify either the 
comparison being made or the conclusion of the argument.

This answer includes the clearing of the Millennium Dome site 
and so identifies the analogy,  but only gains one mark because 
the comparison used and the conclusion of the argument are 
not specifically identified.

Examiner Comments

This answer gained two marks for identifying the comparison 
between WEEE in landfill sites and toxic sludge and also for 
specifying the conclusion of the argument.

Examiner Comments
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Question 24

Many candidates identified cyanide as one of the hazardous chemicals.  This is incorrect 
because cyanide is only produced in some cases when equipment is incinerated but is not 
present in the equipment originally.

This answer gains one mark for identifying CFCs/
ozone-depleting chemicals.

Examiner Comments

This answer correctly identifies both mercury and 
ozone-depleting chemicals.

Examiner Comments
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Question 25

Most candidates gained one or two marks for this question.  References to incineration were 
not relevant to the question and were not credited.

The first answer correctly identifies the economic recovery of scrap 
metal from larger items.

The second answer gains a mark for pointing out that CFCs need to 
be removed from refrigerators.

The third answer correctly refers to the fact that smaller items can 
appear in the household waste stream simply because of their size.

Examiner Comments
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The first answer gains a mark for referring to the fact that there is 
legislation regulating the disposal of refrigerators.

The second and third answers are both referring to the same basic 
point ie that the recovery of copper is economic for large items but 
not for smaller items. 

The overall mark for this answer was two.

Examiner Comments
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Question 26

Almost all candidates gained two marks for this question.

A gas boiler could not be classified as a waste electrical item.

Examiner Comments

Computers are mentioned in the source material and are 
therefore not acceptable as an answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 27

Previous 6GS01 papers have included questions very similar to this one.  In this paper 
candidates were able to identify correctly and discuss evidence from the source, better than 
in previous papers.
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This answer gains two marks for correctly identifying ...the fact that WEEE is growing 
three times faster...

A further mark was awarded for using more than one example of evidence from the 
source. 

An earlier question has already signalled that the source contains an argument by 
analogy, so no mark was awarded simply for stating than an analogy was used. 
However, this answer gains a fourth mark for pointing out that analogy is often a 
weak form of argument.

This answer was awarded three marks for Quality of Written Communication.

Examiner Comments
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This answer has gained four marks for correctly identifying 
one piece of evidence as fact and another piece of evidence as 
opinion.  This answer was awarded three marks for Quality of 
Written Communication.

Examiner Comments
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Question 28

Most candidates were able to gain three or more marks for this question.  However, the 
number gaining the maximum five marks for content was limited because the assessment of 
methods of disposal of WEEE was limited to reproducing or paraphrasing material from the 
source. 

This answer correctly identifies burial and recycling as two methods for 
disposing of WEEE, gaining two marks.

A further mark was awarded for paraphrasing some of the evidence from the 
source to discuss advantages and disadvantages of the two methods.

However, the answer does not include any material which is not from the 
source and so is limited to three marks for content.

This answer was awarded three marks for Quality of Written Communication.

Examiner Comments
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This answer correctly identifies land-fill and recycling for two 
marks, paraphrases some of the supporting evidence from 
the source for a further mark, and gains two more marks for 
suggesting that land-fill is an eyesore and also that recycling is 
...saving the planets finite resources....  Neither of these two 
points appear in the source material.

This answer was awarded two marks for Quality of Written 
Communication.

Examiner Comments



GCE General Studies 6GS01 01 17

Question 29

Almost all candidates were able to make relevant comments on the suggestion that ...we 
should stop funding the development of new treatments and instead spend all available 
money on treating patients.

Some answers, which simply stated the need to spend all money on treatment because 
people have a right to life, gained few marks.  Better answers commented on the fact that 
all existing treatments had to be developed at some time and would not exist if money had 
only been spent on treatment in the past. 

Some candidates went on to consider whether we should spend more on research and 
development because improved drugs and treatments can often reduce expenditure.  
Conditions can be cured rather than requiring continuous treatment.

Some outstanding answers also presented differing ethical arguments, for example from a 
utilitarian or Kantian perspective.

Question 30

Almost all candidates were able to make relevant comments on the suggestion that 
...arguments between creationists and evolutionists are futile because the two views are 
based on such fundamentally different approaches.

A small number of candidates attempted to answer the question by focusing entirely 
on the nature of argument, without mentioning either creationism or evolution.  Such 
answers gained very limited marks.  Candidates who were able to describe some of the 
characteristics of evolution or creationism gained better marks.

The most complete answers included detailed descriptions of both the theory of evolution 
and creationism.  They also presented arguments relating to the faith-based belief which 
underpins creationism, against the evidence supporting the theory of evolution. 

A few candidates based some outstanding answers around "theistic evolution".
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Paper Summary
Overall, the content of answers to questions requiring extended writing has improved since 
the previous series. 

Section A

• For some of the multiple-choice questions in Section A you will not be certain of the 
correct answer. You can reduce the number of possible answers by first eliminating 
those you know to be wrong.

Section B

• In questions where you are asked to calculate an answer (eg Q21), you should always 
show how you have arrived at your answer. Even if your final answer is wrong, you may 
be awarded marks for correct working method.

• If the question specifies ...using your own knowledge... or ...not in the source...and you 
give an answer which is in the source, you will not receive any marks.

• If the question specifies ...from the source... and you give an answer which is not in the 
source, you will not receive any marks, even if the answer is otherwise correct.

• If the question does not specify ...using your own knowledge... or ...from the source...
an answer which uses both will achieve good marks.

• When you are asked to assess the strength of evidence (eg Q27) you can gain good 
marks by quoting and identifying particle pieces of evidence.  If a particular type of 
argument has already been identified you may be able to gain marks by discussing 
whether that type of argument is strong or weak.

• When you are asked to assess the strength of evidence (eg Q27) you will not gain 
marks by simply giving your own opinion about the case which has been presented.

Section C

You can gain good marks for the essays by

• showing knowledge of the topic

• using this knowledge to present an argument.

Sections B and C

• Quality of Written Communication (QWC) is awarded for up to a maximum of 14 marks 
in Sections B and C. 

• Where legibility affects the coherence of an answer marks you can lose marks, because 
the point which is being made is not clear.

• Read the questions carefully. You should make sure that you read and understand what 
the question is asking, so that you can be exact and specific in your response.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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