Support Material
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Unit: F704
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced GCE specification in French for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential
· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers
· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to French. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for French. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos
All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	French H475: Listening, Reading and Writing 2: F704

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Society: Law and Order

	Skills
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Listening
	· Extract (1) on domestic violence.  Answers in French.

· Extract (2) on civil unrest in French suburbs, either general or relating to a specific incident.  Non-verbal answers.

· Extract (3) on prison conditions in France.  Answers in French.
	· Texts taken from radio, a textbook or a past exam paper.
	· Some listening activities could be done as a class; if possible, headphones could be used for some extracts to give students an opportunity to work at their own pace.
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Speaking
	· Text on crime statistics used as basis for oral comprehension exercise and discussion of wider issues.

· Class debate on prison conditions and reform.

· ‘Just a minute’ game with students being asked to talk for a minute on a theme.
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‘Hot-seating’ activity on domestic violence.
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Past paper, or text from a textbook, newspaper, magazine or the internet.


	· If past paper used, teacher could work individually with students, or students put in pairs, with one given the examiner’s questions to prepare.

· Class can be split in two.  A very able student could be asked to chair the debate.

· More able students could answer the questions spontaneously, while less able are given time to prepare questions to ask in advance.

	Reading
	· Text (1) on ‘Les disparues de l’Yonne’. Lengthy text (400-600 words) with non-verbal answers and answers in French.

· Text (2) on novel approaches to law and order in a French town with deliberate grammar mistakes for students to spot and correct. 

· Students read independently chapters 3 and 4 of part two of L’Étranger by Camus.  (Optional task).

· Text (3) on young people and violence with comprehension questions and answers in English.
	· For all texts, past exam papers can be used, or texts taken from textbooks, newspapers or internet news sites such as www.lemonde.fr.


	· This could lead to an extended writing activity.  More able or interested groups could read the whole novel as part of an independent reading programme.  If done in isolation, teacher would need to give background to court case.

	Writing


	· Students read a text in English on street crime in France.  They then answer comprehension questions in French.

· Student writes a response (200 words) to the courtroom techniques employed in L’Étranger.  (Optional task).

· Essay (c400-600 words) on the causes of and solutions to violence in the streets.

· Students write a critique of the novel approaches to law and order outlined in the reading text (2) above.
	· Texts in English on French topics can be found in textbooks, newspapers, magazines, or from English internet news sites such as www.bbc.co.uk .


	· If desired, higher attainers could undertake traditional prose translation into French.


· It may be useful for students to have studied integration and exclusion first.

	Consolidation


	· Students should be tested regularly on the vocabulary associated with this topic.

· Students should be encouraged to read and listen independently.

· Past paper questions can be attempted.  

· Where appropriate, work can be peer assessed using mark-scheme for re-drafting prior to re-submission.

· As an ongoing activity throughout the rest of the course, students could be encouraged to watch or listen to the news and take it in turns to report back about a crime story.
	· Lists of vocabulary from textbooks can be used, or, ideally, from a vocabulary book.

· Students can access websites independently e.g. www.france2.fr or teacher could arrange a topic collection loan with librarian.

· Past papers.

· TV5 available in UK via satellite or many long wave radio stations can 
be accessed.  News bulletins are 
also available on-line.
	· Testing once a week can be done as a warm-up.

· Students, especially the more able, should be encouraged to use the full range of A2 structures in their spoken and written answers.




Sample Lesson Plan: French H475
Listening, Reading and Writing 2: F704

Listening for detail and debating prison reform
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students should be able to listen to a text for and detail.

	Objective 2
	Students should be able to use grammatical markers to complete answers in French.

	Objective 3
	Students consolidate topic-specific vocabulary, heard in context.

	Objective 4
	Students use the vocabulary to express opinions and debate issues.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students should have encountered a range of vocabulary relating to crime and punishment.  They should be reminded of how to express opinions in French.
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Each student chooses one or more opinion openers (e.g. à mon avis, je pense que) and expresses one or more opinions on any theme.  They can be encouraged to be imaginative or witty.

	10 minutes
	Students should be given the questions in French relating to the recorded extract.  Unfamiliar vocabulary can be explained and the students should be asked to speculate about what the text is about, based on the questions.

Students should be encouraged to look at the formation of the questions, especially ones which require students to complete a sentence with their answer.  The group should discuss whether any particular structures are required in order to give a grammatically correct answer to the questions.

	10-15 minutes
	Students listen to the extract, either individually using headphones or as a group, and write answers in French to the questions.

	5 minutes
	Pupils feed back their answers, and can self-assess for content.  Teacher to assess for language.

	15 minutes
	Group is divided in two and prepares opinions for and against prison reform.  The class then debates the issue, chaired, if appropriate, by a student.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Blockbusters style activity to consolidate vocabulary related to topic area.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

.
Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners: Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP), to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Oxford University Press (OUP) is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Modern Foreign Languages.
Oxford University Press (OUP) is producing the following resources for OCR GCE French for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008 (AS) and Spring 2009 (A2).
Jones, M. Élan pour OCR AS Students’ Book (2008) ISBN: 9780199153411
Dunn, P. Élan pour OCR AS Teacher’s Book (2008) ISBN: 9780199153442
Bourdais, D, Jones, M, Maynard, G, Pillette, M, and Lonsdale, T. Élan pour OCR AS Audio CDs (2008) ISBN: 9780199153350
Bourdais, D, Jones, M, Maynard, G, and MacDonald, S. Élan pour OCR AS Resource & Assessment OxBox CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199154197
Jones, M. Élan pour OCR AS Self-Study Guide & CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199153794
Jones, M, and Maynard G. Élan Grammar Workbook & CD-ROM (2008) ISBN: 9780199153404
Sauvain, R. Élan pour OCR A2 Students’ Book (2009) ISBN: 9780199153435
Dunn, P. Élan pour OCR A2 Teacher’s Book (2009) ISBN: 9780199153466

Bourdais, D, Jones, M, Maynard, G, Pillette, M, and Lonsdale, T. Élan pour OCR A2 Audio CDs (2009) ISBN: 9780199153374
Bourdais, D, Jones, M, Maynard, G, and MacDonald, S. Élan pour OCR A2 Resource & Assessment OxBox CD-ROM (2009) ISBN: 9780199154159
Jones, M. Élan pour OCR A2 Self-Study Guide & CD-ROM (2009) ISBN: 9780199154111
Approved publications 

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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