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Introduction
This was the penultimate major session for this specification, for which Unit 6FR04 
provides the A2 writing tasks. The unit followed the familiar pattern with which centres 
and candidates are now conversant. The paper consisted of a short translation from 
English into French, a general essay in French and a Research Based Essay (RBE). Very 
few scripts were seen in which any exercise was either not attempted or was obviously 
unfinished. Candidates seem, therefore, to have managed their time in the two and a 
half hours available very well. Word counts were again well respected in general. In the 
Creative Writing section some candidates do still get carried away and write at great length. 
Candidates should be reminded that direct quotations, proper nouns, titles, dates and 
footnotes are not counted. Some candidates tried to gain an advantage by including lengthy 
footnotes, however, these were not accepted.

All candidates have to answer the translation question. For the second year running a 
different method of assessment of this exercise was followed. Marking thirty boxes and 
scaling the score back to ten had been abandoned in 2015 after an Ofqual review. Under the 
new method, the passage was divided into five sub-sections and each of these was awarded 
2,1 or 0, thus giving the same overall total of ten.

In Sections B and C a degree of choice is available to candidates and this year the same 
pattern of selection of previous sessions was found. Only a relatively small number of 
creative essays was seen and of the three options the picture story again found most favour. 
Questions 2b and 2c attracted very few candidates. The discursive essays were by far 
the most popular. The topicality of Question 2e made it the most heavily subscribed. The 
refugee crisis and the impending referendum were on the minds of many candidates and led 
them to write slightly irrelevantly on the precise subject of Question 2e. Examiners also had 
the distinct impression that some candidates saw it as an opportunity to recycle material 
they had used in the debate in their Unit 3 oral test.

In Section C Literature and the Arts area remains the overwhelming choice with the split 
between films and books once more about equal. La Haine remained the most popular 
selection. Amongst films Intouchables, Amelie and Entre les murs remained popular but Au 
revoir les enfants seemed to have less appeal this year. Amongst the texts L'Etranger, Un 
sac de billes and L'Avare were again widely studied.

The paper appeared to be accessible to most candidates and produced a wide spread of 
attainment. Some excellent responses were seen but examiners did report that they saw a 
preponderance of rather mediocre work at this level. The translation was found to be quite 
challenging this year. A couple of advanced grammatical items are always included as a 
means of differentiation and these proved difficult for all but the most competent. Many 
basic lexical items and grammatical features, which one would have expected to be familiar 
to students at this level, were not always successfully handled.

In Section B there were not many unexpected approaches to titles this year. However, a 
significant number of candidates did not read the discursive essay topics carefully enough, 
which led to a degree of irrelevance. Examiners commonly had the impression that 
candidates saw one word or a short expression in a title and immediately launched into an 
answer without sufficient thought on all the implications of the question.

In the Literature and Arts area of Section C candidates were asked to write about two minor 
characters in the work they had studied. Examiners adopted a wide view as to what exactly 
constituted a minor figure but to insist on discussing an obviously major character was 
not acceptable. Candidates cannot expect to write down anything they know about a work 
without reference to the precise question. Some candidates either did not understand the 
question properly or did not know their work well enough in detail to be able to write about 
anyone other than a patently major character.
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Unacceptable practices which have been mentioned in previous reports were less in evidence 
this year. It is pleasing to report that hardly anyone set a RBE in a context other than a 
francophone one. There were still a small number of essays on a book or a film which were 
based on a question from a different area of Section C. Such responses can attract little 
credit. Essays awarded 0 for complete irrelevance were extremely rare.
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Question 1
The transfer of meaning exercise, a short passage of about 80 words of English to be 
translated into French, was found to be a little more demanding this year for a number of 
candidates. For the second time the piece was divided into five sections and the rendering 
of each section was awarded 2,1 or 0. The mark given was dependent on how well the 
message was conveyed and on how correctly grammatical features were handled. The 
vocabulary was straightforward and in general most candidates managed to communicate 
meaning effectively. However, it was surprising that seemingly basic items of lexis such as 
'chaussures', 'robe', 'mariage','cafe' and 'un' were not known by some candidates at this 
level. Grammatical items proved to be more challenging. Two advanced pieces of grammar 
were included. These were inversion after 'sans doute' and a future perfect tense which also 
included a difficult agreement of the past participle. Some candidates changed the word 
order to render 'No doubt' and this worked perfectly well but few of those who started the 
sentence with 'sans doute’ followed it with inversion. The final verb proved very challenging 
and it was decided to accept the rendering, if it contained one of the aspects being tested, 
either the correct agreement of the past participle with a wrong tense or the future perfect 
with no past participle agreement. Other grammatical elements, which seemed less 
demanding, nevertheless caused problems for some candidates. Included in such items 
were the depuis construction, en plus present participle, the use of partitive articles, avant 
de plus infinitive, avoir besoin de with an antecedent and apres avoir plus past participle. A 
pleasing number of candidates were able to handle all or most of these pieces of grammar 
and achieved a creditable score of 6 or 7 and above. However, many translations revealed a 
lack of grammatical knowledge which led to lower scores.

