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CANDIDATE 1

Question 10

A quoi sert le cinéma? Pour certains spectateurs, le cinéma n’existe pas pour amuser
ou divertir le public mais pour informer et pour faire réfléchir

A votre avis, quelle est la valeur du cinéma? Pourquoi est-ce que le cinéma est
toujours si populaire dans la société actuelle?

Content

The content of this essay is very good. A variety of valid points has been made, such as the
variety of different types of film, the importance of entertaining films in fighting stress, the
special effects making a trip to the cinema more satisfying than staying at home, the good
value which the cinema represents, the educational possibilities of film, the socialising
aspects of going to see a film with family or friends and the way in which we can reflect on
what we have seen. The candidate has expanded and developed the points she has made.
The answer is relevant to the title and there is evidence that the essay has been well
planned, with a clear brief introduction and conclusion, with both parts of the question
signalled in the answer. Despite several points where ideas are not totally successfully
expressed, with some ambiguity and lack of clarity (such as the sentence le divertissement
est quelque chose qui vale grande-chose dans notre vie), the essay reads very well and is
an impressive piece of work for a candidate only one year after GCSE. The final mark for
Content has needs to be in the 17-20 band, which is the band for very good essays, since
this work fulfils the criterion of points being well-expressed. There are many elements of the
very good band such as a well-organised structure and a good depth of treatment, so mark
of 20 is appropriate.

Quality of Language

As far as Range of Vocabulary is concerned, a mark of 5 is appropriate, given that there is a
very good range of topic-specific vocabulary despite the occasional lapse such as bénéficial
and accesser.

The candidate has a knowledge of the subjunctive and uses it correctly on several
occasions. There are several other examples of link phrases and structures which are used
well and effectively (en revanche, qui plus est, par conséquent, je doute que ce soit vrai).
There are several uses of complex structures used successfully, such as conditional phrases
and correct use of pronouns. A mark of 5 is therefore well deserved.

Accuracy has been awarded 5 marks and though there are some careless errors (quant à
les adolescents) and occasional lack of adjectival agreements, the piece reads well and
generally very accurate.

Content: 20

Range of Vocabulary: 5

Range of Structures: 5

Accuracy: 5

TOTAL: 35 marks
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CANDIDATE 2

Content

The content of this essay is very good. A good variety of valid points has been made, and
the candidate has attempted to develop them all as fully as possible. There is a brief
introduction and conclusion, and the essay flows well. The introduction mentions a couple of
advantages which will be developed later. The candidate starts by mentioning the large
variety of films on offer and compares this unfavourably with television. The educational
benefits of cinema are then discussed with some specific examples given. The advantages
of new technology are then examined which add to the experience of going out to the
cinema. A very valid point is then made about the value of entertainment during the
economic crisis and the added benefit that the cinema is cheaper than other forms of
entertainment. A further reason for going to the cinema is the cult of the celebrity, though this
is not quite as well developed or explained. The brief conclusion neastly summarises the
main points made. The answer is therefore fully relevant to the title and there is plenty of
evidence that the essay has been well planned. As a result, it falls into the top band (17-20).
In view of the slight lack of clarity in the paragraph on celebrities and the last section of the
paragraph on the educational benefits of certain films, which almost borders on irrelevance,
a mark of 18 has been awarded.

Quality of Language

As far as Range of Vocabulary is concerned, a mark of 5 is appropriate, given that there is a
very good range of topic-specific vocabulary, but also good variety in the ways points are
expressed.

The candidate has used a good range of structures and tenses, including the subjunctive,
the perfect infinitive, impressive use of reflexive verbs, subordinate clauses and pronouns. A
mark of 5 is given.

Accuracy has been awarded 4 marks. There are the odd inaccuracies (lack of adjectival
agreements and incorrect gender) and some phrases contain several errors (on est loin des
corvées menageries et du travail scolaires) but the message is nearly always clear and the
piece reads well.

Content: 18

Range of Vocabulary: 5

Range of Structures: 5

Accuracy: 4

TOTAL: 32 marks
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CANDIDATE 3

Question 11

Les vacances sont une invention assez récente. Aujourd’hui, en moyenne, nous
disposons de cinq semaines de congés annuels pour nous relaxer.

Donnez votre opinion sur l’importance des vacances. Est-ce qu’il est question
simplement de se relaxer en vacances? Pourquoi/pourquoi pas?

Content

This essay is certainly detailed and a full answer to the question. The structure is good, with
a brief introduction and a conclusion, with the work set out clearly in paragraphs. There are a
number of points made: the importance of holidays to combat stress, the opportunity to
spend time with the family, the climate, the economic benefits of tourism, the health benefits
and the chance to celebrate. All of these is well-illustrated and expanded. A mark in the very
good band is deserved and 17 have been awarded, mainly because there is an occasional
lack of clarity, mes parents et moi ne nous parlons. Despite these lapses, the piece does
read well and fits well into the top band.

Quality of Language

The use of vocabulary is very good, though there is the occasional repetition (important
occurs frequently) and there is an overuse of the word bon. Nonetheless, there is plenty of
variety and the candidate possesses the necessary vocabulary to make the points she wants
to convey. For that reason 5 is given.

As for Range of Structures, there are some examples of the subjunctive used appropriately
and certainly an attempt at a variety of tenses but sometimes this is not totally successful in
the more ambitious phrases. Si nous n’allions pas en vacances, nous ne nous verrions is not
clear. Nonetheless, because the piece reads well a mark of 5 is awarded.

A mark of 5 is also given for Accuracy. Although the piece is generally accurate, there are
some minor inaccuracies (on a le temps meilleur de le temps anglais) and misspellings but
this does not interfere with communication in any significant way.

