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A FRENCH-SPEAKING REGION/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 1 

Question 10a 
 
 
Analysez les facteurs qui, pendant les dernières années, ont influencé les changements 
dans la population de la région que vous avez étudiée. A votre avis, est-ce que tous ces 
changements ont été positifs pour la région ? 
 
 
 
Student 2

Question 10b 

 
Analysez les principaux problèmes et les principaux avantages à vivre dans la région 
que vous avez étudiée. Dans quelle mesure est-ce que la géographie de la région 
contribue à ces problèmes et à ces avantages ? 
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Student 1 (Question 10a)
 
Analysez les facteurs qui, pendant les dernières années, ont influencé les changements 
dans la population de la région que vous avez étudiée. A votre avis, est-ce que tous ces 
changements ont été positifs pour la région ? 
 
This is an example of an essay which falls into the ‘Good’ band for Content. The student 
clearly has a sound knowledge of the region studied and provides a good range of evidence 
and examples to support his/her points, giving some figures regarding the increase in the 
population and the proportion of immigrants, for example. Moreover, the student also 
addresses the second part of the question very well, discussing the positive and negative 
effects these aspects have on the region, thus showing ‘Clear evidence of evaluation and 
well-justified personal reaction’, an aspect which corresponds to the descriptor for the ‘Very 
Good’ band for Content (it is accepted that for the study of a region in particular the concept 
of personal reaction is very much bound up with the evaluation). The structure of the essay 
is also well-organised. However, overall the essay does not meet the criteria for the ‘Very 
Good’ band. The main reason is that although the student frequently refers to the changes in 
the population, the key element of the question, the points made do not always really 
analyse this aspect. If we take, for example, the second and third pages of the essay, here 
the points seem more to be the general advantages and disadvantages of living in this 
region rather than what has changed recently. Thus although the student states that the 
climate, the number of ski resorts or the cultural attractions are responsible for population 
changes, he/she does not analyse how exactly the population has changed; evidence here 
is less convincing and is not always made strictly relevant to the question. Similarly, 
reference to reasons why tourists visit the region is not strictly relevant to this particular 
question.  
 
Overall, therefore, the understanding and knowledge of the task is ‘sound’ rather than 
‘thorough’ and the essay was given a mark towards the top of the ‘Good’ band for Content. 
This meant that the maximum mark for each of the Quality of Language categories was 4 
and the essay does meet the criteria for 4 in each of the categories.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 19
Range of Vocabulary - 4 
Complexity of Language - 4 
Accuracy - 4 

Total - 31/40
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Student 2 (Question 10b)
 
Analysez les principaux problèmes et les principaux avantages à vivre dans la région que 
vous avez étudiée. Dans quelle mesure est-ce que la géographie de la région contribue à 
ces problèmes et à ces avantages ?
 
This essay is relatively weak for two main reasons. Firstly, because there is a lack of specific 
detail and evidence to support the points made and secondly because the essay often 
seems to be referring to aspects of the region which attract tourists, rather than answering 
the specific question regarding the advantages and disadvantages of living in the area. In 
the second paragraph, there are references (which are at best very superficial) to the 
beaches and some specific details regarding the number of species of birds and mammals, 
but the student does not go on to analyse the importance of tourism for the inhabitants. 
Similarly, references to the climate and the lack of things for young people to do are equally 
superficial. The comments made about the improvements in the transport system and the 
increased variety of employment possibilities are valid points to make, though the student 
could have given much more information as to the effect the new industries have had on the 
unemployment rate, for example. Finally, the conclusion to the essay – and indeed the essay 
as a whole - fails to address adequately the second part of the question as to how far the 
geography of the region contributes to the advantages or disadvantages of living in the 
region. The student could also have answered the question more successfully had he/she 
considered how the advantages and disadvantages affect different sections of the 
population, for example different age groups.  
 