In the first sentence the key thing tested was the depuis construction. Many translations 
began with pour or pendant and a large proportion of those using depuis did not follow 
it with a verb in the present tense. Outlandish verb forms, such as ont ete faire were 
frequently encountered. However, if the rest of the first sentence was accurately given, a 
score of 1 was commonly gained. The second sub-section proved to be the most accessible. 
Many candidates gained a maximum of 2 marks here. En plus present participle was well 
known, although some did start their offering with Par. Partitive articles were mostly 
correctly used with the list of things bought. A few candidates used a mixture of partitive 
and definite articles and this was a little hard to understand. The word chaussures was 
not known by all and there was also quite widespread misspelling of it. This did not count 
against the candidate if the rest was correct. In sub-section 3 most candidates rendered 
'there are advantages' and 'when I was younger' satisfactorily. The preposition to use after 
conseiller was not always correct and the de was quite often missed between avant and 
acheter. It was rare for a candidate to score 2 here but many managed to convey enough of 
the meaning with sufficient accuracy to be given some credit. It was surprising how many 
translations of the fourth section began by following 'My sister and I' with a verb in the first 
person, either singular or plural. A different article of clothing was sometimes used for 'the 
dress' but a pleasing number of candidates produced dont j'ai besoin after it. The English 
spelling 'marriage' quite often featured at the end of this section. The majority of candidates 
managed at least one mark for this section. The construction with Apres, the future tenses 
and the final verb, even with the indulgent approach adopted by examiners, proved 
demanding and a number of candidates failed to score in the last section.

This year's translation differentiated very well and scores across the whole range were seen. 
More careful revision would no doubt have improved many performances.
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This is not a very effective rendering of the English passage and 
gained a below average score. There are a couple of sequences 
at the beginning of sections 3 and 4 which are relatively 
accurate but apart from that there are many errors and the 
meaning is slightly compromised in places. The candidate 
produces En utilisant correctly, although immediately afterwards 
confuses ses and leurs. Otherwise the other major grammatical 
features are not handled accurately. There are other basic 
mistakes in such things as the gender of common nouns, 
misspellings and incorrect vocabulary which also contribute to 
what is a quite highly flawed version of the English.

Examiner Comments
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This translation is somewhat inconsistent but has many good 
features and was awarded an above average score. The main 
construction in the opening sentence is not dealt with correctly 
but the rest is of value and some credit can be given. As was 
the case with a pleasing number of versions seen, the second 
sentence is rendered completely correctly. There is no inversion 
after sans doute and in the third section the candidate over-
elaborates but the message comes across fully and at least 
one of the two marks available can be given. The weakest part 
of the translation is to be found in the fourth part. Again, as 
in so many versions, 'my sister and I' is followed by a verb 
in the third person plural. There is a rather strange rendering 
of 'shopping centre' and the avoir besoin part is spoilt by 
an additional qui. However, the candidate recovers in the 
last sentence, which was commonly found to be the most 
demanding. The anglicised treatment of 'we shall have a coffee' 
was tolerated and the last verb satisfied part of the requirement 
imposed by examiners. This was a rather frustrating piece which 
coped admirably with some complex features but nevertheless 
failed to bring consistent accuracy to the overall exercise.

Examiner Comments
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This is a very good reaction to the transfer of meaning exercise 
which was given a well-above average score. The translation 
begins very well. There is nothing in the first two sections to 
prevent the award of maximum marks. Inversion after sans 
doute again eludes the candidate and there is an unfortunate 
crossing-out of the correct preposition after conseiller but there 
is enough in section 3 for the award of one point. Although 
there are a couple of blemishes in the fourth part, the message 
is in no way compromised and the main grammatical aspects 
pose no problems. This section can, therefore, attract full 
credit. The rendering of the last of the five 'chunks' is much 
more mixed. After so much else which is correct the rather odd 
final version given of the structure after apres is somewhat 
surprising and both elements required in the last verb are 
missing. However, there is enough in this translation for it to be 
awarded a very creditable mark from the upper reaches of the 
assessment range.

Examiner Comments
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This is a very mixed response to the task which gained an average score. The inconsistency is 
immediately obvious. The first section reveals an inability to deal with the depuis construction 
and the message is also compromised by an ineffectual rendering of 'shopping'. There is 
nothing wrong at all in the second sentence except for the omission of a translation of 'even' 
and this part can be awarded maximum marks. The next section also contains a mixture 
of unacceptable and acceptable items. Several sequences are correct but the overall effect 
is somewhat spoilt by the strange verb form for 'advised me' which seems rather phonetic. 
The latter part of the translation is flawed, both from the point of view of the forms of the 
language and of the vocabulary used. It is a pity that this candidate could not produce the 
best work of which he/she seemed capable throughout the piece.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
As in previous sessions, the picture story proved to be the most popular of the creative 
options. Candidates have a considerable amount of freedom when composing their account, 
but it is expected that they will respond to the key features of the image. In this case, 
these involved a happy couple with some reason for celebration set in the more general 
context of a public firework display. Most candidates produced a plausible tale based on the 
two people, but very often with scant reference to the picture. Some ignored the fireworks 
altogether and others simply added a postscript to the effect that the couple watched some 
fireworks. The particular situation of the pair was rarely integrated into the general occasion. 
Overall, however, this task was undertaken by candidates who had a good vocabulary and 
imagination which was deployed to reasonable effect. It is a good idea to include some 
dialogue, where appropriate. However, it is worth reminding candidates that language is 
assessed on its richness, complexity and accuracy and, therefore, oui ... non ... tu m'aimes? 
... and similar utterances throughout the piece will not help to gain high marks on the 
language grids. Examiners gained the impression that a small number of candidates have 
a prepared, stock story which they try to adapt to the particular circumstances. This rarely 
produces a convincing, realistic account. A few candidates got carried away and wrote at 
excessive length.
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This is a perfectly acceptable but not outstanding response to 
the picture featured in Question 2a. Unfortunately the account 
has no real outcome and the core problem in the relationship is 
unsatisfyingly left unresolved. The story is, however, set with a very 
feasible background of general celebration, which was quite rare in 
examples seen. A potentially, if threatened, happy occasion for the 
central couple is also included. The subject matter was thus felt to 
constitute a good response to the stimulus and for Understanding 
and Response the essay was placed in the 10-12 category on the 
grid. The story has a good shape, it appears to be proceeding in a 
logical, clear way but unfortunately has no conclusion. The reader 
is left wondering what happened. Nevertheless, for Organisation 
and Development the piece was also placed in the 10-12 band. The 
language, with a couple of exceptions, is perfectly comprehensible. 
The forms of the language are mostly correct and for Accuracy an 
above average score was found to be appropriate. There are a couple 
of rather puzzling items of lexis but there is also some richness in the 
vocabulary deployed. The candidate uses a range of verb forms but 
the sequence of tenses is sometimes hard to follow. There is some 
complexity of structure but also some misuse, as in what follows 
esperer, but overall there is competent manipulation of language. 
A mark in the range 7-8 was felt to be suitable. This was a very 
creditable piece of creative writing.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)
Very few candidates chose to continue the given passage and this proved to be the least 
popular option in Section B of the paper. It certainly gave rise to the strangest stories, 
some of them were indeed quite gruesome. Most essays sought at least to continue and to 
explain the obvious agitation of the central character but this was almost always done in 
a far-fetched way. When responding to the need to show creative imagination, it is best if 
candidates do not feel that they have to compose wild tales which they are often unable to 
handle linguistically and which do not make sense, as they tend to be completely unrealistic 
and incomprehensible.

