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AQY/

A FRENCH-SPEAKING REGION/COMMUNITY

Student 1

Question 10a

Analysez I'importance des différentes sources d’emploi dans la région que vous avez étudiée. A
votre avis, comment est-ce que ces sources d’emploi pourraient évoluer dans les années a
venir?

Student 2

Question 10b

« |l'y a de nombreuses régions qu'il est agréable de visiter mais ou on ne voudrait pas vivre en
permanence. ». Expliquez pourquoi cela est vrai ou n’est pas vrai pour la région que vous avez
étudiée.
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Section B

Writing
See Insert for questions.
Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 10(a).
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Student 1 (Question 10a)
Commentary

This essay falls into the ‘Sufficient’ band for Content as the student shows ‘some understanding
and knowledge of the task’. At times, especially on the first page, the student appears to be
answering a slightly different question — about how employment has changed in the past — rather
than analysing the current importance of the different sources of employment. However, in the long
paragraph on the second page the task is addressed more precisely though there is a lack of detail
and depth of analysis. There are references to le secteur vert and to I'industrie aérospatiale but
insufficient supporting information — we do not learn, for example, what proportion of the working
population is employed in these industries or whether they are concentrated in only one or two
cities or spread throughout the region. Nonetheless the concluding paragraph does give some
more precise detail regarding service industries and the student does address the second part of
the question with some justification for his/her views. Overall, although the range of examples and
evidence was nearer to the descriptor for ‘Limited’, the structure of the essay was nearer to the
‘Good’ band and overall the essay was placed in the middle of the ‘Sufficient’ band. Consequently
the maximum marks available in each of the Quality of Language criteria was 3 and these were the
marks awarded, though higher marks would certainly have been considered had the Content mark
been higher.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content - 13/25

Range of Vocabulary - 3/5

Complexity of Language - 3/5

Accuracy - 3/5

Total - 22/40
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Student 2 (Question 10b)
Commentary

This student again shows ‘some understanding and knowledge of the task’. He/She does show
clear personal reaction to the advantages of both visiting and living in the city and discusses
aspects such as transport and employment with some supporting evidence. Furthermore even if
the justification for the opinion given in the conclusion is a little superficial the conclusion does
attempt to answer the specific question set. Nonetheless the essay does not meet the criteria for
the ‘Good’ band for Content. The student does not really go into the potential differences between
visiting and living in Paris, nor consider what the advantages or difficulties of living there would be
for different sectors of the population such as the young, the old, immigrants etc. It was felt that the
range of evidence in the essay and its structure were nearer the criteria for the ‘Good’ band and
therefore the essay was placed at the top of the ‘Sufficient’ band. Although the language used was
not particularly complex there was nonetheless ‘a variety of structures with some attempts at
complex structures’ and the essay as a whole fulfilled the criteria for 3 marks in each of the Quality
of Language categories.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content - 15/25

Range of Vocabulary - 3/5

Complexity of Language - 3/5

Accuracy - 3/5

Total - 24/40
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AQY/

A PERIOD OF 20™ CENTURY HISTORY FROM A FRENCH-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 3

Question 11a

Pour la période que vous avez étudiée, analysez les aspects que vous avez trouvés les plus
intéressants et/ou surprenants. Expliquez pourquoi vous avez réagi ainsi.

Student 4

Question 11b

Analysez les causes des événements les plus importants de la période que vous avez étudiée.
Dans quelle mesure est-ce que ces événements étaient inévitables?
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Writing
See Insert for questions.
Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 10(a).
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Student 3 (Question 11a)
Commentary

This essay falls into the ‘poor’ category for Content. The examiner’'s report on the paper includes
the statement: “Those students who chose to answer Question (a) tended to be very narrative; the
most common weakness was to recount an event and say it was interesting or surprising but
without really justifying the opinion expressed”. This is certainly the case here, where the student’s
approach is almost entirely narrative. The only point in the essay where there is some very
superficial analysis is on the first page where the student gives one reason for Pétain’s decision to
sign the Armistice and the only other feature of the essay which is worthy of credit is the fact that
the student does express a relevant opinion in the conclusion though with very limited justification.
It is worth pointing out that it is entirely up to the student how many aspects he/she chooses to
analyse (provided that there are more than one), but analysis must involve more than describing or
narrating events; it should examine the causes or consequences of these events. As the mark for
Content was in the ‘Poor’ band, the maximum mark available for Quality of Language was 1 in
each category.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 3/25

