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Instructions
� Use blue or black ink or ball-point pen.
� Write the information required on the front of your answer book.  The Examining Body for this paper is AQA.

The Paper Reference is ENB6.
� Answer two questions.
� There are two sections:

Section A: Language Acquisition
Section B: Language Change.
You must answer one question from Section A and one question from Section B.

Information
� The maximum mark for this paper is 70.
� Mark allocations are shown in brackets.
� Each question carries 35 marks.
� You will be assessed on your ability to use an appropriate form and style of writing, to organise relevant

information clearly and coherently, and to use specialist vocabulary, where appropriate.  The degree of
legibility of your handwriting and the level of accuracy of your spelling, punctuation and grammar will also be
taken into account.
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In addition to this paper you will require:
� the data booklet (enclosed);
� a 12-page answer book.



SECTION A LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Answer either Question 1 or Question 2.

Each question carries 35 marks.

EITHER

1 Text A is a transcript of children and their caregivers talking as they went about painting, working with
modelling material and role-playing situations in a “playhouse”.  The children were all between three and
four years old and the setting was a pre-school playgroup.

By reference to the text and to ideas from language study, write about what the transcript shows about
how the children and their caregivers manage the interaction.

You may wish to comment on some of the following:

� the initiation and development of topics;

� the lexical and grammatical choices made;

� the negotiations and other interactions with caregivers;

� possible evidence that roles taken show the influence of gender.
(35 marks)

OR

2 Texts B, C and D are stories written by six year old children at a primary school.  They were given the
title “Trapped” but no other help.

By reference to at least two of the texts and to ideas from language study, write about what these stories
show about the development of children’s early writing.

You may wish to comment on some of the following:

� narrative structure and the representation of events;

� spelling, letter formation and other graphological aspects;

� lexical features and grammatical constructions.
(35 marks)
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Transcript Conventions

Pauses are indicated by brackets with (.) being a pause under a second’s duration
and other longer pauses indicated by the number of seconds elapsing.

Other contextual information is set in italics within square brackets.

Words between vertical lines are spoken simultaneously.

Underlining indicates emphasis in speech.



SECTION B LANGUAGE CHANGE

Answer either Question 3 or Question 4.

Each question carries 35 marks.

EITHER

3 Texts E and F are the dictionary entries for the words hippopotamus and giraffe taken from the Oxford
English Dictionary online (2003).

Write about what these texts show about the origins and development of new words.  You should refer to
both texts and to ideas from language study.

You may wish to comment on some of the following:

� the principles of word formation and spelling;

� the means by which new words become established;

� the wider contexts of historical language change and its recording in dictionaries.
(35 marks)

OR

4 Data Sets G, H and I contain excerpts from educational books about science and mathematics from the
early nineteenth century.

Discuss what these data sets show about some of the language conventions for writing textbooks at the
time.  You should refer to at least two of the data sets and to ideas from language study.

You may wish to comment on some of the following:

� lexical and grammatical choices of language and their effects;

� spelling and other graphological aspects;

� the structural devices used to teach science and mathematics;

� the wider contexts of historical language change.
(35 marks)

END OF QUESTIONS
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Text A playgroup transcript, not reproduced here, due to third-party
copyright constraints.

Text for Question 1

Text A
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Texts for Question 2

Text B

Text B Trapped, stories written by children, not reproduced here, due to
third-party copyright constraints.



Text C
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Text C Trapped, stories written by children, not reproduced here, due to
third-party copyright constraints.



Text D
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Text D Trapped, stories written by children, not reproduced here, due to
third-party copyright constraints.



Texts for Question 3

Text E
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Text F
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Data Sets for Question 4

Data Set G

Text 1
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Data Set H

Text 1
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Data Set I

Text 1
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END OF TEXTS

Text 2



THERE ARE NO TEXTS PRINTED ON THIS PAGE
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