Overall, the essay falls firmly in the ‘Limited’ band for Content and is a good match for the 
descriptors in this band and so was placed in the middle of the band. The maximum mark for 
each of the Quality of Language categories was therefore 2 and the essay does meet the 
criteria for 2 in each of the categories.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 8 
Range of Vocabulary - 2 
Complexity of Language - 2 
Accuracy – 2 

Total – 14/40 
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A PERIOD OF 20TH CENTURY HISTORY FROM A FRENCH-SPEAKING 
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY
 

Student 3 

Question 11a

Analysez l’importance de deux personnes pendant la période que vous avez étudiée. A 
votre avis, laquelle de ces deux personnes a eu la plus grande influence sur cette 
période ? 
 
 
 
Student 4

Question 11a

 
 
Analysez l’importance de deux personnes pendant la période que vous avez étudiée. A 
votre avis, laquelle de ces deux personnes a eu la plus grande influence sur cette 
période ? 
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Student 3 (Question 11a)

Analysez l’importance de deux personnes pendant la période que vous avez étudiée. A 
votre avis, laquelle de ces deux personnes a eu la plus grande influence sur cette période ? 
 
This essay is largely quite superficial and does not show a sufficiently detailed knowledge of 
the period, nor is there any real depth to the analysis. The choice of Pétain and de Gaulle as 
the two most important figures of the period is, of course, perfectly valid, but when we look 
carefully at what the student reveals about the latter in particular, it is very limited indeed. 
He/she refers to de Gaulle’s speeches on the BBC and on his return to France, and a claim 
that his actions led to the D Day landings, but no indication of what exactly he did so the 
evaluation of his role lacks justification. The analysis of the role of Pétain is to some extent 
more effective as more details are provided, but even so the analysis is limited. The student 
rightly refers to the signing of the Armistice and shows some personal reaction by stating 
that Pétain ought to have resisted, but he/she does not justify this opinion nor analyse what 
factors led Pétain to agree to the Armistice. Again, la Rafle du Vel d’Hiv is an appropriate 
event to discuss but the student does not analyse what effect the decisions of Pétain had on 
the majority of the French, with aspects such as the STO and food and fuel shortages, for 
example, being omitted. The use of the film “Au revoir les enfants” is perhaps not the best 
evidence to provide as despite its autobiographical aspects it is still a work of fiction rather 
than historical fact – the film is not entirely irrelevant but it should not be the main piece of 
evidence provided. Finally, on occasions the student’s language difficulties do prevent the 
idea from being successfully conveyed. This is true of the anglicism ‘policies’ and also the 
description of Pétain as a traiteur.  
 
The essay was therefore placed in the ‘Limited’ band for Content, but it was felt that there 
were just enough valid points made, especially about Pétain, to award a mark just above the 
middle of that band. As with essay 2, the maximum mark for each of the Quality of Language 
categories was therefore 2 and despite the occasional breakdown in communication the 
essay does meet the criteria for 2 in each of the categories.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 9 
Range of Vocabulary - 2 
Complexity of Language - 2 
Accuracy - 2 

Total – 15/40 
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Student 4 (Question 11a) 
 
Analysez l’importance de deux personnes pendant la période que vous avez étudiée. A 
votre avis, laquelle de ces deux personnes a eu la plus grande influence sur cette période ? 
 
It is interesting to compare this essay with the Essay 3 as both students have chosen the 
same period and Pétain as one of the two figures to analyse. This student does show a 
greater knowledge of the period than the previous one and in the conclusion he/she does 
make a good attempt to answer the specific question set, with some justification for his/her 
opinions. However, the approach for part of the essay tends to be ‘mainly descriptive or 
factual’ – a descriptor for the ‘Limited’ band for Content.  The student does give some 
indication of the reasons why Pétain might have signed the Armistice, and there is mention 
of the STO and the Rafle du Vel d’Hiv, but not the detailed analysis of the impact of the 
occupation on the French people that would be required for the higher marks for Content. 
The analysis of the role of Jean Moulin is likewise mostly narrative, but there is some 
evaluation of his importance towards the end of the paragraph.  
 