Question 2 (c)
Few responses to the journalistic task were seen. Those who had obviously practised this 
style of writing often produced some very good, authentic sounding articles which would not 
have been out of place in a genuine newspaper. However, examiners did have the impression 
this year that a few candidates decided to answer this question on the day without having 
had any experience of what is a rather particular task. The outcomes in this case were rarely 
felicitous. Many essays ignored the setting which had been given and the fact that the event 
had fairly obviously been organised by and involved a group of amateur sportsmen. Perhaps 
to show their knowledge of such things, many candidates insisted on saying that the lengthy 
match was between two well-known professional sides in a huge stadium and featured 
named superstars. Some articles were almost entirely about the rare illness which was being 
supported. Mention of this was certainly very relevant but not to the exclusion of all else. 
Rarely was there any explanation of why this good cause was of particular relevance to this 
group of footballers. Although there was a small number of excellent responses, overall the 
pieces were less convincing this year as genuine newspaper articles.
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Question 2 (d)
The discursive essay about the respective advantages and disadvantages of a monarchy and 
a republic attracted some candidates but not as many as might have been expected. The 
task was straightforward and this led to some well planned essays which had a clear shape. 
In such pieces, distinct paragraphs dealt with the pros and cons of each system in turn and 
finished with a reasoned conclusion. Arguments were often said to cancel each other out. 
For example, it was seen to be impossible to vote out an unpopular or incompetent monarch 
but, since in most modern situations kings or queens have no power, this does not matter. 
To support a royal family tends to cost money but this is offset by revenue engendered 
by tourism. Overall, the general consensus seemed to be that a republic was preferable 
to a monarchy but the ideas to support this were often not very convincing. On the other 
hand, France was frequently compared to the United Kingdom, which produced some useful 
material as exemplification. As far as this country was concerned, respect for the present 
Queen was shown but those around her were thought to do very little. In the weakest 
scripts it was disappointing to see a lack of general knowledge from some candidates who 
were unaware of which countries in Europe had a monarchy and which did not.

Essays in general contained enough material and ideas to sustain a reasonable, relevant 
discussion. Most candidates could deploy a suitable amount of appropriate language in which 
to express their opinions.
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This is a rather mixed response to the question which is overall 
satisfactory but little more. The essay is of a suitable length, 
being at the lower end of the word count range. There was 
scope, therefore, to say a little more.

The essay takes a long time to get going properly. The 
introduction is not particularly impressive. Firstly the question is 
merely repeated, which is a waste of precious space. Sweeping, 
unsubstantiated generalities follow. The second paragraph gives 
a not very useful view of the past. The candidate then embarks 
on some relevant discussion and does manage to make a few 
telling points, although in places they are not explained or 
expanded on. The conclusion calls for the people to be allowed 
to give their opinion on the continuation of the monarchy. Some 
implications of the question have been addressed, although 
there is some irrelevance. The essay was thus placed in the 
satisfactory 7-9 band on the Understanding and Response grid. 
On its own terms the essay was quite well organised. It had 
a definite shape, sought to give a balanced view and came 
down on one side of the issue. Some of the ideas had a little 
development and so for Organisation and Development it was 
placed just in the higher category 10-12.

The language has many blemishes but for the most part it is 
comprehensible and for Accuracy was given a satisfactory score. 
Otherwise the language is very varied. There is a certain range 
of vocabulary, some of it appropriate to the subject matter, but 
there are also some rather odd lexical items. There is some 
successful subordination, some use of the passive mood and a 
range of tenses is used aptly. The candidate obviously has some 
ability to manipulate language and for Range and Application of 
Language the piece was placed in the 7-8 category.

This is not a particularly striking piece in any aspect but it does 
show some competence and can be considerd adequate.

Examiner Comments
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This is a poor response to the task. It falls quite a bit short of the lower limit of the required 
word range. There is thus restricted scope to express ideas and to demonstrate a range of 
language.

