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Introduction

Centres continue to prepare students effectively for this exam. Even as it comes to the end
of its life, however, there are some points from previous series which bear repeating.

The primary focuses for Unit 1 are AO1, AO2 and AO3 and even then, the first and second of
these dominate - only 20 out of the 100 marks available are apportioned to AO3.

Accordingly, structure, form and language, concepts and terminology remain the key
contributing factors, along with coherent, accurate written expression. Although many of
the tasks attempt to support candidates by directing them explicitly towards techniques
such as imagery, irony, tone and mood, language choices, dialogue, contrast, setting and
characterisation, there remains a tendency amongst a significant proportion to opt for
narration and description, particularly in Sections B and C.

The tendency amongst some centres to take the 'other readers' injunction expressed in the
specification to mean 'discuss schools of criticism' was perhaps slightly less marked this year
but, once again, there is little need for, or use in, bolted-on comments beginning 'a Marxist /
feminist / structuralist (delete as necessary) would say that..." Some students can construct
compelling arguments based on theoretical constructs but they tend to be in the minority. In
this case, the 'other reader’ is the voice of the question prompt and whilst it would be wrong
to discourage teachers or lecturers from exploring wider issues with their students, there
needs to be a judicious address of how such material is best used.

Handwriting was, again, a problem in more cases than might have been desired. Examiners
are instructed to do their best to decode what has been committed to the page and there

is plenty of understanding about how the pressures of time mitigate against utter legibility.
However, it was often very difficult to decipher what some students had written.

The prompts for the tasks in Sections B and C are often intended to provoke argument,
however nuanced, and it was good to see more students taking issue with the injunction as
opposed to simply agreeing.
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Question 1
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There was a lot of variation here - more than might have been anticipated
at this point. 'Rhyme' simply threw a lot of candidates who either left the
answer blank, talked about something else altogether such as rhythm or
resorted to the tried and tested 'lyrical or song-like feel', which has been
much commented on in previous Reports. Weaker responses were often
noticeable by their use of some form of 'helps to make it flow'. At the other
extreme, candidates delineated the whole scheme, sometimes without any
comment on effect at all. In this example however, the candidate responds
very well, scoring 5.
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(b) Poets often make use of language choices.

Using two examples from the poem, explore the effect of language choices in the
poem.
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Examiner Comments

Language choice seemed like much firmer ground for

a lot of candidates, including this one, who scored
5/5.
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(c) In poetry, themes are explored in different ways,

Using your knowledge of poetry, discuss what you think the themes in this poem
are and comment on the ways in which they are developed.
(AO1 =5, A02 =5)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate scored 9 (4 + 5) for a proficient consideration of themes
in the poem. It was often the case that students didn't seem to know
the difference between 'theme' and 'motif', so quite a lot of interesting
but not too relevant writing about 'light' and 'dark’ or 'butterflies and
moths' went relatively unrewarded.
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Question 2

(a) Novelists use imagery to create interest.

Identify and comment on the effect of the writer’s use of imagery in this extract.
(AO1 = 5)
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%Examiner Comments

Imagery is, by now, mainly well understood as a concept for
exploration in 6ETO1. Here, a focused answer runs sensibly
through a few examples. It could be said to be short on

evaluation, but there is some discussion of effect and the eventual
mark was 5 out of 5.
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(b) Novelists use sound devices to create particular effects.

Identify two examples of sound devices that add to the effect of the narrative,
and comment on their use in the extract.
(AO2 = 5)
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Examiner Comments

Although there was still some confusion about 'sound devices', it was
more residual. This response illustrates the sort of work which many
candidates produced - effectively two features are identified and
discussed in a generally competent manner. The answer was given 5 out
of 5.
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(c) Novelists use voice to create interest in their work.

Using your knowledge of voice, discuss ways in which Stephen Crane uses it in
this extract.
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Examiner Comments

This student deals well enough with some of the issues of voice in the extract,
including style of narration and the use of colloquialisms. The overall mark was
4 + 5 and therefore 9/10.
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Question 3 (a)
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Examiner Comments

In this thoughtful opening, the candidate engages
well with the question, choosing to take issue with
the prompt. The argument was well-developed in
what followed and the answer scored maximum
marks.
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Question 3 (b)
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Examiner Comments

Though the candidate begins to drift mildly towards
narrative by the end of excerpt, there is enough
evidence of sophistication and specific analysis here

to warrant a high award. The overall response gained
35 (13, 4, 18).
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Question 4 (a)

ke fuskpoten,.... am..gang. o Wik ook i0..Q..
| Powmﬂedﬂuﬂtja[m%ummdcmnbe:ﬁnﬁw
uho v dies but pa. hefoe she dics. she i to teath ..