Overall, especially given the effective conclusion, this essay was placed in the ‘Sufficient’ 
band for Content, but was slightly nearer the criteria for the ‘Limited’ than the ‘Good’ band, 
and so was awarded a mark just below the middle of that band. The maximum mark for each 
of the Quality of Language categories was therefore 3 and the essay does meet the criteria 
for 3 in each of the categories, though higher marks would have been considered had the 
Content mark been in a higher band.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 12
Range of Vocabulary - 3 
Complexity of Language - 3 
Accuracy - 3 

Total – 21/40
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AN AUTHOR FROM A FRENCH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 5 

Question 12a 

 
Analysez les méthodes utilisées par l’auteur que vous avez étudié pour raconter les 
événements et/ou pour présenter les personnages. Lesquelles de ces méthodes 
trouvez-vous les plus efficaces ? 
 
 
 
Student 6 

Question 12b 

 
Choisissez au moins un livre ou au moins trois contes de l’auteur que vous avez étudié 
et expliquez pourquoi vous conseilleriez ou ne conseilleriez pas à un(e) ami(e) de le(s) 
lire. 
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Student 5 (Question 12a)
 
Analysez les méthodes utilisées par l’auteur que vous avez étudié pour raconter les 
événements et/ou pour présenter les personnages. Lesquelles de ces méthodes trouvez-
vous les plus efficaces ? 
 
This question was one where a number of students failed to address the specific title and 
instead wrote a general essay about the themes of the novel they had studied. This student, 
however, avoids that error and focuses his/her remarks on the actual narrative technique of 
the author. The introduction, though a little longer than necessary, is effective in that it does 
set out the methods which the student has identified and this does provide the basis for an 
effective structure to the essay. The student goes on to analyse a wide range of methods, in 
each case giving at least one specific reference to illustrate the point. The student chooses 
to answer the second part of the question by commenting on how effective each technique is 
as he/she discusses it, rather than leaving this to the end of the essay, and this is a perfectly 
valid approach to take. However, there are nonetheless aspects which could be improved. In 
the analysis of some of the methods, the student does not quite go into as much depth as 
he/she might have done. Thus the discussion of the use of the first person narrative is a little 
confused and does not really analyse the effects of this technique, and more could also have 
been made of the way Sagan uses contrast to portray the characters – aspects such as 
physical descriptions, for example, are not really discussed. It is this slight lack of depth 
which means that the student was judged to have shown a ‘sound’ rather than a ‘thorough’ 
knowledge and understanding of the task and so the essay was placed towards the top of 
the ‘Good’ band for Content.  
 
Consequently the maximum mark for each of the Quality of Language categories was 4 and 
despite a number of errors the essay does meet the criteria for 4 in each of the categories.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 19
Range of Vocabulary - 4 
Complexity of Language - 4 
Accuracy – 4 

Total – 31/40 
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Student 6 (Question 12b)
 
Choisissez au moins un livre ou au moins trois contes de l’auteur que vous avez étudié et 
expliquez pourquoi vous conseilleriez ou ne conseilleriez pas à un(e) ami(e) de le(s) lire.
 
This question is open to a number of different approaches and it is the depth of analysis 
which determines the mark awarded for Content. This particular student has identified 
aspects such as the conflict between two cultures, the difference between French society in 
the 70s and today, the culture in the Chaâba and the development of Azouz, and he/she 
also gives clear opinions and attempts to answer the specific question set. However, the 
approach taken is largely narrative. In the long second paragraph the student gives an 
account of Azouz’s experience at school but the comments are largely superficial; the 
student does not analyse how the teacher represents the Republic, how exactly the other 
pupils reject Azouz and how he responds to this, or what message the author is conveying to 
the reader. Similarly the account of the culture does not contain much analysis; there is 
mention of the music and the cooking, but when the student mentions the use of 
soigneusement he/she does not go on to discuss what impression this adverb creates – 
much more could have been made of this aspect.  
 
