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GCE General Studies B 
 
GENB3  A2 Power 
 
Introduction 
 
This booklet contains a number of marked responses to the January 2010 GENB3 written questions. 
 
The material demonstrates performance at different levels and is provided to give an insight into how examiners apply the 
published mark schemes.  In doing so, it is hoped that teachers and students will be able to understand how some 
answers score highly whilst others struggle to gain many marks. 
 
For GENB3 the presentation of the material is in three sections: 
 

1. The first section contains ‘model marked scripts’, annotated by a senior examiner to indicate strengths, 
weaknesses and reasons for awarding a particular mark. 

2. The second section contains responses without any examiner annotation, so that teachers and/or students can 
independently assess the quality of an answer against the separately published mark scheme. 

3. The third section contains senior examiner commentaries on the scripts in section 2, to enable comparison of 
teacher/candidate assessments against the standards set by AQA senior examiners. 

 
How might the material be best used? 
 
It is suggested that the model marked scripts are studied first before moving to the self-assessment exercise in sections 2 
and 3. 
 
When considering the material, teachers or students may wish to think about the following: 

• What are the key words in the question? 
• To what extent has the response addressed these? 
• What are the strengths of a particular answer? 
• What are the weaknesses? 
• How might the mark be improved? 
• Is the length of the answer appropriate, given the total number of marks available? 
• When comparing responses, which is better, by how much and why? 

 
It is hoped that by using the materials in this way teachers and students will be able to improve their exam preparation by 
gaining a valuable insight into what senior examiners are looking for when setting and marking questions. 
 
Accessing the question paper and mark scheme 
 
Teachers are able to access the materials via e-AQA, if they have registered for this secure service. 

The January 2010 GENB3 question papers and mark schemes should be available on AQA’s website from October 2010 
(see web page http://web.aqa.org.uk/admin/qp-ms_library.php). 

 

Printed versions can also be bought from AQA publications (http://shop.aqa.org.uk). 

 
Any comments on this material? 
 
If you have any comments on this exemplar material, please forward them to the AQA General Studies Mailbox 
(generalstudies@aqa.org.uk). 
 



 
 

 

Included in this material there are exemplar scripts from the January 2010 exam: 
 

• Model Marked Scripts 
MMS 1 – complete script, Questions 1(a), 1(b) & 2 
MMS 2 – Question 1(a) 
MMS 3 – Question 1(b) 
MMS 4 – Question 3 

 
• Self-Assessment Scripts 

SA 1 – Question 1(a) 
SA 2 – Question 1(a) 
SA 3 – Question 1(a)  
SA 4 – Question 1(b) 

  SA 5 – Question 1(b) 
  SA 6 – Question 1(b) 
  SA 7 – Question 2 
  SA 8 – Question 2 
  SA 9 – Question 3 
  SA 10 – Question 3 
 

• Commentaries on all of the above exemplar scripts (in a sealed envelope). 
 
 
 
Suggested teaching points 
 
All of these responses are presented exactly as they were in the exam; not one of them has a plan or any indication of the 
candidate’s thinking prior to putting pen to paper.  All of these responses could have been improved with time spent 
organising ideas and considering examples that could be used to support the arguments proposed. 
 
As an exercise, students could be asked to consider the questions from January 2010 and to suggest one example from 
each of their A-Level subjects that could feed into one of the questions.  As can be seen from the responses provided, 
Literature, History and Art can all be used, but other candidates for Question 1(b) drew on Psychology, Milgram and 
Zimbardo; Business Studies, monopolies, and Politics, powers of the Prime Minister and US President.   
 
For question 2, History provided candidates with opportunities to talk about the lasting power of Art, Languages were 
used to argue wider issues surrounding culture and tolerance and education generally was invoked as benefiting from 
illustrations and pictures as a form of learning.  Question 3 could also benefit from evidence from school subjects, as in 
response (10). 
 
Practicing planning and conclusions would also be a useful exercise.  Students could be asked to produce a plan of 
points for and against on one of the Section B questions and then to come down on one side and to produce the 
conclusion in full, justifying their position. 

Please note 
From June 2010 the question numbers on the 
actual exam paper will change: 
 
Jan 10             June 10 
Qu 1(a)    →    Qu 1 
Qu 1(b)    →    Qu 2 
Qu 2        →    Qu 3 
Qu 3        →    Qu 4 
 
The style and format of the questions/texts 
will be very similar. 



 
 

 

Information about GENB3 
 
This is an A2 unit and has two elements to it, Section A and B, based on the unit theme: Power.  This unit looks to build 
on the skills assessed at AS level.  Please refer to the Specification for full details relating to the Unit ‘Areas of Study’ 
and the Assessment Objectives (AO’s). 
 