The language is very weak. There are many serious errors in the forms of the language and 
this ensures that communication is severely compromised. For Accuracy the piece can only 
be given one point, since there is a high incidence of basic errors. Comprehension is further 
impaired by repeatedly flawed vocabulary. Words are simply invented, based on English. 
There is misuse and much repetition. The candidate obviously finds it difficult to manipulate 
French and for Range and Application of Language the piece was placed in the lowest mark 
band on the grid of 1-2.

When linguistic ability is so patently lacking, it is hard for a marker to separate the different 
strands of assessment to avoid penalising the candidate twice or more. Nevertheless, in 
this case it is difficult to follow any relevant ideas. The essay suggests something at least 
on the power of voting in the two situations but sweeping claims about liberty are hard to 
understand or accept. For Understanding and Response the essay was thus placed in the 
4-6 band. For this aspect the piece is certainly extremely limited. In relative terms the 
strongest feature is probably Organisation and Development. It is impossible to contend 
that ideas are well developed but the essay does at least have a certain shape. There is 
a beginning, a middle in which the two systems are at least mentioned, and a conclusion 
giving a personal opinion. The candidate appears to have an idea of what needs to be done 
but does not have the linguistic ability or sufficient knowledge of the subject to produce it. 
For Organisation and Development this answer was placed in the 7-9 category. Work of this 
standard was rarely encountered at this level. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (e)
The essay title requiring a consideration of the free movement of people within the European 
Union proved to be by far the most popular. Considerably more than half of all candidates 
chose this option. This can easily be explained by the fact that this and allied topics were 
so much in the news at the time of the examination. The topicality of the subject explains 
why some candidates wrote rather generally about all immigration, the Syrian war and the 
refugee crisis and the impending British referendum. Much of this material was marginally 
relevant but the main focus of the question was lost. On the other hand, the majority of 
answers revealed a good understanding of what the free movement of people entailed. 
Candidates were aware of the Schengen agreements but often the extent of Britain's 
involvement was not clearly shown.

Many arguments for and against were seen. In the time and space available no essay could 
cover all possible points. On the plus side, candidates commonly pointed to the ability 
to work and study abroad, to the contributions made to the host economy and to the 
cultural understanding and awareness that the system brought. Counter arguments were 
put forward. Here, candidates commonly mentioned the ease with which criminals and 
terrorists could move around Europe, the unemployment caused by an influx of workers, 
the pressures placed on social services and the loss of national identity. There were some 
quite sophisticated ideas, such as the fact that countries lose out when their brightest and 
most competent workers move abroad. Those in favour of free movement frequently said 
that unemployment was not caused, since immigrants commonly do jobs which the native 
population do not want. Against the drain on services issue, they argued that European 
immigrants paid more in taxes than they took out in benefits. Overall, an impressive 
awareness of the situation was often demonstrated.

Many essays on this subject were well planned and had a good structure. A typical essay 
began by saying that free movement was at present a controversial subject about which 
there were many opinions. In two long paragraphs or a series of short paragraphs some 
advantages and disadvantages were dealt with and candidates concluded by giving their 
summative opinion.

These essays were assessed after the result of the referendum had been announced. 
Candidates showed that they were almost universally in favour of free movement and wider 
membership of the European Union.



22 GCE French 4 6FR04 01 



GCE French 4 6FR04 01 23



24 GCE French 4 6FR04 01 

This is a very good response to the question. The essay has a 
clear introduction in which the current situation is laid out. The 
candidate then deals with both sides of the issue in a balanced 
way. Arguments against free movement centre largely on 
criminality and a precise example is given to illustrate the point. 
Ease of travel for work, study and holidays are put forward 
as the main points in favour. The conclusion is balanced. The 
candidate is broadly in favour of the free movement of people 
with the proviso that certain controls need to be put in place. 
Everything is relevant and some cogent points are made. For 
Understanding and Response the essay can be placed in the 
top band, 13-15. The piece is well planned, has good shape, 
is well developed within the constraints of the word limits and 
is certainly logical and clear. The top band of marks is also 
appropriate for Organisation and Development. The language 
is also impressive. There are very few errors in forms and for 
Accuracy a mark of at least 4 is well deserved. There is also a 
good range of vocabulary, appropriate to the subject matter and 
a wide range of complex structures is manipulated effectively. 
Therefore, for Range and Application of Language a score in the 
range 7-8 is certainly justified.

Examiner Comments
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This is a rather mixed response to the task. The candidate shows awareness of the 
situation and the essay is well-planned but the rather average language means that the 
ideas do not come across particularly effectively.

The introduction gives an overview of the situation but reveals a rather hazy idea of the 
historical background to free movement. Some of the ideas presented are more about 
general immigration but the candidate does manage to raise points about terrorism and 
criminality or problems concerning work. More is suggested in favour, such as travel, an 
increase in cultural appreciation, work and study. The conclusion comes down in favour 
but with somewhat vague justification. The arguments are not entirely convincing but 
the general subject has definitely been treated, and for Understanding and Response 
the piece deserves to be considered satisfactory and to be placed in the 7-9 band. The 
essay has obvious shape, it is logical and fairly clear but some of the ideas could have 
been better developed. For Organisation and Development the essay was awarded a 
mark of 10-12. The language rather lets the answer down. It is not fluent or natural, 
the vocabulary is repetitive and quite basic and there is little evidence of the ability to 
manipulate complex structures. For these reasons a mark in the range 3-4 was given for 
Range and Application of Language. There are a few serious errors in forms and accuracy 
is consistently compromised by poor spelling which owes much to the influence of 
English. A mark of 2 was given for Accuracy.

