[image: image1.emf]

GCE AS English Language
Unit 2:Exploring the Writing Process (6EN02) 
Sample Scheme of Work

A note on stretch and challenge opportunities in Unit 2 

The nature of coursework allows some students to make more challenging choices at each stage. 

· read more widely to research the specified genre 
· study linguistic theories related to task 
· choose ambitious tasks
· invite and accept critical comments from range of sources 
· make significant changes during the writing up period
A: Writing for a reading audience 

Task: Journalism interview                                                   12 – 14 hours  

1. Focus: Exploring the genre                                                     6 hours 

	Aims and skills 
	Classroom activities
	Independent work 
	Links to Unit 1 study

	Understand techniques of target genre.

Discuss variation in register: impact of context on style of language 

Explore concepts of bias / authorial intervention & effects of speech representation. 

 
	Read & analyse examples of journalism interview

Group texts re contextual factors, (inc. purpose and audience.) 

Link to presentation and style of articles.

Identify 5 types of speech representation, eg. direct, indirect and free indirect speech. 

Analyse different effects on meaning. 


	Collect examples of journalism interviews from various sources. 

Keep notes and examples for commentary ‘log’. 

Analyse chosen style model.

5 finger ‘exercise’:

practice representing spoken word in different ways.
	Multi-modal language: written version of speech.

Context: study of field, function & tenor.

Key constituents: graphology & discourse.

Discourse: underlying ideology

Grammar: verb tense, pronouns, adverbs. 




Task: Journalism Interview 

2. Focus: interviewing techniques                                                  2 hours

Aims and skills

Emphasise reliance on skills of interviewer, rather than innate celebrity of interviewee. Choosing potentially interesting interviewee (‘ordinary’, local person)

Planning questions, eg. open, not closed question type

Choosing subject for interview 

Practising eliciting information and comment as interviewer

Homework:

Arranging, conducting & recording interview 

Transcribing spoken word 

Classroom activities

Watch / listen to examples of interviews and discuss more or less successful techniques. 

Provide examples and establish distinction between open and closed questions. 

Provide examples of other types of prompt. 

Students write examples. 

Students work in pairs. Each select 5-10 questions and practice interviewing partner (for 2-5 mins). Feedback on success of interview. 

Make list of potentially interesting people within local area, eg. family, friends, colleagues from school, work or hobbies. 

Provide examples of basic transcription conventions: representing words spoken as accurately as possible. 

Independent work 

Watch / listen to examples of interviews. 

Research advice on interview techniques, eg. on internet sites. 

Choose interviewee.

Decide on subject for interview and plan 10-15 questions. 

Set up & record interview. 

Transcribe some sections of interview. 

Links to Unit 1 study

Context: tenor – rapport between participants. 

            mode – features of spoken language 

Key constituents: grammar – interrogatives. 

3. Focus: drafting & constructive criticism                                     4 hours 

Aims and skills

Transforming spoken word into writing in variety of ways, using different types of speech representation. 

Finding an ‘angle’ for the written interview, considering purpose and audience 

Understanding journalistic concept of ‘hook’ for beginning of article. 

Structuring the written interview in at least two ways: with different degrees of bias / authorial intervention 

Writers’ workshop skills: offering / receiving constructive criticism 

Redrafting in light of feedback comments 

 

Classroom activities

Provide example of recorded interview or transcript. 

Students decide on and compare points of interest in interview.

Discuss and relate to decisions about purpose and audience. 

Collect various different ‘angles’ for the written interview.

Students choose one ‘angle’ and plan the overall structure – beginning (hook) and ending (rounding off) of written interview.  

Independent work 

write early drafts 

keep commentary ‘log’ of own purpose, audience, and types of speech representation used 

redraft own work in light of feedback comments 

keep commentary ‘log’ of editing changes, reasons and effects. 

Links to Unit 1 study

Context: impact of purpose and audience on language use

Mode – features of spoken & written language

Discourse – genre conventions & overall structure of written texts 

 

4. Focus: Commentary writing                                                       2 hours 

NB. These sessions may take place after the final choice of tasks is made. The aims and skills & suggested activities are common to all tasks. 

Aims and skills

Reflect on process of writing: from research of genre through to final drafts 

Evaluate effectiveness of own writing for stated genre, purpose & audience

Use linguistic terms & concepts to explain decisions made at various levels 

Classroom activities

Outline requirements for commentary and assessment objectives

Use exemplar text + commentary to illustrate types and range of comments.

Emphasise need to comment on a range of language levels: not just individual words, but grammar, discourse or pragmatics. 

Work on own final draft in small groups: ask pertinent questions, eg. 

Who did you choose to interview and why? 

What did you learn about the genre (journalism interview)? 

How did you craft your final version to achieve your purposes for your chosen audience? What did other readers suggest you needed to change / improve? 

Independent work

Write up commentary from notes made over the process and from the final discussions. 

Edit the commentary to ensure it meets the word count limits (500 words). 

Links to Unit 1 study

Context: mode, function and tenor - the impact of genre, purposes and audience. 