The format of the examination is as follows: 
 
Section A 
Compulsory Questions 1(a) and (b) each ask candidates to present an argument from one perspective only, similar to the 
requirements of AS GENB2.  Candidates who present a balanced response for these questions can only be credited for 
the material that addresses the point of view required by the question.  Candidates who oppose the view will find it difficult 
to score many marks at all.  Texts are provided, two for each question, and candidates are encouraged to use these in 
their responses, although they may not find an equal amount in each text and should avoid just producing a commentary.  
For marks in the top two levels, examples from beyond the texts are needed. 
 
Section B 
There is a choice of essays, Questions 2 and 3 where a balanced argument is sought, building on the skills tested in 
GENB1.  Candidates may use any or all of the texts; they don’t have to, but they will be credited for relevant references.  
They have time to plan their response and should be urged to do so, looking at arguments for and against.  Again, there 
is credit for relevant examples, from beyond the texts, which are evaluated and used to create an argument.  Candidates 
would need extra material of this sort to gain marks in the upper levels.  At the end, the candidate needs to come to a 
conclusion, justifying their position. 
 
 
Mark Scheme 
Both Section A and Section B are assessed using a ‘Levels Mark Scheme’.  The full published mark scheme provides a 
description for each level and some examples of ‘indicative content’. 
 
How to arrive at a mark - Examiners will place a response in the middle of what seems to be the appropriate level, then 
move up within the level if there are signs of the level above, or down if there are signs of the level below.  Brevity or an 
indifferent standard of written English may be factors that pull a response down within a level. 
 

Section A (max 20 marks per question) is marked on a Level marking system for each question: 
Level 1:  17-20 marks 
Level 2:  13-16 marks 
Level 3:  9-12 marks 
Level 4:  5-8 marks 
Level 5:  1-4 marks 

 
Section B (max 40 marks) also uses a Level marking scheme for the essay: 

Level 1:  33-40 marks 
Level 2:   25-32 marks 
Level 3:  17-24 marks 
Level 4:  9-16 marks 
Level 5:  1-8 marks 

 
 
As an overview, the candidates do need to provide additional material both in the compulsory questions, 1(a) and 1(b), 
and the optional questions from Section B.  It is extra, relevant material, wherever it is drawn from, which raises response 
into Levels 1 and 2.  Level 3 responses often depend heavily on the texts, but do use them to effect and show 
understanding of them and of the task.  In level 4 it is those who are brief; those who miss the point of the task, especially 
in section A; those who show no understanding or engagement with the task.  Level 1 responses are characterised by 
candidates who address the task directly, use a number of additional examples, evaluate these and the relevant elements 
of the texts and, especially in the section B response, those who provide a developed conclusion. 
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Distant Learning Commentaries 
 
The marks for Model Marked Script’s and the unmarked Self Assessment Scripts were agreed by a team of senior 
examiners. 
 
 
 
Model Marked Script 1 – GENB3 
 
See annotation within the body of the script and summative comments at the end of each question.  This is a full script for 
a candidate and the marks awarded were: 
 
 Qu 1(a) – 15 marks,  Qu 1(b) – 20 marks,  Qu 2 – 28 marks    Total:  63 marks / 80 
 
 
 
Model Marked Script 2 – GENB3, Qu 1(a) 
 
Question 1(a) 
Introduction shows that the task is understood.  The response is divided into paragraphs developing an argument.  
Overall it tends to generalise, but has a conclusion.  With some outside example it could easily have reached a higher 
level. 
           Level 3  11 marks / 20 
 
 
 
Model Marked Script 3 – GENB3, Qu 1(b) 
 
Question 1(b) 
There is an awareness of the issues around power, but a lack of focus on the need for limits.  More is implied than is 
actually said, e.g. ‘The power obtained by scientists has allowed them to bring painful rashes to innocent animals when 
experimenting with cosmetic products.  Such testing for both cosmetic and medical products is clearly not ideal.’  This is a 
valid point, but not well made.  Some use is made of Text C, but the candidate is sidetracked by issues of morality. 
 
           Level 3  10 marks / 20 
 
 
 
Model Marked Script 4 – GENB3, Qu 2 
 
Question 2 
The whole response lacks the structure that paragraphing would have given it.  The introduction is vague and tends to be 
assertion and opinion.  The candidate has relevant knowledge that could be used in a useful way, e.g. about the drinking 
age and voting, but makes no valid use of it.  The point about what is learnt in school could also be much better utilised.  
A point is made about experience/maturity and the need for young people also to gain this, but it is poorly developed.  
The final sentence suggests a failure to understand the real demands of the question. 
           Level 4  13 marks / 40 
 



 
 

 

 Self Assessment Script 1 – GENB3, Qu 1(a)  
 
Question 1(a) 
A generalised, but quite well-expressed introduction.  The candidate uses Text A and makes some general points from it 
concluding the paragraph with a general comment on “doctors, entertainers, teachers.”  There is further development of 
Text A, without any further additional material.  The candidate then wanders off-task, giving a balanced viewpoint.  This is 
not required and does not score (it penalises the candidate by taking time they could have spent on developing relevant 
points).  There is then some description of Text B, but no real understanding of it.  The response ends rather abruptly. 
 