Examiner Comments



28 GCE French 4 6FR04 01 

Question 2 (f)
This was the essay title which gave rise to the most varied responses. A small number of 
candidates wrote a stock answer on the environment, paying little attention to the wording 
of the question. A greater number read the word pessimistes and immediately embarked on 
whether they were optimistic or pessimistic, with no reference to the past. This shifted the 
focus to something they wanted to write about, which was not entirely irrelevant, and barely 
answered the question asked. Many candidates, however, did address the full implications of 
the question. They tended to remind the reader that history was littered with wars, disasters 
and conflicts and these seemed to be continuing. To deal with the more optimistic viewpoint, 
essays usually drew on the most recent past. Advances in science and technology looked 
likely to ensure that we would enjoy a healthier, more comfortable lifestyle in years to 
come. Improvements in relationships between individuals and groups should ensure a more 
harmonious existence for all. It was pleasing to note that the majority of candidates were 
optimistic.
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This essay is at the top end of the word limit but from this point of 
view is perfectly acceptable. It is typical of some of the work seen, 
where a candidate does not address the whole question or many of its 
implications.

In the introduction the candidate admits that there are all sorts of 
things which could be mentioned, if one wishes merely to talk about 
whether one should be optimistic or not. Environmental damage leads 
to a pessimistic outlook. The judgement of genetically modified plants 
is rather equivocal. To counsel optimism the essay mentions mostly 
technology on a superficial level. The final paragraph does mention 
past studies, rather than a study of the past, but to no real purpose, 
as nothing is specified. The answer concludes with the idea that 
things can only get better. The study of history has not really been 
mentioned and, even as a review of optimism and pessimism, the piece 
is unconvincing. It has to be said that there is limited understanding 
of the question and its implications. For Understanding and Response, 
therefore, a score between 4 and 6 was thought to be appropriate. 
Having dealt with this category, an assessor must treat the rest of the 
essay on its merits. There is no doubt that it has a clear shape. Some 
of the ideas are developed but not very effectively. For Organisation 
and Development a mark in the range 7-9 is an apt one. The language 
is quite reasonable and although errors do occur, they are usually not 
egregious mistakes. A lot more is correct than incorrect in the forms 
and so the award of 4 points for Accuracy is justified. There is some 
varied vocabulary, appropriate to the topics the candidate has chosen 
and a little complex language is deployed. For Range and Application 
of Language a mark of 5-6 is warranted. Although the candidate has 
misinterpreted the question, the overall score is a reasonable one.

Examiner Comments
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This is an excellent answer to the question. The essay is of an 
appropriate length.

The focus throughout is on history and the lessons of the past, 
which contain many instances of natural disasters but also 
atrocities committed by human nature. Violence and suffering 
are thus likely to continue, which can only lead to a pessimistic 
outlook. However, history also has examples of human kindness 
and altruism, which should lead to hope for the future. The 
candidate then says that it is vital to study the past in order to 
improve the future. To conclude, the candidate is convinced that 
we must not forget the horrors of the past but, by being aware 
of them, we can be optimistic about avoiding them in the future, 
a very mature view. One might say that it would have been nice 
to have had some concrete examples but for Understanding 
and Response the essay can be put in the highest category, 13-
15. The same is true for Organisation and Development, since 
the essay is well-planned and sequenced, points are developed 
logically and the whole thing is easy to read. There are a few 
mistakes in the forms of the language but a top score of 5 for 
Accuracy is not misplaced. The vocabulary is rich and varied and 
the candidate can use a range of tenses and structures with a 
certain facility. For Range and Application of Language a mark in 
the range 9-10 was given.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (g)
This was the least popular of the discursive essay titles, which was a little surprising for a 
question on the environment. There were at least two possible approaches to producing a 
good answer. A candidate could concentrate solely on discussing the pros and cons of trying 
to be independent in terms of energy. Alternatively, having dealt in less detail with that 
issue, a candidate could argue that another aspect of energy production was the principal 
consideration. A few candidates concentrated on the idea of being independent of other 
countries, without reference to energy needs. Others wrote essays on renewable energy or 
on climate change. The best pieces were those which mentioned the fact that commodities 
such as petrol and gas mainly come from countries which are either unstable or which could 
become less friendly in times of crisis. Problems in developing one's own energy were also 
considered. If a different aspect was thought to be of greater importance, it was usually the 
need to produce clean energy. Most candidates favoured cooperation with other countries 
rather than independence.
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This essay is of an appropriate length. It is a rather interesting, 
individual response to the question.

After a concise introduction the candidate cites France as 
a country which has gained energy independence. It was 
encouraging to see a specific example used but the candidate 
views the advantage of independence merely as a way of 
creating jobs. The second part of the essay deals with what 
should be the principal consideration on energy and concludes 
that the most important thing is to put a stop to global 
warming, to which energy production contributes, by finding 
clean, renewable energy. The essay is relevant throughout and 
reveals a good deal of original thought. For Understanding and 
Response the piece was given a mark in the top band, 13-15. 
Organisation and development were equally impressive and 
a similar score was achieved in this category. The essay has 
excellent shape and there is some interesting development of 
ideas. There are very few errors in the forms of the language 
and for Accuracy the essay was given the maximum mark. 
The candidate attempts some very ambitious, complex French. 
This breaks down slightly in places but the manipulation of 
the language is very sound and for Range and Application of 
Language a mark in the range 9-10 was given.

Examiner Comments
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This essay, which is of an appropriate length, is rather puzzling. The answer is 
hard to follow and difficult to assess. It seeks to deal with quite complex ideas but 
does not quite carry it off. It would be easy to dismiss the whole but one has to try 
to judge the different strands on their merits. 