Key constituents: lexis, grammar, discourse – relevant terms and concepts to explain choices made 

            pragmatics – ways that language use may imply meanings 

A. Writing for a reading audience

Task: Narrative                                                                             14 hours 

1. Focus: exploring the genre                                                         4 hours

Aims and skills

Understand the concept of narrative, as opposed to a ‘story’ 

Read a range of short narratives

Explore some narrative techniques: structure, perspective, chronology. 

Use appropriate terms for the ways narratives begin and end, eg. in medias res, in ultimas res, closure.  

Use appropriate terms to describe perspective in narratives, eg. first / third person, omniscient / flawed narrator, showing v telling
Explore different possibilities re chronology: flashback or flashforward, etc. 

Classroom activities

Read and analyse some short written narratives, using terms and concepts above.

Independent work 

Read examples of short narratives and apply terms and concepts introduced

Keep notes for commentary log 

Links to Unit 1 study

Key constituents: Grammar – personal pronouns 

                                    Discourse – overall structure

2. Exploring oral narrative                                                          2 hours

                                                

Aims and skills

Study the structure of oral narratives, eg. research studies of William Labov.

Use terms and concepts to analyse structure, eg. abstract, orientation, complicating action, evaluation, resolution, coda (Labov) 

Collect and study examples of oral narratives 

Classroom activities

Introduce framework of terms and concepts for analysis of oral narratives v written narratives 

Record / listen to oral narratives & apply concepts

Independent work 

Apply terms & concepts to own examples of oral narratives 

Links to Unit 1 study

Context: mode – differences between spoken & written language use

Key constituents: discourse – overall structure of spoken narratives 

3. Recording oral narrative                                                     2 hours

Aims and skills

Explore ways real life experiences can be fictionalised 

Devise ways of eliciting an oral narrative 

Basic transcription skills: ways of recording words spoken  

Classroom activities

Practice / use real life anecdote as springboard for imaginative account 

Collect range of stimulus prompts, eg. tell me about a time you felt completely alone 

Choose one, depending on type (sub-genre) of narrative 

Practice basic transcription skills 

Independent work 

Choose a person to record & stimulus question / prompt 

Make basic transcription of oral narrative 

Note structure of narrative, using terms and concepts learned

Links to Unit 1 study

Context: mode – features of spoken language 

Key constituents: discourse – overall structure

4. Transforming spoken – written                                4 hours (over 2 sessions)
Aims and skills

Experimenting with narrative techniques: perspective & chronology

Giving / responding to constructive criticism

Understanding assessment objectives at various bands of achievement 

Redrafting, editing & proofreading 

Classroom activities

Use different versions (by anonymous writer) of narrative to practice critical comments / constructive criticism

Work in small groups to offer constructive criticism on each others’ narratives 

Illustrate - with exemplars - assessment objectives for different bands of achievement

Repeat small group criticism after redrafting

Independent work 

Produce first drafts of own narrative

Redraft in light of constructive criticism

Experiment with techniques (perspective, chronology) 

Edit and proofread re accuracy and word count

Links to Unit 1 study

Key constituents: discourse – genre conventions & overall structure

5. writing up commentary                                                              2 hours 

[See common outline for all commentary writing]

B. Writing for a listening audience

Task: Spoken presentation                                                            14 hours 

NB. Over the AS Language course, students may be asked to present their homework reading / research into various topics as a short spoken presentation in class, rather than as a written piece of homework. This provides preparatory practice in the skills of researching, note-taking, scripting and public speaking.  

1. Exploring the genre                                                                 4 hours

Aims and skills

Explore the conventions and style of various spoken presentations (audio / visual form)

Consider impact of topic, purpose and audience

Analyse overall structure of spoken presentations, compared with written information (eg. textbooks) 

Evaluate effectiveness of different ways of beginning presentations (written script form)  

Analyse use of spoken signals to highlight structure of points, eg. discourse markers, paralinguistic features, audio / visual / multi-media aids  

Consider effectiveness of different ways of creating rapport with audience (audio/ visual  form) & underlying purposes, eg. entertainment, persuasion 

 

Classroom activities

Watch / listen to variety of spoken presentations 

Discuss impact of contextual factors - topic, purpose, audience – on language use

Compare structure & techniques of spoken presentations with written information sources 

Analyse scripted versions of spoken presentations: does structure follow a basic beginning, middle, end pattern? 

Summarise the main points of the talk – how many per 1000 words / ten minutes? 

How do different speakers begin their talks – clear summary, intriguing question, etc? How do different talks end and why? Consider topic, audience and purpose.

Revise concept of discourse marker / framing move & find examples in scripted versions

Listen to spoken presentation: what other signals are there to indicate structure / progression of points? 

Watch spoken presentation. Note and evaluate use of audio / visual aids. 

Revise concept of tenor – relationship between addresser and addressee – and concept of ‘constructed audience’. 

What assumptions do speakers make when addressing teenagers? Make a list of 10 ‘things to avoid’.  

Assess the tenor of various talks (audio / visual forms). How does each speaker create a rapport with audience? 

Independent work 

Watch / listen to informative spoken presentations on TV, radio or internet sites.

Read print versions of talks (eg. ‘The Web of Language’ based on Prof Jean Aitchison’s Reith lectures) 

Make notes for commentary ‘log’. 

