
 

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 
The Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA) is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 3644723) and a registered 
charity (registered charity number 1073334). Registered address: AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

hij
 

 
 
 
 
 

Teacher Resource Bank 

AS Level French (1651) 

Student Exemplar Work: 
 

 Unit 1 Writing (Autumn 2011) 



 

The following essays are from the FREN1 January 2011 examination. 
 
The Principal Examiner has provided commentaries for each of the essays. 
 
Centres are advised to read the Jan uary 2011 and June 201 1 Report on the Exa mination which is 
available on e-AQA. 
 



 

 

 Pages 
 
Student A (Question 12) 4 
 
Commentary 8 
 
Student B (Question 11) 9 
 
Commentary 13 
 
Student C (Question 11) 14 
 
Commentary 18 
 
Student D (Question 11) 19 
 
Commentary 24 
 
Student E (Question 11) 25 
 
Commentary 29 
 

Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

3 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT A 

Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

4 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

5 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

6 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

7 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



 

 

Question 12 
 
A votre avis, quels sont les avantages et les inconvénients des différents moyens de 
regarder un film? Pour vous, quel est l’avenir du cinéma? 
 
Content 
 
The essay begins with a  brief introduction, which mainly uses material f rom the introductory rubric 
to the que stion. This int roduction seems to be incomplete a nd to end  abruptly. However, straight 
away, the student start s to discu ss the adva ntages and  disadvanta ges of dow nloading f ilms.  
Some of these are clear but others are confused and not well expressed.  There are just a couple 
of advantages communicated, but th e disadvantages are more difficult t o comprehend such as les 
personnes qui téléchargent le films doivent punir, and parce que le film a réalisé dans le ciné.  The 
next section deals with home cinema. This is more successful in dealin g with the a dvantages, but 
once again we encounter some diff iculties when we come to the d isadvantages, for example, on 
regarde le cinema domicile répétement. There then follows a discussion of t he merits of the 
traditional cinema. Once  again some valid points are made but then the student fa ils to express 
ideas clearly. It is hard to make anything of Gràce à le ciné, on a le cinema à domicile. There are 
no disadvantages mentioned. The final paragra ph tackles the future of  the cinema. This is clear 
though there seems to be a lack of vocabulary in phrases such as l’avenir du cinema est cool. 
 
The most appropriate  band for Content is 9-12 since  the essay is sufficient  but cannot  be 
described as good. Too few points are developed and man y are  unclear. Howe ver, the essay is 
relevant and has a reasonable structure. A mark of 9 has be en given, suggesting that the work is  
closer to th e limited band where some of the descriptors could apply to this piece  such as po ints 
difficult to understand, justification weak. 
 
Quality of Language 
 
As for Range of Vocab ulary, there is a mixture of some good topic specific vocabulary ( le son, 
réalisateur), with some anglicisms – ils regarderaient les films pour libre. A mark of 3 is awarded.  
 
For Range of Structures, 3 has also been awarded (some variety used ). There are a number of 
effective link phrases and a fair range of tenses in evidence. 
 
Accuracy is inconsistent. There are some very basic errors of gender and agreement but the piece 
is generally accurate overall and therefore 3 is once again appropriate. 
 
 
 
 Marks 

Content 9 

Range of Vocabulary 3 

Range of Structures 3 

Accuracy 3 

Total 18/35 
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Question 11 
 
Donnez votre opinion sur les causes du stress chez les jeunes. Quelles en sont les 
solutions possibles, à votre avis? 
 
Content 
 
The structur e of this essay is mostly well-ordered with a b rief introduction (though  il faut qu’on 
réfléchisse ceux raisons is not very clear), a series of paragraphs dealing with different causes of 
stress and a number of possible solutions, followed by a very brief if somewhat abrupt conclusion. 
The respon se to the task is mostly relevant, th ough the re ference to smoking and drugs is n ot 
strictly relevant or properly explain ed.  Ther e are a numb er of points made whic h are clearly 
expressed such as the pressure of  studies, fa mily life and peer pressure. Some of these could 
have been developed further, however. There are also a good number of proposed solutions such 
as TV, sport, diet and sleep. Once again, one feels the student lacks th e language to make further 
justification or explanation – les conversations avec les amis sont bien, les comedies sont bien, les 
sports individuals que sont bons. For these reasons the essay has been given a mark in the 1 3-16 
band for Co ntent since it meets the  criteria well but the su perficiality of some of  t he commen ts 
means it has gained 13 and the occasional lap se in the structure also means a mark at the lower  
end of the band is justified. 
 
Quality of Language 
 
For Range of Vocabula ry 4 marks have been given, since  there is a good range of appropriate 
vocabulary though the student could  have used a wider vari ety of word s to express positive a nd 
negative opinions. 
 
A mark of 4  is also app ropriate for Range of Structures since the stu dent uses t he subjunctive  
confidently and there are several instances of  the imperfect and co nditional te nses used in si 
clauses. 
 
In terms of  Accuracy, there are some odd errors such  as the qui/que confu sion,  lack of  
agreements, wrong gen der, inaccurate use of t he possessive adjective  – les jeunes doivent sortir 
avec ses amis – and therefore a mark of 3 is given. 
 
 
 
 Marks 

Content 13 

Range of Vocabulary 4 

Range of Structures 4 

Accuracy 3 

Total 24/35 
 

Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

13 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT C  

Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

14 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

15 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

16 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

17 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



 

 

Question 11 
 
Donnez votre opinion sur les causes du stress chez les jeunes. Quelles en sont les 
solutions possibles, à votre avis? 
 