The introduction is perplexing. The historical allusions are not explained and do 
not help matters. The candidate seeks to counter the idea of energy independence 
with economic arguments but these are confusing. Countries which at present 
supply energy would suffer if others sought to be self-sufficient, which is a 
tenable, if somewhat obvious point. The candidate's efforts to deal with the other 
side of the issue are thin and not very transparent. The conclusion states that 
those countries which mostly survive on services are better off staying as they 
are but here again the ideas expressed are a little bewildering. The candidate 
has obviously tried to deal with the question but the lack of clarity means that 
the piece can only just be satisfactory and should be placed in the range 7-9 for 
Understanding and Response. Taken on its own merits, the essay has good shape 
and the ideas are developed but not in an impressive way. For Organisation and 
Development the piece can be put in the slightly higher 10-12 category. The forms 
of the language are reasonably correct throughout and for Accuracy a mark of 4 is 
appropriate. Some of the essay's confusion may arise because the candidate has 
attempted some quite ambitious language, not all of which is successful. The same 
can be said of the vocabulary and for Range and Application of Language the 7-8 
band was felt to be suitable. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a)
The Geographical Area option in Section C again did not attract many candidates. PACA 
and Brittany were the most popular regions within France, with Marseille the favourite city. 
Other places with a significant francophone community were also found. Fortunately this 
year there were no unsuitable areas used. Examiners once more had the impression that a 
small number of candidates thought that general acquaintance and familiarity with a place 
would suffice to answer potential questions, without the need to do much research or study. 
Such rarely proved to be the case. On this occasion there was less of a vague, travelogue 
approach. However, many essays had too many wasted words in general preambles about 
such things as geographical situation and identity. Degrees of relevance to the precise 
question were seen. Several candidates had facts about the economy and such things as 
GDP, but struggled to make this fit the question. Others gave information about jobs but 
could not go further to make the required analysis. Thus they failed to look at the evolution 
of employment and very little was said by anyone about the effects of any developments. 
Although some knowledge of appropriate places was evident in most essays, it was rare 
to find a piece which could be said to give a full, well-illustrated answer to the specific 
question.
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This essay, which is a little short, has perhaps some potential 
but few points are made with any telling effect. The candidate 
says that tourism provides jobs in Brittany but no evolution 
of employment is chronicled. By mentioning a particular 
festival, the candidate is perhaps making a valid point about 
the seasonal nature of jobs in modern tourism but this is 
never stated explicitly. The paragraph on fishing and the 
selling of houses is not at all clear but perhaps it could be 
claimed that something on effects is hinted at here. Much more 
could also have been said about the impact on employment 
of improved transport links but this is never done and there 
is no pertinent conclusion. The candidate appears to have 
limited understanding of what is required and only a little 
relevant knowledge of the chosen area is demonstrated. For 
Understanding and Research the essay can be considered just 
adequate at the very best and thus merits a mark in the range 
13-18. The piece does not have any discernible beginning and 
end but it does try to deal with some aspects in distinctive 
paragraphs. There is little meaningful development of ideas, 
however. For Organisation and Development the piece could just 
be considered adequate in the range 5-6. The language is not at 
all impressive but it mostly communicates the desired message 
and was given a score in the satisfactory range of 3-4.

Examiner Comments
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This essay is also short, more could have been said. Cameroun is 
home to a significant francophone community and is acceptable 
as an appropriate geographical area. The candidate says a few 
things relevant to the question but overall the response is not at 
all convincing.

Agriculture is said to be a continuing source of employment but 
what is stated later seems to contradict this to some extent. 
Western influence and technology have brought new jobs, a very 
valid point, but few details are given. People have moved from 
agriculture to fill these posts in new industries. No effects are 
discussed. A change of political leadership has led to much easier 
travel and migration of workers has been experienced. It is a 
pity that this has not been developed. Changes in employment 
have led to developments, some good, some bad. This could be 
seen as a gesture towards an analysis of the effects but it is not 
developed. The candidate has attempted to answer the question 
and for Understanding and Research an adequate mark between 
13 and 18 is awarded. Ideas are not developed effectively but 
the essay has some shape and some logic to it. For Organisation 
and Development a score in the range 5-6 was given. The 
language is mostly comprehensible, although there are many 
flaws and the manipulation of French is suspect. For Quality of 
Language a score of 3-4 is justified. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)
The study of a period of History was, as in previous sessions, the second most popular 
choice for the Research Based Essay. However, still only just over 10% of candidates took up 
this option. The number of candidates who responded to Question 3b fell a long way short 
of those who tackled Question 3d. Whichever historical time was selected as a period to 
study, a considerable number of candidates wrote about the population in general and did 
not deal with specific groups of people. For example, those who discussed the Revolution 
often tended to deal with the situation which affected everyone prior to 1789. As usual, 
overwhelmingly the Occupation of France during the Second World War was chosen as 
the age to research. Here, most candidates wrote about the Jews, a sensible and obvious 
choice. Some essays were solely on the plight of this section of the population which did not 
quite satisfy the need to talk about categories in the plural. However, many candidates did 
reveal detailed knowledge about the Jews in wartime France. In addition, other minorities 
were put forward, such as the urban poor and workers who were forced to labour in 
Germany. Quite often the Exode was mentioned and there was a certain indication that 
some candidates were not quite sure of the timescale of this. Essays which concentrated 
on people in vulnerable geographical areas, such as Alsace-Lorraine and the Nord-Pas de 
Calais, made interesting reading in some cases. Whichever period was chosen, the reasons 
for the suffering of particular groups were often not analysed explicitly. The reader was left 
to infer them from the general narrative of hardships. Candidates found this question quite 
accessible and generally handled it satisfactorily.
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This essay is towards the lower word limit and there was thus room to 
develop points a little further. The introduction is promising. It defines 
the period, says everyone suffered and nominates some feasible 
groups to discuss. Although these are dealt with in the ensuing piece, 
the treatment is never quite sustained. Town dwellers are contrasted 
with country people and are said to have suffered more. This is a 
tenable position but it could have been illustrated more effectively. 
The section on women is rather vague and does not say a great 
deal. The material is superficial and may be the opposite of the truth 
for some women, who had to take on the roles of missing menfolk. 
Treatment of the Jews is very thin. It gives an idea of the number 
killed but there is nothing about restrictions on daily life and virtually 
no detail on the constant harassment endured. For Understanding 
and Research the piece was felt to be adequate and a mark between 
13 and 18 was deemed appropriate. The essay has good shape. The 
conclusion repeats the claim that everyone suffered but some more 
than others. For Organisation and Development the essay certainly 
deserved to be in the range 5-6. The language is good. It conveys the 
desired message with ease and was awarded a mark of 5.