Research advice on presentations on internet 

NB. collect news stories with a language slant in preparation for following lessons 

Links to Unit 1 study

Key constituents: Discourse – overall structure 

                        phonology – paralinguistic features, eg. intonation, pauses 

Context: mode – features of spoken language, eg. discourse markers 

            mode – multi-modal texts 

            tenor – addresser-addressee relationship, constructed audience 

2. Choosing a topic                                                                 2 hours

Aims and skills

Exploring potential topics from language study 

Narrowing the focus to appropriate scope

Practice scripting to exact time. 

Understand assessment objectives for various bands of achievement

Classroom activities

Summarise topics already studied in AS Language. 

Students bring in stories with a language slant from recent news

Give examples of topics that are too ambitious for a short presentation, eg electronic modes of communication  

Use flow chart to narrow focus of topic in steps. 

Students choose topic of potential interest & follow similar steps. 

Give out assessment objectives and descriptors for each band of achievement. Evaluate effectiveness of suggested topics in light of these. 

Set up task to practice scripting for exactly 2 minutes, eg. each student takes a different day of the week / colour of rainbow. Prepare script. Read out and check time v number of words. 

Independent work 

Preparatory research for chosen topic. 

Prepare short version of script for ‘poster presentation’ based around a visual display. 

Links to Unit 1 study

Various topics studied over AS language course, eg. language & gender, forensic linguistics

Context: mode – multi modal texts 

3. Preparing script                                                               2 hours
Aims and skills

Researching a language topic, using a variety of sources: library, internet. 

Presenting a bibliography in conventional form

Scripting to inform a listening audience 

Giving & receiving constructive criticism

Classroom activities

Give advice on range sources for research: library, internet.

Explain conventions of bibliography

Each present ‘poster presentations’ – short form of script

Give constructive criticism on effectiveness, eg. structure, visual aids 

Explain do’s and don’ts of visual aids, eg. warnings about ‘death by PowerPoint’

Independent work 

Research chosen topic further, using variety of sources

Record / present sources as conventional bibliography

Prepare full script for presentation

Design and produce visual (or multi-media) aids 

Links to Unit 1 study

various (depending on choice of topic) 

4. Using multi-media aids (editing & revising)                     4 hours (over 2-4 sessions) 

Aims and skills

Speaking skills - Presenting information in spoken form to audience

Using multi-media aids effectively 

Editing in light of feedback

Classroom activities

Presentations from each student, using some multi-media aids 

Feedback comments, evaluating effectiveness 

Independent work 

Make revisions to script in light of feedback comments

Links to Unit 1 study

Context: function – information + ?

            : tenor – rapport created with audience 

5. writing up commentary                                                              2 hours

[See common outline for all commentary writing]

B. Writing for a listening audience

Task: Dramatic monologue                                                            14 hours 

1. Exploring the genre (idiolect – on page, pragmatics, structure)  6 hours

Aims and skills

Analyse techniques of dramatic monologues 

            notion of idiolect/ voice – links between language use & identity of user 

            representation of features of spoken language in writing

            pragmatics – subtext & implied meanings; dramatic irony  

            structure – hook at beginning, plot development  

Consider various purposes and audiences           

            

Classroom activities

Read / perform / listen to range of dramatic monologues 

various activities to explore techniques:

Write pen portraits of character, based on evidence of language use

Identify representation of spoken voice at levels of phonology, lexis, grammar

Discuss creation of dramatic irony – gap between understanding of character and that of audience 

Note ways beginnings function to set scene, establish character and introduce situation

Independent work 

Read / listen to / watch examples of dramatic monologues 

(eg. Collections of audition pieces for drama students) 

Keep notes for commentary log 

Links to Unit 1 study

Context: mode – spoken – written language 

Presentation of self: idiolect + gender, age, region, occupation 

                        pragmatics: inferences; distinction between form and function 

                               

2. Devising character                                                             2 hours
Aims and skills

Choosing character for dramatic monologue

Develop understanding of character 

Classroom activities

Create range of characters by random selection of factors: gender, age, region, occupation

Suggest a dramatic situation for each character 

Each construct own character & note significant features 

‘hot seating’ activity in small groups – adopt role of chosen character and respond to questions from group

Suggest dramatic situations for own & others’ character

Suggest audience, purpose, venue, etc for own monologue. 

Independent work 

Write first draft of script for dramatic monologue 

Links to Unit 1 study

Presentation of self: idiolect 

3. Scripting (performance, feedback & redrafting)                         4 hours

Aims and skills

Assessing effectiveness of script for listeners

Giving and responding to constructive criticism

Classroom activities

Read / Listen to each dramatic monologue (groups or full class) 

Give feedback comments on characterisation, plot, structure

Make notes for own redrafting and commentary 

Discuss audience & situation for monologue

Independent work 

Redraft script in light of feedback comments 

Keep notes for commentary 

Links to Unit 1 study

Presentation of self: idiolect + gender, age, etc

            pragmatics – implied meanings 

4.  Writing commentary                                                               2 hours 

[See common outline for commentary writing]
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