Content: 17

Range of Vocabulary: 5

Range of Structures: 5

Accuracy: 5

TOTAL: 32 marks
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CANDIDATE 4

Content

This is an impressive essay at this level. It is totally relevant to the title and it answers the
question on some detail. The essay starts with a fairly lengthy introduction which sets out
some of the areas which will be explored later. The essay is then organised efficiently into
paragraphs each making a valid point and offering expansion and illustration. The essay
deals with fighting stress, the variety of activities available on holiday, the climate, the
cultural benefits, the socialising aspect, the health advantages and the economic importance
of travel and tourism. The points made are all clearly expressed and only on one occasion
does the essay stray into slight irrelevance when the candidate talks of the downside of
holidays in terms of cost and the environmental dangers but this is mentioned in order to
dismiss these arguments compared with all the other factors already mentioned. A mark of
20 is well deserved.

Quality of Language

The use of vocabulary is impressive. On the first page alone there are four different ways of
saying a lot, bien des, beaucoup de, plein de and pas mal de. Equally, the candidate clearly
has a very good knowledge of topic specific vocabulary and indeed a very broad vocabulary
generally in order to avoid repetition of key words. Expressions such as elle a le cafard, des
fléaux demonstrate an impressive knowledge of vocabulary but there are many examples of
words which show the candidate has studied the topic in some depth, voyages organisés,
une station balnéaire. A mark of 5 is given.

The use of structure is also very confident and a wide variety is employed. There are a
number of tenses, varied use of the subjunctive, including some expressions which do not
seem pre-learnt, and particularly good use of the present participle. Verb forms are generally
secure and an impressive store of connectives is in evidence. Once again, 5 marks are
given.

Finally, the top mark of 5 is also given for accuracy. There are very few mistakes, even most
of the adjectives agree, which is quite unusual and pronouns are well used. There are the
odd slips but nothing which interferes with the flow of the work.

Content: 20

Range of Vocabulary: 5

Range of Structures: 5

Accuracy: 5

TOTAL: 35 marks
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CANDIDATE 5

Question 12

Vingt scientifiques ont signé un appel pour alerter les jeunes sur les conséquences
de l’utilisation des téléphones portables.

Selon vous, quels sont les avantages et les dangers des portables?

Content

This essay certainly answers the question since a number of advantages and disadvantages
of mobile phones are mentioned. The problem with this essay is that many points lack clarity
and therefore prevent it falling into the top band for Content. Take the introduction, for
example. Structures such as Nous les utilisents and nous serions perdre cause confusion
and prevent the candidate from conveying the desired message. Despite these quite
frequent lapses, several points are made. Firstly, there are some advantages mentioned.
The use of the internet on phones and the ability to read emails on the move, the usefulness
as a means of communication with others, especially in case of emergency, the possibility of
playing games, listening to music are all mentioned. Some of these points are not fully
expanded, however, and the information about playing games is frankly confusing: il est un
moyen facile de jouer des jeux sans prends d’autres jeux. The dangers of mobile phones are
then dealt with. There are references to health dangers, road accidents and the possibility of
addiction. These are listed and each is developed but not extensively so. The essay then
comes to a conclusion in favour of phones despite the dangers. The essay fits the second
band quite well. The response is mostly relevant and there is attempt to develop points
made. The structure is satisfactory but some points are not well expressed. For this reason,
the essay is awarded 15, which is in the centre of the good band, suggesting that some of
the treatment is superficial and some points are not clearly conveyed but at the same time a
number of valid points have been made.

Quality of Language

The use of vocabulary is good, with appropriate use of key words. Therefore a mark of 4 is
awarded.

As for structure, there is an example of the subjunctive used appropriately and an attempt at
a variety of tenses, notably the future, which is used successfully on more than one occasion
but other sdtructures are less secure, surtout si besoin de lire. On a more positive note,
sentences are linked well with a good variety of connectives and conjunctions. For this
reason 4 is awarded.

A mark of 3 is given for Accuracy since there are a number of quite basic errors of gender
and verb formation.

Content: 15

Range of Vocabulary: 4

Range of Structures: 4

Accuracy: 3

TOTAL: 26 marks
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CANDIDATE 6

Content

This essay starts with a neat introduction which sets out some of the areas which will be
developed later. The essay is then organised into quite long paragraphs each making a valid
point and offering expansion and illustration. Firstly, the essay deals with the practical
benefits of mobiles. The points made mentioned are the social benefits, the independence,
the use of mobiles in emergencies and the varied functions available on the latest models.
All these are relevant and well-expressed. We then come to a shorter section on the
drawbacks. Health concerns are dealt with, and then the potential for addiction, the cost and
dangers to privacy. The essay then ends with an appropriate conclusion. A mark of 18 is
appropriate, since it was felt that the disadvantages could have been expanded on more, for
instance there is a brief mention of the crime caused by the theft of mobiles and the cost but
these are not taken further.

Quality of Language

The use of vocabulary is very good. The topic has clearly been studied in some depth and
the candidate has the necessary bank of words to express her ideas clearly. A mark of 5 is
given.

The use of structure is also very confident and a wide variety is employed. There is variety in
the use of tenses (such as the imperfect and conditional), use of the subjunctive (but one
missed opportunity), and use of the passive voice. Verb forms are generally secure and an
impressive range of connectives is employed. Once again, 5 marks are given.

There are a few mistakes, even a few basic ones such as missing adjectival agreements and
wrong genders. On the other hand, the candidate appears confident with the use of
pronouns and verb formations and the essay is accurate on the whole. Therefore a mark of 4
seems appropriate.

Content: 18

Range of Vocabulary: 5

Range of Structures: 5

Accuracy: 4

TOTAL: 32 marks
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