Finally, the paragraph on the development of Azouz does show some analysis in that the 
student concludes that he changes from being shy to being confident because of his 
experiences, but we do not learn how this confidence is demonstrated. The conclusion does 
address the question and also introduces some other aspects of the novel in the humour and 
language used and again much more could be made of this, though it does appear the 
student may have run out of time.  
 
Overall, the essay shows ‘some knowledge and understanding of the task’ and so was 
placed in the ‘Sufficient’ band for Content.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 14
Range of Vocabulary - 3 
Complexity of Language - 3 
Accuracy – 3 

Total – 23/40
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A DRAMATIST OR POET FROM A FRENCH-SPEAKING 
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 7 

Question 13a 

Analysez les principales idées exprimées dans la poésie ou dans la/les pièce(s) de 
théâtre que vous avez étudiée(s). Que pensez-vous de ces idées ? 
 
 
 
Student 8 

Question 13a 

 
Analysez les principales idées exprimées dans la poésie ou dans la/les pièce(s) de 
théâtre que vous avez étudiée(s). Que pensez-vous de ces idées ? 
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Student 7 (Question 13a)
 
Analysez les principales idées exprimées dans la poésie ou dans la/les pièce(s) de théâtre 
que vous avez étudiée(s). Que pensez-vous de ces idées ? 
 
One of the first points to make about this essay is that the student has chosen to refer to two 
plays but illustrates nearly all his/her points by referring to Rhinocéros. As is the case with 
the study of an author (with the exception of a short-story writer where at least three stories 
should be discussed,) or a film director a student is neither advantaged nor disadvantaged 
by discussing more than one work and full marks may be achieved in the Playwright  topic 
by analysing just one play. Since this is so, the fact that La Cantatrice Chauve is not 
discussed at any great length does not prevent the student from having access to very high 
marks for Content, given the depth of analysis of Rhinocéros. The essay is clearly very well 
structured, with a wide range of ideas being identified in the introduction then discussed in 
turn with some depth of analysis and the personal reaction being clear and justified as each 
idea in turn is analysed, thus ensuring that the second part of the question is directly 
addressed. The essay therefore meets most of the criteria for the ‘Very Good’ band for 
Content, given that it shows ‘thorough understanding and knowledge of the task’, ‘clear 
evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal reaction’ and a ‘well-organised structure 
with clear progression’.  There are occasions when more specific references to the text could 
have been given or the analysis could have been taken further, such as the mention of the 
interchangeability of the characters where the student does not show exactly how this 
appears in the play, and consequently the essay does not quite merit top marks. However, it 
was placed in the top band for Content, which allowed access to maximum marks in each of 
the Quality of Language categories.  
 
It was judged that the essay did meet the criteria for 5 marks for both Range of Vocabulary 
and Complexity of Language, but that it did not quite do so for Accuracy.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 23
Range of Vocabulary - 5 
Complexity of Language - 5 
Accuracy - 4 

Total - 37 
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Student 8 (Question 13a) 
 
Analysez les principales idées exprimées dans la poésie ou dans la/les pièce(s) de théâtre 
que vous avez étudiée(s). Que pensez-vous de ces idées ? 
 
This essay is one which requires very little commentary and is an example of the standard 
which the very best students can achieve. The same plays are discussed as in the previous 
essay but the depth and sophistication of the analysis, the range of examples and the clear 
evidence of well-justified personal reaction all fully match the descriptors for the ‘Very Good’ 
band for Content. If we take, for example, the first idea which the student chooses to 
analyse, that of the futility of existence, the idea is explained, reference is made to specific 
episodes in the two plays studied with a clear and well-expressed analysis of the message of 
these episodes and the student then goes on to answer the second part of the question by 
giving a justified personal response, reacting both to the humour and to the philosophical 
issue raised. The same is true of the other ideas discussed and this student is able to 
express his/her ideas with great clarity.  
 