}mr newe/nephew.. how To. Speok. . Gaedic.. “Ey the Gl L.
.......... had. leamad..a. Ldlle,.. she. [c..bt Sileacod. . in.. tog...

........ dbsducteblack of 6 fandy grane. aﬁ......lwkaﬂiijﬁxo.
..... s quée.feam Tho. paern. .fkwf Me. reados. fusin..
deustated .. %fj' .......... M,M_UJM& e idion...oliod.. M

........ This....pott.. dascrchen. tha.. 3 .. W &z;jmedJ
o lhe.....alid..... S2e.... thak.. Thil.. pReM... hal... rfc‘adihm......l'awmdg.................

...... He M'ﬁdﬁrgaagrquﬁgwdmlﬁmtm
......... Spoke. (aelic,, funt julio . Spske . g Goelee” s s ...
Shown....as..... Nendizn... They. donk wonk ko fa»ﬂ_a}c&n&ﬁ‘

oad. . ... r\&'uilm Ot (085K Sawi Q. Mpuditaras.
...... Amdu}mumadxa#ajhna@uﬁﬁlﬁliw

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Reports on 6ET01 have tended to suggest that narration and
description need to be avoided in favour of analysis and argument.
It isn’t always easy to exemplify the former, but this answer does
provide some idea of what might be meant. It scored 14 out of 40

6,1, 7).
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Question 4 (b)

This was a less popular task than 4a. However there were plenty of opportunities and many
candidates commented well on the lives presented in chosen poems, with the best answers
keeping the concept of “vivid” in clear focus. Though it is hard to be precise, 'Going, Going'
and 'Bermudas' seemed to attract more answers than 'Welsh Landscape'.
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Question 5 (a)

B0 N (8

bkvr Moﬁnn—r rommz% uluma».y

m,mmlaﬂﬂ" f#f/h‘- BT NN ) = SR PVF Y PR o U/, § - N, 5 TP /F
........... .\-({.4 A T T i tate... 8. Laelewne -./an\nz( uMﬁw g
;fmmu:l.‘.mmzﬂ ......... {ﬂ T PN ?mm‘ﬂ_’{ }'\Mmam?r .A“""’

ededptla... hﬂ\bﬁr J‘xm— .«uﬂ" A )pnw /M&nrnj NW

va\mg .. mmg\usj v fpw ....... P 'dh?( Mnﬁohi,
B ) S /’ﬁ:«m-?/ Jvaﬂw nih ... /‘Yhfw 1\7
----- D..XL/( /-m.LL«u?.« AMW A /Mﬁ-w‘ad( 5,&4,6{64”;
*ﬂm.l /Vr‘m-.w q.olal&\g( .ﬂv M/ﬂm-r.. — /a#m):m
- ¢ "W S S /-;&md’l-.w Y SRS PORRPAPY § NV
Wmhm?f m\.... /ﬂqm ..d”.lmrwfw A 4?—,- m/(
AP Iy .. /aaww?f p un)vmhaa, V7 P S

An

GCE English Literature 6ETO01 01 17



18

Hus

Examiner Comments

Here a candidate uses 'Hay-Making' to draw an effective parallel
and to extend an argument. Though not everything here is
totally compelling, it is certainly credible enough and the
response is discursive, which is positive. The overall mark was
33 (13, 4, 16).
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Question 5 (b)
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Examiner Comments

If anything, this excerpt is indicative of an almost overly-linguistic
focus on ‘Thoughts after Ruskin’, a poem which proved popular
here. Nonetheless, there is much to credit in the student’s steadfast
approach to addressing both the task and what is being assessed.
The overall mark was 31 (11, 4, 16).
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Question 6 (a)
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Examiner Comments

0 deCYS Me aess:
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Sometimes candidates find themselves dealing with what might be termed
‘adult content’. In this extract it is handled deftly and whilst retaining a good
focus on the terms of the question. Pleasingly, this sort of writing has become
increasingly typical in 6ET01 and is indicative of sensitivity and maturity both in
learning and, one imagines, teaching. The overall mark here was 32 (12, 20).
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Question 6 (b)
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Candidates sometimes neglect to comment in sufficient detail on

the extract specified in the task for the b.) questions. Equally, they
sometimes forget to broaden their discussion into the rest of the main
novel (or the second text). Here, there is a sense that the writing is fully
engaged with the named passage. The mark was 29 (11, 18).