Range of Vocabulary — 1/5

Complexity of Language — 1/5

Accuracy - 1/5

Total — 6/40
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Section B

Writing
See Insert for questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 10(a).
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Student 4 (Question 11b)
Commentary

As with the previous question the number of events which the student chooses to analyse is less
important than the depth of analysis, and the fact that this student limited him/herself to just two
events did not affect the mark that was awarded one way or the other. The student clearly has
quite a good knowledge of the events of the period and makes a good attempt to analyse the
causes, though does not always go into sufficient depth or detail to be awarded the highest marks.
It is fair to say that the analysis of the end of tripartisme is more convincing than that of the
Algerian crisis where the student really only makes two or three points and does not really examine
in depth the causes of the crisis. However, on the positive side, the student does attempt to answer
the specific question set in that he/she does discuss briefly to what extent the events were
inevitable. Overall, the analysis of the first event is clearly in the ‘Good’ band for Content, whereas
that of the second is more in the ‘Sufficient’ band so taking the essay as a whole it was decided to
place the essay at the bottom of the ‘Good’ band, thus giving access to the higher marks for
Quality of Language, and the essay does meet the criteria for 4 marks in each category.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 16/25

Range of Vocabulary — 4/5

Complexity of Language — 4/5

Accuracy — 4/5

Total — 28/40
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AQY/

AN AUTHOR FROM A FRENCH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 5

Question 12a

Analysez les facteurs qui motivent les actions des personnages principaux dans le(s) livre(s) ou
les contes que vous avez étudié(s). Dans quelle mesure est-ce que ces personnages sont
poussés par les mémes motivations?

Student 6

Question 12b

Analysez le développement de deux themes différents dans le(s) livre(s) ou les contes que
vous avez étudié(s). A votre avis, lequel de ces thémes est le plus important?
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Section B |
Writing ‘
See Insert for questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 10(a).
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Student 5 (Question 12a)
Commentary

This is a case of a student who has clearly under-achieved in the essay simply by not answering
the precise question set. As with the questions on the period of history, the student is at liberty to
choose how many characters to analyse, provided that there are more than one, and as this
student has limited him/herself to just one character, he/she simply does not answer the precise
question, the second part of it in particular being completely ignored. The student does give an
effective analysis of the factors which motivate the main character, discussing her education,
poverty, her family and other relationships and although the approach is a little narrative in places,
the student does provide some evidence to support the views expressed. However, the fact that no
other character is analysed at all means that the student shows at the very best ‘Limited
understanding and knowledge of the task’ and so the essay was placed at the bottom of the
‘Limited’ band for Content, which meant that the maximum marks available for Quality of Language
were 2 in each category.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 6/25

Range of Vocabulary — 2/5

Complexity of Language — 2/5

Accuracy — 2/5

Total — 12/40
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Section B
Writing
See Insert for questions.
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. 21 Do not write
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Student 6 (Question 12b)
Commentary

This is an example of an essay which clearly falls into the ‘Very Good’ band for Content. Firstly, it
is worth pointing out that if a short story writer is studied — and Maupassant is by far the most
common choice in this field — then reference must be made to at least three stories and this
student does more than fulfil this requirement. The essay meets all the criteria for the top band; the
student identifies the themes to be discussed and skilfully blends reference to a number of different
stories to illustrate the points, there is clear evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal
reaction and there is a wide range of evidence to support the views — sometimes in the form of
guotation but references to incidents or characters are equally valid and effective. Most
importantly, the student never limits him/herself to relating the plot but goes on to examine what
messages or impressions emerge from the themes and how those messages are conveyed. Those
most familiar with Maupassant may feel that there are aspects of the theme of war which could be
further discussed, in particular its effect on the poor, but as is always the case, students are judged
on what they include rather than what an examiner considers are the most important aspects,
provided that the opinions expressed are well-justified, and this student does discuss a wide range
of aspects in considerable depth. Finally, in the conclusion the student does answer very
specifically the question as to which of the themes is the more important. The one aspect of the
question which the student could have addressed more precisely is that of the ‘development’ of the
themes; this is admittedly more difficult to discuss with reference to a collection of short stories
than to a novel, but the student could perhaps have analysed how the themes are developed
throughout a collection of stories or even within an individual story. Nonetheless, the essay is
clearly in the top band for Content and, despite the occasional error, the Quality of Language is
also clearly worth the maximum marks in all three categories.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 23/25

Range of Vocabulary — 5/5

Complexity of Language — 5/5

Accuracy — 5/5

Total — 38/40
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AQY/

A DRAMATIST OR POET FROM A FRENCH-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 7

Question 13b

Analysez les techniques utilisées par le dramaturge ou le poéte que vous avez étudié pour
exprimer ses idées. Quelles technigues est-ce que vous trouvez les plus efficaces?