Given also the range and complexity of the language used and the high level of accuracy 
there was no hesitation in awarding this essay maximum marks.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 25
Range of Vocabulary - 5 
Complexity of Language - 5 
Accuracy - 5 

Total - 40 
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A DIRECTOR, ARCHITECT, MUSICIAN OR PAINTER FROM A 
FRENCH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 9 

Question 14a 

Analysez les principaux thèmes ou les principales idées de l’architecte/du metteur en 
scène/musicien/peintre que vous avez étudié. Comment avez-vous réagi à ces thèmes 
ou à ces idées ? 

Student 10 
 
Question 14b 

 
Dans quelle mesure est-ce que l’originalité est importante dans au moins une œuvre 
de l’architecte/du metteur en scène/musicien/peintre que vous avez étudié ? 
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STUDENT 9
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Student 9 (Question 14a)
 
Analysez les principaux thèmes ou les principales idées de l’architecte/du metteur en 
scène/musicien/peintre que vous avez étudié. Comment avez-vous réagi à ces thèmes ou à 
ces idées ? 
 
This essay is an example where a student who clearly knows a certain amount about the 
topic studied has not made the most of that knowledge by failing to analyse in sufficient 
detail the actual paintings themselves. He/she has identified three appropriate ideas and 
does give some personal reaction to the paintings, but when we look at the essay closely we 
can see that most of the comments are quite superficial. Thus in discussing the effects of 
light we learn that Monet painted series of paintings of the same subjects at different times of 
the day or in different seasons but we do not learn how this actually appears in the different 
paintings. The same is true of the third idea, that all subjects are of equal value, where an 
example is given but there is no depth at all to the analysis. Had the second idea, that of 
seizing the moment, been discussed in an equally superficial way the essay would have 
certainly been placed in the ‘Limited’ band for Content. However, this idea is dealt with in a 
little more depth as the student does refer to the technique of the brush strokes and uses the 
specific detail of the flags to illustrate the point being made. This was just enough to raise 
the Content mark to the bottom of the ‘Sufficient’ band.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 11
Range of Vocabulary - 3 
Complexity of Language - 3 
Accuracy – 3 

Total - 20
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Student 10 (Question 14b)
 
Dans quelle mesure est-ce que l’originalité est importante dans au moins une œuvre de 
l’architecte/du metteur en scène/musicien/peintre que vous avez étudié ? 
 
This final essay is an example of a student who has adopted a “scattergun” approach to the 
title, seeking to include everything he/she knows about Truffaut, though to be fair the student 
tries to respond to the precise question by frequently stating that whatever aspect is being 
discussed makes the films original. There are indeed quite a number of good points made, 
usually illustrated by precise reference to the films, such as the use of portable cameras and 
exterior decors. This particular point is also developed by the reference to a justified 
personal reaction. At other times the analysis could be more detailed, such as the comments 
about the use of improvisation, where the student gives an example but does not really 
discuss what precise effect the technique has on the film at that point.  There are also 
sections in the essay where the student seems to be discussing themes, techniques or the 
life of Truffaut, without making these points relevant to the question. Therefore the essay as 
a whole falls on the boundary between the ‘Good’ and ‘Sufficient’ bands for Content. The 
structure is certainly more ‘satisfactory’ than ‘logical’, but the range of examples and 
evidence is ‘good’ rather than ‘some’. The knowledge of the task is perhaps ‘sound’ but the 
understanding of the task is closer to ‘some’.  
 
The essay was therefore placed at the bottom of the ‘Good’ band, thus allowing access to a 
maximum of 4 marks in each of the Quality of Language categories, and the essay does 
meet the criteria for 4 in each of the categories.  
 