Content 
 
This essay fits neatly int o the good category (13-16 band). There is a reasonable structure with a 
brief introduction and a very succinct conclusio n. A number of valid and relevant points are mad e 
though some are not very well developed such as the reference to talking to friends and family and 
the brief mention of spo rt as a means to combat  stress. Occasiona lly, the reader is left in so me 
doubt as to the student’s meaning – il y a beaucoup de pression de réussir et d’aller en fac pour 
les étudiants, alors il y a toujours la stress pour lui parce qu’ils devraient finir tous ses devoirs is 
particularly confusing.  The reference to drugs and smoking causing st ress is a little belaboured.  
Therefore, the essay meets the crit eria of the 13-16 band but because of the inconsistency in the 
amount of justificat ion and illustration, together with the occasional  lack of clarity, a mark of 1 4 is 
awarded for Content. 
 
Quality of Language 
 
The Range of Vocabula ry is good, with several impressive uses of to pic specific vocabulary (la 
pression, s’inquiéter) to gether with some other nice touch es such a s fléau). On the other hand  
there are some strange mistakes such as servaux (presumably for cerveau) and récontrer. There 
is also some repetition (provoquer).  A mark of 4 is awarded. 
 
The Range of Structures is also very good wit h some appropriate use s of the su bjunctive, th e 
conditional and the perf ect infin itive. However, t here is a lso a heavy reliance on ba sic structures 
such as il y a. Once again, 4 marks are awarded. 
 
As for Accuracy, the essay is generally very ac curate but there are some odd erro rs marring t he 
overall impression. Les problémes sont absolument reduisaient jars somewha t, as do the  
occasional mis-spelling, wrong gender and missing agr eement. A mark of 4 is theref ore 
appropriate. 
 
 
 
 Marks 

Content 14 

Range of Vocabulary 4 

Range of Structures 4 

Accuracy 4 

Total 26/35 
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Question 11 
 
Donnez votre opinion sur les causes du stress chez les jeunes. Quelles en sont les 
solutions possibles, à votre avis? 
 
Content 
 
This a well-structured p iece with a brief introdu ction and a n attempt at  a conclusio n which is not  
completely successfully  expressed.   The stud ent deals w ell with a v ariety of ca uses of stress 
including school, family, money  and generally t he points ar e clearly made and developed. This is 
followed by a similar  number of possible  solutions, which range fro m sport, so cializing an d 
shopping. Once again, the ideas are expressed with clarity and with attempts at development. This 
has several characteristics of the very good band but the occasional lack of precision and a certain 
superficiality and repetition mean that the essay has been p laced in the good band (13-16), though 
at the very top of the band because it is far closer to very good than sufficient.  
 
The Range of Vocabulary is good, though réducer is an  unfortunate  error and t here is so me 
evidence that the student has to resort to repetition of certa in words in order to exp ress ideas with 
stressé/stressant overused, where anxieux/inquiet might have provided some variety. A total of 4 is 
the most appropriate mark. 
 
The Range of Structures is also  impressive with subju nctives, co nditional ph rases, present 
participles and subordinate clauses introduced by qui/que/ce que all in evidence.  There is ag ain 
some over reliance on some set phrases such as je crois que, je pense que and therefore 4 marks 
are awarded. 
 
The Accuracy is a litt le erratic. While the essay is generally accurately written, there are some odd 
mistakes which are irrita ting such as un solution, tous leurs temps, pour les rendent.  A mark of 3 
has been awarded. 
 
 
 
 Marks 

Content 16 

Range of Vocabulary 4 

Range of Structures 4 

Accuracy 3 

Total 27/35 
 

Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

24 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT E  

Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

25 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

26 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

27 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Teacher Resource Bank / AS-level French / Exemplar Material Unit 1 Writing / Version 1.0

28 Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

_________________________________________________________________________________________



 

 

Question 11 
 
Donnez votre opinion sur les causes du stress chez les jeunes. Quelles en sont les 
solutions possibles, à votre avis? 
 
Content 
 
This essay is very well written and structured. There is a clear introduction, followed by a series of 
paragraphs which in turn deal with the causes of stress and some possible solu tions. The student 
has tried really hard to develop, e xpand and illustrate th ese points and there is appropriat e 
justification of the ideas given.  The essay meets the criteria for the to p band 17-2 0 (very goo d) 
since virtually all the poi nts made are clearly expressed and well explai ned in a logical and flue nt 
structure.  As an example, the second para graph deal ing with sch ool life,  which start s with the 
amount of work to be do ne, examination stress and then the subsequent lack of leisure time. This 
is well expressed and f ollows on neatly and logically from the student ’s original p oint. However, 
there are the odd phrases which cause a little confusuio n such as certains parents sont trop 
protecteurs et ne donnent pas à leurs amis la liberté.  There is also a small amount of repetition 
about the benefits of enough sleep. For these reasons the essay h as been given 18 mark s for  
Content which places it in the middle of the very good band. 
 
Quality of Language 
 
The Range of Vocabulary is very good and justifies the highest mark possible ( 5). There is a 
variety of language which is p leasing and goo d use of id iom. The student uses some good topic 
specific vocabulary (anxieux, l’estime de soi, la pression des pairs) and uses a very good variety of 
connectives. 
 
The Range of Structures is a lso impressive. There is a variety of tenses used, with  examples of 
appropriately used subjunctive phrases as well as passives and subordinate clause s introduced by 
qui, quand and the use of the present participle. A mark of 5 is awarded. 
 
As for Accuracy, though the piece re ads well and is generally very accurate, there are some basic 
errors especially in spe lling such a s doubte, and some ge nder problems toute le monde, en la 
meilleur santé. For this reason a mark of 4 is awarded. 
 
 
 
 Marks 

Content 18 

Range of Vocabulary 5 

Range of Structures 5 

Accuracy 4 

Total 32/35 
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