Student 8

Question 13b

Analysez les techniques utilisées par le dramaturge ou le poéte que vous avez étudié pour
exprimer ses idées. Quelles technigues est-ce que vous trouvez les plus efficaces?
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Student 7 (Question 13b)
Commentary

This is an example of a very competent essay which does not quite meet the criteria for the ‘Very
Good’ band for Content. The student identifies a number of appropriate techniques — play on
words, use of metaphor and use of familiar language, analyses what effect these have within some
of the poems and gives appropriate examples to illustrate the analysis — in the case of poetry it
would be difficult to give examples without using quotations. However, the range of techniques is
not quite wide enough and the analysis not quite detailed enough for the essay to be placed in the
top band for Content. While the section on play on words is very effective, the section on metaphor
is less convincing as the comments are relatively brief and detailed analysis of individual poems is
lacking. Nonetheless, the essay is well-structured, there is a good attempt to answer the specific
guestion set and there is clear evidence of personal reaction with justification for the views
expressed. Overall, the knowledge and understanding of the task is more ‘Sound’ than ‘Thorough’
and so the essay was placed in the ‘Good’ band for Content, but as it is clearly much closer to
matching the criteria for the ‘Very Good’ than for the ‘Sufficient’ band, it was placed at the top of
the 'Good’ band. It also meets the criteria for 4 marks in each of the Quality of Language
categories, the maximum which can then be awarded.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 20/25

Range of Vocabulary — 4/5

Complexity of Language — 4/5

Accuracy —4/5

Total — 32/40
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Student 8 (Question 13b)
Commentary

This is an example of an essay which was awarded full marks. The student answers the question
fully and precisely, the essay is well-structured and there is a wide range of examples as well as
clear evidence of evaluation and personal reaction. If we compare this essay to that of Student 7
on the same question, albeit with reference to a different poet, we can see that there is much
greater depth to the analysis as well as discussion of a wider range of techniques. A good example
of this is the section on antithesis where the student not only analyses its effect within an individual
poem but also discusses how this combines with other poetic techniques to convey specific
messages. The conclusion, too, is a very well-justified response to the question posed in the essay
titte. As has been mentioned with reference to Student 6, there are doubtless aspects of
Baudelaire’s poetic technique which the student has not discussed (rhythm or enjambement, for
example) but essays are assessed on what it is reasonable to expect an A Level student to
produce in about an hour and there will not be many more detailed and effective answers than this
one. As far as the Quality of Language marks are concerned, there is no doubt that the essay
meets the criteria for 5 marks on both Range of Vocabulary and Complexity of Language, and
although there are a few significant errors it was felt that given the length and complexity of the
essay it did match the description of “highly accurate with only occasional errors”.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 25/25

Range of Vocabulary — 5/5

Complexity of Language — 5/5

Accuracy — 5/5

Total —40/40
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AQY/

A DIRECTOR, ARCHITECT, MUSICIAN OR PAINTER FROM A
FRENCH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Student 9

Question 14a

Analysez les influences sur l'architecte/le metteur en scene/musicien/peintre que vous avez
étudié. Comment est-ce que ces influences se manifestent dans au moins une de ses
ceuvres?