The final marks for the essay were therefore: 
 
Content - 16
Range of Vocabulary - 4 
Complexity of Language - 4 
Accuracy - 4 

Total - 28
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Assessment Criteria

CONTENT

Marks Criteria
21–25 Very Good

Thorough understanding and knowledge of the task
Wide range of relevant examples and evidence
Clear evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal reaction
Well-organised structure with clear progression

16–20 Good
Sound understanding and knowledge of the task
Good range of relevant examples and evidence
Some evidence of evaluation and personal reaction but not always convincingly 
justified
Logical structure with some progression

11–15 Sufficient
Some understanding and knowledge of the task
Some relevant examples and evidence
Some evaluation and personal reaction evident but often not justified; over-
reliance on received ideas
Structure is satisfactory though there may be some deficiencies

6–10 Limited
Limited understanding and knowledge of the task
Limited use of relevant examples and evidence
Limited evaluation and personal reaction; mainly descriptive or factual
Structure limited – often unclear or confusing

0–5 Poor
Little understanding and knowledge of the task
Lack of relevant evidence. Few examples
Little or no evaluation and/or personal reaction
Structure mainly unfocused and/or disorganised

QUALITY OF LANGUAGE

Range of Vocabulary

Marks Criteria
5 Very wide range of vocabulary used
4 A wide range of vocabulary used
3 Some variety in the use of vocabulary
2 Little variety in the use of vocabulary

0–1 Vocabulary simple and very limited

Complexity of Language

Marks Criteria
5 Very wide range of complex structures
4 A wide range of structures, including complex constructions
3 A variety of structures used with some attempts at complex constructions
2 Structures mainly simple, with little variety

0–1 Structures very simple and limited in scope
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Accuracy

Marks Criteria
5 Highly accurate with only occasional errors
4 Generally accurate with few errors
3 More accurate than inaccurate. Errors rarely impede communication
2 Some errors but these generally do not impede communication

0–1 Many errors which significantly impede communication

It should be noted that the marks awarded for each of Range of Vocabulary, Complexity of 
Language and Accuracy cannot be in a higher band than the band awarded for Content.

Copyright © AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 72

Teacher Resource Bank / A Level French / Exemplar Material Unit 3 Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________



SECTION B: WRITING

Marking Guidance 
 

1. The range of topics and areas for study is inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed 
according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main 
themes of a work, this will be the candidate’s view of what the main themes are, provided he/she 
justifies his/her choice.  If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be ignored, but 
fact should not be confused with interpretation. 
 

2. The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task.  ‘The task’ is to answer the 
specific question set. ‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses the 
question, e.g. range, depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question. 
‘Knowledge of the task’ is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set.  It is not 
so much the actual knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is being 
assessed. Hence the Content mark is determined by how well the candidate has answered the 
specific question set. 
 

3. When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding 
whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band.  If not, move down to the second band 
and so on.  If an essay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given maximum 
marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question. It will be fully relevant, contain 
a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.  
 

4. If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are the 
best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the criteria 
for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark should be 
adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above or the band 
below. If an essay appears to be on the boundary between two bands and it is difficult to decide 
between the two, place the essay at the bottom of the higher band rather than the top of the lower 
band as this will allow access to the higher marks for Quality of Language. 
 

5. The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according to 
the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a region, 
the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for the 
candidate’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly required. 
Candidates do not constantly have to say “I think that...” to be giving personal reaction. For 
example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions. 
 

6. Evidence can take different forms. The candidate must show knowledge of the topic, but in the 
case of a literary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations; precise 
reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may explain or 
justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the candidate must be explicit. 
 

7. Remember that in awarding the Quality of Language marks, these may not come from a higher 
band than the Content mark. Thus if the Content is judged “Sufficient” (11–15) then the maximum 
mark for each of the three Quality of Language marks is 3. However, it should be noted that this is 
the maximum mark available; the mark will be lower if the essay does not meet the criteria for 3 
marks. 
 

8. There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty for 
writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising.  Candidates can have access to the top 
mark bands by writing the minimum number of words, however, not all candidates will be able to 
meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-structured and well-
planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of structures will be eligible for 
the highest marks.  It is the quality of the response and not the number of words which is 
important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is marked. 
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FREN3: NOTES ON CULTURAL TOPIC ESSAYS JUNE 2012

Guidance on individual essays

10 (a) The key element here is the word “changements” and a successful essay will analyse the factors 
which have brought about changes in the population. The best essays are likely to discuss this in terms 
of different sections of the population, possibly by age or with regard to immigration, though it may be in 
terms of the total number of inhabitants. It is also just possible that the region studied has not 
undergone changes in population; if that is the case and the student analyses the factors which have 
led to stability in the population, this should be accepted and allow access to the highest marks. It is up 
to the student to interpret “les dernières années”; any reasonable interpretation should be accepted. 
The second part of the question must be dealt with adequately for the Content mark to be placed in the 
top two bands but it is up to the student whether this is done as each factor in turn is analysed or 
whether it is left to a section at the end. 
 