           Level 3  12 marks / 20 
 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 2 – GENB3, Qu 1(a)  
 
Question 1(a) 
This shows promise initially and seems to understand.  However, it lapses into a comment on the texts and only really 
repeats the initial point about providing chances for the future.  A limited response. 
           Level 4  5 marks / 20 
 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 3 – GENB3, Qu 1(a)  
 
Question 1(a) 
Starts well with a direct address of the task.  Not well paragraphed, but introduces a number of valid examples which are 
analysed.  There is a focus on “empowering” throughout.  The conclusion is weak and this holds it down a little, but it is 
overall a very good response. 
           Level 1  18 marks / 20 
 



 
 

 

Self Assessment Script 4 – GENB3, Qu 1(b)  
 
Question 1(b) 
The introduction tries to set the scene and there are various examples from beyond the texts that are used to address the 
task (Marx, Orwell, Hitler and Mussolini).  It is a little narrow; despite the literary reference it is mainly about politics.  
Some good use is made of the image in Text C with a valid evaluation and the task is clearly understood.  The conclusion 
refers to the media without any previous reference having been made, which is a pity. 
           Level 2  13 marks / 20 
 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 5 – GENB3, Qu 1(b)  
 
Question 1(b) 
Good start with the historical example of the Third Reich, which is developed, and the use of the recent banking crisis, 
also developed.  Text C is then quite well used and the idea is developed with the candidate’s own knowledge.  Text D is 
less well tackled, but it is, nevertheless, clearly understood.  There is a brief conclusion, with a valid reference from 
“Spiderman”.  The lapse into text analysis probably held this back a little and the candidate might have done better with 
more of their own knowledge. 
           Level 2  15 marks / 20 
 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 6 – GENB3, Qu 1(b)  
 
Question 1(b) 
The opening sentence seems relevant, but the candidate lapses into asserting their own opinion and approaches the task 
from the opposite angle to that required.  The response lacks coherence and structure and consists of a personal view of 
the recession.  The final comments could have been better developed and with a plan around this idea and using the 
texts, an answer in the next level might well have been possible.  As it is, it is limited and has no distinction between fact 
and opinion. 
           Level 4  5 marks / 20 
 



 
 

 

Self Assessment Script 7 – GENB3, Qu 2  
 
Question 2 
The candidate presents a series of points and balances them, showing an awareness of the need for two sides to an 
argument.  There is indirect reference to Text A and the candidate offers their own opinions on the value of Art.  There is 
a conclusion that addresses the task.  There need to be more examples, however.  Those that are given are rather 
general “art from around the world” and “social depictions, vital to understanding the development of our country”, but 
they are quite well analysed.  Not a lot on the actual pressure faced by the school timetable. 
 
           Level 2  26 marks / 40 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 8 – GENB3, Qu 2  
 
Question 2 
The introduction sets out the view and balances the two sides of the discussion.  The essay is balanced throughout and 
provides a number of examples, the most specific coming in the final paragraph.  It is quite a personal response, but 
presented in a way that makes use of the experiences.  The candidate recognises that many of the claims for Art can also 
be made for other subjects but argues a firm case for it and makes some perceptive comments, drawing on material in 
Question 1(a), as is allowed in the rubric:  “Without Art though, the education in state schools would become less diverse.  
The diversity in schools is a large part of how it empowers students.”  This is a good response, with more detail and focus 
than response vii, and is clearly communicated. 
           Level 2  32 marks / 40 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 9 – GENB3, Qu 3  
 
 
Question 3 
The introduction addresses the task directly and establishes the theme of the response, ‘experience’.  There is some 
balance, with a recognition that, in school, there are opportunities to have a voice, which are not really developed outside 
school.  The example of “surveys” is not well exploited, but an interesting point about “activities with supervised [sic] 
adults” is raised, but poorly developed.  There is a weak structure (no paragraphing) and this, together with the shortage 
of specific examples, places it low in the level awarded. 
           Level 2  26 marks / 40 
 
 
 
Self Assessment Script 10 – GENB3, Qu 3  
 
Question 3 
Not a very inspiring introduction, but the candidate quickly develops an argument around the example of “current issues 
such as climate change, the economic crisis and the ongoing wars”.  There is an attempt to show an understanding of 
how experiences differ – this candidate improves on what many others asserted only about experience by providing some 
example, which is expanded on later with reference to areas covered in the modern curriculum which provide young 
people with information their parents and other elders may lack.  The essay has balance and some example around 
family.  It distinguishes between different age groups in the broad term “below the age of eighteen”, something that many 
candidates failed to do.  The conclusion is a little disappointing and this leaves the response low down in its level. 
 
           Level 1  34 marks / 40 
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