Examiner Comments
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This essay is a sound, if not spectacular, response to the question. 
The introduction is succinct, expressing the idea that everone 
suffered in the Occupation but some more than others, thus 
leading into the main treatment. Some detail is given about the 
harsh reality of life for the Jews. The candidate then deals with 
families. Firstly the family unit was broken up by the agreement 
to provide labour for the German war effort. This probably 
mostly concerned young members of families, rather than older 
husbands and fathers but the point is a valid one. The candidate 
then discusses the Exode and other things which made life 
difficult. This turns into something of a list. It might have been 
better to concentrate on one or two items in a little more detail. 
The candidate has obvious knowledge of the Occupation and has 
answered the question. It was felt that for Understanding and 
Research the essay merited a score in the 'good' category, 19-24. 
The essay has some shape, the ideas could have been developed 
more effectively but for Organisation and Development the essay 
gained a mark in the range 5-6. There are very few errors in the 
French, which has a certain complexity. For Quality of Language a 
good score of 5 is entirely justified.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (c)
Aspects of Contemporary Society remained by far the least popular option in Section C of 
this paper. Essays seen tended to be on such things as immigration, the rise of the Front 
National, gay marriage and social unrest. Most candidates were content to recount and 
narrate. Little analysis of whether developments had been positive or not was encountered. 
Some essays went further back in the past than recent times. Keeping abreast of the news 
is in itself insufficient to answer questions on this topic. Essays which rely on this approach 
rarely contain much detail or have the depth which would come with genuine research.
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This essay is short. To help candidates develop their answers 
in Section C, proper nouns, dates, titles and direct quotations 
are not counted and, using this system, the candidate has 
scope to use nearly 100 more words, which could have made 
quite a difference. The Front National is said to have grown 
in popularity but no details are given. The piece then deals 
with two areas in which this party has been particularly 
concerned. There is a definite attempt to analyse whether the 
developments have been positive. This is done mostly from the 
point of view of those likely to support the party and not from 
a wider perspective. For Understanding and Research the essay 
was given an adequate score in the range 13-18. The piece has 
clear shape but the ideas are not developed convincingly or in 
any depth and for Organisation and Development a similarly 
adequate score of 5-6 was thought to be appropriate. The 
French has a number of errors but communicates the desired 
message and a satisfactory mark of 3-4 was awarded for 
Quality of Language.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (d)
The vast majority of candidates chose to write about a book or a film for their RBE in 
Section C of this paper. The same works as in previous years were the most popular in this 
session. These included La Haine, L'Etranger, Un Sac de billes, Amelie, Intouchables and 
L'Avare. The question asked for a description of two minor characters and for an evaluation 
of their role in the work. The question itself helped most essays have clear shape, i.e. 
'after an introduction, describe each character in turn, deal with their role and conclude'. 
This transpired as a formula which worked well for many candidates. There was some 
wide interpretation of what constituted a minor character. Examiners adopted a generous 
approach, as they accepted all but obviously major figures. Therefore, anyone, for exampe, 
other than Meursault in L'Etranger, Joseph Joffo in Un Sac de billes, Amelie, Harpagon 
in L'Avare, Driss and Philippe in Intouchables and Therese in Therese Desqueyroux was 
deemed acceptable. There are many people who appear in La Haine who made fertile 
subjects for this question and lots of candidates made use of such suitable figures. It is hard 
to see that any of the three central characters can be called 'minor' but a certain number of 
candidates rather perversely thought it legitimate to write about two of them. A few claimed 
that one of them, usually Vinz, was the main character and, therefore, wrote about Hubert 
and Said. This was a little more acceptable. Essays which chose two of the three central 
characters were felt to have a limited appreciation of the question and its implications, but 
were not rejected out of hand.

In many essays there was much description and narration of what people did. It was 
relatively rare for candidates to point to such things as illustration of themes, the shedding 
of light on the characteristics of a major figure or the provision of historical or local colour. 
There was often better and fuller treatment of one minor person than the other. On the 
other hand, many good essays were seen. Such pieces did not waste words on a pre-
prepared introduction which gave simple, general facts about the work. Instead, they went 
straight into which secondary characters had been chosen and what connected or contrasted 
them or which theme they reflected. These essays went on to describe but always with 
an eye on the significance of the characters. Average essays had lots of fact but did not 
evaluate role very well. Below average pieces were thin and had a limited understanding 
of the question and its implications. Here, many candidates wasted a lot of words in a long 
preamble about the plot, the production, the author or director, the main characters and 
were some 100 words into the essay before starting to answer the question.