10 (b) An analysis of the problems and advantages of living in the region is likely to be an aspect which 
all students will have studied in detail and clearly both aspects must be analysed. However, the second 
part of the question must be discussed adequately for marks in the top two bands for Content to be 
awarded. It may well be that for some of the problems/advantages the geography of the region is not 
significant and an essay which states this and explains the reasons for this could be just as successful 
and allow access to the highest marks. Again, it is up to the student to decide whether to include an 
analysis of the importance of the geography as each individual problem/advantage is discussed or to 
leave it to a section at the end of the essay; if the latter is the case this section will probably be quite 
substantial for marks in the top band for Content to be awarded. 
 
11 (a) This should be a fairly straightforward question to assess. If only one figure is discussed then the 
Content band will be at best “Limited”, but to have access to the top two bands for Content the student 
will need to analyse how both the chosen figures influenced the period studied rather than just 
describing what they did. The direct response to the second part of the question – which one had the 
greater influence – can be dealt with relatively briefly provided the influence the figures had on the 
period has been adequately analysed. 
 
11 (b) This question is open to a number of interpretations and any reasonable approach should be 
accepted. The “lessons” discussed may be in terms of political or military tactics or the response of the 
population to key events or situations, but it would be equally valid to discuss moral lessons that may 
be drawn for the events or the conduct/ideas of leading figures of the period. 
 
12 (a) Remember that if a short story writer is chosen, at least three stories must be discussed for the 
essay to be placed in the top two bands for Content. The student is at liberty to analyse the methods 
used for narrating events or for presenting the characters or both, so it should not automatically be 
assumed that a student who discusses both aspects will be awarded higher marks; marks in the top 
band for Content may be awarded for an essay which analyses either aspect in sufficient depth and 
detail. 
 
12 (b) This is a very open question and may be answered in a number of ways. Students who merely 
relate the plot, possibly accompanied with a brief comment that the story/novel is exciting or something 
similar, will not score highly. An essay in the top two bands for Content will probably analyse in depth 
more than one aspect, though it is for the student to decide whether that is the messages, themes, 
characterisation, techniques or whatever.  
 
13 (a) If only one idea is discussed then the Content band will be at best “Limited”. Other than that the 
student may discuss as many ideas as (s)he wishes and it is the depth of analysis which will determine 
the Content mark. The second part of the question may be dealt with relatively briefly, possibly in the 
conclusion, but the opinions expressed must be well-justified for the essay to be placed in the top band 
for Content. 
 
13 (b) Students are of course at liberty to agree or disagree with the statement but it is likely that the 
essay will analyse those aspects – whether it be messages, ideas or the ways in which these are 
conveyed -  which are likely to appeal to young people. It is also possible that a student may choose to 
analyse why the themes, messages or style of the works studied have no relevance or interest for 
young people of today, and such an approach is equally valid. 
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14 (a) As with 13 (a) if only one theme or idea is discussed then the Content band will be at best 
“Limited”. Other than that the student may discuss as many ideas as (s)he wishes and it is the depth of 
analysis which will determine the Content mark. The second part of the question may be left to the 
conclusion or discussed as each idea/theme is analysed, but a well-justified personal reaction is 
needed for the essay to be placed in the top band for Content. 
 
14 (b) A student may choose to analyse one or more works and an essay which discusses just one 
work may be awarded the highest marks if it meets the criteria. The student is free to interpret 
“originality” in terms of themes or techniques, though some analysis of the medium (music, art, film etc) 
in which the artist worked would normally be expected. 
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