GCE English Literature 6ETO01 01 23



Question 7 (a)
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Examiner Comments

This script was used at standardisation and
thoroughly commended by almost everyone who
read it. Its introduction is indicative of the kind of
thing that followed, at some length, on the way to
achieving full marks.
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Question 7 (b)
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

It’s often interesting when students evince some
sense of their own personality in their writing
(assuming that’s not all they do)! This response
earned 25 marks (9, 16).
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Question 8 (a)
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Examiner Comments

This eminently sensible start lays out a clear programme
for the rest of the response - it's a long, long way from the
sorts of ‘In this essay I have been asked to write about...’
beginnings which used to be a staple even of AS-Level
answers. It is neatly emblematic of how a student can take
issue with the proposition from the outset and prosper - the
mark in this case was 37 (14, 23).
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Question 8 (b)
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Examiner Comments

Here, a candidate offers a purposeful conclusion

to a fairly well-argued essay about drama and
dramatic scenes in ‘Pride & Prejudice’ and ‘The Yellow
Wallpaper’. The overall mark was 32 (12, 20).
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Question 9 (a)
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Examiner Comments

This extract is representative of an emerging trend towards
disputatious, opinionated response which, where it is as well
expressed and cogent as it is here, is to be welcomed. Love
it or hate it, there is no denying this candidate’s engagement
with what they have read. The overall mark was 36 (13, 23).
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Question 9 (b)

The notion that 'time heals all wounds' was seemingly understood and often interestingly
addressed here, with some good, detailed focus on the extract specified and some effective
development of argument. What was perhaps missing in many responses was an approach
to the second part of the stem which asked whether or not candidates felt that this was a
'disappoint(ment)’ in the context of the texts in question. Many candidates felt that for Celie
and Nettie in 'The Color Purple' there was nothing wrong at all - they richly deserved their
happy endings, given their previous suffering. This was also largely true for Hester in 'The
Scarlet Letter'. There was much less clarity as regards 'Wuthering Heights' and quite a lot of
answers simply dodged the issue altogether.
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Question 10 (a)

Questions 10a and 10b have tended, as often previously
noted, to draw lots of high quality responses. This year
was no exception. Here a student gets straight to the
heart of class issues in *‘Howards End’ in an eloquent and
informed manner. This essay gained full marks - 40.
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Question 10 (b)
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Examiner Comments

Despite the comments on 10a, there was some
indifferent work on this cluster. In this case, quite
unusually, the candidate pretty much fails to look
beyond the named extract in any meaningful way,
thereby limiting their chances severely. The total
mark was 16 (7, 9).
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Paper Summary

As 6ETO1 nears the end of its short life, all those who taught it are warmly thanked for their
efforts, as are the students themselves, the officers of the Board and the examining teams.
Though examining itself is often quite a time-pressured business, it has been genuinely
rewarding to see the development of candidates' work over the series since the unit's
inception - there has been much to enjoy.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Address the terms of the task as precisely as possible in Section A.
Avoid narrative re-count, plot focus and solely character-driven discussions in Section C.

At least parts of the response should be on the set passage in Section C if a (b) task is
chosen.

Remember that some part of the answers in Section C need to deal in relatively close
detail with the secondary text.

Ensure that answers are based on the correct named text for the poetry anthology in
Section B.

Quote from the text/s in all sections.
Use, as a general rule, two examples in Q1(a) and Q1(b) or Q2(a) and Q2(b).

Make use of appropriate terminology in Section A.

Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCE English Literature 6ETO01 01

35



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.

Ofqual

Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru
Welsh Assembly Government

/4 -
T 4
\-&/
Rewarding Learning