Some essays which contrasted two people were thoughtful and a pleasure to read. These 
answers chose, for example, Samir and Notre-Dame in La Haine, as good cop, bad cop, or 
in Au revoir les enfants, le pere Jean and Joseph, representing resistance and collaboration. 
Some showed the same theme from a different perspective. In Intouchables Adama and 
Elisa were both spoken of as vastly different examples of parental failure. The ability to do 
this depended, of course, on the work chosen.

This question worked very well. It was very unlikely that candidates could simply regurgitate 
what they had been told and still produce a relevant piece. The task led to individual, 
original thought, if it was done well. The question differentiated more reliably than most 
which have been set in this part of the paper during the course of the specification.
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This is a very good answer to the question. The essay is 
of a suitable length. In the introduction two appropriate 
characters are nominated and their main role is indicated. 
The candidate then deals with each character in turn and 
points to the way in which they bring out the personality of 
the central figure, contribute to the depiction of family and 
help to illustrate the theme of the opposition of town and 
country life. Some of these points might have been made a 
little more forcefully. The essay reveals a good appreciation 
of the film and for Understanding and Research is worthy 
of a high score on the border of the top bands. The essay 
has good shape, although some of the main ideas could 
have been developed more effectively. For Organisation and 
Development the piece can still be placed in the range 7-8. 
There are a few minor errors but for Quality of Language the 
French warrants the award of one of the highest marks.

Examiner Comments



60 GCE French 4 6FR04 01 



GCE French 4 6FR04 01 61



62 GCE French 4 6FR04 01 

This is a good reaction to the task and is within the required word count. 
Two suitable minor characters are named in a clear introduction. Both 
people come from the same part of the book. It might have been possible 
to get more variety with a different choice for the second figure.

There is a sound portrait of Ambroise Mancelier. The irony of Jo's situation 
is suggested but could have been underlined more forcefully. It is a pity 
that the candidate did not mention the way in which Jo saved Mancelier 
towards the end, something which underlines how he has developed 
and matured. However, some sensible things are said about Mancelier's 
role. There is a little less on the wife but there is some description and 
discussion of role. The essay is rounded off with a claim regarding the 
main importance of the pair in the overall appreciation of the work. 
For Understanding and Research the essay can easily be placed in the 
good category, 19-24. The essay has clear shape and there is some 
development of sound ideas. For Organisation and Development the piece 
is placed in the category 5-6. The language is somewhat clumsy in places 
with some errors and a lack of real fluency. However, it communicates 
readily and certainly can be put in the satisfactory band of 3-4.

Examiner Comments
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Section C
Candidates are reminded of the need to tick the box which says which essay has been 
answered in both Section B and Section C.
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This is not a very impressive response to the task but there is 
some relevance to reward. A very general introduction is largely 
a waste of valuable words. For some time it is not clear which 
characters are being used as minor figures. Certainly a lot more 
could be said about Cleante. There is some description but 
evaluation of role is unclear. With Frosine we are told that she 
is a strong woman who can manipulate but again any treatment 
of role is thin. There is some sort of thread running through 
the piece, as the candidate seems to want to demonstrate 
how certain people react to the central figure of Harpagon. 
There is an attempt at answering the question but it is far 
from convincing. For Understanding and Research the essay 
was given a mark in the range 13-18. For Organisation and 
Development it was certainly felt to be patchy and a score of 
5-6 was apt. The language communicates but has flaws and 3-4 
was a fitting mark range.

Examiner Comments
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This is a sound reaction to the question. The candidate seems to have 
counted every word, including names, titles etc and so there is actually 
room for a little more to be written. The introduction nominates two 
valid minor characters, without having to resort to using any of the three 
principal figures. Some tenable points are made about each character in 
turn. In the middle the essay has a slight tendency to veer off the topic, 
although the material on the style of filming is linked to the illustration of 
one of the minor personalities and is, therefore, relevant. The point about 
Vinz and Hubert towards the end is a justifiable one, though perhaps it 
is a bit over-simplified. The conclusion is somewhat vague but does seek 
to bring together what has been said. The candidate obviously knows the 
film and has thought carefully about the question and its implications. For 
Understanding and Research a mark on the border between adequate and 
good is appropriate. The essay has some shape, the development of ideas 
is rather mixed and for Organisation and Development the piece was given 
a score in the range 5-6. The language is fairly basic but is adequate for 
the task and gained a mark of 3-4.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• To write clear and accurate French is of paramount importance in this unit. In this regard 
the candidates' grasp of French grammar determines what they are able to express with 
facility.

• In the translation candidates should identify those features of French grammar which 
are being tested. In each part of the passage to be translated one or two of these 
grammatical items will be included. Once they have produced a version, candidates 
should check carefully the accuracy of what they have written.

• Correct French is essential in the two essays.

• It is a good idea to compose, and therefore think, in French.

• It is a good idea to write the essay plan in French.

• Candidates must take a little time to read and think about the whole question and its 
implications, before embarking on an answer. 

• Candidates who choose to write about a book or film in Section C of the paper should 
remember that the work itself is considered the sole area of research. Lengthy 
references to the author or director, to other works by the same person, and to what 
critics have said about the work, are deemed to be irrelevant and waste valuable space.



GCE French 4 6FR04 01 71

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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