Student 10

Question 14b

Analysez les aspects de I'ceuvre de I'architecte/du metteur en scéne/musicien/peintre que vous
avez étudié qui vous ont le plus impressionné(e). Expliquez pourquoi vous les trouvez
impressionnants.
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Section B
Writing
See Insert for questions.
Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 10(a).
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Student 9 (Question 14a)
Commentary

This student has clearly prepared well and shows a sound knowledge of the topic, but does not
always make quite the most of his/her knowledge and, as with Student 7, does not quite go into
sufficient depth in the analysis. A nhumber of specific influences are identified and the student
shows how these are reflected in the film, though there are not quite as many specific references
to the film as there could have been, so the range of evidence is more ‘good’ than ‘wide’.
Furthermore, the student could discuss the relative importance of the various influences and the
analysis of specific incidents or influences could be taken further. An example of this is the
discussion of the influence of real events on the film; here the student’s approach is rather
descriptive rather than discussing specifically their impact not just on the plot but also on
characterisation, the mood or the structure of the film, for example. Overall, therefore, the essay is
a good match for the criteria for the ‘Good’ band for Content and was placed in the middle of that
band. As for the Quality of Language marks, the essay meets the criteria for 4 marks for both
Range of Vocabulary and Accuracy (there are errors but it is fair to describe the essay as
‘generally accurate’ rather than ‘more accurate than inaccurate’); the mark for Complexity of
Language is on the boundary between 3 and 4 but it was decided to give the student the benefit of
the doubt in this respect.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 18/25

Range of Vocabulary — 4/5

Complexity of Language — 4/5

Accuracy — 4/5

Total — 30/40
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Student 10 (Question 10b)
Commentary

Although this essay title is very general and does allow students a choice as to which aspects of
the artist's work to analyse, this essay does lack focus and the student spends too much time
relating aspects of Gainsbourg’s life or describing the success of his songs rather than analysing
his music. If we take the second paragraph, for example, the approach is largely narrative; the
comments in line 3 that his song is original and at the end that it was not the story of a man and a
woman are only a very superficial kind of analysis. However, the section on the use of words and
metaphors is a little more detailed and does also include some personal reaction. Overall,
however, we learn very little about different aspects of musicality, the essay is not well structured
to respond to the specific question set and there is relatively little in the way of evidence and
examples. It therefore shows “Limited understanding and knowledge of the task”, but as the essay
is nearer to matching the criteria for the ‘Sufficient’ band than the ‘Poor’ band, it was placed at the
top of the ‘Limited’ band. The maximum marks available for Quality of Language were therefore 2
in each category and the essay does fulfil the criteria for those marks.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:
Content — 10/25

Range of Vocabulary — 2/5

Complexity of Language — 2/5

Accuracy — 2/5

Total — 16/40

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 68



Teacher Resource Bank / A Level French / Exemplar Material Unit 3 Writing / Version 1.0

Marking Guidance

1.

The range of topics and areas for study is inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed
according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main
themes of a work, this will be the candidate’s view of what the main themes are, provided
he/she justifies his/her choice. If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be
ignored, but fact should not be confused with interpretation.

The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task. ‘The task’ is to answer
the specific question set. ‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses
the question, e.g. range, depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question.
‘Knowledge of the task’ is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set. It is
not so much the actual knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is
being assessed. Hence the Content mark is determined by how well the candidate has
answered the specific question set. If a candidate has answered only one part of a two-part
guestion, it is not possible to award a mark in the ‘Good’ band for Content.

When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding
whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band. If not, move down to the second band
and so on. If an essay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given
maximum marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question, it will be fully
relevant, and it will contain a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.

If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are
the best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the
criteria for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark
should be adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above
or the band below. If an essay appears to be on the boundary between two bands and it is
difficult to decide between the two, place the essay at the bottom of the higher band rather than
the top of the lower band as this will allow access to the higher marks for Quality of Language.

The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according
to the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a
region, the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for
the candidate’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly
required. Candidates do not constantly have to say “l think that...” to be giving personal
reaction. For example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions.

Evidence can take different forms. The candidate must show knowledge of the topic, but in the
case of a literary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations;
precise reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may
explain or justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the candidate must be explicit.

Remember that in awarding the Quality of Language marks, these may not come from a higher
band than the Content mark. Thus if the Content is judged “Sufficient” (11-15) then the
maximum mark for each of the three Quality of Language marks is 3. However, it should be
noted that this is the maximum mark available; the mark will be lower if the essay does not
meet the criteria for 3 marks.

There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty
for writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising. Candidates can have access to
the top mark bands by writing the minimum number of words however, not all candidates will be
able to meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-
structured and well-planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of
structures will be eligible for the highest marks. It is the quality of the response and not the
number of words which is important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is
marked.
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